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BIBRUTCAL ST AN'ZA ]

BY TIE EDITOR,

¢ THECREATION.
. FIRST DAY.
When Jehovah came down from uboys,
And created a new world to love,
(Al shapeless luy Nature asleep,
And Darkness enveloped the deep,

* O'er the waters his spirit then moved,

And in mercy the gloom disapproved,
And he lifted his voice in his inight,
And, commanding, said ¢ Let there be light!"

The darkness retired abashed,

And the dazziing rays instantly fiashed,
And npon the young Earth as it atood
The Alwighty exclaimed * It 15 Goop !**

“And the light from the darkness was riven,

And the Day for employment was given, ,
And the Night, when by darkness oppress'd,
Was allotted for Nature to rest. ;

Oh! how should each busom vibrate, - o
With love to the donor of fate, B
Who has thus blest our eyes with the light, " <
And ordained that we eleep through the night!™ ™

SECOND DAY.

Then the Lord call’'d a Firmament forth, |

+ From the east, west and south; and the sorth,

-

Where the gases of life should be found,
And the waters to keep within bound.

The fiat had scarcely gone forth

When the firmament danced o’er tho earth,
Dividing the waters in twain,

And breathing of life without pain,

‘Expansive and high it arose, s

"As'the gloriesof @thier disclose,—
While'softly its currents are'driven,

¢ And God called the firmament Heaven, '™

Then how should the human race prize
This gift, as the beautiful skies

Are beaming with lustre and Jove,

To draw our uffections above !

" ‘THIRD DAY,

And the fiat was issued again,
Commanding the tide to remain
In the hollows of earth, and to be—

‘Henceforth and forever—the Sea.

“ And ho caused the dry land to appear,

And the rivers their courses to steer,
And he look’d on the land and the flood,
And with pleasure perceived ‘it was good.”’

It was then the Almighty inclined

Each tree should bud forth in its kind,

And while some with green herbage ubound,
The others with fruit should be crowned.

And he gave to each beautiful scene

Jts ever-enduring green;

Aund each plant and each shrub ia the land,
Bprung forth to obey his command.

And when, as the Lord had decreed,
Each brought forth its fruit or its seed,
He gazed on the plain and the wood,
And aguin he declored ““it was good!"’

Then still Tet the Christiun rejoice,
And {ift up to heaven his voice,

In praise, that his God hath unfurled
To his view such a beautiful world.

( To be concluded in our next.)

(WRITTEN FOR THE LOYALIST,)
TRUST NOT 'TO SMILES.
Tho' smiles may on the brow be shining,
Like ivy round a ruin twining,

T'hey but portend more sure decay;
And oft, like flow’rets bright that bloowa
Above the corpso-concealing tomb,

~ They hide a heart to grief a prey j—
Trust not to smiles, still brightest fly
The lightniogs in a sable sky.

CrLEoFAs,

(WRITTYN FOR THE LOYALIST,)
THE INDIAN WARRIOR.

The Tndian at the stake is tied—

- There is courags in his eye;

And a smile has wreath’d his lip of pride,

As he spouks thus tauntingly.

* See you this hand ? "Twas this that slow
_B.Your great; your boasted chief;—
s fell

Behold, his. ucalé'js at my belt,
*T'was as he turn’d to flee,

The deadly blow this hatchet dealt,—
This batchet swang by me.

Now torture, for thy greatest skill!
These red-hot irons ply;—

Your coward hearts are nerved to kil!,

And mine is nerved to die. i
Crroras.

THE DESERTERS.
A TALE OF CRIME, FOUNDED ON FACT.
(BY THE EDITOR.)

INTRODUCTION. i

“TrurH,' says the proverb, ¢ is stranger than fiction;'’
and never does this appear more palpable to iy senses than
when I ruminate upon the strange accurrences I am about
to relate. ~Let not the reader suppose that 1 have undertaken
the task with a view %o bring our army into disrepute—to
detract from the fame of the noble and gallant fellows who
svound through the mountain-passes of India, *neath a tropi-
cal ’su'li‘éziq"galling fire, and. stermed the heretofore irﬁﬁreg;
nable fdl_'trzes;u& Seringgpatim—who fought their way on
shore Si"}\léxaiidrizr; breéiiltleep, as they were, in the sea,
in Spite of: gkggig:risx‘idpﬁs broadsides of thurFrénch s—where
they raised a monument of (ume imperishable as the Pyra-
mids, cemented by the life-blood of their veteran chief, and
gave the aspiring Corsican a foretaste of his fute,*—who,
half-fumished as they were, on the pluits of Corrunna waft-
ed the spirit of their brave commander to Heaven on the
peans of vietory,—who at Vimiera, Busaco, Feuntes de
Honore, Talavera, Salamanca, Vittoria, Nivelle, Pyrenees,
and Toulonse earned uutarnished and ever-enduring laurels,
—and who firally, at Waterloo, subdued and utterly over-,
threw the scourge of Europe, who would, had he trimnphed,
have ridden rougii-shod over oar national independence
and individual liberties. No! there is not an individual
‘bieatliing who is more willing to do honpur to the nume of a

much to'be regretted that however high the character of our
troops may stand collectively, the recruiting sergeants are
not instructed to pay the same attention, and scrutinize with
so much nicety the moral as they must the physical man,
and in“war time, when recruits are so much in request, pro-
vided a soldier does his duty in the field, but few enquiries
are made touching his private conduet. If any of my read-
ers question this assertion I need only direct Lis attention to
the history of tha events which occurred subsequent to the
storming of Badajos and Cunidad Rodrigo.

But whutever may have been thie crimes of some of the
Peninsular Campaigaers, and tkeir cotemporaries, the British
Government eould not distioguish them from others who
were really deserving, and upon their discharge conferred
pensions upoti them, &geording to the terms of their servitude,
or the wounds they had reccived, with that maternal solici-
tude for her old servants for which she has long been dis-
tinguished, and which we: sincerely hope she may never
abandon. Long did those veterans rejoice in the return of
‘“ quarter duy,” until in 1830 tho cry was raised for parlia-
mentary refurm, und in an ualucky hour (we mean for the
pensioners) the Whigs came into office. That party had
said so muchi about * Reform and Retrenchment’” that they
thought it was now really necessary to do something to Keep
up appearances; but lilke ‘most other statesmen instead of
beginning with the rich, who were ablo to afford a reduction
ot salary, they. attempted to lower tho amount of the Pen-
sion expenditure by commuiing with the recipients for four
years' pay and a hundred acres each of wild land in one of
the Colonies.  Although the Ministry knew the character of
the men in whose way they threw the temptation,—that
most of them were debilitated in constitation, had never been
inured to that species of toil necessary to avercome the dif-
ficulties of a back-woodsman's life, and that their hubits ac-
quired in the arny had made them improvident, reckless
and dissipated, while mauy of them from long servitade in
India were totally unable to stand the rigours of a North
American winter;—iulthough they knew also that they were
for the most part ignorant of all thut a buck-settler should
know, yet they sent the veteruns who for the space of twen-
ty years had fought their country’s battles on the continent
of Europe, in Egypt, in India aud in Ameriva, to spend the
sums for which they commuted in the lowest haunts of the
sea-ports of the North American Colonies, or to linger out
a wretched existence in a place so uncongenial as the back-
woods. A more cold blooded piece of heurtless cruelty was
never perpetrated, and it will be long ere the deep stain can
be washed from the proud escutchean of the enipire

There can be no doubt but this Whiggish maensure was
beneficial to Englund in one sense of the word, for many who
were wild and reckless in their youth, and whose habits had
not improved by the example get before them by their fel-
low soldiers in active service, and had degenerated since
their dischurge into blacklegs and guzzlers of the lowest
descriptiom, eagerly emhraced proposals which held forti™
once more the prospects of adventure, gilded over as they
were by the offer of four year’s pay in hund. o while
many who commuted and emigrated were not worse than
common—i. e. men addicted to no vice but drinking a little

* It is worthy of remark that Nupoleon mot the British in
on but thrice. He was defeated by Abercrombie at thé

too free, and swearing a litttle too frequently—an undue
proportion came from the lowes! dens of the great metropolis
Not to speak of the vicious portion of this class of emi-
grants who came to our shores in the spring and autemn of
1832, the miserable fate that awgited the more innocent por-
tion is too well known to require a detailed relation, and we
shall content ourself with recording a brief sketch. The
commutation-money wus paid in three instalinents, one be-
fore they left England, another upon their baving landed in
the colony to which they were destined, and the other was
to be withhe!d until they hud selected their lands, made &
clearing, and built a log-house. The first instalment was
gewerally spent in the onlfit, in treating their friends and old
comrades before starting, and in ‘¢ grog,” as they expressed
ity to ““cheer the monotony of the voyage,” and upon theis
landing few of them had a copper left. Lo * go a-farming’
was out of the question without money, and while they dan-
ced attendunce upon the colonial officials authorized to pay

them the second instalment, the cheapness of yum, when

compared with the price of that article in Great Biitain
caused them to spend their days and nights in debauchery,
and to this the idle time hanging upon their hunds also con-
tributedd.  Much. of the s:cond instalment was tharefore
spent in anticipetion before it was received. Next came
the travelling to and frem the seaports and the country—the
Journeys to the ‘“bash™ to sclect the lotg, and the uioving
into sowe log-tavera in the neighbourhood, where the pen-
sioner, and Mis faaily if he bud_ one, were.wont to reside in
too close a proxiwity to rum, until a clearing was made ansd
a shantee erected anvthe chosen soil. These expensos—ex-
clusive of the iniprovements—generally exhansted the second
instaiwent, and the improvements, and provisions necessary
for the first winter exhuausted the third and last instalment
of the commutation money. The spring of 1633 then wit-
nessed many of these discarded veterans in the remote and
almost inaccessible reccsses of the back-woods, unaccustom-
ed to labour, ignorant alike of agriculture and domestic eco-
nomy, with a miserable halt-furnished haot to live in; and a
tew acres of cleared land it is true, but without the means

| British soldier. than_tha. waiter- of tiicss pres: BUtiT 1| 1o PRUAR, and Withowt. proyisions to_sustaia life autila.

crop, if planted, would grow to perfection; and worse 1han
all, without any further claims on the Government. What
could they do in this crisis but abandon land, which was
somelimes mortgaged to the accomodating tuvern-keeper for
a few weeks board and lodgings, and rum; or by others sold
to the keen specalater, and the money recklessly expended
as they sought to drown their sorrows in the burning glass |
Many of the poor wretches died of intemperance, cursing in
their latest maments the Government which had abundoned
and deceived them. Not a few of them perished by expo-
sure to the cold on the following winter. Others were com-
pelled to linger out a wretched old ago as servauts to more
fortunate settlers, receiving for such servitude barely suffi-
cient food to sustuin nature, and the cast off rags of their
employers to cover their sbrivelled limbs. Some few of
those who had been in the Cavalry service obtained situa-
tions at taverns as hestlers; bat scarcely one out of fifty
stuck by their land.

tims whom the Wihigs, by specious prouiises, induced thus
to abandon their homes and their yucans of living, & large
proportion lusded at Quebec, and settled—or rather se-
lected the lands whereon to stafve—in Lower Canada.
The authior of the following sketches was an eye-witness of
their recklessness, their misery and tlieir suflerings, wnd has
attempted to describe several scenes which actually occur-
red. Indeed the characters are all drawn fromn Iilé, altho’

the incidents are thrown together with some slicht altera-

tion, that they might not mar the effect of the plot *

" About the time the foregoing introduction was pel
the following memorial was transmitted from the commuted
pensioners in Cunada, to his Grace the Duke of Wellington,
whicliwe copy from the Quebee Gazetle; and that };per
very properly states that ¢ agreement or no agreement, it i
not consistent with the estabiished character of the British
Government and naticn, that its old and merilorions ser-
vants, should be reduced to beg their brend in « strange
laad :"'—

Duke or WExLLiNGTON, K. G, G. C. B., Commun-

der-in-Chief of the British Army, &c., &e.

“Tle Petition of the undersigned Commuted Pensioners
from Her Majesty’s Regulur Army :
“HuMBLY SHEWETH :

¢ That at an unfortunate moment, and withont duly
cousidering how or by what meuns they wers to obtain
a livelihood in their latter days, they sive up their p=n-
sions, in 1832, and emigrated 1o Cannda; to them an un-
fortunate change.  "They linve been i receipt of 4 1-2d.
per day uutil absut this period last year; but, alas! even
that sum, small an it was, they are now deprived of, the
loss of which has reduced them to the very lowest stage
of indigence ; some of whom are at this very inclement
season of the year begging a sustenance from house to
10lse,

‘ Your Petitioners have served their country long and
faithfully; some upwards of twenty four years, and that
chiefly under Your Grace'a comm.nd, both in Portugal,
Spain, and Frunce. They liave proved to Marshals

Itis well known that out of tha thousands of unhappy vie- {

* To the Most Noble, His Grace Field Marshal the |

- i

CHAPTER I.
In which the Reader is introduced to some of the princs-

pal actors in the drama

Let the reader imagine a settlement of somo ten or do-
zen yearsistanding, in uretired and thickly-wooded conn-
iry, somu eight or ten miles distant from the Post road
o the Kenebec, und the river Chaudiere, County of Nou-
velle Beauce, Lower Cunada : and some 60 or 60 milea
south of Quebec. Although in close proximity to tracta
of land settled by the French, yet the Township, or
Parish of —ws wust give it a name !—the Parish of Vamp~
ing then (a name which not to be found on Bouchetie's
map of Canada) was settled by a mized population of
English, Trish, and Scotch ; in short it. was one of tha
‘¢ old country”’ seitlements, so-called. Vamping is plea-
santly situated, upon a branch of the Chaudiere ; itis u
lovely and rowmantic stream, which bursting from the
mountuing of ‘Thetford, afler leaping fram precipice 1y
precipice and turning innumerable noovks amid the silent
recesses of the forest where no sounds are heard but its
own murmurs, the roaring of its cescades, and the steals
thy tread of the red.deer, it at length windsgently through
the valley of Vamping ; and although tooinsignificant ty
admit of aquatic excercises, yet is highly valued by - thoa
inhabitants for its plentiful supply of delicious trout.

It was on one Sunday sfternoon, in themonth of July,
1833, that a mournful cavalcade was seen moving slowly
along at a point near the spot where the strean emerges
from the dark forest, which here is thick, swampy, and
a8 impenetrable #s the Indian Jungle. When the road
approuaches to within about a quarter of a mile from ke
slrgam, it turns to the left, sweeping the base of  u steep
promontory, whils thie angle on the right, betwixt the
road and the stream, is a piece of wet land, cleared but
not cultivated. The promontory on the left consists of
a huge aes of sand, rising gently from the road at'first,
and terminating in a steep rugged bluff, on the declivity
uf which scarcely a vestige of vegetation is to be seen.
Theecavalcade approached this spot sl(;wly,lhe bars which
closed an entrance were removed, they turned off the
| road iino a jittle grass-covered slope immediately below
the naked biuff, wliere stood an open grive’; for at the
period we have named there existed no place of worship
in Vamping—although visited’ occasionaily by a missiou~
ary—and the inbubitants had selected this romuntic and
solitary spot for their place of sepulture.

The funeral party arranged themseives around the
grave, a prayer was offered up in a broad Scoteh dialec?,
by a veterun Presbylerian—one of the first settlers—the
coffin was lowered, and two or three of the bye-standers
began slowly and cautivusly 1o shovel in the sand. The
dimensions of the cotlin showed that ihe inmate had not
urrived 1o years of maturity, but this was set beyond u
doubt by an inscription rudely carved upon e lid of the
plain pins coflio, which run as followa—

“fHMarp Coave,
Azed ninefyears.”

A tall, dark-featured man, who might huve seen some

grave, as chief mourner ; but he evinced no emotionfox-
cepta visible compression and oceasional twitchiing of
the lips; it required not the second. glance to convince
the observer that he was not wrought upon by grief, but
by some evil passion lurking withiu, as though he was
angry «t his will having been thwarted. But if the fa-
ther of the deceased (for in that relation he stood to her)
mourned her not, she did not, nevertheless, sink into the
grave unregretted. "There was at least one heart present
which mourned her loss sincerely, and the noise of the
first shovel-full of sand upon the coflin—gently as it was
lowered—brought forth a shrick so shrill, so thrilling,
and which at the same time bespoke such utter wreich-
edness, that tears started from wany a manly eye. All
eyes were instantly directed towards the spot from whence
it emanated, and there in the back ground was seen a
| fuir-haired girl, whose age could not have excueded six-
lteen years, now fainting, but supported in the arms of
two young men, while a young woman of tall stature and
and handsome figure stepped up to her, took hold of her
cleuched spasmodic hands, and began to chiafe her temples.
In a fuw moments the fiinting fuir one recovered her
consciousness, when clasping her hands in bitter agony

earnestly implore Your Grace in behalfof themselves and
their unfortunate comrades to took to them now in their
otd age and time of need.  They beseech you, their noble
Governor, for humanity’s sake to take (heir case into
vour most gracious consideration, and intercede withHer
Majesty’s Government for them so that they may eveu
he restored to the eleemosynary allowance which they
have been in the receipt of, or that sonve meuns of support
may be given ther. i

< Your Petitioners make this their humble supplication
with exalted hopes that Your Excellency will not see the
0!d Soldiers, who huve spent their strength in the sersice
and wlio have served under Your command and in many &
hard fought battle, sink into the grave in absolute want.

Massena, Soult and Marmont, as well as to all Europe,
thut they were British Soldiers.  They bave borne hun-
ger, cold and fatigne, without o muormur; their bodies
haye been pierced through by the bullets of the ensiny
of England, and still, should their services be required,
old and infirm as no douhit they are, their hearts are will-
ing tu serve their countay ® .

*¢ Wherefore, your Petitioners do most humbly and

‘“-Battle of the Pyramids," repulsed by Sir S8ydney Smith

at Aero, and sonqaorcd by his great rival at Whaierlas ! 1!

* Reference to the Rebellion of 18378, their sarvices
wéra then raquired und cheerfully givea.

« And Your Petitioners as in duly bound will ever pray.
¢« Signed by several Commuted Pensioners, Sergeants ulu:_
Privates, whose ages are generally from 56 to ’§8 years o
ugo, and length of service from 18 to 27 years. x

"T'his memorial, it is to be hoped, produced the desired ef-
foct, for shortly after advertisemen's from the Commissariat
Depariment were issued, calling upgn all commuted pen-
sioners in the North American Colonies to repert themseives,
and it is a comfort to refeet that samething will shorty be
dona for tho sarviven,

fifty summuers, occupied a position at, the head of the .
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