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THE NEAR EAST.

While the situation in the Near Iast
is serious enough, hope has not been
abandoned that a declaration of war
against the Turks by the Allies will be
unnecessary. The British government is
awaiting the report of the representative

who is meeting Kemal Pasha, and the |

Iurkish leader may agree to. respect the
neutral zone and renounce his claims re-
zarding Constantinople. Meanwhile the
Allies are taking no chances, but are
reparing to resist any move by Keinal
to advance to Constantinople and the
straits.

The announcement that Great Britain
had asked the overseas Dominions for a
contingent was premature. While the
original message from the British gov-
ernment has not been made public it is
intimated that it was not so much a re-
quest for military aid as for information
regarding the attitude of the overseas
governments with respect to such wa i
it should be needed. As the situation

stands now, there is reason to hope that |

not only will the Dominions not be asked
to send troops but that a settlement of

the whole troublesome question will be | 1
{dren who need assistance, and that as-|

made by negotiation.

If it should be necessary to go to war
In order to protect the neutrality of the
Jerritory in dispute, including Constan-
linople, then war must come. How greal
juch a war would be or how long il
would be likely to last cannot of course

be foretold, for in the dark background |

there is always the possibility of a Mo-
Yammedan uprising. But the bold and
letermined stand taken by Great Brit-
¥in and France during the last few days
may serve to check the spirit of Kemal
Pasha and bring him to & more reason-
able frame of mind.

PROSPECTS ARE BRIGHTER.

Prospects for a peaceful settlement of
\he Near East problem appeared brighter
The leader of the Turkish
forces, Mustapha
made no move,

last night,
Nationalist Kemal

Pasha, has new
nothing has occurred to inake the crisis
more acute. On the other hand, while
the terms suggested by the
eader probably cannot be regarded as
icceptable to Great Britain, they are
more moderate than had been expected
from his earlier attitude and may, at
least, serve as a basis for negotiation.

In Paris, where representatives of
Great Britain, France and Italy will con-
fer today, it is predicted that the calling
»f a peace conference for the settlement
of the Turkish problem probably will
be the outcome of today’s conference
snd that certain preliminaries of peace
«ill be decided upon by the representa-
tives of these three powers.

While the British attitude is regarded
on the continent .as ‘more conciliatory
than it was first interpreted to be, there
Is no expectation that Great Britain will

and |

Turkish |

slightly, while copper and nickel, as
might have been expected, fell off con-
siderably.”

Canada’s natural resources have only
been scratched. There is a tremendous
yfield for development in the Dominion,
and the Bureau of Statistics is doing a
valuable work in gleaning information
bearing on this important subject.

THE UNEMPLOYED,

The local office of the Employment
i Service of Canada has on file requests
{for the services of one. hundred men,
{and the men cannot be found. It;is not
| because the work offered is of a difficult
| or unusual nature; most of the demands
{are for men for rough labor or for such
| work as almost any man can undertake,
|and the others are for men qualified in
| the ordinary trades. Neither is it be-
cause all the men in the city and its
:\i('il]if‘\' are at work; that- is shown by
{the records of office, which contain ap
{ plications for work from nearly four
itimes as many persons as there are op-
;p()rtunitiv.\ for employment.

When the records show that there are
nearly four idle men for every job of-
| fered, it would be natural to expect that
| the unemployed would be scrambling for
| the opportunities. There .is no mad
| scramble for jobs, however, and the em-
| ployment office finds itself unable to sup-
{ ply the men whom employers are anxious
| to secure, One of the excuses given most
;fn‘qucnlly by the unemployed is that
ét]x(*y' do not want to leave the city, even
|to get regular work; there are other ex-
!‘Cu.km, gufficient of them to arouse the
| suspicion that some of the applicants are
fnot so keen on finding a job as they pro-
ifess to be. Meanwhile, the would-be
|employers seek in vam for men willing
| to work.
If all those who are out of work are
| financially independent, no one can find
| fault with their refusal to take a job
| which does not happen to appeal to
j them,

{much more likely that many of these
|Same men will be making appeals for
| help before the winter is‘over, and it is
l‘quitv possible that kind-hearted merch-
ants who have allowed some of them to
{run bills tor household necessities are
Epativntly waiting for thelr money.

| Winter is approaching, and with it the
{time when appeals will be made for as-
|sistance for the unemployed. When that
i time comes, it will be hard to convince
{some of the employers that they should
contribute their money for the support
of men who would not accept the op-
| portunities for work which they had of-
fered. 'There will be women and chil-

sistance will be forthcoming, but for the
| men who can work and who will not
i work there should be little sympathy.

| THE REPARATIONS PAYMENTS.

The Bank of Engldnd evidently has
| faith in the solvency of Germany and in
{ the ability of the Germans te pay their

{ bills, ultimately. It was announced yes- |

| terday by the German Minister at Brus-
sels that the Reichsbank was willing to
{endorse German treasury bonds for
{ reparation payments to Belgium to the
{amount of 270,000,000 gold marks, due
{on" February 15 and June 15 of next
f,\‘cnr, and it is believed that this has been
{made possible by British co-operation.
It had been understood that if this ar-
rangement were made it would be due
|to the fact that the Reichsbank would
| be able to secure the money to pay the
six months’ notes by a loan from the
{ Bank of England and, perhaps, a Dutch
bank, on an agreement te repay the
amount in eighteen months.
| The announcement made yesterday is
itaken as evidence that the plan sug-
gested has been put into effect, and if
| the Bank of England is undertaking to
{loan money under these conditions it
{ must be taken for granted that the bank
i is confident that there is not much dan-
| ger of the much talked of financial col-
{lapse of Germany, Nor would it ap-
{pear that fears were entertained con-
{ cerning anti-British activities on the part
of Germany in the event of Great Brit-
{ain finding it necessary to take vigorous
| measures in the Near East.
Another interesting phase of
| transaction is the light it throws upon

{ the financial resources of Great Britain, |

}During the Great War, Britain had to
{ finance her own expenditures and a large

It is improbable, however, that |
i they all are in that happy position. It is |

the |

vecede from the position taken concern-
ing the necessity for maintaining the
freedom of the straits, As that is one
f the points which the Turkish I_eud(:r[
K; said to be willing to refer to a peace |
conference, it would not appear to stand |
n the way of the proposed negotiations. |

| she is undertaking to carry part of the
load of one of the vanquished nations.

GLASGOW’'S EXAMPLE.,

Those who profess to fear that tne

The fate of Constantinople also mighi ;Cff:v_' of St. John could not conduct a|
be settled in the same way by common |civic system for the distribution of the |

xgreement, but the future of Thrace and .‘\Ius'qumh current successfully—as suc- |
question of permitting Turkish troops|cessfully, for instance, as the New
to enter European territory are likely to|Brunswick Power Company would—

prove more difficult problems. {may find cause for reassurance in the

Whether the three powers can agree|record of municipal ownership in Glas-
sn all the points which are under con-|{80W. ‘There the entire street railway
sideration cannot be predicted just yet,|System, electric supply, gas works and
but it is believed that the determined | Waterworks are owned by the city.
stand taken by Great Britain will be| These public services are operated with

sufficient to restrain the Turkish leader |the idea of service uppermost, and the !

Jrom any action which would result in|rates are kept at the lowest possible
an immediate clash. | level; in spite of this policy the services
| have paid their way and shown a profit,
CANADA’S MINERAL PRODUC-"““]‘ the exception of the gas service,

TION. | which sometimes shows a loss at the

. {end of the year,
A’ sharp ipcrease was noted in the|
imineral production of Canada during the gow’s experience in municipal operation
Medtrisivs motitha of 1923, | by the recent celebration of the fiftieth
i G { anniversary of the beginning of

p survey made by the Dominion Bureau |
of Statistics the output for this period|proved to be one of the most successful
was valued at more than $57,000,000 as|of the civic utilities. Although the rail-

According to

rompared with about $55,000,000 for the| way was established half a century ago |

rorresponding period in 1921, The metuli it was not taken over by the city until
production was $26,475,544, and the|twenty-two years later, in 1894. So suc-
yalue of the non-metals was $31,207,400.|cessful- was its operation by the city

Ontario of course had the largest pro-|that, h.}' the t_‘nd of twenty-three years,
fluction. It amounted to $18,832,577,the entire capital cost, amounting to up-
while the value for the other provinces | ? 4 N
was: British Columbia $16,153,307; Al-|out of profits. Since 1917 the system
berta $10,068,318; Nova Scotia &4’79-_)‘-‘:}1“: been clear of debt, and improve-
799; Quebec $2,054,455; Yukon $714,652;
New Brunswick $590,456; Saskatchewan

{have been paid for out of the profits.

| part of those made by her Allies; now |

Attention has been directed to Glas- |

| wards of $20,000,000, had been paid off |

| ments which have been made since then |

In commenting on the success which has |

$266,041; Manitoba  $215,3439. The
Bureau’s survey shows that the value of
the ten principal products of the min-
era! industry in Canada during the first
six months of the present year was
estimated as follows: Coal $24,346,959;
gold $12,110,242; silver $5,997,199; lead
32,882,047; natural gas $2,448,829; copper
$2,337,093; asbestos $1,894,232; nickel

&

$1,401,820; zinc $1,370,460; salt $849,133.!

Leaving out natural gas, the total value
of the production of these commodities
during the period was $52,340,052, which
is a decrease of 12.2 per cent. from the
corresponding period of 1921, due largely
to the slackness in shipments of coal
and the weakness of the nickel and cop-
per production. “The outstanding fea-
ture of the metal production,” says the
Bureau’s report, “was the excellent gains
made in the output of gold by the two
fmportant producing provinces, Ontario
and British Celumbia.” The ‘total” for
Canada during the period amounted to
about sixty-three per cent. of the whole
1921 vroduction, and an increase of
forty-two per cent. over the production
during the six months of that year. The
increased prices and the lively markets
for silver and lead were reflected in ex-
cellent gains in production over the half-
vear of 1921. The zinc production re-

marked municipal ownership in Glasgow,
[the Ottawa Journal says:

: “The Glasgow street railway muni-
{cipal ownership is acknowledged every-
| where to be a sort of record success in
{municipal enterprise, Perhaps this is
| chiefly due to Scotch temperament and
! business sense, which are liable to make
a success of anything. However, there
is gt least an argument from the Glas-
gow case for the view that there is no
inherent weakness in the principle of
public ownership, and indeed that pub-
lic ownership of what may be called
natural public monopolies is a great deal
more sensible than private ownership, if
{one can only manage to have the public
inwncrshlp and management conducted
! with honesty and common sense.”

| There is no reason why St. John
| could not operate a civic system for the
| distribution of hydro current with satis-
faction to the citizens. Hundreds of
municipalities in Ontario and elsewhere
{ are doing successfully what St. 'John is
planning, and if the fight against mo-
{nnpoly rates and the burden they entail
iis kept up with vigor and courage, this
city, with cheap power, will soon find

pansion and prosperity.
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THE CITY’S RIGHTS.
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!
‘casiest and most effective ways of
spreading the information which. would

assist in protecting. the people in gen- |

The long delayed conference between Wi
the city council and the' New Bruns- The progréss which has been made in
wick Eleetric Power Commission on  limiting the mortality from this disease
offers great encouragement to those

Thursday should lead to a speedy agree-
ment with respect to the hydro contract.
Hundreds of such contracts have been
signed in Ontario, and there is nothing
difficult in the way of negotiating this
one. 'The citizens have waited patiently
for the execution of the contract, and
they are expecting the four commis-
sioners who rejected the Mayor's rec-
ommendation regarding the Bodell offer
to approach the matter in businesslike
fashion.

So soon as the contract is signed 1‘..«-5
city will be in a position to make real |

headway. The long delay has been pleas-
ing to the Power Company and equally
irritating to the citizens. There has been
no excuse for the delay, and any further
effort to block the execution of the con-
tract will be keenly resented and stiffly
resisted by the taxpayers. The Power
Company has refused to do business with
the city except on its own impossible

terms. The city must therefore go 21111‘.‘»1(13

and protect its own rights absolutely. |
[t has many times been pointed out

that St. John has the moral and legal
right to compete in the distribution of
electric current so that the consumer will
be sure of getting hydro at cost.

Power Company had been willing to

name a price for its property sufficient |

to take care of the money legitimately
invested there it would have been given

a fair and just hearing, but it has stead- |
offer that

fastly refused to make
was worthy a moment’s

any
consideration.

It will undoubtedly continue its efforts !

! to confuse the public mind and divert at-
tention from the real issue—power at
cost; for there can be no power at cost
unless the Musquash current is distribu-
ted without private profit.

nity to rid themselves of the burden of
monopoly rates. It is unthinkable that
they would agree to any arrangement

that would not guarantee all the benefits |

available from the Musquash develop-

ment.

FULLY PROTECTED.

Mr. K. H. Smith, Chief Engineer of
the Nova Scotia Power Commission,
whose letter to Mr. Foss is published
in this issue, explains that the damage
by lightning to the hydro line from St.

{ Margaret’s Bay to Halifax was negli- |

gible, and that the services of a steam
standby, although used, were not neces-
sary. And this was in one of the worst
{electrical storms ever experienced in that
1P:‘rt of the province. Mr. Smith’s as-
i surance is further proof that under con-
ditions resulting from the Musquash de-
velopment no steam standby is needed.
It would be expense for nothing.

It would be folly to carry a steam
plant, idle all the time, as an addition
to “the Musquash plant. No
ested competent electrical engineer who
knows ‘the capacity
system will dispute that. A steam plant,
maintained as a standby, is never ready
for immediate operation, and by the
time it could be got ready any damage
to the other system would undoubtedly
be repaired. ' And that is in cases where
only a single hydro line is operated. But

the- Musquash system has two separate |

lines so that if one were temporarily
damaged, the other would carry the load
without interruption in the service.
Don’t overlook that faet.

{ The insidious propaganda against the
Musquash should influence no one.

Brunswick Power Company is mighty
anxious to get it. That is an answer to

the Power Company supporters who are |

trying to create the impression that in
a dry season sufficient power might not

be available. \But no private company |

must get it—and no private company
must - distribute it. If the Power Com-
pany will not do business on the city’s
terms, well and good. The city must
| proceed accordingly.

i So soon as the recall petitions are filed
at City Hall—and they will be filed soon
—and a new Mayor is chosen, St. John
will - have no difficulty in carrying out
its plans effectively and successfully. In
the meantime the contract for the hydro
current should be executed and tenders
‘in\'i?(-d for the construction of a civic
distribution system. If the Power Com-
ipany has made that necessary that is
(not the fault of the citizens. But
rcitizens are in no mood to submit longer
| to monopoly dictation. )

THE BONUS BILL VETOED,

! The President of the United States
has vetoed the soldiers’ bonus bill} which
hiad been passed by Congress. It is prob-
able that no one will be greatly surprised
by his action. There was a widespread

(feeling that the bill would be passed
in both branches of Congress by the

votes of representatives and senators who

did not believe in it and who did not re-
gard the proposed action as feasible, but
who weré unwilling to antagonize the
soldier vote by opposing it—and that

Ithe .nembers of Congress took that atti-

| tude depending upon the President to
veto the bill. It has been charged that

Congress was not passing the bonus bill

l j —that it was merely *“passing the buck.” !
the |
city’s street railway system, which has |

Early in the discussion of the pro-
posal, the President had announced his
intention to exercise his power of veto
unless the bill, when it came to him,
contained definite and adequate provision
for securing the funds which would be
{needed to meet its requirements. Even
the revenue of such a wealthy country
ag the United States was not equal to
that test and, as no one knew it bet-
ter than the members of Congress, they
| were quite free to secure what political
ladvantage they could from supporting
the bill, in the knowledge that the Presi-
| dent would save the country from under- |
taking the burden which the measure |
| would impose.

{ The wisdom of the President’s stipu- !
| lation is indicated by the size of thé sum

{involved. In returning the measure to

Congress without his approval, the Presi- |

dent, in an accompanying
pointed out that, while the ultimate cost
could not be estimated, the treasury had
figured that the final charge could be
in excess of $4,000,000,000.
mates had placed the sum at an even
larger figure.

TO ENLIST THE NURSES.

The request of the graduate nurses of
New Brunswick, “that the
boards be asked to give nurses tubercu-
losis training in their general courses,”
does not seem at all unreasonable in
view of the prevalence of the disease.
Particularly as tuberculosis is very
largely a preventable disease and, when
contracted, is curable in most cases by
the use of prompt and intelligent mea-
sures, the training which could be given
the student nurses should be a valuable

“cation has been urged by the physicians

¢ ¢ i as the strongest weapon in the campaign | which the despatch originates it is esti-l It is a time of h
itself on the high road to industrial ex- |against tuberculosis and the training of | mated that it will not tak

the nurses would seem to be one of the

If the |

The people of St. John are face to face |
with a great opportunity—an opportu-|

disinter- |

of the Musquash |

The |
Musquash power is there—and the New

the |

message, |

Other esti-!

hospital |

| whose ambition it is to reduce the death
rate to a still lower level, but there is

much that yet remains to be done before
| the results can be regarded as satisfac-

jtory. Through the extension of public
| health nursing and various similar

| activities, the trained nurses are assum-
ling a larger part in the battle against
| disease and the special training sug-
gested would add to their efficiency in
the fight against this particular scourge.

NOTE AND COMMENT,
Developments in the Near Fast situa-
tion indicate that Britain’s readiness to
fight if necessary is the chief reason why
fizhting may not be necessary.
P O

The 40,000 ’longshoremen of the port
{of New York have completed their wage
negotiations for the coming year by the
acceptance of last year’s wage agreement
in its entirety.

* % %

The new Premier of Manitoba is not
to be allowed to take his seat without
a contest. He will have three opponents,
a rancher, a physician and a retired lum-
berman, all running as independents.

X k%

| It has taken the United States Con-
teen days to complete the new tariff—
‘and there are some people who believe
that the time might have been employed
to better advantage.
* * *

Universal suffrage gains more ground;
the new Irish Parliament has adopted a
resolution authorizing the extension of
the franchise to women on the same
terms as men in the new electoral regis-
;tcrs which are to be compiled.

* g

The stories of the atrocities commit-
| ted by the Turks in Smyrna, even after
! discounting the probable exaggerations,
{ furnish sufficient reasons—if additional
reasons were required—why the Turks
| should not be permitted to extend their
| control over Christian peoples.

i B R

ES

)
{ Those who are opposed to the public

) . . . |
.1 ownership and confrol of hydro distribu-'

|tion are forced to depend upon some re-
{ mar'table arguments. The Toronto
Globe remarks that: “According to the
{opponents of public ownership, Toronto

1is being impoverished by cheap Niagara, |

{ power.”

*
{  “The declaration at the Ottawa Fair
|by the Hon. J. A. Robb, Minister of
| Trade and Cemmerce, that nothing in

* ¥

| the United States tariff will prevent Can- |

|ada from going forward with courage
|and confidence,” says the Montreal Her-
fald,” “will find an enthusiastic echo
i throughout the country.”

* Ed

| Anxiety is felt concerning the condi-~
tion of Hon. W. C. Kennedy, Minister
of Railways, who underwent a second
{ operation in Montreal yesterday. It is
a rather curious coincidence that a for-
mer Minister of Railways, Hon. J. A.
Stewart, also is eritically ill in the same
hospital.

|

* ¥ =%

Representatives of the Canadian de-
partment of agriculture have sailed for
London to attend the conference on the
removal of the British embargo on Can-
adian cattle. It is hoped that this con-
ference will mark the last stage of the
extended negotiations, and that the lift-
ing of the embargo will follow.

* ok %
The Liberal candidate for the Sas-
! katchewan legislature was elected by
acclamation in Regina city’ yesterday.
. He is the sixth supporter of the govern-
ment to be returned in the six by-
elections which have taken place since
| Premier Dunning assumed office in
April. Evidently the Liberals are losing
no ground in Saskatchewan.,
* k%

{  “About 200,000 Christians are still ly-
|ing on the scashore at Smyrna awaiting
ihelp. Unless pressure is immediately ap-
| plied nobody will survive.,” This is the
| message sent by the British, French and
{ Italian consuls to the allied commission-
iers in Constantinople, In telling of the
;p]igfxt of these unfortunates, the mes-
isage tells also why the Turks should not
{be permitted to extend their rule over
| Christian peoples.
EY

-

Trouble with Turkey would increase
i the difficulty of the task which Great
| Britain has undertaken in assuming the
{ mandate for Palestine. The greater part

{ of the population is Mohammedan and |

|it would be natural that their
| pathies should be with Turkey.
{ fortunate that the
| sioner and commander-in-chief is a man
possessing the qualities with which Sir
| Herbert Samuel is credited.

{ * * *

sym-

It

| Although more than three weeks had
' passed since the forty-seven miners were
entombed in the Argonaut mine in Cali-
fornia, some faint hope that some of
them still might be alive had lingered in
the minds of their relatives and friends.
That Jast hope was dissipated when the
efforts to reopen the mine finally suc-
| ceeded yesterday, and one more tragedy

i has been added to the history of mining |

disasters.
*

The electors of New York state have

{given a very.decided answer to Mr. Wil-
{liam Randolph Hearst’s intimation that
{he is willing to accept the governor’s
(chair. “As Mr. Hearst has depended
{largely for his political strength upon
this anti-British attitude, the results of
|the state primaries would go to show
[that the feeling against Britain i{s not
| so strong nor so widespread as he had
{imagined; in fact, it would almost ap
{ pear to be negligible,

*

| *

*

Progress is being made in the negotia-'

itimn for the settlement of the disputes
between the Canadian railways and their
employes. Both sides have shown a dis-
position to deal with the matter in a
| reasonable manner and there has been
nothing to mar the good feeling and
mutual respect which evidently exists.
A settlement will be reached just as
promptly and as satisfactorily by such
i methods as it could be by any other
| means, and neither side forfeits the sym-
| pathy of the public. The contrast with
| the methods employed across the border
{is great, and the difference is gratifying.
i * % % 1
|

Belgium’s acceptance of the German
‘guurantt-cs for the reparation payments
is said, according to a Paris despatch,
{to open the way for a conference for
| the consideration of future reparation

| payments and of inter-Allied debts, to
"be held at Brussels in November. The
despatch continues: “Plans for the

Brussels conference probably will be |

A « 3 ’ . Allies have dis-|
aid in the fight against its ravages. Edu-, posed of the Near East crisis”—which !

formulated after the

would indicate that in the quarter from

pose of the crisis.

gress one year, eight months and thir-i

is
new high commis- |

e long to dis- l w

! At the Dardanelles.

(New York Herald.)
| The British return to the Dardanelles
iseven years after their retirement from
it in an entirely different role from that
which they had in the world war. To-
day they are Europe’s protector of this
Near East waterway, performing a duty
placed upon them by the Allied com-
mission at Constantinople. The sending
of additioins to the Mediterranean fieet
and the cceation of a formidable ar-
mada in these Levantine waters are in-
dications of their belief that if war is
to come with the Kemalists it will cen-
tre around Constantinople and the Turk-
ish straits.

The defenses of the Dardanelles halt-
ed the British in their attempted ad-
vance upon Constantinople on Jan. 9,
1916, and the Gallipoli campaign ended.
This narrow Turkish strait had been
fortified largely through the aid of Ger-
man military engineers and its forts and
its defenses of strategic points were
manned by Turkish soldiers. Winston

Churchill’s advice “Take the Dardanelles |

and Constantinople if it costs forty
ships” comes now as a reminder of
those days. The attempt was made not
at the cost of forty ships but of three
lost and three disabled, yet the suffering
and the privations of the British col-
onial troops in the campaign made the
Dardanelles one of the bitterest of the
empire’s war memories.

The situation now is reversed. The
defenses of this strait would be in the
?mnds not of the Turks but of the Brit-
ish. The forts of Tchanak Kale, Kilid
Bahr and Kale Sultanie, the Dardanelles’
‘narrowest points, and of Nagara, Maidos
and Gallipoli remain as strong as they
were in the world war, but they are not
manned nor will they be manned by
Turks. There is no defense in the hands
of the opposing forces on the Dardan-
jelles, Marmora Sea, at Constantinople or
jalong the Bosporus.

The Kemalists as a military force are
on the Asiatic side of the straits. As
yet there is nothing to indicate that
they have even advanced so far as to
encroach upon’ the neutral territory
marked out by the Allied commission.
 What their leader desires is the occu-
i pation of Constantinople, the plains of
Thrace and Adrianople. As the situa-
tion stands at present to attain any one
of these points he would be compelled
to cross the straits or to transport his
forces from Asia Minor jacross either
the Aegean Sea on the south of the
Black Sea on the north. In the first
(place, Kemal is without a navy or a
{ transport system; in the next place, the
British warships are sufficient in num-
ber to guard against such an attempt
ton Kemal’s part,

) What force Kemal has at hig com-
{mand is not deflnitely known, It is said
that he brought to the Aegean coast an
{army of 140,000 men. To what extent
the could increase this force is prob-
|lematic. The figures of Turkish mili-
tary forces in the past were always un-
reliable. The world war proved to the
Germans that not. half of the Turks
whom official reports showed ready for
service were actually available, equipped
and capable of service. The two sources
Ifrum which speculation says Kemal
imight ;swell his forces into formidable
{armies are Bolshevik Russia and the
! Islamic world through a holy war,

It is perhaps true that if the Moscow
Soviet really hecame an ally of Kemal-
fﬁm it might throw into the Balkan pen-
insula an army which with the assist-
ance of the Bulgarians could advance
,from. the north upon Adrianople and
jcross the Thracian plains to Tchatalja
jand the Aegean coast. But Bulgaria
thas shown no inclination to encounter
the enmity of her Balkan neighbors by
such a move. The Moscow Soviet has
not definitely announced its determina-
tion to incur the hostility of western
Europe by joining the Turks.

A holy war, as has been shown by
history, is not a very safe dependence
for a Moslem leader. Islam is divided
{by sects and varying political and racial
1in1.erests and it has never been possible
in the last four centuries to unite it on
a military aventure. Kemal will get re-
cruits from Mohammedan lands, Agi-
tators will stir up trouble where they
can. But will they arouse an anti-
Christian movement, of such proportions
in India, Mesopotamia or the Eastern
Empire as to force Great
abandon her protection
East?

The plain, patent fact now is that the
danger centres around Constantinople.
Can Kemal cross the Turkish straits in-
to Europe? He cannot so long as the
British navy stands in his way.

of the Near

English-Speaking Unity,
(Loondon Iandmark.)

Travel east, or travel west, journey
north or south, and you will find an
abiding faith in the honesty and power
of the English-speaking peoples. Out of
the tribulation and turmoil the nations
of the world belieive that a way will be
found through the steadfast characteris-
tics of these free nations. For seven
vears, when other states were in a pro-
cess of disintegration, the Britannic Do-
minions and the great Republic of Am-
erica were being knit together by bands
more firm. :

Awaiting the Last Word,
(Toronto Mail and Empire.)
Kipling denies that he said what Clar.
Sheridan reported him as saying, Hi

million admirers will be pleased to hea
it, but he has been so slammed in the

(]
5
r

United States and elsewhere because he |

was supposed to have said it that he is
likely to be goaded into saying some
thing worse,

A Mild Statement.

(Toronto Globe.)
The London Times says the new
United States tariff is framed in direct

opposition to economic law,
mild statement of fact,
pleaded in extenuation that its framers
do not know what economic law is,

This is a

In September,

(By Clinton Scollard, in New York
Herald.)

There is a dale wherein the bee balm
grows
Like dying embers of an altar fire;
Here lips are red upon the wilding rose
;\nd' low winds play upon the linden
lyre,

In garnered fields near by a faded gold
Shows on the barley stubble; thistle
seed
Drifts drowsily and pendantly unfold
The topaz blossoms of the jewel weed.

Hea7y with languor ripened pippins fall,

While in the copses lingering thrushes
croon,

And as the night droops dreamily o’er

a
A faint haze fills the chalice of the
! moon.

|

alf forgotten joys

hen earth, as one in visions, stands

at poise,

Practical Proofs.

(Toronto Globe.) !
Mr. Gordon Kribs, electrical engincer
| for the New Brunswick Electric Power |
Commission, has made a statement show- |
ing that one consumer in an Ontario |
town who uses all kinds of electrical ap-|

CRNGFOR
FAMILIES OF

Britain to |

It can only be |

pliances, pays from $4 to $6.84 a month
for service, which at the New Brins-
wick Power Company’s rate would cost
from $24.27 to $43.69 a month.

Electrice irons, toasters, coffee per-
colators, vacuum cleaners, washing
machines, air and water heaters,
cooking ranges and numerous other
devices are being used in Ontario
homes. Tllectric stoves for cooking
are being installed in such large num-
bers that the manufacturers are
hardly able to keep up with the de-
mand. This is all due to the low
domestic rates in force in the Ontario
Hydro municipalities.

New Brunswick is being educated by
such comparisons between private mon-
opoly and public ownership—practical
restilts, not theories. There ought to be
the same sort of educational campaign
in Quebec. The people are said to bhe
opposed to public ownership, but they
are thrifty, and would be open to argu-
ment in the form of facts and figures.

(Toronto Globe.)

Business agents of the building trades
industry were exercised the other day on
learning that a number of girls in this
city were laying hardwood floors. They |
have been given another shock by the

later discovery that a woman is actually
working at bricklaying within a mile of
the city limits. Apprehension will not
be allayed by the report that she is high-
ly proficient. On one occasion she was
observed laying bricks on an inside wall,
and, on another was even seen to be
tacking on laths.

In some parts of continental Europe
it is not uncommon to see women at,
work in every branch of building, even
to the carrying of the hod. It is an
ancient custom in such countries, like
the tilling of the soil by peasant women
and children, but who knows whether or
not a similar condition will be brought
about on this continent by sheer ne-|
cessity? Today in the United States and
Canada there is an actual shortage of|
labor in the building trades, and there!
js no sign that the ranks are being re-|
cruited sufficiently for future needs. In|
this country there was a constant influx|
of British building mechanics before the|
war, but it has almost ceased because|
there is abnormal building activity in|
Great Britain, anrd it will require years |
to complete the public housing pro-|
grammes alone. More serious still, there
is no adequate apprenticeship system
here. Employers complain that the
unions impose restrictions that aim at a
chronic shortage of labor. Journeymen |
reply that it is difficult to persuade
youths to learn a trade which is seasonal
in its nature and subject to periods of
unemployment. Whatever the causes,
there is a general scarcity of bricklayers,
carpenters, and other building workers.
Contractors on a large scale are scouring
the continent for men, offering wages
that offset any decrease in the cost of
building supplies. If this state of af-
fairs becomes chronic, the unions need |
not be surprised if many enterprising|
women decide to enter a field of employ-
ment hitherto monopolized by the men.

Coal and Its Cost, !

(Montreal Herald.) -« {

A Pennsylvania paper published in thel
anthracite fields says that the price of
coal is $4 at the mine’s mouth, which
leads to the natural enquiry why should
it be selling in Montreal for over four
times that sum? The cost of hauling it
to market has been decreased and the
miners are back at the old wages, which
causes the Chicago Daily News to de-
| clare that “the consuming public should
]iusist upon having proof that higher coal
prices are a necessity, and not a hold- |
up.” £
The Toronto Globe takes the same !
view and expresses it thus:—As the cost
of production is not increased, there will |
| be no excuse whatever for a general in-
i creuse of prices, and adds that such a
{ proceeding “would be simply a hold-up.”
Opinion on both sides of the line seemns
to coincide on the question. In Mont-
real yesterday a consumer paid $16.80 ]
for a ton of anthracite. In Toronto the |
dealers are charging $15.50 and publicly |
inform the citizens that they need not!
be alarmed over the supply of American
anthracite, which is the fuel usually con- |
{sumed in private houses in this country |
{in winter time. |

} Six-Wheeled Vehicles. )
! The demand for motor transport wag- !
j ons capable of carrying very heavy loads
{ has led to the design of six-wheeled ve- |

hicles, in which the load is better dis-
|tribut¢~d than is possible on a four-
wheeled vehicle. Several types of six-
wheeled vehicles have been developed in
Great Britain, and one of the latest
shows conspicuous improvements. It
may be regarded as a four-wheeled ve-
hicle with a two-wheeled tractor attach- |
ed. The tractor moves on a turntable |
attached to the fore end of the wagon |
proper, and the pecularity of the new ar- |
rangement is that the rear wheels of the |
wagon are also on a turntable. The re- |
sult is that when the vehicle goes round
the corner the rear wheels follow the
front wheels exactly, thGis enabling the
wagon to be manoeuvred with the great- |
est possible ease. FEven when the vehicle |
is backed, it can be readily manoeuvred |
|in awkward situations. Existing four- |
| wheeled vehicles can be readily converted
|into the new type, so doubling their |

carrying capacity at a very moderate ex- |
{ pense.
|

|
|
{
|
|
{
i

{ Smile while you sweat.—Forbes Maga- |
| zine (N. Y.)

Plant a Tree.

He who plants a tree
Plants a hope.

Rootlets up through fibres blindly grope;
Leaves unfold into horizons free. |

So man’s life must elimb

From the clods of time

Unto heavens sublime.
| Canst thou prophesy, thou little tree,
| What the glory of thy boughs shall be?

He who plants a tree !
Plants a joy;
Plants a comfort that will never cloy.
Every day a fresh reality, 5
Beautiful and strong,
To whose shelter throng,
Creatures blithe with song,
| If thou couldst but know, thou happy
tree,
Of the bliss that shall inhabit thee!

He who plants a free
He plants peace. {
Under its green curtains jargons cease: |
Leaf and zephyr murmur soothingly ; "
Shadows soft with sleep
Down tired eyelids creep,
Balm of slumber deep.
Never hast thou dreamed, thou l,'lt‘xﬁ('di
tree, !
Of the benediction thou shalt be,
—Lucy Larcom.

Women as Builders. 5

{ cult to charter for trans-

< MINE VIGTIG

|
|

Jackson, Cal., Sept. 20—While a mine

| rescue crew continued to bring to the

i surface bodies of victims of the Argonaut

| mine disaster, the west today had turned

lits attention to relieving the plight of

{ families and dependents of the forty=

{ seven men.

{  Compensation checks and funds
realized from prize fight and theatre beas®
fit performances already are beginning to
pour in. -

. Superintendent W." M. Mullen of the
Claims |Department of the ' California
Compensation Insurance Fund has sent
checks to ten of the stricken families. He

| announced that eighteen families would

| receive checks monthly ranging from $69
| to $88 for a period of 240 weeks. Thirty-
leight bodies still remained early today
on the 4,350 foot level of the Argonaut.

{ Identification is possible only by means

{of scars, teeth and other personal char-

i acteristics. * Rescue officials expressed the
hope that all bodies would be out .to-

| IMOTTOW,

TWO SCHOLARSHIPS
MAY GO BEGGING

The two scholarships offered to nurses
willing to train in public health nursing
in order that they may take up that
work in New Brunswick, seem likely to
go begging. One scholarship has been
awarded, but two others, one presented
by the New Brunswick Red Cross and
the other presented by the Women’s In-
stitutes of the province have had no ap-
plicants. The province js urgently in
need of nurses with a public health
training and it was hoped that the
scholarships might enable some nurses
to qualify who wished to take up this
important branch of their work but
were not able to give the necessary time
to training otherwise. The scholarships
are available to high school graduates
who have also been graduated from a
recognized training school for nurses and

will admit the nurse to the course of
training at Toronto University. The

course commences on September 26 and

the time remaining for applications to
be received is very short. Miss H. T.
Meiklejohn, director of public' health

nursing services, who has been endeavor-
ing to get in touch with nurses willing
to train in public health work, feared
last night that the two scholarships
would not be awarded in time.

MUST PAY TAXES
OR GIVE UP CARS

Sydney, Sept. 20—Unless their owners
pay their arrears in taxes within the next
two days, forty-one automobiles owned
in Sydney will be seized by Tax Collee-
tor Malcolm MacKay. Alderman W.
H. Manson, chairman of the finance
committee thought it strange that cer-
tain citizens were unable to pay their
taxes but could afford to ride about in
high-powered cars. Then he ordered a
survey of the books and today has dis-
covered more than forty cases of this
kind. The order to seize the cars fol-
lowed.

Four Shaky Grooms
Sit on Hats While
Awaiting Licenses

Toronto, Sept. 20—In their ner-
vousness, four of the thirty-one ap-
plicants for marriage licenses at the
city hall yesterday ruined their hats
by sitting on them. “First of all
give me your hat before yous take a
chair,” is today the cautious request
of the kind-hearted officials when
the prospective bridegroom enters

the office where the licenses are
issued.

Longevity Chances.

(London Punch.)
An American who claims to be the

oldest motorist in the world is 111. The
odds are increasingly against anything
like that age being attained by a pedes-
trian. -

FUEL CONTROLLER
HAS SUGGESTIONS

The provincial fuel administration has
addressed the following letter to the city
council:

Sept. 19, 1922,
His Worship the Mayor and Common
Council, City of St. John, N. B.:

Dear sirs,—It is not anticipated that
there will be over fifty per cent. of the
usual quantity of American anthracite
between the 1st of April, 1922, and the
Ist of April, 1923. St. John has already
received twenty-five per cent. of that
quantity.
~ Under the American plan, which it
is anticipated will be followed by the
advisory committee at Ottawa there
are three classes for distribution, of
which domestic use is the first, there-
fore, if you have any contracts for Am-
erican anthracite which have not been
}ill('d, you are requested to cancel same
in the interest of ‘the public and provide
a substitute, either Welsh anthracite or
lvittumim)us, whichever you prefer or can
get.

I fllso recommend that you take in or
receive at least a portion of your require-
ments from cargoes now here or on the
way in order to relieve the dealers and
give them more storage capacity that
they may make further importations for
the winter, as later it will be more diffi-
than it js at present. Atlsutie vas!

Yours respectfully,
GEORGE S, CUSHING,
Provincial Fuel Administrator.

Plebiscite on New Province,

Port Arthur, Sept. 21—F. H. Keefer,
ex-M, _P... writes to the press, suggesting
a pl('*bl.scxtc at the time of the January
elections in all municipalities from White
River‘ to the Manitoba boundary on the
question of forming a new province.




