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HOUSE OF \EMBIY.

WepNESDAY, Feb. 11.

REPORTING THE DEBATES.

After the transaction of some business, hon. Mr. Hazen
rose and said he would Jike to see the Report of the Legisla-
lative Library on the subject of remunerating the Reporters,
brought up and disposed of; upon which the House went
into Committee of the whole on that subject: Mr. Gilbert in
the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Hazen moved that the Report be accepted.

Mr. Exp said the subject was one which had been debated
for several years, and no definite arrangement having been
made the House at last by Resolution appointed the Library
Committee to arrange and dispose of it. The Committee had
therefore done the very best they could—they had made the
best bargain they were able and the parties engaged to re-
port, who were now going on with the work considered the
House under, pledge to them. The Committee had recom-
mended that the sum of £350 be granted for the service,
£150 to be appropriated. to. the Reports of the Council and
£200 to those of the Assembly. This amount would
not he was convinced be thought too much, and as a proof
he would mention the opinion of the hon. member from St.
John who was well known in all matters of Economy, to
be actuated by the purest motives, and who had stated that
£400 would not be too much. The Reporters were he be-
lieved doing their duty correctly; and they were entitled to
remuneration.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER said that as he viewed the question
it stood thus:—there was £350 granted for the service, £150
of which was appropriated to the Reports of the Council,
and the remaining £200 to be divided between the three
Reporters in the House.—Mr. Partelow. ¢ Between twoof
them only.’’—That would mot be fair; it would be better
grant three hundred below, and £100 to Mr. Blatch. This
would placc all en an equal footing. « He had seen the pub-
lication of a debate in the Legislative Council in. the last
Head Quarters and he theught the proprietor of that paper
was entitled to pay, as well as the others.

Mr. Exp declared that he would not consent either di-
rectly or indirectly, that any more than £350 should be ap-
propriated: for such was the distinct understanding between
the Committees of both Houses. = The three publishers had
been seen and agreed with, and surely the House would not
think of granting either more or less than the sum already
recommended. He was sure there was no deception—that
it was a fair bargain—and that it was impossible to misun-
derstand it.

Hon. Mr. Hazex~ remarked that the learned member for
York, Mr. Fisher understood the subject for he was one of
the Committee. For his.own part he did not see how the
Head Quarters could be shut out from the grant—and he
¥mew the proprietor of that paper expected it.

Mr. WiLmor said he as one of the Committee had not
signed the Report, for besides his thinking it an unfuir one,
he was unwilling to give so much power to any Comnmittee,
even though himself was a member of it. - The fuct was that
Hogg and Hill had put their: heads together but neither of
them were competent Reporters—although they might Re-
port a small -paragraph of 25 lines or thereabouts, pretty
well. -~ £200 was quite too much, besides its being coupled
with the manifest injustice that two only were to be recog-
nized, while there were three engaged in doing the service
The labour of Reporting in the House was five times more
arduous than that in the Council, and there was this addi-
tional benefit in having three reporters below, that one
might catch up what - the other two lost..  Upon the whole
he thought it better to let the affair stand over till the end of
the Session, and let it-be disposed of in the usual manner.

Mr. Fisuer said if there was any person in fault it must
be the proprieter of the Head Quarters himself but the Com-
mittee in order to obviate ¢he difficulty which had occurred
had coneluded to give him 50 pounds for publishing without
Reporting, the Debates of the Council. The Committee,
which was appointed without his (Mr. Fisher’s) concurrence:
had felt themselves embarrassed by the arrangement which
bad been made with Mr. Blatch; and under these circum-
stances his learned colleague had asked him what must be
done, to which he (Mr. Fisher) had answered that he would
not feel willing to grant any more above than he would in that
House where the labour was much greater.  With respect
to Mr. Phillips, he had informed him (Mr. F.) that he would
ot 7eport during this Session; and afterwards when the pro-

al came from the other Reporters the thought occurred to

im (Mr. Fisher) that Mr. Phillips might get the publish-
ing of the Ceuncil Debates, for which 50 pounds was
allowed. ' The conclusion which he had come to when Mr.
Phillips: afterwards sent a lower proposal in, was that he
wanted to break up the arragement already entered into, with
the': other Reporters; and this opinion was strengthened
on a consideration’ that the Head Quarters even to the last
moment had ‘published no notice of Reporting—that its pro-
prietor had made no proposal—that the Reporter was not in
"his box en the first day, and that on his being sent for by the
Committee, he had informed them that he would not Re-
port!

Mr. WiLyoT retorted. His learned colleague had stated
that the offer made by Mr. Philips was in order to defeat the
Bill—were these his facts 2 How did he know that this was
a fact? One fact was, Mr. Philips had offered to do the
work cheaper, and although there was no bargain made on
the first day yet his offer was rejected. 'This statement of
facts was unauthorized and unfair. The Head Quarters
should have an equal claim with the others.

Mr. Fisaer.. ¢ Yet the facts stand as they did before.
Mr. Botsford informed me that Mr. Philips stated directly,
thut he would not Report at all.””

Mr. Exp said he kaew nothing of Mr. Philips; and could
therefore harbour no unfriendly feeling against him. The
umpression on his (Mr. End’s) mind notwithstanding was,
ahat the .intention of Mr. Philips was to upset the proposal
;made by the other parties by thus waiting until its amount
tbecame known and then offering to report so much eheaper.
Let the Committee look at the facts, for after all they were
ot easily disposed of. Mr. Philipsdid not advertise, and did
-not propose, and did not on the day of opening, appear in the
Box; but on the contrary when the question was put to him
*by the Committee he stated that he would not Report; and
et in the face of all this the learned member for York (Mr.
Wilmot) had endeavoured to throw blame on the Committee
for not employing him. He (Mr. End) wishing to doall jus-
tice to all the parties had eaquired for Mr. Philips, and was
told that he had made no application. Then in three or four
days afterwards he came in with a proposal which was
evidently designed to upset all that had been done—such at

least was the conclusion to be drawn from all the circum-
stances. With regard to letting the arrangement of the
Reporters grant lie over to the end of the Session he (Mr. E.)
did not ke it; for it then looked as if it were intended
to endorse all that had been Reported, whereas paying
in ‘the first instance would lead to no snch disadvantage.—
The Committee had only done their duty, an unpleasant one
to be sure; but they thought they had disposed of all the dif-
ficulty by employing Philips to publish above, leaving the
others to Report in the House. This plan nppeareg un-
objectionable, and in fact the only one which it was in their
power to adopt.

Mr. HaniNGToN would not leave the matter to the
Library Committee, for they had not acted aecording to their
instructions in procuring the services of competent Reporters
in the manner which was contemplated.  He would ask had
they proposed to any of the printers in St. John to send up
Reporters 2 He thought the Committee were more influ-
enced by the desire of seeing their Speeches lengthened out
and remarked upon by the publishers in Fredericton. Tt

mittee. ‘
it was not much to be wondered at; and with respect to the i
Loyalist, the Editor of that paper had often said he’d not |
take a grant if it were made to him.
give more this year than the last, for Reporting ?

what authority had the Committee acted to make them (lo‘i
so? ‘He (Mr. Hanington) would give a liberal sum to each |
of them, but he would tather let their grants come up in |

affair in the hands of the Library Committee, who had taken |
the offer of the Loyalist and Reporter notwithstanding |hc‘.
Head Quarters had afterwards offered to do the work|
cheaper. Under these circumstances he knew nothing that |
could be done except to enlarge the grant and pay the Head
Quarters also

Hon. Col. M‘LEop said, ifhe understood the case, it stood
thus: £150 was conceded for the debates of the Council,
out of which Mr. Philips was to receive 50 for publishing;
and the demand of the learned member for York (Mr. Wil-
mot) was that out of the £200 granted for the Debates of

| the Lower House, the same Individual should receive one
third thus giving him 50 pounds more than either of those

who had proposed in the first place to do the duty. If this
was fair play, he (Col. M‘Leod) could not understand it.—
If any alteration were made, it would be more equitable
to divide the sum of 250 between the three, and let Mr.
Blatch get what had heen proposed from the beginning. If
however, every one whether engaged to Report or not, come
to the House in expection of a Grant, it was high time that
the House should put a stop at once to them, and pay those
only who might be empleyed to Report in a regular way.
Mr. HivLw said the best possible arrangement was that
made by the Committee. By it Mr. Philips who has no re-
porting to do, gets £50. Either this plan should be carried
out, or stop the sum for publishing above and divide the
amount below.

Here his honor the Speaker said something which in con-
sequence of noise on the gallery at the moment, we did not
hear distinctly. We think it was to ‘the effect that £100
might be granted to each of the Reporters.

Mr. END now rose and stated briefly that he had just then
seen a member of the Committee belonging to the Upper
House, who had informed him that on Mr. Philips being ap-
plied to, he had refused to Report.

Mr. WiLmoTt made answer that'Mr. Philips had only
been prevented from proposing because the whole affair had
been kept private.

Mr. ScouLLAR remarked that this was a subject which
always gave a good deal of trouble to the House. It was
always resolved at the beginning of a Session that Reporters
shouald not be paid, but nevertheless they were always paid
towards the conclusion. He was willing to pay the Reporter
in the Council the amount for which they had contracted and
let the Reporter’s grants in the House lie over to the end of
the Session.

Mr. W. H. STREET said the whole matter had been re-
ferred to the Library Committee, and he thought the House
bound by their decision. The Committee was a joint one
from both Houses, and they having acted according to their
directions, were entitled to have their Report accepted and
adopted by the House.

Mr. Wirmor asked would that be doing justice to the
Head Quarters, whose readers were as well entitled to have
the Reports as those of the other papers thus recognized by
the Committee ?

Mr. Haze~ asked the learned member for York (Mr.
Fisher) if he considered the Committee bound by the ar-
rangement made with the two Reporters ?

Mr. Fisaer said he thought they were.

Mr. JorpAN said he thought the joint Committee had
done the very best that the circumstances would allow.—
Mr. Blatch had already been employed to Report for the
Council, and Mr. Philips being employed to publish his De-
bates, could not expect the same as the other Reporters, as
he could not of course do so much work. The others were
employed especially tor the House and would be expected to
fulfil their agreement. The better way would therefore be
to leave the matter with the Committee, and let them pay
Mr. Philips for whatever he might do.

Mr. Borsrorp said he had hoped the thing would have
been left to the Committee, but as it appeared there were
some objections made to that course, the better plan would
be to let it come up in supply, and let the subject then be
investjgated.

Here Mr, Wilmot moved that all the Reporters be paid
alike—but we did not hear the motion seconded.

Mr. ScouLLAR said that this would be defeating the re-
commendation of the Committee and he would object to it.

Mr. Exp asked if the House expected the Committee to
go abroad and hunt up printers to propose for publishing the
Debates? No one could expect any thing so unreasonable;
but still to remove all objections the Committee had made
application to Mr. Philips and he had refused them. What
then was the Committee todo? He protested if used in
this manner he should never wish to sit again to perform
duties imposed by the House and yet be received so unthank-
fully. The Committee had to the very best of their ability
carried out the intention of the House in providing compe-
tent Reporters; and would it be supposed, or would the
opinion for a moment be entertained that in consequence of
a proposal since made by a printer, the arrangements of the
Committee and the House were to be frustrated ?

Mr. HANINGTON, the Committee had just ascertained
that the work was worth twice as much as it was last year—
but the Committee was not the whole House, but the House
had the right to regulate the grants.

Mr. THoMsoN observed that the House had agreed to
Jeave the matter in the hands of the Committee, and it would
be an embarrassment of the regulations entered into on be
half of both Houses if the Committee were not sustained.

(We lost some observations made by Mr. Palmer at this
stage of the debate, in consequence of an interruption.)

Mr. BARBERIE observed that this was, through its fre-
quency, a most troublesome subject: for more time than the
grant would amount to, was annually wasted iir its discussion
It was however obvious to him, that after a Committee from
both Houses had met, and concluded upon a certain arrange-
ment as the best they would make, that in common courtesy
toindividuals tbus employed, their Report should be adopted.
He would suggest that the House should have some respect
for their Committees, and he thought that in the present cuse
the gentlemen who had acted, deserved to be supported.—
They could not it was true, compel Mr. Philips to work,
but they had asked him to do so, and he had refused them;
but afterwards for some reason or other, he had tried to
throw down or destroy what had been done; bat if the
House had any respect for its own doings this claim would
be resisted, and the Report of the Committee carried out.

Mr. PARTELOW had not intended to speak but he wished
to remind hon. members that last year on motton of (Mr.
Boyd we think) the House had decided to employ Reporters
during the ensuing Session; and in order to carry out this
intention they had resolved that the affair should be arranged
by the Library Committee; both Mr. Fisher and Mr. End
objecting to the responsibility. The House had nevertheless
persisted—the Library Committee had met and' reported—
and he would now ask was not the House in duty bound to
sustain the Report? Further, a grant might be made to Mr.
Philips in supply, if he should earn it.

We understood Dr. Earle tosay that he was averse to pay-
ing Reporters, unless they were unconnected with the press
of the country.

Here Mr. Wilmot made some comparisons between the

Reporter of the Head Quarters and ourselves, the amount

would be better to refer the whole matter to the Committee of | of which was, that the Reporte
Supply, and let it come up in the usual manner than toallow | House could report as \\j(*ll as t
such an extraordinary degree of power to the. Library Com- | side--Mr. Philips he said publish
In reference to Mr. Philips, he (Mr. H.) did not| why would not his two sheets

know him, but if he had really taken the course represented, | and a half of ours—the type

ber’s attention to the fact that Mr.’ !
But he would ask why | publish the debates of the Council in his
Upon | the service he was to have 50 pounds.

compositor.”’

supply than to leave it to the management of the Committee. | with the understanding thi
Mr. Boyp said the House had to a certainty put the whole | ply, was put and carried.

r on the northeast side of the
he Reporter on the southwest
ed two weekly sheets, and
contain as much as a sheet
s being the same?

leave to call the learned mem-
Philips had engaged to
paper—and that for

Hon. Mr. M‘LEoD begged

Mr. WiLyor.—< The 50 pounds would not pay the

motion for the Committee to rise,

Here Mr. Scoullar’s
at the grants be referred to sup

THURSDAY, February 12, 1846.
COLONIAL MINISTER’S DESPATCHES.

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole, in consideration of the Despatches laid before them

from the Colonial Secretary, said despatches relating to the

appointment of Mr. Reade, and the Bill passed last session

to amend the Charter of King’s College,

Mr. Wiraot rose and said ¢ I shall confine the remarks

I am about to make at present, to the first of those des-

patches. We stand, Sir, as the Representatives of the peo-

ple, in a different position towards the Sovereign than we

have oceupied at any former period. There is certainly no pre-

cedent to be found in the records of our Colony of this House

having occupied a similar position; and I doubt if s_u('h a

precedent can be found in any other Colony; and I will tell

the House why; hitherto, whenever this House has addressed

the Sovereizn, it has always received a reply through the

Colonial Secretary. We do not ask it asa favour, Sir, but
as our constitutional right ! We represent the people, and

in that capacity have certain duties to p:;‘rfu.un; :(\nd if we

find cause to approach Her Majesty, for information, or for
the removal of what we consider a grievance, we do so by
address, and we expect a reply. But here for the first time
we have addressed Her Majesty, and received no answer.”’

The Hon. Member went on to state that he did not stand
there for the purpose of making a speech, but he must,
nevertheless, observe that they had just passed through a
memorable year; it was a year remarkable for a struggle
between the people and the Executive, in which the former
had obtained the vantage ground—a year which would be
long looked back to by the inhabitants of this Province.
Now the question was, had any despateh, in answer to their
address. been received 7 If such address had been received,
why was it not laid before them ? He thought that it was
their duty, under the circumstances, to address Her Majes-
ty’s Representativ and ask whether he has received any
reply to their address, and request that the despatch, if any
such has been received, be laid before them. Last year the
head of the Government in this Province thought that in
virtue of his office he could do as he liked, and dispose of
everything which came under his consideration, in direct
opposition to the wishes of the people. He (Mr. Wilmot)
regretted that such should have been the case; he regretted
that these high-hauded measures had caused such a strong
excitement throughout the country, for all the excitement of
the past year was clearly traceable back to this one act of the
Government. - He also regretted the pertinacious adherence
to this course until a higher power felt bound to interfere
and annul it. All the excitement was caused by the Exec-
utive, not by the House of Assembly; in fact that House
could not agitatate, and would go on, peaceably with their
business, unless any act of the Executive should infringe
upon the rights of their constituents, when they were bound
to interfere; and in that case it had been thrust upon them.
The struggle was oyer, the dispute had received the decis-
ion of the highest power in the realm, and that decision was
in their favour. 'That House now stood upon very proud
ground, for they had never found occasion to appeal to their
Sovereign but a decision had been given in their favour.
(Hear, hear!) Here before them was the Despatch by
which the appointment had been annulled, and the reasons
given were a reference to the principles laid down in a Des-
patch from Lord Glenelg to Sir Francis Head, dated 1835.
He assumed that the Governor had been furnished with this
Despatch upon his coming to this Province, as a part of his
instructions, and he thought it a little remarkable that a rule
so distinctly laid down should have been violated. (Here
the Hon. Member read the whole of Lord Glenelg’s des-
patch, from which Lord Stanley had quoted') Now there
were but two cases of exemption pointed out; one in the
appointment of men connected with any scientific object,
and the other the appointment to offices near the Governor’s
person. ‘When the House passed the address of last ses-
sion this despatch of Lord Glenelg’s was not before them,
and yet the words of the address were almost exactly the
same. Bnt with a rule laid down for his guidance, how
could the Governor break it? He could only suppose oue
reason why it was broken, which was that the Governor
was ignorant of its existence; and if the Governor was thus
ignorant of his instructions, he was culpable. But this
much he felt bound to say on the subject, that if the Gov-
ernor was ignorant of a rule laid down in 1834, the House
were no less so. It was singular that throughout all the
excitement occasioned by the appointment, and all the dis-
cussions which arose in consequence, no member of that
House brought forward that simple rule, although laid down
in the despatches of a Colonial Secretary, which had been
printed und so generally read, copies of which were then
lying in the Legislative Library ! He must confess that it
never occurred to him at the time, and he presumed other
Hon. Members would say the same.

He would now ask, what is the duty of a Governor when
he receives despatches from the Colonial Secretary in reply
to the House of Assembly ? Was there any precedent in
existence for a Governor fo make extracts from such des-
patches, and communicate them thns mutilated to the House,
without consulting his Advisers? Now if he had consulted
his Advisers, he (Mr. Wilmot) would assume that they
would have told him it would be better to lay the whole
before the House than to mutilate them, for any thing kept
back is apt to beget suspicion.  If the despatches were con-
fidential, the Governor should have sent none of them, and
if not confidential, he should have sent the whole. But
what if it should turn out that the Governor had never con-
sulted his Advisers at all, but had taken it upon himself to
keep back part of the despatch! He did not know what
the Hon. Member of Government (Mr. Hazen) might think

roper—or be at liberty—to say upon this subject; but if it
should turn out that the Governor had taken it upon himself
to riddle and break up the despatch from the Colonial Sec-
retary to that House, it was_ highly improper conduct. He
should take these grounds, that if the extracts then before
them was the answer, and the only answer, to their address,
they were entitled to receive the whole; and if that was not
the answer, they were entitled to have the proper reply laid
before them. (Here the Hon. Member read a resolution he
intended to offer, for an address to His Excellency, calling
for such despatch or despatches as he had recevied in reply
to their address of last year.) In conclusion, he would ob-
serve that if the Hon. Member belonging to the Govern-
ment was authorized to say this was the answer and the
only one, they were bound to receive it as such; if not, he
should press the resolution. It was possible that Lord Stan-
ley might'in this instance have departed from the general
rule to spare the feelings of the members of the late Govern-
ment: bnt what a position was it for a Government to be
placed in, thus to embarrass the proceedings of the Colonial
Secretary ! He begged to be understood that he had made
these observations, and introduced his resolution, not from
any factions motives, but because he considered it to be a
duty he owed to his constituents; and he would go so far as
his ‘duty led him, and no further.

Hon, Mr. Haze~ said he did not rise to oppose the reso-

Jution, but he thought that when the House had heard
what he was authorized to state, they would perceive the
inutility of that course. He was highly satisfied with }he
tone of the Hon. Member’s remarks who had preceded him;
indeed he thought that Hon. Member had gone no further
than the circumstances of the case appeared to warrant,
But he was sorry the, Hon. Member had referred to the
Despatches of Lord Glenelg, as it was a remarkaible fact,
and one which was not very creditable to that House, that
the rule Jaid down in these despatches bad never been al-
Juded to during the whole course of the debates and agita-
tion of last year. But it was also a remarkable fact, that
although those despatches were not before them, three of
those who then retired from the Government had retired
upon the very principle laid down in those despatches,
The Hon. Member for York (Mr. Wilmot) had gone further
—he had taken other, and what he no doubt considered,
better, grounds; but that Hon. Member’s colleague had
taken the opportunity at a late public meeting, of challeng-
ing him (Mr. Hazen,) and the other two members who rc-
tired upon the same grounds, of having resigned upon no
principle whatever. Now this he contended—and the Hon.
Member must now acknowledge—was a gratuitous asser-
tion. He contended that he did retire upon principle. The
Hon. Member (Mr. Fisher) was not now in his place; he
wished he was present, as he would now show him, in the
{ language of Lord Glenelg, the very principle laid down ten
| years ago, and almost in the very words, upon which he
| (Mr. Hozen) had tendered his resignatien. ;

In reference to the subject now uuder consideration, he

was authorized to state that the Despatch His Excellency
had received in answer to their address to Her Majesty,
l passed last session; and that His Excellency had conmmuni-
| cated as much of it to the House as was in his power, the
| Despatch bemg a private one, and it not being in the Gov-
| ernor’s power to lay it all before the House. Thiswas cer-
1minly an extraordinary course pursued by the Colonial Sec-
retary, as all replies to addresses from that House to the

| Sovereign had hitherto been conveyed through public des-
| patches, which of course had been laid before the House.
;’He knew not why Lord Stanley had in this instance depart-
|ed from the usual course; perhaps it might have been out
| of motives of delicacy towards the Governor, for the House
| must readily perceive that if the Governor had been cen-
{ sured for his conduct, he would be placed in a very humili-
{ ating position to be still retained in his office, and be obliged
| to communicate the said strictures to that House. All he
| could say was this: the only despatch received in answer to
| their address was a private one; the Governor had been in-
| structed to convey certain parts of it to the House, which
[ he had done. The Hon. Member who preceded him had
| said there was no reply to their address before them. Now
| he (Mr. Hazen) contended that there was a reply. The
 rule was pointed out by which the appointment was annulled,
| and by reference to the last paragraph of that portion of the
despatch then before them, they would perceive that Lord
Stanley had studiously avoided saying any thing about po-
litical principles, and had also expressed his desire that their
discussion be avoided as mueh as Jpossible by that House.
The House would also see that the Goverior could uot
communicate private despatches, and he was instructed to
say that His Excellency would frankly communicate to the
House every information in his power. Under those cir-
cumstances he considered it quite unnecessary to pass tbe
resolution. This was all he could say upon the subject;
Lord Stanley had taken an unprecedented course; but the
despatch being private, all that was possible had been com-
municated. With regard to the second Despatch, num-
bered 305, that was public, and although the Governor had
communicated all he deemed necessary, he would have no
hesitation in laying the remainder before them if they should
desire it.

Mr. Exp thought after what they had just heard it wonld
avail them nothing to pass an address calling for additional
information. 'They could not ask private despatches, and
it would avail them nothing to have the remainder of the
second despatch laid before them, for by reference to that
part now in their possession it would appear that much cor-
respondence had taken place. It was evident that the Co
lonial Secretary had censured the four members of the Ex-
ecutive, for it contained the following paragraph:

<< T have no hesitation in assuring you, that I entertain
the most full conviction that the Members of the Executive
Council, who supported you in your nomination of Mr.
Reade, were aciuated by the impression that the selection
of that Gentleman would be attended with public advan-
tage.”’

Now it was evident that the Governor had been apologiz-
ing for the conduct of those gentlemen, or this reply would
not have been drawn forth. But what did that reply amount
to after all 2 Why, Lord Stanley said they acted by the
impression that they were right ! Not under the impression,
but that they had acted with the impression ! This was
like throwing a stone into the water, when the bubbles would
rise; that would be acting with the impressien ! In refer-
ence to what had fallen from the Hon Member for. York, he
did not think the appointment of Mr. Reade had caused all
the excitement ; that was]merely the drop in the bucket
which caused it to run over. Previous to that transaction
very general dissatisfaction existed in the country in conse-
quence of the course to which His Excellency had in many
instances been advised. He had himself received a letter
from His Excellency, who informed him that in consequence
of orders received from the Colonial Secretary he could not
communicate wtth any Member of the HHouse of Assembly
respecting Roads or Bridges, or the appointment of Super'-
visors therefor. Now he thought this was a strange pro-
ceeding; for if the Governor was not suffered to avail him-
self of the local knowledge of the Members of that House,
nor even communicate with them upon matters of such im-
portance as Roads and Bridges,—if this was to be the case,
he thought that House might as well be closed. The ap-
pointment of Mr. Reade, or the act of sustaining that ap-
pointment, was the last thing the late administration did to
make public feeling boil over, but it was in conseqnence of
its being of a piece with other acts that there were such
overwhelming majorities of that House against it in the last
session. However, he wished to say but litile upon this sub3
ject now; he was quite satisfied with what had taken plnce:
and would go for moderate measures. There was no fear
whatever that the Governor would fall into the same errors
again; and all they could say of the past was that His Ex=
cellency was badly advised, and was credulous; but it was
credulous men who possessed the best of hearts, for being
honest and virtuous themselves, they had no suspicion of
others. He was very sorry the name of His Excellency had
become mixed up with the names of his late advisers. = But
they had at length obtained their reward—they were no
longer in a position to do mischief—they would never agatn
obtain that influence they had hitherto exercised for evil—
their day had gone by, and their projects and misrepresenta-
tions, prompted by malice, were at an end. But the Gov-
ernor’s good nature—the same good nature he had shown at
first by his credulity—had induced him at last to endeavour to
save those men from the displeasure of the Colonial Secre-
tary, for it was apparent from the paragraph he had just
read, that they had atfirst received a good reprimand. Un-
der all the circumstances of the case, he was of the opin-
ion that the matter had better be allowed to drop where it
was; and he hoped the resolution would not be pressed.

Mr. Simonps would not have spoken on the subject,
were it not for the remarks they had just heard from the
Hon. Member for Gloucester. As to the Hon. gentleman’s
drop in the bucket which caused it to run over, let that go
for what it was worth, for if the'late administaation were
culpable for their acts previous to the appointment of Mr.
Reade, the four members that resigned in consequence of
that appointment, were equally culpable with the four that
remained. And the Hon. Member had not charged the late
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