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Govvespondence, 

For the Colonial Farmer. 

RURAL TOPICS. 

The profits on small fruits are gen- 
erally more per acre than on ordinary 
farm crops. Mr. Wm. Parry of Cin- 
naminton, N. J., reported his crop of 

Brandywine (Susqueco) raspberries as 
follows: Ten acres produced 26,300 
quarts, being over 82 bushels per 
acre, which sold at wholesale at 16} 

cents per quart, netting $2,800, after 

allowing $1,538 for commissions, 

picking, manure, cultivation, use of 
crates, baskets, &e. This is $280 net 

per acre ; but this was probably more 
. than an average profit, as 10 or 12 
cents per quart is as much as can be 
expected anywhere, taking one season 
with another, for this kind of fruit. 

Strawberries often yield 100 bushels 

to the acre, and if of the best large 
varieties they can be sold in our large 
cities at 20 to 50 cents per quart, 
down to 10 cents for smaller ones. 

Sometimes, however, a glut takes 
place aud the price goes down to six 

or eight cents per quart; but on an 

average this fruit will net about $150 
per acre over all expenses. People 
will pay a higher price for large 
strawberries than they will for small 
ones; and itis decidedly more pro. 
fitable to cultivate sugh. varielies as 

the Great American, W¥.march of the 

West, Star of the West, Seth Boyden, 
Cumberland, Triumph, Triomphe de 

Gand and many others, than it is to 

plant the old sour Wilson, which is 

extensively cultivated because it is 
prolific, and carries well long dis- 
tances. It is not safe to buy largely 
of any variety till you have tested it 
on your own soil, or have seen it 

tested in your vicihity, as a variety 
that is very productive in one locality 
is not always so in another place. 
Even varieties that do well on a place 
may fail with the next neighbor 
whose soil is different, 

THE LARGEST STRAWBERRIES IN THE 
WORLD ! 

I think Tam safe in saying that 
the Great American is the largest 
variety in the world! That is saying 
a good deal. It originated in Irving- 

ton, N. J., and was first offered for 
sale in July, 1876. The originator 
spent seventeen years In a scientific 

production of new varieties, amount. 
ing to fifty thousand in all, nearly all 
of which were discarded as not what 

he was seeking for, but at last he 

reached the maximum of hisambition, 

the Great American, berries of which 

he claims measures nine inches in 
circumference! I, myself, saw them 
on his grounds about that size, and it 

is considered by all who have seen, or 

fruited it, to be the largest variety 
ever produced. An old strawberry 

growet—forty yearsin the business— 
and growing over 100 choice varieties, 

says: “ Having visited Irvington, and 
examined their seedling strawberries, 
which far surpassed any that I had 

ever seen before, I measured many 
of them from 6} to 7} inches in cir- 
cum ference — the Great American 

being the largest and best, single 
berries of which have weighed over 

two ounces and measured nine inches 

in circumferance § They were beauti- 
ful, erimson co!Jf, fine flavor, firm 

and very productive, yielding from 

thirty to one hundred berries to a 
plant, and frequently more than a 
quart to a hill. Mr, - informed 
me that his son had picked fwenty- 
two quarts in twenty minutes.” 

I consider that I am doing a public 

benefit to cail the attention of my 

readers to this ‘ wondetful variety,” 

as it is often called. This variety is 
advertised in most of the agricultural 

papers. Purchasers had better wait 

1ill the spring to set them, if they 

«cannot be obtained before September 

15th. 

RAPID INCREASE. 

The rapid increase of strawberry 
plants renders it quite unnecessary to 
buy many for a mere garden plot. A 

dozen plants, if rightly managed, will 

increase to about 400 the first season, 

if set in the s»aing; and will do 

equally well if set in August or Sep- 

tember, not counting on any increase 

till the following season. The choice, 
new varieties sell at $2 to $3 per 
‘dozen, sent by mail post paid, and 
even a half a dozen plants will make 
a good sized bed in six months. To 
do this set m four or five feet apart, 
and as the ranners shoot out guide 
them by hand so as to cover the en- 
tire ground by August or September, 
using a garden trowel to sink the 

joints slightly into the soil, and secur- 

ing them there with a little earth on 
the stems of the runrcers. In Septem- 

ber or October these ranners may be 
taken up with a trowel, with the earth 
adbering to the roots, and reset where 

vou want them to grow, making a 
large bed from a half a dozen plants, 
If, however, you obtain enough plants 

at first to make your eatire plantation, 

set them in rows (wo and a half foet 

over a foot wide—just enough to en. 

pure horse 
rejected. 

towns from $100 to $200 par acre are 
easily made on these fruits. The 
black-raspberries seem to do well in all 

Cluster,” being the old Seneca with 
a new name. The best red variety is 
one of the horticultural enigmas of 
the times, as what produces immense 
crops in one place is an utter failure 
in another locality. Some of the most 
productive in the Middle States are 
Brandywine, Philadelphia, Delaware, 
Highland Hardy, Reliance, New Roch- 
elle, Horstine, Clark and Early Pro- 

best variety is the Kittatinny, then 
comes Wilson's Early, Dorchester, 
Missouri Mammoth, etc. But it is 
useless to attempt to grow this fruit 
where the%wines winter-kill, as no 
protection eam be given to them that 
is a payiny investment. 

are profitabl to grow where the soil 
and climate are favorable. Many a 
man has lost his money in tryiny to 
grow this fruit. For instance, Ger- 
mans and other foreigners, who were 
grape-growers at home, have come to 
thie country, and seeing our cheap 
lands, apparently well adapted to 
grape-growing, have sent of the val. 
ley of the Rhine, and other places in 
Europe, for vines to set vineyards. 
They had no acces to the records of 
failures of those who had previously 
tried the same experiment, 60 they or- 
dered vines by the thousand, or less, set 
them with great care, 2nd in about 
three years they began to realize that 
their money was lost, as no foreign 
variety of grapes ever did fruit pro- 
fitably this side of California! 
is it so? No one can answer that ques- 
tion. But we know that such vines, 
in out-door culture, have everywhere 
been a failure. .So, also, it is partially 
with all *hybrid” varieties so called. 
American vines crossed on foreign 
varieties. Some of them produce fair 
crops in certain localities as near 

such influences these “hybrids” are 
not reliable. ‘The Concord appears 
to be the main grape for market that| 
is now cultivated, but because it is a 
very valuable variety, but because we 
have nothing else so good. There is 
room for great improvement in pro. 
ducing new varieties, as we have but 
very few really good black grapes, 
and not one white variety that satis- 
fies the demand. An extensive grape 
dealer in New York told me recently 

at wholesale for what white grapes 

apart, and about 18 inches apart in 
the rows. This system, if the plants 
are not allowed to become crowded, 
will produce splendid crops; and the 
space between the rows when the 
plants are fully grown, will not be 

able you to pick the fruit easily, 
Stable dung is good enough as a fer- 
tilizer, cattle dung being best. In fact 

RASPBERRIES AND BLCKBERRIES. 

In the vicinity of a city or large 

localities and climates. The base var- 
iety is what is called “ Mammoth 

lific. In regard to blackberries, the 

GRAPES. 
Grapes, like all other small fruits, 

Why 

large bodies of water; not away from 

that he was paying 25 cents per pound 

be could obtain, and that he could not 
supply one-tenth of the demand. They 
retail at 50 cents per pound; but 
let no one suppose that any white 
grape will command this price, as 
among the 15 or 20 varieties that are 
called white, only two or three will 
be bought in that city at any price. 
“Well,” asks one, *“ how much can 

a man make on grapes per acre year- 
ly?” If you live ira good locality 
for grapes, the best you could do, 
probably, would be to produce about 
8,000 pounds to the acre, which would 
sell in our large cities at five to seven 
cents per pound; and if your acres 
netted $100 to $150 clear profit, tak- 
ing a series of years together, it would 
be as much as you ought to expect. 
There are many drawbacks in the 
business. Disease affects the crops, 
more or less; and sometimes in the 
Northern or Western States a May 
frost will ruin the entire erop for that 
season. In brief, there are not much 
money in grapes now, when grown in 

extensive vineyards, if one relies sole- 
ly’ on niarketing the fruit, unless he 
has a variety that is better than the 
Concord, as that is thrown into every 
place to 80 great an extent that the 
price is often so iow that it affords no 
profit. In all places wheva grapes are 
grown extensively by different pop- 
sons wine-making is connected with 
the business; and then if the fruit 
cannot be =old to advantage, it is made 
into wine. Abopt I13 pounds of 
grapes will make a gallon of pure 
wine, worth $1 anywhere as goop 2s 
pressed. 
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For ihe Colonial Farmer, 

Dear Sir,—Having seen and read a 
communication in your valuable paper 
under date of 30th of April last headed 
“The Decline of the Grange,” I 
thought I would offer the following : 
When read that production I thought 
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it was inserted for the sole purpose of 
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that organization. Most of the state- 
ments contained therein are without 
foundation, and the following will 
show that it had no effect upon some 
of the most influential and wealthy 
farmers of Southampton. : A Grange 
bas since been actually formed there, 
and the following are ‘the names of 
the officers comprising it :—George S. 
Ingraham, Master ; Samuel Hamilton, 
Overseer; Samuel Fox, Lecturer; 
Samina Way, Steward ; George B. Fox, 
Treasurer ; A. C. Brooks, Esq. Secre- 
tary : Manzer Fox, (Gatekeeper ; Amasa 
Fox, Chaplain ; Ada Hamilton, Ceres. ;. 
Mrs. Eliza A. Way, Pomona; Miss 
Angelina Grant, Flora; Miss Lizzie 
Grant, Lady Assistant Steward. The 
above members were duly installed by 
Deputy John B. Ingraham. 
My object, Mr. Editor, in having 

the above inserted is to show that the 
statements made in the communica. 
tion referred to was an entire fabric- 
ation, and doubtless concocted by 
some parties who hoped by the disor- 
ganization of the Grange to derive 
some special benefit therefrom. Now 
I ant in a position to refute many of 
the statements touching the disorgan. 
ization of Granges in Canada, as well 
as the other matters referred to. 

Yours truly, 

Davip C. PAReNT. 

Tae Incoming HARVESTS.—A care- 
ful estimate places the wheat crop of 
Minnesota at 30,800,000 bashels. It 
is calculated that fear of the. loeusts 
diminished the acreage this season 
from 75,000 to 50,000 acres. Two 
counties report a complete destruction’ 
of the crop by grasshoppers, and in 
fourteen others the yield: was reduceg 
from one to three-quarters by their 
ravages. Nevertheless, the aggregate 
crop of the State is-a bountiful one. 
There is a magnificent yield of all 

agricultural productions in Wisconsin, 
and the value of wheat, corn, oats, 
and other articles raised in Dade 
county alone, is estimated at $8,000, 
000, or over $140 for every man, 
woman and child in the county. This 
is a specimen of the whole State. 

In Towa the harvests will give the 
farmers more than 30,000,000 bushels 
of wheat for market. This will bring 
$30,000,000. Based on the figures of 
last year, the pork crop will yield 
$30,000,000 more. These two pro- 
ducts alone will bring into Towa this 
year an income equal to $1000 for 
each family in the State. Bat other 
crops have been excellent, the grass 
especially good, and thus fine facilities 
given for the growing of beef. 

~ > 

Horses for Canada. 

Our London correspondent writes 
Aug. 25 :—Three well-known English 
stallions are on their way to Canada, 
baving been purchased by leading 
Canadian horse breeders with the 
view of taking them to the Dominion 
as additions to their studs. The first 
of these Dalesman, a fine * Cleveland 
Bay,” is a three year old dark carriage 
stallion, standing 16} hands. Last 

tural Show in the class for all ages, 
and, though only a two year old, 
obtained very high commendation 
from the judges. For his age. indeed, 
he is a wonderful horse, of splendid 
shape, with magnificent head and 
“top,” and unsurpassed action. The 
honor which I just mentioned he ob- 
tained in the finest; district for carriage 
horses in the world speaks for itself. 
He bas been purchased by Mr. Long, 
of Lansing, near Toronto, in whose 
charge he leaves Liverpool to-day for 
the Dominion per steamship Memphis. 
Mr. Long's enterprise is worthy of the 
highest praise. * Dalesman” is, I 
imagine, just the sort of horse required 
in Canada, especially as it seems that 
some breeders have been going to ex- 
tremes lately in using either heavy 
Clydesdales or weedy thoroughbreds 
as sires. The other two animals were 
purchased by Mr. Thomas J. Bell, of 
Lougborough, Ont, One is & two 
year old dark brown Clydesdale stal- 
lion, “Conqueror,” dam same as 
“ Donald Dinnie” imported by Mr. 
Simon Beattie. The other is also a 
bay Clydesi2letwo years old,“ What's 

Wanted,” by * Remarsable,’ Mr, 
Drummond, of Clydesdale, Fifeshire, 
36 the breeder of these two animals, 
and both horses gre fine specimens. 
The importation of such stalliops gap- 
not fail to have a good effect upon the 
breed of horses in Cacada, and I trust 
the example set by Messrs. Long and 
Bell may be wery extensively followed 
by their fellow-breeders. In zl! the 
batches of animals from Canada which 

have as yet been disposed of in this 
country, there has been a great want 
of class, and in 80me cases an absence 
of the bone and substance which 
English purchasers always require. 
Often, too, the consignment includes 
a large proportion, of mares, which 

discouraging farmers from joining froquently detracts as much as 20 or 

25 per cent from the value of the 
batch. This was noticeable at a sale 
at Liverpool yesterday, when between 
50 and 60 American and Canadian 
horses were disposed of. Many of 
the most noted horse dealers in this 
country were present, and prices 
ranged from 40 tv 120 guineas a head. 
Some well-matched pairs fetched 160, 
180, and 240 guineas. 

I may also mention that the steam- 

ship Ontario arrived at Liverpool yes- 
terday with a large and varied freight 

of live stock, including 328 cattle, 15 
cart horses, 114 sheep, and 20 pigs. 

Of these cattle above a hundred were 

stores, and no doubt will realize a 

good price, as the English farmers 

have an abundant supply of grass this 
year. These stores and the pigs are, 
I believe, the first importations of the 
kind from the other side.—Zoronto 
Globe. 
———— te We 

Harvesming WaEAT.— Many of our 
readers will remember the wet season 
of 1879, when so many thousand bushels 
of wheat were badily injured or totally 

destroyed by the continued wet weath< 
er during and immediately after har- 
vest, and none desire to repeat the 
experience this year, especially in 

view of the remunerative prices which 
this cereal promises to command. It 
is to guard against loss from this 
cause, as much as possible, that we 
call attention to the subject now. From 
personal examination of different 
fields of wheat in the shock, we know 

that very much of the great loss in 
1876 was due to bad or careless bind- 
ing and shocking. Sheaves and shocks 
well bound and put up will stand quite 
a lengthy spell of wet weather with. 
out much injury, hut loose sheaves 
and socks offer no resistance to the 
rain, and are soon saturated, The 
difference was notable apparent in 
adjoining fields we examined, in which 

the wheat hud been handled and put 
in the two ways referred to. 

In binding, sheaves should not be 

made too large. Small sheaves make 
a better sock every way. The sock 
can be put together more snugly, and 
as more sheaves can be put into it, a 
better circulation of air is provided 
for, so that should the rain penetrate, 
it would dry out quicker. Aim to 
make the sheaves of such a size that 
two of them made into caps will ef- 
fectually cover the other ten of the 
dozen. 

A great deal has been written about 
the proper time to cut wheat. What. 
ever difference of opinion there may 
‘be as to the quality of early or late 
cut wheat, all are agreed that ripened 
wheat will not stand wet weather 
like that cut earlier. For any pur. 
pose, except for seed, we would cut it 
Just after the grain had passed into 
the doughy state. It makes brighter, 
plamper grains, better flour and there 
is a decided gain in quantity. But 
the point we wish to make here, is, 
that the early cat wheat, well bound 
and shocked, will stand much longer 
than the riper during wet weather, 
Most farmers understand, well 

enough, the importance of careful 
work in the wheat field, but meny do 

the work or permit it, to be done, in 
year he was exhibited at the Agricul- a careless manner, nevertheless. In 

favorable seasons careless work may 
do, but the grain which may be secur- 
ed in one unfavorable seasons, by pro 
per care, will pay for all extra trouble 

incurred during a great many dry 
seasons, when it like labor threwn 
away to go to any extre pains to se- 
cure the crop from injury.— Practical 
Farmer. 

——————lp t+ Gp +o 

Wintering Bees. 

I 

An essay read by Mr. A. Salisbury 
before the Illinois Bee-keepers’ Asso- 
ciation contained the following sensible 
hints ; 

Four antecedent requisites are 
necessary to secure at all times suc- 

cessful wintering. Yet they frequent» 
ly winter quite well when these 
requisites are not perfect in all respects. 
They are as follows: 

I. Good wholesome food. 
II. A proper, uniform temperature. 
IIT. Absorbants above the bees, or 

what is often called upward ventila- 
tion. 
IV. Youthfgl vigor or vitality to 
carry them through the winter. 
1—The health of the bee, like all 

othr animals, largely depends on 

wholesome fred, During extreme 
drouth and the influence of a parched 
garth and burning atmosphere, the 

sacharino poriiop of the fluid sap of 
all vegetation partakes very largely 
of the acid of the vegetable, the flow 
is too tardy and tbe quantity too 
scant, so it is adulterated before it 

reaches the fcrgl cup. Under these 

circumstances, the bees will forage 
largely on fruits, decayed apples, 

peaches, grapes and the pumace about 

cider mills, ete. Such kind of food is 
no detriment to the pealth of the bee 
while on the wing and in the heat of 
sammer, but it dies from it when long 
confined to the hive, 

Syrup ude of good refined sugar 
is a fine substitute for honey. 

2 —Notwithstanding bees often win- 
ter in a very irregular temperature, 
uniform success demands an even 
temperature, not too hot or cold, 
about 45 deg. In this latitude this 
can only be secured by a good warm 
repository. Where all things are 
equal, bees will live in dark confien- 
ment four or five months, and come 
out as active as they went in. 
3—Absorbents above the bees, in 

the shape of chaff or straw cushions, 
or the second story of the hive filled 
with leaves (a cloth first covering the 
frames) is almost indispensible for 
outdoor wintering, but in a warm re- 
pository they are all superfluous. All 
that is necessary is to raise or slip the 
lid of a hive a little to one side and 

let the moisture from the bees, which 

arises in the form of vapor, escape, 
otherwise it will condense into drops 
of water and damage the combs and 
endanger the lives of the bees. 

It was once stated by the late Sam- 
uel Wagner (if my memory serves me 
right) that bees grow no older when 
in healthy confinement. I am not in- 
clined to be skeptical on this point; 
but it is apparent to all that have 
lived out two-thirds of their time be- 
fore they go into winter confinement 
will die in early spring before a suf- 
ficient number of young bees to 
generate heat and take charge of the 

hive are hatched. So bees, queen and 
all, become discouraged and decamp— 
a suicidal act, but with them prefer- 
able to a lingering death in their once 
bappy home. 
When honey gathering is good the 

latter part of August and the first part 
of September this matter always regu- 
lates itself where the queen is not 
forestalled, and her brood nest filled 

with honey—this, however, seldom 
occurs with good young queens. 
Where no honey gathering occurs at 

the proper season, all difficulties may 
be overcome by stimulating with sugar 
syrup. 

pia Sag A di: 

Rearing Mocking Birds, 

When, one bright morning in June, 

a kind friend from Georgia came to 
my house, and brought me two very 
tiny nestlings pent up in small quar- 

ters, and when he laid the cage upon 
the table and the occupants, instead 
of begging for food, set purched and 
with drooed heads, I must have thank- 

ed the giver ominously, for I really 
expected to put them npnderground 
before night. It is not often that 
persons who commence to keep mock. 

ing-birds do so under such evil cir- 
cumstances. 

But I was not dismayed. Trusting 
that they were suffered only from the 
effects of a long journey, and that 
ampler space and some nourishing 
food would repair their engrgies, I at 

once visited the cage-maker, and se- 
lected a cage just fifteen inches wide, 
twenty inches high, and twenty-four 
inches long, made of tinned wire. | 

might have procured a wooded and 

iron-wire cage at abopt ong half the 

money ; but I should have had to con- 
tent with lice soon afterward, and 

preferred, therefore, 10 save me this 

trouble by being forearmed. It might 
be asked, “ Why purchase sq large a 

cage?” Simply because this is a 
necessity. A mocking-bird cannot 

live and thrive well in a smallor cage, 
and, sooner than diminish, I would 

willingly increase these proportions 

had I more abundant room at com- 

mand. 

In this cage I placed plenty of 
gravel, or common river-sand, sprinkl- 
ing it freely over the bottom. The 
purpose of this gravel is not, as some 
persons fancy, to keep the cage clean 
and to absorb the moisture of the re- 
fuse, but it is to keep the bird's feet 

clean and {o aid him in digesting his 
food. The gravel-paper which is sold 
already prepared for canaries might 
possibly answer for mocking-birds, 
but I should hardly recommend it, 
Having also placed in the cage a 

shallow bathing-cup filled two thirds 
full with tepid water, I now introdue- 
ed the little prisoners. They quickly 
recognized and appreci ated the change, 
gad in less than an hour they were 
disposed to try the bath and then to 
go to eating. Let me say here that 
moeking-birds will sometimes commit 
the suicidal act of diowring them. 
selves if they are not watched and the 
bathing-vessel is not shallow, Wh 
this cheuld happen I now not. It is 
also a wise precaution not to tempt 
them fo bathe in cold water; for 
should they do so they will ‘suffer 
from it afterward, and be brought 
down with disease. 
With regard to thy food, nestlings 

thrive best on ope and invariably the 

same kind, Supposing that, like my. 
gelf, you have begun with nestlings, 
you will best keep them in good gon 

dition by allowing them, through the 
first summer, the following food : 
Take two old potatoes—never give 
them new ones when the old can be 

obtained —pare and boil them tender ; 
also boil two good-sized eggs (one 
will answer), removed from the shell, 

and mash them fine with the potato. 
Blend these ingredients thoroughly, 
and put away in a cool place. This 

mixture should constitute the daily 

food of the young mocking-bird. For 
the first month give a spoonful every 
hour or so, feeding him by hand just 
as you would an infant. As he grows 
older a larger amount may be given 
at longer intervals, and about August 
a bit of sweet apple may be occasional- 
ly added. Give him also through 

these months, and indeed always, 

plenty of water to drink, and a bath 

once a day in the morning. Never 
allowing the bath-tub to remain long 
in the cage, after the bird has 
bathed remove it. 
In September, or perhaps as late as 

October, the bird will commence to 
sing, either imitating the vocal har- 
moniea of the other birds or in his 
own original way. Then, and not 
until then, you may cease feeding 
bim by hand, and may place his food 
in the cup, whence he may procure it 
for himself as often as he wishes. The 
general character of his food should 

be that already mentioned, with the 
addition of a grated raw carrot (one- 
third of the latter to two-thirds of the 
former), As he gains in song, a table- 

spoonful of ants’eggs, soaked and mix- 
ed with this food, will prove beneficial 
as will also sweet apple.—From Ag- 
pletons’ Journal for October. 

Wealth of British Columbia. 
—— 

It may not be uninteresting for a 
moment to lift the veil which hangs 
over this same province of British Col- 
umbia, and see a little of the sunshine 
and shade which surround it. It has no 
past history. Forced into notice by 
the unexpected discovery of its gold 
deposits in 1858, its cosmopolitan po- 
pulation has not yet assumed any 
distinctive character; but, moulded 
from people of all nations, idiosyncra- 
sies and peculiarities will wear away, 
and the future type will decidedly be 
of a liberal and progressive tendency. 
As with the settlers on the Pacific, 

“ Carpe diem” here as in California 

is the rule. Scotch thrift and Boston 
economy seem dazed for a moment 
then into the current and on with the 
rest. High prices, three days for 
work, and four for pleasure, pic-nics 
and churches, charities and balls, con- 

certs and horseracing, regattas and 
theatres, holidays for every saint and 
seances for every spiritualist. Cypri- 
ans and revivalists says“ open Se- 
same” to the purse strings with equal 
power and equal response. Money 
can be obtained for any object except 
murder. 

The gold fields of British Columbia 
have been among therichest yot known 
in the modern world. In early days 
the yield at Cariboo was fabulous. In 
a mere sketch like the present, which 
one cannot encumber with great num- 
bers of authentic returns, the state- 
ment of the amount would be discred.- 
ited. The mines to this time have 
simply been worked by hydraulic 
power supplied by ditches or sluices 
running along the hills, at the base 
of which the deposits are found, and 
bringing the water often from great 
distances to obtain height and force. 
No quartzerushing mills have yet 
been established : the primitive rock- 
er holds its own, and the bed rock 
stops the way. Compared with (ali- 
fornia and Nevada the business here 
is in its infaney ; yet in 1875, owing 
to Cassiar, the total gold yield, includ- 
ing what was carried away by private 
hands, as well us what was shipped 
by the banks, was estimated at $2, 
400,000. Considering the shortness 
of the mining seasor, and the number 
of persons engaged in the actual min- 
ing, believed not to exceed $1,500, it 
can well be understood why gold win. 
ing, with all its hardships and all its 
uncertainties, is so attraetive, 
The consumption of dutiable goods 

in proportion to the population is 
equally striking, taking the latter at 
the number constantly stated in the 
Canadian jogrnals, and with correct- 
ness, at about 15,000. The Customs 
returns for the year ending 30th June, 
1876, give the duties op imported 
goods at $493,088 (excise not includ 
ed), or at the rate of nearly $33 per 
head. 
The latest available returns of the 

Y [four cliest provinces of the Dominion 
for the year ending 30th June, 1845, 

together, for reasons manifest to any 
one acquainted with the topography 
and the business of the country, at 
$10,980,582, or at the rate of about 
$5.33 cents per head. taking the po- pulation of the two at the reputed 
estimate of 3,300,000; Nova Scotia 
$2.403,149, or at the rata of about $3,- 
{3 per head to a population of 400,000; 
New Brunswick, with a population of 
300,000, $1,371,048, or at the rate of 
apout $4.60 per head. 
Thus it will ba seen thay each ine 

1 
: 

the deposits. Sands contain, bat little 

kind of rock is found to contain traces 
are as follows: Ontario and Quebeg | 

stant dampness aids in rendering 
| soluble or assimulable the plant food 
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habitant in British Columbia contri- 
butes towards the support of the 
General Government nearly ten times 
as much as an inhabitant of either of 
the other provinces, and that tested 
by contributation to the public reve- 
nue, her population of 15,000 is equal 
150,000 of the other provinces. 
The difference in the exports is 

still more striking; fer including gold 
and taking gold as the criterion of 
value, the returns for 1875 give to 
British Columbia $2,825,000, or about 
$188 per head ; to Nova Scotia nearly 
$7,000,000, or about $17 per head; to 
New Brunswick nearly $6,650,000, or 

about $21 per head, and to Ontario 
and Quebec $59,642,562, or a little 
over $18 per head, thus showing in 
the preductive nature of the labour of 
each, so far as money is the object of 
industry, a return of $9 to $1 in favor 
of British Columbia. 
Compared with Ontario, Manitoba, 

California, or any of the Western 
Prairie States, British Columbia can 
never be considered an agricultural 
country. Doubtless, as the Eastern 
States and Provinces, there will be 

good agricultural districts, and cer. 
eals and fruits of remarkable size and 
quality will be produced, but as an 
exporting country of grain it never 
can be classed. Its true wealth, like 
the Provinces of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia and the State of Maine 
in former days, will lie in its ship- 
building, fisheries, mines, and forests, 
and, at a future day, its manufactures. 
—From paper by Col. Gray, in New 
Dominion Monthly for October. 
——ar tr GP 

Sandy Soils. 

The commen white or yellow brown 
sands so common upon farms in many 
parts of the country are. regarded as 
almost or quite valueless for erop pur- 
poses. It is, however; a bit puzzling 
to farmers when they find that fine 
craps of rye and corn will flourish on 
sandy plains, and this too when they 
are planted for several consecutive 
seasons. What is sand? This sub- 
stance is finely comminuted rock, and 
the rock which has largely been sub- 
jected to the process of comminution 
is granite, a variety which prevails 

extensively in the New Hagiand and 

Northern States. As our soils are 

largely granite, it is plain that if 
granite contained nothing but quarts, 
or silica, our farms would be poor in- 
deed, as pure silica does not supply 
the needed food of plants. The other 

constituents of granite to which we 

have alluded contain an abundance of 

potash, and other plant food, so that 

soils which are produced directly 
from granite, and which have not 
been disturbed, are the richest in the 

world. Very finely pulyeyized felds 

fertilizing agent, and will benefit lands 
to a high degree when applied to 

them. 
By the action of water, mainly, the 

constituents of decomposed granite 
have been separated, and the different 
parts widely dispersed. A barrel of 

good soil thrown into a deep quickly 
moving river, will be completely 
separated, before it finally rests ypon 

the bottom. The ¢cagusa pebbles wii] 
fall tg the bottom soonest, and form a 

separate covering; the next to fall 
will be coarse sand, and the next the 
fine, and ultimately, at a long distance 
from the place where the earth was 
deposited in the river, the silt and 
vegetable substances will find a place 
of rest, each forming a distinct layer. 

In this manner to a considerable ex- 
tent our soils have been formed, The 
separation has not, however, been as 
perfect, fortunately for us. The sand 
deposits have retained a considerable 
portion of the fertilizing material of 
the parent rocks. Sea sand, which is 
the purest form, does not often con- 
tain over seventy per eent. of quartz 
particles, and the sandy plains of New 
England contain usually less than 50 
per cent. The remainder is made up 
of notable quantities of paiash and 
phospheric acid, as found in other 

rock pacticles, hence the fertility of 

Lé 

organic or combustible matter, and 
even whore it is entirely wanting there 
is nog necessarily sterility. Tt is in- 
deed surprising how luxuriously some 
plants will grow in pure sand, the 
grains of feldspar under the action of 
water supplying the potash, and other 
rock particles the phosphoric acid 
needed in the structure, Nearly every 

of phosphoric acid, and no plant can 
grow without it, 

The sand which is often carted upon 
low bogs, producing sometimes enor- 
mous crops of rich upland grasses, 
acts as a kind of manure. The con- 

held in the grains of sand, and the re. 
sults are surprising. It is evident t 
that our sandy plains gre nog to be| 

Is 
overlooked og distegarded in farm 

itivation ; they are valuable lands, 
easy of cultivation and giving good 

ciated.— Water Cure Journal. 
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retarns for the labor expended upon 
them. We have a ridge at Lakeside 
farm, by the shore of the lake, which 
is nothing but a sand bank, but from 
this we have taken on three consecu- 
tive years most excellent crops of rye, 
and on other years crops of luxuriant 
clover. A bank of sand, or a sandy 
plain, is a valuable appendage to any 
farm, as the sand is useful in a variety 
of ways other than for crop purposes. 
Let us not despise the land deposits ro 
common all over the country.— Boston 
Journal of Chemistry. 
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APPLES. 

With us the use of the apple as an 
article of food, is far underrated. Be- 
sides containing a large amount of 
sugar, mucilage and other nutritive 
matter, apples contain vegetable acids, 
aromatic qualities, ete., which act 
powerfully in the capacity of refriger- 
ants, tonics and antiseptics, and when 
freely used in the season of mellow 
ripeness they prevent debility, indi. 
gestion and avert, without doubt, 
many of the “ills that flesh is heir 
to.” The operatives of Cornwall, 
England, consider ripe apples nearly 
as nourishing as bread, and far more 
80 than potatoes. In the year 1801— 
which was a year of much scarcity— 
apples instead of being converted into 
cider, were sold to the poor, and the 
laborers asserted that they could 
“stand their work” on baked apples 
without meat; whereas a potato diet 
required either meat or seme other 
substantial nutriment. The French 
and Germans use apples extensively ; 
50 do the inhabitants of all European 
nations. The laborers depend upon 
them as an article of food, and fre- 
quently make a dinner of sliced apples 
and bread. There is no fruit cooked 
in as many different ways iz our conn- 
ry as apples, nor is there any fruit 
whose value, asan article of nutri- 
ment, is as great and so little appre- 
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