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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

SA1URDAY, Feb. 14.

The House went in Committee of the Whole ona Bill to
regulate Parish Officers; Mr. Palmer in the Chair.

Mr. Srtmoxps who brought in the Bill explained the
manner in which it had originated.—It had been forwarded
to him by the Bench of Magistrates composing the Session
for the City and County of St. John; the design béing to pro-
tect the public against the frauds which might be perpetrated

1 the case of delinquent Parish Officers; and so, if all that had

| now been said against the principle of the Bill, were correct,

\tlml law should at once be repeated. In the case of Com-
missioners of Highways, this case was ditferent for they, by

1 the law, could not be imprisoned, only fined five pounds.—

| If Officers of this description were made liable to give bonds,

| it might be hard to find men to serve; for their duties were |

| laborious, and their wages or Commission frequently very

| small. By the same rule it wonld be bard to make Over-

| seers of the Poor, Trustees of Schools, and pnund ]"C"T’f’r"’ |

| give Bonds, as some of them got little, and others .ncthn?lg,

“'nr their pains. The fact was, that such a law, imposing |

|

bonds, would place it out of the power of the authorities to

by public officers if not restrained by some such law as l'he |find any onme to serve. He could not see either, why |
present. The first section only went to col‘npel them togive |the County Treasurer was left out of the operation of the |
bonds for the proper discharge of their duties. The second |New Bill, as the office was a responsible one, involving large l
section to which probably some objection l_mght be made, responsiblities.  He hoped that the Learned Member (Mr.
authorized the Sessions (0 give 10 days notice to pablic offi- | fiyd.) would have amended rather than opposed the present |
cers, to render their accounts and make payments of such | Bill as a clause should have been inserted for swearing those
sums as they might have collected; and in the event of re- | Pyplic Officers, and it appears to him (Mr. B.) that the old |
fusing to do so, empowered the Magistrates to issue their | |aw was very Cefective on that subject. |
warrant and comm?l tbe oftender or offinders 1o the County Mr. Fx.\x(;xns thousht it the first time he had ever heard ’
g_.\c_)l, there to"remum till the sums so collected shf:lll(l be [ ””;‘ due accountability in Public Officers, however stringent }
paid over. H\Annld lhn_prescm Bill pass, he (»\I“’- 8.) was it might be made, was a dangerous principle: and taking the |
cpnvm(’ud that it would insure the proper transaction of bu- | \imv—nrﬂu‘, subject, that Public Officers are not to be made |
siness, and prevent confusion. | qecountable—he would ask what individnal could be found ‘

Mr. PArTELOW had no objection to the first section of | jn any Parish in the Province, to render themselves security |
the Bill; indecd it was necessary that every Public Oflicer | for the proper conduct of sueh Officers: and he would ,if |
should give bonds for the faithful discharge of his duty, but | 4 penalty were not to be enforced, whether the first Section,
he would object to the second section which was most arbi- | imposing bonds would be of any use ? ~ (Here the hon. mem-
trary in its character, giving as it did, power to the Sessions | her mentioned the case of a gentleman at the Cape of Good
to be prosceutor, Witness, Jury, Judge, und Executioner. | fope, who had proved delinquent in large sums of public
By the operation of such a Law the Magistrates had only to | money; and whose sentence extended to 14 years imprison-
say that a Public Officer oweil them money, and then, with- | ment” Tt would surely not be thought unconstitational to
out the poss bility of being allowed to make a defence, the | make all those who refuse to I_n;ﬂ\o payments, or render ac-
uphappy individual must be at once incarcerated, and re- | counts of public monies, liable to punishment. Tt could rot
main i prison without bail or mainprise. e (Mr. P.) |surely be thougbt wrong in a British Colony, to protect the
conld easily imagine whence and for what cause the present p('ﬂph;; and if as stated by the hon. member (Mr. Brown)
Bill originated.—He need not mention the mame’ of the |ihat a Law to a certain extent existed on this subject already,
framer, only to say that it came from Saint Johm, and the |so much the better—this would comprehend the rest. - With
Commiittee well knew who presided over Session in that |respect to the Commissioners of Highways, they were the
City. He (Mr. P.) disliked making allusions to particular | very persons who shonld he rendered uccountable, for they
cases but he could not avoid observing that had such an act | eceived large amounts of public money. He did not think
been in operation the last three years, he himself, although |it his dnty to contend inch by inch about the Bill; but he
perfently innocent of the charges preferred against bim and | eonsidered it common sense: and would consider it highly
always courting an honest and an impartial investigation, | ridiculous that the individuals giving Bonds should be held
would have been subject to its arbitrary and unjust provi- | responsible, while the principals were permitted to escape
signs, and pechups have been prevented from arranging sa- | with impunity. TIn conclusion, he would say that if a ma-
tisfactorily his defence. 'The same remark would apply to | jority of the Committee came to a conclusion that there was
the Jate Overseer of the Poor at Saint John, who held office |any thing unjust or arbitrary in the Bill he was willing that
and gave great tisfaction to the Public for a number of | 4))'such objections should be removed by striking out any
years, but who having gone out of;nlﬁ'ce on the first May, | thing which might be so construed. e ¥ ¥
1843, was l}]dlt‘lvd at the June Session following for not Col. MLzop would object to the general applicaticn of
rendering his accounts although he desired a short time, a | the Bill, as he was sure that in several parishes where the
few days, to complete them, and this took place when he | (g o receive only the small amount of thirty or forty shil-
had a r.‘l_ntmn ]-w."r" dead in his house. He (){r, P.) conis- lings per annum, or some such trifle, it wonld be ridieulous
dered this one of the greatest acts of (i .Ih‘“ had to think they’d be so foolish as to put themselves to the heavy
ever l@cn uﬁlwtcd by a Public bm‘l'\', for he Ig]t satisfied !ha! ebivenionceton aiving Bonds. There would he Ihoughf,
”l""‘ officer alluded to “'U”,!d have .‘Elmlsm‘d his accounts m & | " e in extending the provisions of the Bill to St. John,
short time after the June Session, ifhe had been dealt with as AR ts were frequently paid iato the hands of
biect was entitled to—but he considered that PR “,e 1 SREAl AL ORI
after such a sh measure, held up as he was to public public officers, but it w Oulf 15 (i t‘f g quechion: i apply

. Sk public | Si0h o law to the respective counties and parishes of the
odium, that he could not obtain justice solong as the present
Mayor was continued in office. If He (Mr. P.) had objec-
tions to the second section, they would apply with tenfold
force to the third, which gave the Sessions the power to en-
force its provisions against Public Affairs not now in office,
giving them in part an exporte facto Law. This mounstrous
requirement he was satisfied could not and would not be
sustained in the Halls of any British Legislature.

His Honor the SPEARER said that the first section might

Province.

Mr. PavnE thought the observations of thelearned mem-
ber from Gloncester, were altogether uncalled for. The Bill
now before the Committee had been read in the Sessions;
and had not been introduced for the accomplishment of any
private object whatever. The truth was, the sessions found
themselves in a bad. position, not having, as they thought,

ject contemplated in the Bill, and so froquently called un- |acquainted With the duties of that office, which were very
"g""“'"“l””f",”".—“'“ﬂ ‘hed L’[‘)W }?f :“" land “ll"e“‘f‘)'- ('l;lhu-“ arduous, and they should remember that the gentleman who
the autborities just quoted by the hon. member from Char- | held that office could not perform all the duties himself, bu
lotte (Mr. Brown) fully proved that there was nothing ar- | was obliged to employ assgstum Clerks. He was pre{mre‘;
lle.r:xr_\‘ in this new Bill, and that a free people would at all | to support the Bill, especially as'it was but for one year.—
times demand and obtain protection. The accounts would all be audited by the Grand Jury, and
Mr. PARTELOW said, in substance, that the Foreman of | there would be no possibility for the Sessions to misappro-
the Grand Jury who had presented the late County Treasu- | priate any part of the sum. If the Bill .Rhould not pass it
rer (himself) to the Conrt, had been plm»od, as one of the |would place the Sessions in a very difficult position; he
Grand Jury, on a Committee—after he had become a ma- | therefore hoped it would be sustained, and the blank filled
gistrate—to investignte and report upon the accounts of that | up with the sum prayed for
officer. {{ v END said this was a local Bill, and according to the
Mr. SrMoxNDs rejoined.—It was not this Bill would give Tl‘lles of the House, all local bllls must be certified by the
them power; for they had all that power already: | Clerk ?f the Peace  that they have been reud in Session,
they were to sit as judges on the accounts, and upon these 01'1191'“ ise that House could not entertain them. Now as it
accounts the individual must be judged. And who would say did not appear that this Bill had been read at the Sessions,
that a person retaining public money was not a proper object hefthought they should first' know whether it was. properly
for punishment 2 or that the public should not be protected before them, before they proceeded further with it, If it
in such cases > With regard to the unbappy differences | should be de(,.lded that the Bill was properly before them,
which had recently agitated the people of St. John they he should {mwe noﬂoblccuou 1o, 1ts JRUSEME, provided. a cer-
should now be buried in oblivion—lost sight of forever: and | tn 3""3nlL ment was introduced. The House would l_‘ecol-
he thought that the very passing of the “present Bill would | lect lh‘{: 4 ‘}“:' ]h].\d Pﬂ&;e‘d’ that very morning, a Bill intro-
have an excellent effect in that respect, as it would prevent | duced by !'wf R dml ﬂ?;’l}}e}l\ Member from Restigouche,
the future recurrence of such unpleasant circumstances. He ‘—b(;‘oughl ‘“l 1rst “; a loca h“ , but which l}‘le House had
would wish to hear from the hon. member of the Executive, ’(““ e general—authonizing the Magistrates of the different
(hon. Mr. Hazen) to know whether as a lawyer, he thought | ounties to asses to a certain amount, to pay off the debts
he present Bill unconstitutional of the respective Counties; but the Hon. Member (Mr, Si-
the present b1 unconstitutional. ” e db kit
ITon. Mr. Hazex~ said he was sorry to hear any pernon'\l | monds) who mtrodu(‘(;ld this Bill, had upon that occasion in-
o ARLT ) T AN P A it - SR 2 at the assessment s '3
observations; and it was a pity that the Bill could not be w:-‘:,':&:g:;:dth]—ag“}f: t(;r;nllw;::‘,Ssx"?"z:\lo“l}l‘g“ﬁr:}t‘ub;re
discussed without any snch allusions. - The Bill should be l‘“(’mbe'?rrcyould) P B the M\ is[rule; of lh‘s N :"-
simply considered as a law to rezulate and controul Parish 'p'n't of thé* Protines \;'h\' %ho;x]dghe expect the fiouq;, ?:’
o % Agisue » regarded as extremely use- h ey R 4 ey ' %
Ok e o e v el o D gt o2 oy el G
ctebt ML "R F FUHNGY GV o where the Grand Jury were much more intelligent t an in
tlhl‘ic ;‘,"]-‘ _qucs\u;n]:\as, ’::‘:}(]lh“:?d"r‘”g;i?:sOl:L:r‘“]e{‘::i:l l‘)g other Counties.  Why did not the Hon. Member introduce
e Province at large; z 2 ates i ¥ ; g C
made accountable, while a Parish Officer would be excused. ‘]}I,E CLT:;)SPEmhih,:.ﬁ:lndhze‘:rg:;l :(:’ :2L:§f$l};h2)12n2;0r:}nﬁlé
4 ; ; Ve i e > J Id 3 S0,
'l—[h'(‘ ]i‘“fn]"()-“ in ‘}‘]‘3‘;‘;—! ""“'\‘}“r ”"‘; "“’L‘“ll‘r'h“'Pi‘l"(::]'1’];“‘1(]{0(‘80‘__ measure upon the Grand Jury, and let them say whether
t:g(;)r{\OOO\'n::ﬁZ;‘n :I' l]h‘e (]"u:x.r .Th:w Bill he w'lia h'\(d» been g lnssessmom l)c] r%r!;xllrefi o not(i fu; llf e ll')-”“gllple \\'oill]d
7 R s F 2 D i | ¢ y to a i t was bly a > ]
rend in Session and was so fir unobjectionable; he would ﬁpu[: ';‘(:O‘v:)‘ﬁfll];::in pl‘.(,’qs’mzvq:“?i:“ 'V'H {)‘{)isl(‘: he)c::‘l’ {;llﬁ
] secti i I I (g3 g 5 A s 2
t};nre]f{\rr: vote fn.rlthle"ﬁrst sectlnprn(j thlfzﬁﬂl;ll, and the second | 4 ie oy is, has it been read -in sessions, or is it properly
should also receive his support, 1t mocied. ’ | before them ? He would like to hear the opinion of the
Mr. ParTrLow briefly remarked that it the Bill were |Hon. Speakerupon this point.
divested of its general hearing and made to apply solely to Hon. SpEAER explained: this Bill was first moved to be
"_hf‘_‘ﬂi'f 01-' ?‘""1'"1]1"1d“‘“11“1‘3“1“‘”}“2 P“bhl(’. ““",""."t_‘lr"’,"_ 13 '1"," brought in as a continuation of an old Bill, and as such was
using to pay it—he would have no objection to give his | ot required to be read in Sessions; but the Hon. mover had
consent to it. | afterwards thought it would be better to bring it in as a new

Mr. Borsrorp also spoke briefly.—Since he said, the | Bill.

besides,

hon. mover of the Bill was willingAto. withdraw its general | Mr, Enp,—¢¢ Is it right,fthen—is it properly before the
application to the Country and to limit it solely to St. John, ' House 2>’

he (Mr. Botsford) would have no objection to support 1(:—— | Hon. SeeAxrr,—The House may, if it think proper,
fe was not willing to give such power to the General Ses- | dispense with the rule 14 this Matace!

sions as to allow them in their own persons to inflict such 4 off i3 1 .
punishment. The proper method \\F"mlid be, to give them | . Mr. S1mons offered a similar explanation as that just
authority to make such a refractory individnal render his ac- | S1VeD by the HO“; Speaker. In refe{]cnce '(’. the nmotfm,
counts, or in the event of his refusing, to do so to hand him | he thoug:ht the £50 for i‘_‘“}‘l‘“:‘g_ might a3 “Cl}albefm‘ ed.
over to a third power for punishment. | There were Members of the Session quite capable o audit-
Hon. Mr. Hazex sud 1t would be of no use to demand | o5 the accounts, and it was the gengral custoy ‘O,HPPO."“

W i SN 3 two or three of the Magistrates to perform this duty, which
the man’s accounts—if there were no power fo punish.— was usually accomplished in two or three evenings. As to
The mere figures on paper would be of no service. | the clause alluded to by the Hon. Member from Gloucester,
Mr. Borsrorp. ¢ Yes, his Bonds conld be sued.”” providing that no assessment be made until recommended by
Mr. WARK said, that the subject required further in- | the Grand Jury, he was not opposed to it, and ifar_:y Hon.
vestigation;. and he would therefore suggest that it be Member chose to move it he would go for it cheerfully; but
deferred to the next Session; when it might be taken up | as he had brought in the Bill, drawn up by another person,
and treated as its importance demanded. (Here the subject | he did not think it was his duty to move any amendment.
was pretty well exhausted: but a few remarks from several In reference to what had fallen from his hon. culleague about
individuals followed; after which the Question was taken | the £60 for the Clerk, it was a matter which claimed the

on several amendments as they came up; when it was finally ‘ consideration of‘_the Commttee; but it was his opinion that
| the sum was fair and just, for althoughthe same person held

power to secure the public property. They wanted the | passed divested of its retrospective character, and limited to ) altho L
equal right to sue and be sued; and he (Mr. P.) was sure | the Latitude of St. John.) another office, the duties of this office must be discharged,

entail nrach inconvenience on several persons, as it com-
pelled Parish Officers without discrimination to give heavy
bonds; although the Bonds when given, might be considered
ample protection to the public. The 2nd section was law
already, for the Magistrates may now if the wish, impri-
son a delinquent : but the 8d Section which is 7etrouctive,
is also unconstitutional ; inasmuch as it assumes the punish-
ment of individnals for matters which transpired prior to the
enactment of the law itself. Then another objection was
that it would make the Sessions their own Judge, Jury and
Executioner; for while in an ordinary case a prisoner might
be relieved by a Habeus Corpus, here, on an imaginary reference to those ¢ who may in future serve’’ but he
offence one or two Magistrates might issue their warrani, |see no reason in the whole demand, and he knew well tha
and send a man to prison without even the resources of giv | it was not necessary to cram the body of a man into Jail ir
ing bail, or claiming a trial by Jurv. Among Magistrates as
well as other Bodiés there would be occasional instunces of
private feelings and prejudic and ths better way would be
to refuse power, which might be made so liable to abuse.
Hon. Mr. Siaro~ps remarked that there might be party | ment;
feelings and prejudices; butsuch should never be entertained | it imprudent t
or referred to in the present Committee, w
simple duty to perform. The cases put by his Honor the
Speaker and the hon. member from
could never occur—no one could be brought up on an im- | oppose it. The public wishe for protection, and he wa
aginary offence; since any one paying out money must be anxious they should have it. He therefore would move th
supposed to take receipts, and thus sccure himself from an- | postponement of the Bill for six months.
noyance. With regard to the retrospective clause inthe | Mr, Haxr~cToxN thought the personal allusions whic
Bill, if the Committee did not think it constitutional he was |had been made during the course of the debate, were quit
willing to strike it out; as his only object was to make the |unnecessary : nor did he see w
law a  good one. Provincial Officers were compelled to | giers had to do with that of New Brunswick. He ha
render  their accounts, and he saw no reason why Parish l learned that the Bill then before the Committee was frame
Officers should not be subjected to the same rule, for the | by the learned and hon. recorder for the City of St. John

(Mr. Payne) could see no possible objection.

by the friends of the Bill, and had examined the clause ir

Bill, felt inclined to give it his assistance by way of amend:

felt anxious to facilitate pnblic justice; but the love of Jus:

there would not be the least objection to strike out any thing
which might be thought unconstitutional in the Bill. There | 0. & Rachitadt o orht
was a law already, which authorized the imprisonment of a/Mill Owneran ‘“]' ’d“C & prn')‘mg, “; '“l“ }'*xse]i‘ (;0“'.:;”}‘)1‘ | much more regular in his attendance at the Session than
ertain public delinquents; and the object in this Bill was to be made into some land transactions WileH ad with the |5 olf and therefore was more intimataly acquainted with
apply it more generally, by bringing it down tothe case of all | ¢ 7 e Z ' v i
Parish Officers; and to this reasonable application, founded ‘Q‘,h'Cl‘(;‘ cn:“te(’is‘;:m:‘,[10”0“1(id’bm the colurss ‘;f “‘hm.h ‘lihr
as it was, in the principle of public and equal justice, he |’ imonds stated ‘that it would be scarcely delicate in e
B P P 3 J i House of Assembly to take the subject ont of the hands ol

Mr. E~p had listened attentively to the arguments brought Jention was perfectly eorrect. {Dher restiltwhay thntetha

order to make his bonds liable for the payment of his |
debts.—Evyery one who  signed a bond, was liable for its
amount. He (Mr. End) when he had first heard of the

but he now saw it so bad throughout, that he lhoyghl papers under his control relating to disputed Mill Reserv
o identify his improvements with it. The | o the Richibucto River, granted to Mr. Desbrisay,

shich had only a |hon. member snid he had introduced this Bill, because he | cJaimed by Mr. Holderness.

St. Jehn (Mr. Partelosy) | tice was the only canse which induced himself aud others o | pittee appointed to investigate the subject, having been de-

the Government of A/~ | mation in his power.)

44 ¥ | and whoever did it should be paid for it. ~However, he was
Mr. Wirnor presented a Petition from a Mr. Holdernes, | willing in this case to submit to the opinion of one who was

Executive, in whi > consi imself agrieved: v
Brocutive, in which he considered himself agrieved: upon | o0 matters.

Mr. PAv~E entered into a full exposition of the County
affairs. - He then said that the Magistrates of St. John did
pot do as certain Magistrates of other Counties did: allow

| the accounts to accumulate year afier year until they were
obliged to come before that House for a Bill to pay off the

the Executive; and several others declared that such inter-

) | Petition was referred to a Select Committee.

could County deht; but they mettheir accounts, audited them, and

t | squared up every year. But their contingencies—which
D Moxpay, February 16th, they had no funds to meet—were heavy ; for instance, there
STV | was wood for the Gaol, food for the risoners, &ec., these

MILL RESERVES. expenses all came out of the Cnunt_v},j although the public

Mr. WiLaor offered a resolution for an address to the |lands were all in the hands of the Corporation. They had
- | 1ieut. Governor, requesting him to lay before the House all | lately made some important reductions in in the expenditure:
| among other things they had entered intoa compromise with
wd &the Sheriff, by which his fees were reduced. As regards
The Hon. Member observed | the Clerk of the Peace it was his opinion that whoever, per-
| formed the duties of that office must be paid; and he consi-
| dered the money well earned. He did not think the item
| for auditing was necessary, and was, therefore, prepared

- | that this course had been rendered necessary from the Com-

8| terred for want of proper information.
€| Mr. Stmonns thought it was quite unnecessary to adopt | t0 &0 for £800,

this course. (We here understood the Hon. Member to Mr. Exp was now convinced that the  Bill was properly
b say that he was acquainted with all the ciréumstances of the | before the Committee, and therefore waived that objection

e | ase, and was willng to afford the Committee all the infor- | But he hoped the Committee would deal the same with §

: | John as they did with the Bill which came from the North
d 3 ¢ 1 . vy’ &1 At e
4| Mr. T, as one of the Committee, said he was very ‘nln‘d ”;] 0r{1$1 “"‘!e’“ P']on. )[e":l’t’s sincerity he should move
much obliged to the Hon. Mot that the following clause be added. (Here the Hon. Mem-
5 : 3 I ber read a clause to the effeet that the Grand Jury should

3

| and he felt inclined to believe that the Learned Member from | COUNTY OF SAINT JOHN, CONTINGENT | recommend the nssessment before the Sessions should have

protection of the people. |

Hon. Mr. WiLyor agreed with the principle of the | Gloucester had not even read it.
Bill; but it went too far in its details; it gave power to the | (Mr. H.) could not give his a
Sessions whieh would be liable to the greatest abuse; and it | the Commissioners of Highv
must be remembered that there were bonds required already, | not receive as much as five

§

illings a year for their service

Tn the case of Banks when thousands were at stake, the se- | If however the application of the Bill were limited to St.

curity which was given to the Crown was decmed quite | John, where a great deal of money was paid over to publ

enough; and why should an additional penalty be inflicted | officers; he (Mr H.) would have'no objection to support it.

on a petty Parish Officer, or why should the Sessions claim With resard to the retrospective clause of the Bill; b
more poywer than the Crown ? f’orsom composing the Ses- | thought it unjust, and supposed it would not receive tl
sions, might like other people get excited, and under the in- | consent of the Committee; but as the Bill had been rea
fluence of excitement they might do wrong; but the safest .

As a General Bill, he
nt to it; for it included
and other persons who did

j ) in lhe_Scssions, and had received the assent of the Grand
way would be, not o invest them with the power. The | Jury forthe City and County of St. John, he thought it ought

GXPENSES, | power to assess. )

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whate | Elbn: iy Hazen wished the opinion oRHeRCor ey
¢ ; 0'® 10 be taken by putting the question for sustaining the first

s!{ona Bill to enable the Magistrates of the, County of St. o3 e e l) Wi o did e

John to assess the inhabitants for the County Contingen- section, It was a Jocal Bill, and he did not know ' why tho

croll bt . 4 =) Ton. Member for Gloucester should trouble his head about
? ; B X

Mr. StmonDs stated that this was a local Bill. = A peti-

e | tion had also been received, praying for it to pass, with this

";!zliﬁ“erence: that the petition prayed for a permanent Bill,

1

| Mr.En~p would tell the Hen. Member; it was because #n
Hon: Member for the County St. John, who had introduced
r hat the 1 bled himeelf e g
making provision for an annual assessment, but it had been this Rill, h'wd just trou! 1@ hmml. about a Bill W hich came
b . i o | from the North. Besides, that Hon. Member’s arguments
considered more advisable to make ‘the Bill before them | . :
tomporary, and merely to meet the contingencies of the cur upon that occasion to show why the matter should first be
PRAa ¢ Y 3 Benc I~ | cubmitted to the Grand Jury were unanswerable, they were

former part of the Bill, he would be willing to suppert; but | to be given to that locality. It was strange that while the cean: is | ht we fer: t e
) s B 3 28, alrahg rent year; and this he thought was preferable to the other <o luminous that his (Mr. End’s) previous conceptions wers

he should at the same time feel it his duty to oppese the high officers of the Law in S
latter.

Mr, Exp observed that the result of the whole affuir as
far as concerned the hon. member from St. John (Mr.
Partelow) would have been, that had the law now contem-
plated been in operation some time ago, that gentleman in-
stead of being able to acquit himself before the public, would
haye been in a dungeon, under the arbitiary operation of the
law; a law, which however well it might be calenlated for
the Latitude of Algiers, was scarcely fit for New Brunswicelk,
where he hoped never to see such a measure passed, as
would give the power of the Jury and the Executioner tothe
same party.—He (Mr. E.) would be willing to make per-
sons entrusted with public monies give as large bonds as
might be required, and he would also compel them to make
payments as often as the Sessions would see fit, but he
never wonld give to any body of men, the power to incar-: | —* Ttwas.”” Then he (Mr. Wark,) would not object to
cerate an individual thus placing it beyond his power to make | passing for the City and County of St. John.

a defence. He (Mr. E.) was afraid that the present Bill

«but perhaps’’ (said the ho

opposition in the Hous
member) ¢ we are wis
to waste words; if the House were determined to throw o
the Bill; but he would say that if the Conimittee wished

restri~t the Bill to St. John, he would not have the least o

assessinents; which circumstance frequ'emly left great sur
of money in the hands of Collectors and therefore the sec

w ig_hl—nnd who could blame them—prove unwilling to ma
their payments.  Was it indeed the object, to screcn Pub
Officers?  If so, his (Mr. Hnnington’sj object would be
malke them as liable as possible.

against Mr.*Partelow ; knowing as they did, that had their |was such a law in being already; and persons collecti

b}c‘zen 5|lnch a law, that individnal could not have escaped | (Constables) and refusing to pay over, were liable by the
them—he would haye no means of procuring evidence to | old law, to be sent to prison without Bail or mainprize; thus
the very demand made in the Bill, turned out to be the| ber who had last spoken. ~Tf there was & compromise mad¢

establish his innocence.
Mr. Browx thought the Committee must be ignorant of |aw of the land already. (Here Mr. Brown read extra

the subject under discussion ; for there was a law already in from certain acts of Parliament, to prove his position.)— | were collected all the same, an

force, compelling collectors of public money to give bonds : With respect to including the inferior officers, he saw no 1

and that law was enacted only last Session.  But apart from cessity for that clause in the Bill; but if the{City of St. John | 10 did not pass the Council las

that, there was another law, fully as stringent as that now required it, he thought it should be granted them.

r.’> It was unnecessary, however, | proper.  There were other members—some of his colleag

jection to its passing, In St. John they were liable to large

Mr. WARK enquired if the Bill had been read in Session. | should object to that item. As to the £50 for auditing the

had been | g fthe fa1 iy » Mr. P'ROW_N said that with regard to collectors, such a
n brought in, on reviev of t e failure of their claim |law was quite unnecessary; for in plain English, there

John had agreed in the im- | b Th s muted for +th o i

; lolin had ag plan. The amount. estimated for the present year was |,y e Tt Nowsith e SISt AP
portance and necessity of this Bill, it was met by such | £85 LN hers would rse. take the.s * | all prostrated. « (Laug er.) 0¥ BN UIIOR eHLILA%

¥ h ; 1 £850. Hon, Members would, of course, take the.amount | ., ;'oqst of the most intelligent Grand Jury in the Province

. j i sideration, : imit i wh ; T :
into their consideration, and limit it to what they thought why not apply the same principle to the Bill now beforo

! them ?
Mr. PaArTELOW said there was a material difference be-
| tween the Bill the Hon. Member had reference to, and the

ut | __who were better acquainted with the subject than he was;
10 | and he should say nothing further upon the subject until he
b- | had heard from them. v 1 ¥ s E
R Dt e D Dutithon aht | Bill now: before them. That was a permanent Bill—a Bill

S%| (Mr RARTERL ad no objection ta the Bill, bu thought | "o "t le the Sessions to levy assesments year after year;
g the sum .too.]ngh. There were two_items to which he but. this is a temporary Bill, for one year only. He would
should object; these were £50 for auditing the accounts, go for st king out the items he had a]'rend_v mentioned, but

ity contempl: ras required— n Jollector
i foptempRiasLmasIpuR i hep oy s Golleh o apyl 60 fonithsabery oftiliefOlerks A brrmbeaiter had G ould oppose the motion of the Hon. Member for Gloucester

ke |, “ hi X o r Glot
lic already been made by which the Common Clerk of St. |, 5')e did not wish to see the sessions coutrolled in this mat=
John was to have a salary of £500 for his services, in lieu D G .
to £ o 5 R | ter by the Grand Jury.
of all fees, and-as the duties referred to in this Bill belonged Mr. & ¥ oo o PR Goll o1 bbd
to that officer, and he considered him already well paid, hios | . pi0 R EMIQDARAR BT to hear his Hon. Colleague & 0
1 jection; for his own part he considered the more checks lh?_
1ts | nccounts, there was no law in existence to authorize the ip- better, and theught the proviso good. The Grand Juries of
. . . S Mg St. John were composed of intelligent men, to whom he was
pointment of an auditor; therefore without going into the ite willi : houldib bmitted. He moved
question whether such an officer was necessary or xot, he R the question s s“l"“'ﬁe Wittt
should also object to that item, because there was no law llul the question be now taken upon the first section,
ng | for it. These were the offensive parts of the Bill, and the |then they could C?nsldﬂ th.c amount.
only objections he should start. Mr. ENnhfch highly gr}:,mﬁed !]o h?‘arS (hk} ‘I:Ion}.‘ (li\fcnxe;
Mr. W. H. STrE s oneur with the Hon. Mem- copsen! to the proviso; ! e people ot & t. John had no
b g ) i fair chance of experiencing the blessings o!‘Respt;]nsnb]g G?d
. 8 . g 7 i sould not have it sal
cts | with the Clerk, and he did n cket the fees himself, they vernment. He hoped the Committee wou
e g(:.ven! towards the funds o | that in other Counties the Grand Juries must be the ﬁl"a-!lm
ne- | the Corporation. The Bill the Hon. Member had reference recommend an assessment, and not allow the same P""‘ ]e&
t vear, and if it should pas«  |g€8 10 the Grand Jury of St.” John,—he hopedlthey “S:bo
both branches this year, it would make no difference to the | 1Ot thus pass a vote of c"";“sl;f J“Eg" the gentlemen
all i Much had been said about the large salary en- compose the Grand Juries of St. John.
Mr. JorDA N would oppose the amending clause.

Ttwas

_conlgmplated ‘h'v the section’; qudnorizing ﬂ.le pqnishmcnt of Mr. StmonDs expressed himself highly pl d, after
imprisonment in the case of delinquent . of imprisonment in’ | which had been said, that.it was now found ont. ¢

he yery ob-| joyed by the Common Clerk, but be (Mr. Street) was well

.
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