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«= CHAPTER X. 

The “Sofian”’A Ruse as Old as the 
Siege of Troy. 

John Macklin, the burly baggage- 
man of the ss. Sofian, was a good 

man, but a confirmed grouser. And 
not altogether without reason; pas- 
sengers might be a little more con- 
siderate, a little more careful not to 
give quite unnecessary trouble. 
Certainly . the steamboat company 

does its best to make things easy 
and simple. When a passenger takes 
his ticket, the clerk hands him at the 
same time, and with full explana- 

tions, a packet of labels, which | 
labels are gaily colored, plainly print 
ed, gummed on the back, and of three 
kinds. Kind the first ‘is 
Cabin, and is. for small = articles 
wanted continually on the voyage—| 

valises, suit ‘cases, dressing-cases, 
and the like. All baggage so marked 
is carried down to its owner’s cabin 
dmmediately on its arrival on board. 
A sccond kind of label is inscribed 
Not Wanted, arndis for all heavy 
baggage, packing-cases, and the like, 
‘which will not be required on the 
voyage at all. The company requests 
that all such may be sent on board 
at least twenty-four hours before 
sailing, so that they nay be stowed 
away right at the back of the bag- 
gage-room. Jhe third label is mark- 
ed wanted on voyage, and is for 
«articles of personal luggage too cum- 
bersome to go conviently into the 
cabins, hut to which their owners 
will want to have access occasional- 
ly. These go in the baggage-rooy, 
near the entrance. 

One would think that no one older 
than a baby or saner than an Earls- 

wood inmate could make a mistake. 
But they do, bless you! they do.They 

“mark their crated bicycles and pianos 
“‘cabin,”” and the evening of the first 
day at sea they ask to have the 
whole baggage-room 

they need a tooth-brug out of a 
two-ton packingr-case at the back! 

As assonger line lives by pleasing 
its passcnagers, whenever possible this 
is done: when it simply can't le 
done, they write to the papers and 
abuse the company. 

&till, Mr. Macklin, the baggage- 

man, need not have groused =o 
mu = as he did. But he was always’ 

{ “Oh, garn! .what yer giving us?” 
nothing better ofered, of grausing bes | 
ready to grouce: he was capable, if 

cause he had nothing to grouse about 
—tly.t was the sort of chap he was. 

It was the day before sailing. The 
“ofian was still alongside the com- 
peny’s whart; two huge drays of pas- 

.-mgers’ heavy baggage had just 

riven up; a party on deck were ci- 

ployed striking them down with the 

. spread- 
ing himself like a green bay-tree.’’—Psl. 

marked ; 

unstowed, as’ 

pie of a derrick, and Mr. Macklin and 

a couple of sailors were stowing them 

away in the baggage-room as they 
{ arrived. 

“Well, Johnny, ‘ere’s onc gen’'l'man 
‘as ‘ad the kindness to send ‘is ditty | 

i riety on’ duty—to lose, do not tell | 3 
| here?’ 

¢ up and walking 

box aboard in time for you to get it 
| stowed away nice an’ comierble. atl 

said one of the sailors, | 
‘as he cast the slings off an enormous | 
! all events,” 

deal packing-case which had just come 

down the hatchway. 

‘““And I'll 

four-"arf that by the second morning 

ifee’ll be cryin’ to ave the ‘ole bag- 
gage-rrom took apart to get the ba-| 

grumbled i { 

3 Eproblemus of neat jstowage constantly ! 

arising,’ forgot all’ about the curious | 

ase which moved by itself. But tht 

by's pap bottle cut ofit,”’ 
i Mr. Macklin, as he” bent his brawny 

back to the work of helping to push 

iit.along the alley way towards: the 

baggage-room.. Well, if ‘ec, does, th’ 
bleeder can wait.” 
“Dry up, ver bloody old grouscr,’ 

{said the sailor. “Where yer goin’ ter 
‘ave it?’ 

age He 
“What, in th’ corner?” 

» 

against th’ bulk ‘ead.”’ 
“Right yer are,’”’ said the sailor. 
“Come along there, down below!” 

the top of the hatchway; ‘““we’re all 
waiting for you, up here.” 

The long, thin case, as a matter of 
fact a valuable picture, crated, going 
out to adorn the town mansion of 
some South American magnate, was 

taking up the middle of the hatch- 
way, and preventing the deck party 

from sending down anything more 

this Mr. Macklin and both sailors 
were needed. However, the three 

of them were not long in tackling it, 
and soon had it shoved as far as 
the baggage-room door. § 
“Now, then, fist ‘er round there,” 

i said Mr. Macklin, “over there to the 
! corner, where we leit a— Well, I'mm—’ 

i ““What’s up?’ asked the second 
"sailor, the one who had not helped 

with the big packing-case. 

noring him and addressing his mate, 
“that ain't ‘ow we left that there 

» LJ 

case!” 

little ways out irom the corner, for 

sure,” said Bill, surveying it with a 
puzzled expression, and scratching 
his head. 

asked the second sailor disgustedly: 

‘p’raps yer’ll tell me it's got up an’ 
walked. ‘Ere, Johnny, where’ll yer 

‘ave this bleedin’ case? 
question afore th’ court, I take it. 
Look out! ’Ere’s the First!’ 

“Do vou think the company pays 

you fellows to work, or to conduct 

a damned debating society?” asked 

bet ver a pint o° four | 

i glass 
3 

iMacklin got into a heated—and even, 

fer thet there long flat ‘un ter go! 

called the first officer's voice from | ) 

i and took up a berth in the’ stream 

till it was carried away. To do: 

“Well, IT thought as we left it a 

That’s the 

the first ofiicer, who, dissatisfied 

with the rate at which the baggage 
was being stowed away, had come 
down to see what was the matter. 

{ Now, seamen with a reputation for 
sobriety—or at any rate, for sob- 

chief officers stories about™ heavy 
packing-cages getiing 

any more than ship captains, who 

value their cmployment, like to tell 

case was left in the corner, and the 

cases put against, it, and so. the 

smmountain of luggage grew, and Mur. 

Afacklin and his mates, with new 

ing, - going sashore for a last 

at the Crown and Anchor, Mr. 

at one phase, a :physical—argument 

| on the subject of table-turning. 
Mr. 

| Maeklin was the believer, the other 

{ man the sceptic. A ° 

“Next ter th’ corner; leave a space | the unbelieving age in which wo HW 

will be glad to hear that Mr. Mack- | 

lin’s was the first that prevailed. 
It | 

| was the sceptic who went on board 

! with a black eye 

Those who lament 

The next morning the ship cast 
off, 

off Tilbury. Barly in the afternoon 

‘came the tender, with passengers 

from the special boat train; and, as 

soon as they were on board, the an- 

chor was hove up, and the big ship 

swung round and started off for 

Southampton, where she would take 

on board her mails and other passen- | 

gers, to make no other halt until, 

nearly threo weeks later, she would 

cast anchor in her South American 

port of destination. From two till 

fivo Mr. Macklin was busy getting 

ithe ‘wanted on voyage’ {runks out 

oi the alley ways, and stowed, as 

neatly as he could, in the baggage- 

room. This time he was alone, as 
{these trunks were not above one 

‘man’s power—when the man was as 

| brawny a specimen as Mr Mackin 

| —ta' handle. . 
““ “Bre, Bill,” said Mr. Macklin,ig- | “Rather hot?'- said a bland.” po- 

lite, slightly afiected voice behind 

him. 
Looking round, Mr. Macklin. saw 

that ha was being addressed by a 
passenger, a pink and white, pretty, ! 

pensive, and a trifle portly specimen 

of the genus curate, specics common 

of Anglican, who, standing in {front 

of cabin 132, was blandly and inter- 

estedly surveying his, Mr. Macklin's 

struggles with a big portmantean. 

The first answer that rose to Mr. 

Macklin’s lips need not be particul- 

arized, especially as he did not give 
tit utterance, it will be sufficient to 

sav that it was rude. However; one 
makes allowances ior curvates, and 

; there was something about this cur- 

gage-room represen 
the case ha 

ly, it will be remembered, had put 
itself. To the case we will now re- 

vert. 

ate that suggested beer—that is, if he 

were properly handled; so Mr. Mack- 
lin, repressing his initial impulse to 
make the retort obvious—and dis- 
courteous—stood up from the port- 

manteau, passed the back of his hand 
across his forehead, and replied, as 
pleasantly as he ever did reply, and 
that is not, saying too much— 

“ ‘Ot! youre right, sir! ’ot—'and 
dry! 1 earns my money, I do; not 

like preachin’.”’ 
Mr. Macklin could not be really 

polite, even with beer in prospect. 

But the Rev. John Hawtrce, such be- 
ing tho name in which cabin No. 132 
was booked, was not going to take 
offence. 
“Phat I'm sure you do,” he said 

“I shall look forward to hearing all 
about your life and your work on | 
board. You se, this is my cabin, 

and T suppose vou are often working 

\Mr. Macklin had ‘‘Baggage-man’’ 
in white on his cap-band, and the 

{ door that . stood open behind him 
rics of seca-serpents. So the big | 

i room’’ in black, so the inferemce was 

flat case put on top of it, and other | 

bore the . inscription, > ‘Baggages 

oh: vious. 
‘Don’t git much time for con-ver- 

| sats-hi-hony,”” Mr. Macklin began 
isuriily, but the Rev. Mr, Hawtree 
cut. him short. 
“Oh! not now, of course,” he said. 

‘“*I'se¢ you are busy. But later on— 
say this evening, -aiter the passen- 

{gers’ dinner—J" shall be down here. I 

am the Rev, John Hawtree, and I 

am writing a book about life in the 
| British Mercantile Marine, and you 
icould give me a few facts. And-er— 

You could refresh yourself with a lit- 

tle something after your hard work, 
"’he added, as if on an after-thought 
Just then one of the officers ap- 

peared at the end of the alley way, 

rand Mr. Macklin made a great show 
of continuing his task. But the Rev. 

John Hawtree saw that he would 
jcomply; so, not wishing at. that 

point to prolong the conversation, 

he said— 

“Well, at eight o'clock then,” nod- 
ded pleasantly, and passed along the 

alley way towards the main hatch- 

way. 
The mate waited till the parson 

was out of hearing, then began to 

ask why the this, that, and the oth- 

er Mr. Macklin did not get on with 

his work? 

To follow the rest of the events 

that took place that night, the 
reader should first devote a few 
minutes attention “to the following 

plan of that part of the Sofian 

where the  haggage-room, 

room, and x 
the first first-class passengers’ cabins 

were situated. No door, it will be ob- 
served, opens into the specie-room, 
the only : approach being from the 

deck above, where there is a way to 

descend from the captain's cabin. | 
3 of the bag- 

specie- 

slew of the foremost of 

The X in the cor 
the place where 

1 been put—at least, part- 

Instead of going into his cramped 
quarters fresh, after a good night's 

rest, as he had hoped, poor Jack: 

had had to go in tired out after a 

hard night's work. Then had come 
the long journey, the joltings innum- 

crable, and ultimately the arrival on 

board the ship, and the awful crash 

[with which he had landed at the 
{bottom of the hatchway. But worse 
jeven than coming down the hatch- 
|way had been the progress atong the 
ralley way, rolled over and over by 

{the brawny arms of Mr. Macklin ana 
his assistants, while he held his 
jbreath, and prayed that the fittings 
(of the case might hold good. And 
they did; the chains and springs, and 
{rubber stirrups and hand-grips stood 
the test and performed their office; 
,and though the discomfort was al- 
{most beyond words, not a bruise did 
he receive. 

(To be continued.) 

INTERESTING, IF TRUE. 

| You Can Try It For Yourself and Prove It. 

One grain of the active principle in 
Stuart’s Dyspepsia Tablets will di- 
gest 3,000 grains of meat, eggs or 
other wholesome food, and this claim 
has been proven by actual experiment 

which anyone can perform for himself |! 
ity. He said: in the following manner: Cut hard- 

boiled eggs into very small pieces, as 
it would be if masticated, place the 
egg and two or three of the tablets 

mn a bottle or jar containing warm 

walter, heated to 98 degrees (the tem- 

perature of the body), and keep it at 

this temperature for three and one- 

hall hours, at the end of which time 
the egg will be as completely digest- | 
ed as it would have been in the 
healthy stomach of a hungry boy. 

‘the point of this experiment is that 
, what Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets will 
do to the egg in the bottle it will | 
do to the egg or meat in the stom- 

ach, and nothing else will rest and 
invigorate the stomach so safely and 

effectually. KEven a little child can 

take Stuart's Tablets with safety 
and benefit if its digestion is weak 
and the thousands of cures accom- 

plished by their regular daily use are 
easily explained when it is under- 

stood that they are composed of 
vegetable essences, aseptic pepsin, 

diastase and Golden Seal, which min- 
gles with the food and digest it 

thoroughly, giving the overworked 

stomach a chance to recuperate. 
Dieting never cures dyspepsia, 

neither do pills and cathartic medi- 
cines, which simply irritate and in- 
flame the intestines. 
When enc food is eaten and 

promptly digested there will be no 

constipation, nor in fact will there be 
discase of any kind, because good di- 
gestion means good health in every 

organ. 
The merit and success of Stuart's 

Dyspepsia Tablets are world- wide 
and they are sold at the moderate 

price of 50 cts. for full-sized package 

in every drug store in the United' 

States and Canada, as well as in 
Europe. 

Thinker.—‘So 
forever 
living, 

of the po 

inst the h cost of 
re’s nothing in it.’ 
' 124 

"I do not. Why, only 
h ? ttle boy begged me to give 

him a nickel to buy his father a pair of 
pants. If clothing is really as cheap as} 
that, I don’t sce any sense in talking! 
about the high cost of living.” 

You might not think so, but Heeler has 
dole quite a little to diminish bribery 
in politics. He has? Yes. Many a 

time when money intended to bribe vot- 
ers. has been placed in his hands he has 
kept as much of it as circumstances 
would permit. —Brooklyn Life, 

we want to work hand in 
| them. Intemperance does not help our 
| trade, but it does greatly iftjure it. We 

rand strengthened. 

iticians are | 
i 

LIQUOR MEN 
IN BOSTON, 

Say They Will Work for 

Temperance, but Not 

Prohibition. 
«Boston, Nov. 23.—A large meeting of 

liquor dealers was held yesterday after- 

|noon in Paine memorial hall. Appleton 

| street, for the purpose as outlined by the 

| presiding officer, ‘“‘of elevating and bene- 

* |fiting the traffic and eliminating the ob- 

| jectionable features surrounding the sa- 

loon and the sale of intoxicating liquors.’ 

Notice of the meeting was sent to * the 

trade from the office of the Massachu- 

setts wine and spirits dealers’ associa- 

tion. 
{ In his opening remarks President W. A. 
Miller said that the organization was 

| firmly nonpolitical and in no way inter- 
ested in the welfare of any political par- 

“All we ask for is legislation which is 
| fair to our. trade. We are mot here to 
{plan a campaign against any person or 
any party. We do not antagonize the 
honest, earnest temperance people, but 

hand with 

do antagonize the few fanatics who con- 
duct what they call the anti-saloon ‘lea- 
gues. Qur business is recognized and 
legalized by the laws of the community, 
which are made by the will of the ma- 
jority of the people,” and we ask that we 
‘We given a fair and honest chance to con- 
duct our business honestly and profit- 
ably without unjust interference by un- 
fair legislation.” 
Edwin F. Hollis, counsel for the as- 

sociation, said, in speaking of the organ- 
ization’s growth and hopes. “Not a dol- 
lar has been nor will We spent for legis- 
lation, and if we cannot win our ends by 
fair means then we will go down to an 
honorable defeat.’ 
Mr. Hollis explained that the plan 1s 

to organize the trade of the entire 
state under one big head, located in this 
city. Among the things the association 
will try to bring about he said, are the 
repeal of the abuttors’ and the semi. 
colon laws, and possibly a general re- 
vision of the liquor laws. 
Following Mr. Hollis there were a large 

number of speakers, including T. F. Con- 
nor of Roxirury, Frederick McGrath, Rol- 
lin Jones, John Sullivan, Alderman Pa- 
trick Bowen, Thomas Burke and George 
B. Hugo. i 
Among other things it was urged by 

the speakers that members take no part 
in political fiehts, and to go no farther 
than to see that their employes are reg- 
istered. Support of candidates who are 
favorable to .the trade's interests was 
also encouraged. 
Each man had something to say of the 

benefits of the organization and the man- 
ner in which it might be made larger 

Each gave his opin- 
offer and had plenty of good advice to 
offer. At the conclusion those who had 
not joined became members upon pav- 
ment of their fees. 
soon to be held. 

threughout the world. 

This medal was awarded to Ming 

ard’s Liniment in London in 1886. 

The only liniment to receive a medal. 

It was awarded because of strength, 

purity, healing powers and superiority 

ef the liniment over all others from 

YORKSHIRE BAR. 

Ale and 
per 

glass 

or tank- 
ard. 

Highest Award Colonial 1" 1ndian 
Exhibition, London, 

ENGLAND, 1886. 
European Plan, - 20 Mill St. 

J. RHEA 

C
A
R
S
 

C
O
C
]
 

o
 

'e’
 BEGIN NOW ! : 

Times Wants Bring ; 

+ 

X
D
 

N
S
T
I
 

C
X
D
C
I
X
I
X
)
 

.,
 

>
 

C
o
 

*,
 

*
 Good Results, 

0
 

X
I
X
D
 

Another meeting is! » . . . 3 5
 gd
 

x3
 

>
 3, o
o
 

o
p
 

3
 

o
e
 

£3 D 
.
 

>
 

0d
 Cd
 

-
 

£3
 
*
 

ED
 

.
 
*
 3 5
 

L
2
5
4
 

*
%
 

EL
) 

L)
 o *
%
 

D
J
 

fod 
2 

06%6% 6% %0 XIX] 

$2.75--Up to Date Ladies’ Skirt=-$2.75 
Special Seasonable Sale of Ladies’ Tailor Made Skirts, newest ma-< 

terials, first class fit and finish, every skirt is beautifully tucked and cord- 
ed, making a really elegant skirt, we have 240 of these for sale, original 
prices were $3.00, $3.50, $4.00 and $4.50, and we purpose offering as a 

leader, and for a few days only at o ne price and one price only, your 

choice ‘for $2.75 each, these skirts will be on view in our windows on Sat- 
urday 19th inst., when you can judge for yourselves if this is not a bona- 
fide offer of extraordinary value com bined with low prices it is hard to 
beat. 

Don’t miss this Ladies, and come early to obtain first selection. 

$2.75 Rm MYERS, 695 lain Street. $2.75 
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The Demand for 

The People Find That it is More Profitable to 
Purchase Flour Made From Manitoba Wheat 

/ 

KEEWATIN 

VE ROSES” FL 
is the Best Flour Made From Manitoba Wheat 

It is Manufactured by the 


