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In addition to the benefit which these
settlements have conferred upon the
workers involved in the dispute, it is

also fair to estimate that the saving to |
| capital in consequente of the settlements |

has amounted to thousands of dollars.
OTHER WORK OF THE DEPART
MENT.
he Department of Labour was instru-

mental in gathering a large number of ;
opinions from labour organizations all |

cver the Dominion, and also from other

bitration. The general consensus of
these opinions was adverse to the adop-

tion of a compulsory arbitration mea- |

sure, but there was a strong sentiment
in favour of a measure which would lead
to the compulsory investigation of

strikes on railways. During the session |

of 1903 the Minister of Labour accord-
ingly introduced a new’ measure for the
settlement of di putes on railways,
which provided, in the first place, for
settlement by conciliation, if possible,
and in the event of conciliation failing,
making a provision for a compulsory in-
vestigation by an investigating board,
this board to have power to examine
witnesses under oath, and to compel the
]7IIH|I1<‘IiHII of books and other docu
ments as required. This measure is now
law
ALIEN LABOUR LAW.,

The first Alien Labour Taw enacted in |
Canada was passed by the Liberal ad
ministration. As first enacted, .it re
quired the consent of the attorney-gen
eral of the Dominion before any action
| could be brought for a violation of its
provisions. In response to a general |
feeling on the part of workingmen that
the law should be amended in such a
way as to place its enforcement in thei
hands, the law was amended, enabling |
any person to bring an action of his own
accord, where he believed that the pro
visions of the act had been violated, and
in order that no loss might be sustained
by the person bringing the action where
it was rightly brought, a provision of

the act specified that as much as fifty
per cent. of the fines imposed on convic-
tion might be paid to the original in-
formant. Several cases have already
arisen under this act, and in all cases
where a conviction has been obtained
one-half of the penalty has gone to the
informer. TFor example, in the case of
Rex v. Geeser, where a miner in the em-

ploy of the Le Roi Mining Co., at Ross- |

land, B.C., laid information that the law
had been violated in two cases, fines
were imposed to the amount of $500 in
the one case, and $50 in the other. The |
miner who laid the information has re
ceived from the department a cheque for
$275, being half of the penalties, ln
wkich he was entitled under the act.

COMMISSIONERS TO INVESTIGAT
LABOUR MATTERS.

An important labour commission to

investigate the nature and causes of in-
dustrial disputes in the province of
British Columbit was ereated by the De-
partment in the spring of 1903. The |

Department of Labour has since dis- |

tributed free of charge the report of this
commission, and undertook the printing
and publishing of the evidence as well.

(
A commission was appointed under |

the Department of Labour in the spring

of this year to inquire into the employ- |
ment of aliens by the Grand Trunk Pa- |
cific Railway Co. Also a commission |
to inquire into the fraudulent practices |
of employment agencies in Montreal in |
| Particulars given at

| 57 SMYTHE ST., St. John, N. B.

The reports of these commissions are |

bringing large number of Italian labour-
ers to Canada to compete with Canadian
labour.

being Mn.tul and will be published
with the e nce by the department.
Their effect s been to draw public at
tention to many important abuses, and |
in large measures to put a stop to Hu-m
for the future.

A commission was appointed during
the early years of the present Liberal
administration to inquire into cases of

distress and suffering by workingmen in |

connection with the bvilding of the
Crow’s Nest Pass Railway. As a resulf
of the investigation made by this com
mission and its report, a law was passed

in ‘1899 known as the Public Works |

Health Act, maKing provisions for the
pl'uh-('linll of the health of workingmen
engaged on public work, or work aided |
by public funds in outlyirg distriets. A
special officer has been appointed to see
to the effective ecarrying out of the pro-
visions of this aect.

TAX ON CHINESE.

One of the most serious problems with
which labour in Canada, and more parti- |

cularly the labour of the west, has been
confronted. is the severe competition
with which it was threatened as a result

the interes’s of the working classes
might be protected against harm in this
u»nmwlinn the government ‘lmmlnfwl a
royal commission to- investigate Tully
the past results and possible future ef-
fects of this immigration, and on the
basis of a report submitted by the com-
mission enacted legislation which is cal-
culated to have the effect of removing !
any serions harm to Canadian labour

from this source. A poll tax of $500 has | ¢

been placed upon all Chinese entering

the Dominion, and other measures to

render effectfive the restriction of their

numbers have also been passed.

PREVENTION OF RAILWAY ACCI
DXENTS

One of the important duties placed !

upon the Railway Commission, establish
ed in 1903 is to examine into the causes

of accidents on railways, and to enforce |
regulations which will prevent aecidents |

ceeurring \ speeial officer has been ap
pointed in connection with this work.
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