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that the little robins of Queens—God bless - them !—wonld
o the same; no, the Hon. Member could not bait them
thus, and found it nece - to charm them with Glass’s
Rum, and if reports be true, he had not yet footed up the
bills ‘of the last election ! (Laughter.) The Hon. Member
had not expected that hls resolutions would pass; he had
merely brought them forward that he might bave an oppor-
tunity to make his annual speech, which would be printed
in the newspapers, and the Hon. Member would at the en-
susuing election, be able to take the report in his hand, and
show the people from the Hustings that was an economast !
But as it would not make the slightest difference te the Hon.
Member whether the resolutions were passed or not, he (Mr.
Wilmot) was quite willing to vote either for or against them ;
and whatever might be their fate, he would testify for the
Hon. Member that he had done his best to carry then.
(The Hon. Member sat down amidst roars of laughter.)

Hon. 'Mr. Hazen did not think the Resolutions could
passin their present shape, and hoped the Hon. mover would
withdraw them.

Mr. Exp said (ironically) the Comniittee appeared to be
labouring under misapprehension as to the Hon. Member’s
meaning. The Resolutions were not—as they appeared to
think—for having the contingencies printed daily on the
Journals, nor for printing them on the Daily Journals, but
he ‘understood the Hon. mover wished a copy of the Jour-
nals forwarded to Mr. Daly the Provincial Secretary of
Canada, as he found the word spelt D-a-y-l-y! He (Mr.
End would support the Resolutions, as he was quite willing
Mr. Daly should have the Journals sent to him.

Mr. StaonNDs would support the Resolutions, for he was
willing to see the detailed account of their contingencies pub-
lished in the Journals.

Mr. HirL would also support the Resolutions, although
he thought the second Resolution required some amend-
ment; but in Lower Canada, previous to the union of the
Canadas, they had no Contingent Bill at all, but voted their
confingent expenses in supply. This he thought, would be
the preferable mode for them to adopt in this Province.

Mr. Stmonps would move that that part of the second
Resolution providing for the Contingent Committee to report
previous to the rising of the Committee of Supply, bestruék
out; he did not think it was possible they could report that
early. He would observe, in answer to those who com-
plained of the Contingent Bill, that they were exceedingly
particular about their own contingencies, but passed the
contingencies of the other branch in o lump, without any
examination into their details. 'This he did not think was
fair, and if their own accounts are to be scruatinized, and
the details published, he thought they should deal the same
with the contingent accounts of the other branch.

Mr. ScounLar thouglit something was necessary to be
done to prevent sums rejected in Committee of Supply from
being afterwards included in'the Contingent Bill. This was
done last session with respect to the Reporters® Grant, and
he considered it very wrong.

After a few desultory remarks from several Members—

Mr. GrLBERT rejoined, saying he expected to bring
down all the talent of the House upon himself. This he did
not mind; but the Hon. Member for St. John (Mr. Parte-
low) was mistaken when he accused him of leaving his seat

to shy a question, for he was ever teady to yote upon any
question which might come before them; but upon the occa-
gion to which the Hon. Member alluded he had been obliged
to'leave the House. He had introduced the Resolutions in
order to satisfy‘the country by publishing detailed accounts
of their contingencies, and he hoped the House would sustain
them.

The ‘question was then taken, when the first Resolution
was “earried, and the second rejected.

RECORD BUILDING, SAINT JOHN,

The House went into Commiitee on a Bill to enable the
Magistrates of” the County of St. John'to assess the inhabi-
tents for the purpose of erecting a building for the better se-
éurity of the County Records.

Mr. S1aoxDs explained the nature of the Bill; it was to
erect a Building wherein to secure the records—most im-
portant papers—the present building not only being too
small for the purpose, but there was also danger of the pa-
pers being destroyed by damp. The sum to which they
would be limited tvas £1500, £300 of which would be re-
quired for the purchase of a proper site. It was proposed
1o erect a two-story building, the lower part of whichwould
be devoted to‘the safe-keeping of the Records. The Eill
had been drafted by His Honour the Recorder.

Hon. Mr. HAzEX was not opposed ‘to the Bill; as he waos
aware of the necessity there existed for a buildirg wherein
to keep the Records.. But he could not support it in its
present state, as he thought £1500 a larger sum than was
necessary.

Mr. PARTELOW was of the same opinion. ' Ie did not
know what they could intend to do with such ‘a large sumn.
A very good building could be erected for less than half the
sum. ~ Tne Engine House in King’s Square was a very neat
building, and quite large enough for this purpose, and that
was erected for £450. The land could be purchased in an
eligible place for £250; he would therefore go for £800,
which would leave £550 for the building.

M Pay~E stated that the Bill bad been read in Scs-
sions, and the Magistrates had come to the conclusion thit
they could not procure the erection of a suitable building for
a gmaller sum than wis now proposed.  The building would
be two stories high ; but the' upper part, it was propos
to occupy as the Registrar of Probates™ Office. ‘The' site
selected was 'a very eligible one ; it was near the foot of
Princess street, opposite the old C ymissariat, and could
ot be procured for Jess than £300." ¥rom documents laid
before the Sessions, they had come to the conclusion that
the building would cost about £1200.

Mr. StMonDs was aware that 1500 was the sum agreed
upon at the Sessions, and aware also it was determined to
érect a two story building ; but when he inquired why a
one story onc would not do as well, he had been told that it
wauld be advantageous to erect a two story building, as the
rent of the upper story, it was supposed, would be sufficicnt
to pay the interest of the whole sum iaid out on the build-
ing. ~But if the Registrar of Probates was to have an office
there, the principle of economy would full to the ground.
The question for their consideration now, was whether it
would be proper to erect a two, story building, and have the

two offices, one in each story.

Hon. Mr. Hazex thought the building should be devoted
to its primary object. e did not think it proper to have
the two offices in the same building ; neither did he know
why the erection of a building for this purpose, should cost
#0 mnch more in St. John than in any other place.

Mr. W. H. STREET stated, that "the Sossions had not
jamped at once to a_sum without :\.n_\‘thing to guide them ;
but plans and estimates had been laid before them. By the
stimate the building alone would cost £750 ; then the land
would cost £800, making £1050 ; lhvn_ tney would be
obliged to erect fire proof vaults, &c., which wonld be ex-
pensive. He thought that a moderate sized building would
be sufficient for both offices, to be but one story high. If a
two story building were erected there must be separate en-
trances from the street, for there shonld be no connection
between the offices. .

Mr. END said, that in no partof the Province was labéur
and materials so cheap as in St. John. Now according to a
law in existence, the Magistrates of the several Counties
were already empowered to. assess the bmhabxtapts. to the
amount of £3800, for the purpose of erecting a_building for
the safe keeping of the Records, and as that sum was quite
sufficient in other Counties, why not In St. :Iohn ? But he
could tell the Committee something : the office at present
occupied was quite, large enough ; it was never crowded as
the office of Records, but as the Surrogates’ Court, the
two offices being. held by one gentleman. _Put why was
that necessary > The trne secret of the Bill, then, was

[ this: they require this large sum  to'erect a building for the
Surrogate’s Court, He would not deny but such a build-
ing was necessary, but he would not go for any Bill unless
brought before them under its proper title; it would be quite
time enough then to_discuss its merits. 300 was quite
sufficient to erect a Building for the County Records, and
Jet the Committee withhold their support from this Bill until
it should be called by its proper name

Mr. PAvy~E made some explanations relative to the se-
veral offices, showing the necessity for the building. He
stated that all those things had been fully discussed at the
Sessions, and the Magistrates were forced to adopt this
course, as they ‘were afraid of the Grand Jury’s presenta-
tion.

Mr. Jorp AN thought the sum was too large. He would |
go for £500 for the building, and £300 for the land, making
altogether £800.

Mr. PARTELOW pointed out that this Bill would clash with
a certain Act now in existence.

Mr. StaronDs acknowledged the difficulty, and upon the
suggestion of Mr. Fisher it was agreed to repeal so much of |
| the act in question as related to the City and County of St. |
| John. |
{ " (Some desultory conversation followed here.) ‘
Mr. Exp did not know why £300 should be paid for the |

|land. Why erect the building in that part of the City where :

land ‘was highest! That might be convenient for the City, |

| but the building was for the accommodation of the County ;
| as well as the City, and he did not think that was the most |
| convenient site for them. Why not ‘erect it somewhere |
| near the Court House, or where land could be procured for |
half the price ?
|~ After some further conversation the Bill was agreed to,
| and the blank filled up with oue thousand pounds. The
Magistrates, under the provisions of th ill, are authorised
| to obtain the money by Joan, and to @ s the inhabitants
{ for its payment to the amount of two hundred pounds per an-
num,
A Bill passed this day for the annexation of certain Is-
lands in the River John to the Parish of Queensbury.
| A Bill also passed for the Collection of the Revenue.—
| This, we understood, is an old Bill re-enacted, with a few
! slight alterations. There was no discussion.

 LEGISEATIVE COUNUEL

| WEeDNESDAY, February 11, 1846.
COUNTY ASSESSMENTS,

The House went into Committee on the Bill, to authorize
the Justices of the Peuce for the County of Kent, to levy
{an assessment to defray the contingent expences of that
| County. |

Hon. Mr. Borsrorp in the chair. |
!'" On the reading of the first Section of the Bill, which pro- |
! vided, that such Assessment might be made at any general
or special Sessions,—

Hon. Mr. WyER objected to the words ¢ or special;’’ on

3

upon to give evidence relative to the liability of other per- |

sons.  Doubts had been raised, as to the competency of
such witnesses to give evidence, by reason of such presu-
med interest; and this Bill, therefore, founded ona simlar
provision in recent Acts of the Imperial Parliament, had
been very properly prepared, to do away with the interest
and to remove the incompetency of such witnesses, but still
leaving their credibility to be appreciated according to cir-

| cumstances. His hon. friend, Mr. Chandler, and himself

(Hon. Mr. K.) had examined the ‘Bill, and had suggested
one or two verbal amendments, to make it more effectual
for the purpose intended, and with these additions, he thought
the Bill would be very beneficial.
The amendments suggested by Hon. Mr. Kinnear were
added in Committee, and the Bill then agreed to.
ALIENS,

The House went into Committee in farther consideration
of the Bill to amend the Act for the naturalization of Aliens.

Hon. Mr. SHoRE in the Chair.

The Bill elicited no debate, but from the cursory observa-

tions of the honourable Messrs. Attorney General, Botsford
and Kinnear, it appeared, that this Bil! was intended to re-
medy a defect, in the act passed in the 8th year of the pre-
sent reign, and to restore the original intention of that passed
in the 41h Victoria.
By the act 4th Victoria it was enacted, that Aliens having
ed in this Province seven years previously to that Act,
should be entitled to become naturalized: that act expired,
and was merely 7evived by the Act of 8th V The effect
of this revival, therefore was not, as originally intended, to
give the privilege of naturalization to persons who had resid-
ed in the Province seven years previous to the going into
operation of the last actual énactment, but to refer back to
the original Act, which had expired and been revived; thus
requiring a residence, prior to the Act of 8th Vic., of e/even
instead of seven y which latter term was that really in-
tended by the Le iture, and authorized bp the Royal In-
structions. This Bill, therefore, was intended to remedy
the orror, by providing that a period of seven years’ resi-
dence, before the coming into operation of the 8th Vie.,
should be a sufficient qualification.

There was no opposition to the Bill; but it appeared to be
very ambiguously und obscurely worded; its phraseology
being, as llonourable gentlemen stated such as possibly
t be sufficient to effect the object intended, but yet lia-
ble to misconstruction and doubt.

The Bill being, indeed, as Hon. Mr. Shore facetiously
styled it, ‘¢ quite clear, but hard to be understood,” the
Committee reported progress, &c; in order to give time for
its amendment.

Fripay, Febroary 13.

The Alien’s naturalization Act: Amendment Bill was again
committed, (Hon. Mr. Botsford in the chair,) when the Hon.
Mr. Kinnear explained, that the Bill had now been soamend-
ed as to secure the object intended by it.  The principal
provisions of this Bill, as so amended, were, to repeal the
reviving Act of the Sth V ctoria, and then to enact, that from
and after the passing of ihis Act, aliens, having resided in

| the ground, that there was seldom a sufficient attendance of | the province seven years previous to the Act coming into
Magistrates at a special Session; to render it advisable that | force, should be entitled to the privileges of naturalization.
| County Assessments should: be altered at any special Ses- | This would be, in effect, a simple re-enactment of the prin-

| sions.

|~ Hon. Mr. JouxnsTox thought, that as this was a sort ol‘{

| annual Bill, it would be better if a general Act were passed,

authorizing Magistrates of Counties, atany general Sessions,

| to order necessary Assessments for County purposes, toa
limited amount.

His Honor the PREsinE gaid a few words, but in a

tone so low, that it was impossible for the Reporter, at his
| distant position, to catch a syllable of his Honor’s observa-
tions.

Hon. Mr Kin~EAR stated, that although there was a
| law anthorizing the holding of special Sessions when requi-

red, yet the mode of calling them together was very ambi-
| guoué and uncertain.: In Eugland, he believed, such speci-
! al Sessions were usnally convened, after a previous requisi-
tion by, two Magistrates, by a consequent individual notice,
addressed by the Clerk of the Peace to every Magistrate in
the County.  There wasno such mode or principle followed
in this Province; there was no express provision for the
manner of convening special Sessionsj and hence there was
a possibility of great incon reniences arising from the Acts of
such special Sessions. . Either from an informality in the
mode of their being .called together, or from -the paucity of
Magistrates attending them, it was possible ‘that their trans-
actions might be illegal, and they might frequently be liable
| to all the inconvenience and expense of having their pro-
| ceedings removed by certiorari into the Supreme Court

|« Hon. Mr..WxER briefly repeated the objections he had |
{ originally urged.
Hon. Mr.;Borsrorp: thought the practice had usually
! been, to have' local Bills of this kind read at a general Ses-
i sion of the Peace; but he did not see any great evils that
| could arise, from authorizing the proceedings under such en-
actments to be had at either a special or general Session;
| because the Act ‘provided for calling special Sessions when
{ required, and if the Clerk of the Peace gave proper notice
to the Magistrates, there oould always bea sufficient attend-
| ance when particular business was to be transacted. . In-
deed, he felt. satisfied, that if any special -Sessions were -at |
uny time appointed, under'an Act of this kind, for making |
i Assessment;
| much fuller
would be at an ordinary, or general Se
| important busi would be expected, greaterinterest would
be manifested. - He believed that they could not amend this |
tBi!l, as proposed by the Honorable gentleman . (Fon. Mr.
Woyer,) as it would be deemed-an infringement of the Privi-
'\leges of the low er House, this being a money Bill; the only
| amendment, thereforey that this House could make, if they
disagreed to it in its present shape, would be, to postpone it
| for three. months.

Hon. Mr, HarTcu made a few ohservations, which we
| could not distinctly hear,  We understood the Hon. gentle-
| man to express sentiments, in coincidence with those utter-

ed by the Hon. Mr..-Wyer, relative: to the inconvenience of-
| ten resulting from the insufficient attendance of Magistrates
| at special Sessions.

|- Hon. Mr. KrN~NEAR, inreply to Hon. My, Hatch, re-
| peated his observations . with regard to the present deficien-
[ ey in the Law, as to the modeof conyening special Sessions;
| and concluded by, moving that the  Bill: be postponed for
{ three months.

| Hon. Mr. JorxsTon thought the difficulties suggested
Enot so very important, as to render it necessary to dispose
i of this Bill in that manner; and therefore. opposed the mo-
| tion.

| It wasthen suggested in the Committee, and agreed; that
| it would be better to introduce a general law, to regulate the
| manner of convening -and holding special. Sessions. of the
| Peace, throughout the Province; and in the meantime to re=
{ port progress on this Bill, and aslk leave to sit again.

[Progress reported, &c., accordingly.]
Two other local assessment Bills were also deferred for

the present, for the same reasons.

and proper notice given, there would be a |
attendance on such an occasion, than there |
sion: because, as |

TrURsDAY, February 12, 1846.
EVIDFNCE.
The Bill to remove donbts as to the competency of Wit-
| nesses in certain cases, was committed. i

Hon. Mr. SHorE in the Chair.

Hon. Mr. KiNNEAR stated, that this Bill had been sent
up from the lower House, in consequence of difficulties
which had of late been experienced, especially in King’s
| County, in trials of cases, wherein parties who were liable
| to be rated to Parochial Assessments, and were therefore so

{ order of things to

ciple of the original Act of the 4th Victoria.

The Bill thus amended, was agreed to by the Committee,

and reported to the House accordingly.
PROVINCIAL SECRETARY.

Hon. Mr. Borsrorp moved, that this House do, on
Tuesday next, go into Committee of the whole, in consider-
ation of the Message of His ellency the Licutenant Go-
vernor, relative to the Dispatch on the subject of certain sa-
laries borne on the Civil List of the Province.

Hon. Mr. Jou~NsTON ed the honourable mover, whe-
ther that was the usaal course; whether it was not more
usual to appoint a select Committee to report on such mat-
ters, previous to going into Committee of the wlole? But
whether it had been usual to do so or not, it appeared to him
(Hon. Mr. J.) that more effcctnal consideration would be
ly to be given on the subject, by the previous appoint-

| ment and report of a select Committee, than by the House

going at once into Committee of the whole. True it was,
that Hon. gentlemen could all individually, look into the mat-
ter, previous to considering it in Committee; but he thought
it less likely that they would do so, than they would if they
had before them for consideration the previous report of a
select Committee on the subject.

Hon. Mr. Borsrorp replied, that it was quite competent
for the House to adopt ‘either mode of proceeding. In ordi-
nary cases, the House usnally appointed a select Committee
to examine and report to the House, and the House then
considered and adopted a report; but he (Hon. Mr. B.)
thought that in a case of this importance, it would be better
for the House to go at once into Committee of the whole in
consideration thereof, and then it would be quite competent
for any honourable Member to move to refer the matter to a
select commiftee for examination and report. That course
could be adopted; but in the meun time, he (Hon. Mr. B.)
would like to hear the opinions of Flon. Members on the
subject before so referring it; as he thought that would be
the most effectual mode of getting the sense of the House on
the subject.

Hon. Mr. Snore thought that wounld be reversing the
into Commiittee of the whole on a mat-
ter, and then to refer it to a select Committee afterwards.
He thought the most correct course would be, to refer the
subject to_a select Committee to report upon to the House,
and then for the House to consider and diseuss the report in
the Committee of the whole.  They would thus have the
aid of the report of the select Committee, in their delibera-
tions ; and that he thought was the most usual course of
proceeqing.

Hon. Mr. CHANDLER said, that there was but a single,
simple proposition for consideration in this case, wholly de-
void of any complication or difficulty. ‘The object of a
select Conimittee was, to obtain Information as to the facts
of a case, and 10 lay the resuits of their inquiries before the
House. But no svch proceeding was requisite in this ease
because the House already had before them all the infor-
mation they required, and nothing more was requisite than
for Hon. members to express their opinion thereon. He
(Hon. Mr. C.) thought a similar course would be adopted in
he lower House. by simply going into Comuiittee of the
whole on the subject, without a previous select Committee.
All that was necessary, was, merely te egpress an opinion
as to what would be a sufficient salary for the Secretary of
the Province ; and he thought all Hon. members were quite
prepared to give an opinion upon that subject, without any
further preliminary.

Hon. Mr. Jor~stonx had no doubt, that, whichever
course might be pursued, every Hon. member was prepared
to give his opinion os to the proper amount of the Provincial
Secretary’s salary ; but he thought there was little more
than that mere question of salary involved in the dispute.
The offices heretofore held by that officer, viz: those of
Provincial Secretary and Clerk of the Executive Council,
were proposed to be separated for the future ; and if this
proposition should be adopted, it would be necessary to make
other proyision for the Clerk of the Executtve Council.  If
the Secretary of the Province in future discharge the duties
of that office only, of course his salary would be propor-
tionately reduced, and an adequate salary provided for the
Clerk of the Executive Council ; and therefore he (Hon.
M. J.) thought it would not be travelling far out of the
record, if a select Committee should report on that part of
the subject, as well as 'merely with regard to the salary of
the Provincial Secrerary.

Hon. Mr. KINNEAR thought, that after the presentment
of report by a select Committee, the House in Committee

| far considered as virtually interested parties, were called

of the whole would have a better opportunity of consider-

ing the subject, and obtaining the individual opinions of Hon.
members. The office of Secretary of the Provinee was one
of 'high importance and responsibility ; but that officer had
also hitherto been discharging duties not strictly belonging
to his office ; and it was desirable therefore, to know what
would henceforth be the duties required of him, and the
amount of remuneration to which he would be entitled.
He (Hon, Mr. K.) would therefore prefer the previous ap-
pointment of a selcet Committee ; as he thought the House
would then have better information before it, on which to
found their opinions.

Hon. Mr. Borsrorp said, the House could adopt either
course at its pleasure; but he thought the going at once into
Committee of the whole, would be the most dignified mode
of proceeding, with regard to Messages from the Executive.
I{l the House of Lords, the practice was to appoint Select
(,rl»mmlllerzs. to ascertain and report on facts, relative to
pn\":nr- n‘|(, sures or prnposiﬁ«'ms; but matters of pul and
nmmnn_l importance were usually eonsidered at once in a
('o:ummee of the whole House. - What v st of a
lect Committee, but merely to obtain’ as to
facts ngul to point out a proper course for the House to adopt
in relation to thos#facts; and then the House could adopt
the suggestions of a Select Committee. PButin a case like
the present, when the whole matter was fully known, with-
out any need of further enquiry or report by a Select Com-
mittee, the House must be quite prepared to enter into the
discussion of the subject, without any such preliminary pro-
ceedings. If a Select Committee were appointed say of five
Members would first state their opinion in their rc port as a
Select Committee, #nd afterwards the whole House would
individnally state theirs. It would therefore certainly be a
n:ore dignified mode of proceeding, to go at once intoa Com-
mittee of the whole on the suhjm:»t“ i,

Hon. Mr. Hatcu briefly coincided in opinion with Hon.
Mr. Botsford; and after a few more desultory remarks from
several Hon. Members, the motion was ugr(?ed to.

SUPPLIES.

The House went into Commiittee of the w
deration of the appropriations for ordin:
in the Assembly on the 9th inst.

The only item which elicited discussion, was that of £25
to the Master in Chancery, appointed to carry messages
from this House to the House of Assembly, for his services
during the present session. :

Hon. Mr. WyER opposed this Grant, as being entirely too
small, aud contrary to former usage. The Ifon. Member
strongly reprobated the great reduction made by the Lower
House, from the sum formerly appropriated for this service.

Hon. Mr. BorsForp was of the same opinion, and con-
tended that it should be restored to the original amount of

£40. The Hon. Member observed, that in former cases,
where infringements of this kind had been made by the
Lower House, on the allowances to the officers of this House
the'mode adopted of obtaining redress had been, by reject-
ing the appropriations altogether, till the Grants for the ofi-
cers of this House were restored to their proper footing. If
the principle was once to be admitted, “that the House of
Assembly had a right to interfere with the payment of the
of the officers of this Honse, in the manner they had done
with regard to the Master in Chancery, this House woul
have no control over its own officers or their compensatiou,
and would, in regard to them, be wholly at the mercy of the
Lower House. No doubt, the argument was very popular
in the Lower Honse, that the officers of that House had hea-
vier duties to perform than those of the Legislative Council
but that was not the principle on which they ought to act.
The principle to be maintained was, that each House should
have the exclusive control over its own officers and 3
and should be the sole judge in its own immediate affa

{ Formerly messages were carried down to the Assembly fron
this House by its Members; but the mode of sending them
by a Master in Chapcery, had been forced on them many

| years ago, by the Lower House; and as that officer was em-
ployed in the service of this House, it was their privilege
and right to determine what was a proper remuneration for
his services. Certainly the sum of £40, which was the for-
| mer stipend, was as little as it ought to be for the services of
a gentleman in that situation; but the paltry sum now grant-
ed, was less than the wages of the door-keepers; and sure-
ly a professional gentlemen holding the rank and station in
society of a Master in Chancery, should not be placed on
such a level with regard to remuneration. He (Hon Mr.

i B.) would decidedly oppose this grant of £25.

Hon. Mr. HaTcn perfectly concurred in opinion; and al-
though he acknowledged the principle, that the House of
Assembly possessed the legitimate control of nmoney matters
in general; yet surely something was due to this House, with

| respect to the appointment and remuneration of its own of-
flicers. For his own part, he (FHon. Mr. H.) would go for
£50, which would only be about 15s. per day during the
session; but certainly, he would not consentto a lessamount
than the original sum of £40 for this officer. It was now
time to make a stand on this question; and to maintain the
principle, that this House is the proper judge of the rate of
compensation to its own officers.

His Honor the PresipExNT said a few words which we
| regret we could not hear.

Hon. Mr. SxorEe thought this grant must have been alto-
gether an oversight, because he believed there had been
some understanding on the subject with the Lower House
last year, and that on the remonstrance of this House, with
vegard to the reduction of the allowance to t i
{ Chancery, the Assembly had undertaken tor g
this year to its original amount.  He thought, therefore, that
it were mentioned to the Lower House, they would remedy
| the error. ; -

Hon. Mr. Joa~sTox doubted if that would be the case.
| He blieved it already had been brought under the mnotice of
| the Lower House at this present session, aud that House had
| shown no disposition to ncrease the amount now granted.
It appeared rather singular, that it should be so particularly
pointed out, for so large a reduction from the amount for-
merly granted for his services. ‘Three yeurs ago, when
i there was a peculiary heavy pressure in pecuniary matters,
and the Revenue fell very short, it was agreed to make a
temporary reduction of all the salaries of all the persons em
ployed about the Legislature; and this reduction was one
| fifth, or 20 per cent. Thus, the Chaplains were reduced
‘.from £25 each to £20 each: and if the Master in Chancery
| were treated on the same principle. his allowance wonld be

reduced from £40 to £32; which sum wounld be quite as
small e compensation as could be fairly offered him. But
£25 was enurely in sufficient; and surely any officer of this
House ought to have at least as large a compensation as
their door-keepers. He (Hon. Mr. J.) was sorry this stand
was not before; but as this was the last sesion of the present
House; and next year there would be a new House of As-
sembly, and the matter might be satisfactorily arranged.

Hon. Mr. CHANDLER was inclined to take the same
| course; as after having passed it by for the last two or three

years such a small matter as this ought not to be allowed
to engender a dispute between the two branches of the Leg-
islature. - But most assuredly £25 was not a sufficient com-

| pensation for the services of an Officer of this House, of the
dignity and station of a Master in Chancery.. There would
be a general election, however, this vear, and a new House
of Assembly next Session, when perhaps no provision at all
would be made for the service this year.

Hon. Mr. Kin~NEAR observed that these reductions were
n}:}glu as a matter of expediency ata time of great pezuniary
difficulty and deficiency of revenue; but the revenue was
now so large and ample that the same necessity no longer
existed; and therefore even though this was the last session
of the present Assembly, yet that was no reason why the

{ Salaries of Officers of the Legislature should not be restored
| to the same reasonable amounts as they formerly enjoyed.
The paltry sum of £25 was altogether too small a compen-
sation for an officer of this House, of the standing and condi-
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