...+ swys: “Having for tome years kept

“« ers tarn their cattle into a fieid in the
dead of winter, where therc was a hay 4

~in the icy blasts!

. . &e., if in milk; but when kept where
" she suffers from the cold, an extra

saves, say 85,0.

- 40,000 barrels. This number is a fair

in the fall, feediug them sleamed
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For the Colonial Farmer-

RURAL TOPICS.

GARE OF STOCK IN WINTER.

Far mers do not consult their own
intorest when they neglect to provide
warm, comfortable quarters for their

live stock in winter, to say nothing of

the inbwmanity in oxposing eattle to
nd cold winter

the pitiless storms .
winds unprotected. I bave seen farm-

stack, and leave them thore till tbo
hay was consumed, or rather wasted,;
as it was thrown around ,mpon the
snow, and much of it was trampled

under the feet of the cattle and was
lost. These farmers could sit by their
warm fires and smoke “their pipes t.md

tell stories while storms were raging
without, the thermometer far be\.ow
zero, and their poor cattle sutfer.mg

Can it be possible
that any such farmers exist in 18777
1s there one so dull in intellect as not |
to know that it is a reckless waste of

fodder to feed cattle in this manner ?
Besides the inhumanity in thus treat-

ing cattle, they require about one-|,

third moro feed to keep them in good

condition as to flesh than they do
when boused in warm quarters; and
we may safely estimate the incr.easing
expense of wintering stock in the
fields, or in cold stables, at from 810
to 815 per head, when bay is. woith

15 per ton. A cow ordif{anly re-
quiries two tons of hay to winter her
in warm quarters, with meal, roots,

half ton ef hay must be added to her
allowaf®e, also extra meal,roots, &¢. ;
ponsequently a farmer with twenty
hoead of cattle, who wip}ers f%i;%
pro};erly, saves from $200° t,o :

annual.'v over tha cost of wintering
" oareless system that some
«t. In twenty years he
20; and it is by doing
some farmers get
wrong tends

on the
farmers ado,

thiogs right that
rich, while doing th>™
to poverly. ’ x-

THE EEG TRADE IN NEW YORIS,

The receipt of eggs in New York
city for November, 1877, was over

average for each month in the year
the spring months exceeding, and the-
winter months falling under 40,000.
Each barrel will contain about 1,000
eggs, more or less. The number. of
barrels received ia one jyear, rating
the monthly rcceipts at 40,000, is
480,000, or 480,000,000 eggs, whicl'x.
at twenty-four cents per dozen, a fair
average price, amount to $9,600,000—
nine million six hundred thousand
dollars. Now, when it is considered
that a large portion of these eggs are
are sent to Brooklyn, Jersey City,
Newark, and other near-by places,
covering about two millions and a
half of population, itis evident that
the estimate is not too high, being
less than 84 worth of eggs per annum
for each inhabitant, and that inclades
all the eggs used in cooking by con-
fectioners of every kind. As hens
average, good and poor layers, they
will lay about 100 eggs each per year;
consequently, it requires 4,800,000
hens to lay theeggs sent to New York
yearly, worth 50 cents each, or
$2,400,000. If these nens were sitling
in nost boxes 18 inches wiue, side by
side, they would extend 4,090 miles,
or further than from New York to
San Francisco. Lstimating ten hens
as the average number kept by all
classes of people who scll eggs 1o
oounlry\slore-kecpers. the number of
families who supply New York with
eggs is four hundred and eighty
thousand. Probably the time _will
come when pouliry men will kesp

100,000 or more hens near our large |

them in part with
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{ning - ‘]f“ their .eyes opea. Mr.
George E. Waring, J¥., in speaking of

does not become water soaked, but
the moisture of the potato becomes
heated and expands, thus breaking up
the starch ceils, so that the potato is
comminuted with but little trouble,
and can be fully digested by the
animal.” The best way to cook feed
for swine is to boil ‘the potatoes and
corn meal together, adding roots of
some kind, as beets, pnrsni'é,', carrots,
or pumpkins. Steaming may be good
for potatoes alone; bul it is decidedly
botter to mix a variety of feed to be
cooked; and always use a libera)
supply of corn and meal where hogs
ars being fattered. Some furmers
ced corn in the ear to them, and not
much clse; but that is a wasted
practice, as much of the grain- is
scattered among the manure of the
pen and is lost. The experience of
our most advanéed swine broeders is,
that cooked meal produces consider-
able more pork than the same weight
of shelled corn or meal fed uneooked.
Farmers shoald haye a commodious
building at the side of ’ﬁxeiq.pf’ ‘pen,
with a brick or stone floor. Here a
large boiler kettle should be set in
brick, mason work, to be used in
coc.rk\i.ng‘ho feedy A ?umpbip[sjdo the|
building . should supply the water

be such as to admit of feeding the
swineg without going outside. This
building should have a cellar under it

the first floor to afford room for mea!,
&c. . Ope half the means of a farmer’s
success, is in having his outbuildings
commodiouns, iz the right place, and
properly arranged, so thai all of - his
operations in relation to his live
stock may be done thoroughly and
econdpmically” < 7 s
DEEP PLOWING.

Some twenty years ago there was'a
mania among the agricultural theor-
ists for'deep plowing. Ivery farmer,
it was said bad a farm under his lands
of great value, where the plow had
not yet reached. Nec matter what the
characters of the surface and the sub-
80ils were, the plow should go in to
its beam, But these nien are begin-

the results of ten years’ management
ol *Ogden farm,” in the Agrieulturist,
says: + Aboutsix acres were sown

seven or eight Vears “gozéﬁ?"’d

about twelve inches deeg, W @he sub-

needed ; and the arrangement. should |

for roets, and also be large enough on{

teoroughly together. Cutthe hair off
short ‘over. the' exostosis or bory
growth, then before applying the blis-
ter, apply to the parts to be blistered
only pure ciler vinegar in as hot a
temporature as can well be borne by
bat thioroughly done, apply the blister,
and hand-rub this well into the sur-
the. hand, using a sponge and hand-
rub 'well in the parts. This carefully
face  of the skin. Tarn your horse
out during the middle of the day in
pleasant weather. It will probably
take three months and perhaps longer
to uuake a cure, and the animal must,
as wmbove méntisned, have absolute
rest during this time, It may be
found necessary to, apply the blister
twice or perhaps three times before a
cure is accomplished.

§ The most of these “ horse doctors,’
‘who style  themselves “ veterinary
surgeons,” are “ quacks,” and profess
Lo know a great deal more than they
rea!iyldo know ; but frequently they
give good remedics (culled from books
probadly) and itis well to try them,
when it is evident that they are
 barmless. When you sce one of those
* surgeons ™ using ““ highfalutin” ex-
pressions to show off his assumed
learning, set him down asa humbug.

Miscollaneons,

The horse is always ready to lend
us his power for our support and good.
Why, not, then, watch over him, pro.
tect-him from cold and hunger, supply
bim with all the nutritions food his
system requires, so that his muscles
and tendons may be elastic, and his
large hazel eyes sparkle with life?
The eye is a most magnificent mirror
and interpreter of the mental and
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in excess of the natural requirements
of the treo to conform to the exient
of its roots. 1t we take away too
much of the topofa tree, it is like
taking blood from a man—the more
that is taken, the less vitality remains
in him, therefore in pruning, only the
few unsigibtly branches, and those
improperly situated, should be cut
away.—Jural New Yorker.
o T g Ao o 4 T R
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Horse-shoes and Horse-Shoeing,

0Oa an average, horses require shce-
ing onec a month. The length of
time a shoe will woar depends. much
on the kind ofserviece a hovse is doing,
and on the kind of road he is daily
iravelling. A team horse in heavy
Jraught does not wear ont as many
shoes as one used in a huck: quick
motion grinds shoes down more rapid-
(v than &low use: Some pavement is
harder on shoas than an ordinary road,
whilo the friction of g gravelly road
wears them away rapidiy. Wooden
pavement is but a little saving o the
wear and tear of shoes, for the grit
and dust which become impacted in
the interstices of the wooden block

an emery wheel. The hind shoes|
wear out first, and there is more strain
and friction on them than on| the
forward shoes. It is impossible and
improper for a horse to wear shoes

of the foot shortens the shoe, ‘as well
as changes the shape otherwise. The
noglect will cause theshoe to'encroach
upon the soft textyres of the foot and
produce lameness. v

There are but few practical wme-
chanics who have sefficiently  studied
the foot of the horse. It is not enough
to know the anatemy df the foot, and

physical power of the horse. ~When
the eye is dull and heavy, the elastie
step is stiffened, the constitution im-
paired, the coat has lost its glossy F
appearance, the animal is reduced to
poverty, discase, and death, caused by
abuse, exposure, musty feed, and foul
and badly-ventilated stables. Let us
all tréat our horses more humanely.
—Colman’s Rural.

It is a good deodorizer, and keeps the
stable sweet. As the cattle work it
back.into the trench uader their feet,
it mixes with the manure, and thus

soil of blue clay, which was bronht
to thie surface; was a lasting injary to.
the land. It still shows the ill effoet]
of Lhe treatinent, in spite of tiqﬁm

——y - . . . F iy
manure, Certainly in this case—and

I think many other similar instances

divides it, and makes it more suitable.
to the use of plants. If the distawce
t0 haul js ~ttoo far, its very cheap-
ness ought to recom_mend its use. {"
barns that have no cellars, Wore it
used freely, it would absorb a large

" {nor too broad; but ‘it has adjusted

Sand, if not the best, is ove of the |-
best articles in use for bedding cattle.

the growing deformity ~from unskil-

| practies ix to harrow the wucat three

could be found—deep plowing was a
grave mistake, and it will be well for
enthusiasts who are disposed to follow

amount of urine that is now wisted.

Soil and mack are dirty fhings to use

in the stable, butsand is clean. Then,

the extreme theories of the deep plow-| 100, it is 3 nice thing to use under
ers; 40 study.. very cautiously  the|hen roosts, to receive the droppingg,

character of the subsoil which they) which can bo easily raked off and

propose to bring to the surface. I} hpt..m barrels, and in spring mixed

confess to having been an advooate of | with fine cow manure—one part of
these thecries for many yoars, and I|the former to twa of the latter. - This

have seen them sustained on certain | being shovelled over thoroughly two

soils, but I have slowly come to the|or three times, makes a muss of rich’
belief that it is usually the safest plan | manure. A large handful of this in
to leave the ‘rurfaco soil” where{the hill will set eorn: to growing
nature made it, and where she al'wﬁ‘ya ﬁnely. Flowers, too, grow and blos-
keops it in ber most fertile forests and [som far beiter in soil thut has an
felds. There are some spils that{admixture of sand. So clayey and

would be benefitted by plowing twelve | peaty soils are benefitted by its com -
inchies deep, but they are scarce.’ | bination with them, and vice versa.
The rale may be said to be: “ Never | When spread on heavy soils in grass,
turn up over one or two inches of an- it produces more effect than any|
fertile subsoil in one’season; and|chemical manure I have ever sccn

when so turned up the land should|used.—N. K. Farmer.

receive a dressing of manure.” "o

- When to Prune Fruit Trees.

SOWING CLOVER SEED.
Joseph Harris, of Rochester, N. Y., |
who professes to be a thorough,
scientific farmer, says: “My own

Long expericnce ‘shows that when
it is desirable to producea free growth
of shoots and leaves, pruning shoeuld
be done when the trees are dormant,
. We go over the [ 451 the winter geason, or eavly in
ryges oty Waps it {the harrow, the spring, before the sap begins to
and then sow the clover seed and 1 When fruit trees appear to

. ' . pd ‘OW.. "
foliow with the harrow to cover the srow 100 rapidiy, and to prodace too
seed. If the ground is very bard, the '

times in the spriag.

o

much woed, they -may be pruned

cities to spy barrews do not break up the erust| ) 3 :
eggs; but it all requirve un oatlay of | f ' moderately in the summer season,

capital and/ a skill in their musage.
ment that is unknown &t this time.
The man who soives the greatquestion:
« Hew can 10,000 to 100,000 fowls be
“kept by one person profitably 27 will
be a bepefactor of his country.

She «. ©
FEED FOR SWINE.

A writer(D ibe Country Gentleman

numeroas swine both for futtenivg and
breeding purposes, 1 have practised,

potatoes, and the resuii fully salisfies
me that bogs, ou halt the coran with
steamed potatoes, do fall as well ae
with a full ration of corn, aud asa
feed for chickens, with a little millk,
they are not to bo ¢ vcelied. A bushel
of potatoes will certainly make as
much pork as onc half bashel of ¢orn
(and I think thres pecks) if propeely
fed in connect.on with each other.
“To get the mo:! value, however,
potatoes should mnot be boiled, but

suﬁj_cicnxtl_',' to alford a good covering
for the seed, and if dry weather fol-
Tows we have 3 poor catch on these
hard spots. It depegds very much on
the soil and season.  The barrowing
ueips the wheat, and kills a good
many weeds, and cn sandy loam the
barrow leaves a good seed bed for the
clover, and if we ate favored with i;
few showers wo are pretty spré of &
good catch of clover.™” Farmers may

cutting away a poriion of the wood
by degrees; but a shoot growing in
an improper place may be cut away
‘3t any time. An experiment made by |
praning apple tress every month in
the year, for two seasous, showed
that the wounds of the branches cut
in February and March, at the end of
five years, whea all bad healed over,
were found to -be the leust decayed
under the healed surfuce. - When

where to insert & ngil pot to cause
pain, bat the fodt should be studisd in
in the state of natuve, “Lefore the
meckanism of man bas by, artificial
appliance diptq'rt_}:ﬂ'fi f." The shape of
tho boof of the wild horse, or  of 'qqep;
that has wever been shod, should be|
taken 48 a model ~Phe- foot i then |
properly balanced, neither too long

itself to netdre, dnd the ‘muscles and
tendons are not 'sireined by travel
Confinement and unskilfal ehoeing
chango the anatomical relations of
the foot, and the best jodgment of}
the mechanie js often taxed to correct

Y

fal shoeing. When a  reagoning,
skilful mechunic is found, the horse is
safe in bis hands, for he only preserves
the normal shape of the hoof; and ad-
juats the shoe io protect’it. " The froz
in ‘he hoof of the Loxrse is placed there
for a paruiglar purpose, and should
not be cul by the shoer, If this is
allowed, contrgetion and lameness will
follow. . The shape and wejght of the
shoe sheuld be uccommodated i ihe

purpose for which they a%dgdzncd
The traely horse requir a shoe

ligher and * without gopgs, while the
draoght horse must have 3 heayy,
broad shoe, with corks, to enable him
to obtain fuothold and travel with
the least nossible stwsis . wa Fujost and
Straain.

Seleet Stevy,

S

A Ghostly Waruing.

&
‘ beeanse, though it came not in

to the Unknown Land, . 2 8
In the spring of 1875, T visited

¢

tated my presence there, instead of

gaged board in a convenisnt locality
under the same roof with an aeqoain’ -
ance. Excepting this lady, ene friet.d
and a ¢ousin, noone to whom I was
known was, daring the first week,
aware that ‘I was in the sity.  This
cousin, a very fuvorite one, theo
chanced to be in Canada for a few
weeles, haying left bis wife and family
temporarily alone in their home it
Paris.  As G 's evenings hang
ratber heavily on "his hands while
away from bhis family, to which he
was always devoted, he was good

frequently try this system of harrow- |
ing with sgeeess, but they must-be
sure that they'de r.at {eqy p toomach
of Lhe wheat. = A (ine toutbed harvow !
is best.  Probably ‘a8 good, or betier
vesults, would be shown by fiest sow |, o o be applied 'witih 3 bygsb, is
ing the elover seed, aad then barrew considorsd by many ds tho best pros
itin. - Ou this plas, L ool ead not paration that ean Le applisd,

be sown as early asit ¢ saliy jg when
the land is not burrowed; byt ii4
,should be sown when the lind i devt!

wounds with aliot mixture of tar, and

solution of :S\hb‘;,li},', illx ateoholy as thiek

‘Puring the mild. days of winiér,'
orewavds may be peuned— whiloe littie

RINGBONE [N fl.R:ES, ,
A veleviugpy surgeon says: Y (ive.
your hotse absolute re ¢ from all work

should be exercise | in rezard (0 golect
ind the branche, to be gut away. It
is ruinous to <0 orchard - to cut and

trees are pruned iz wiater, or I may, enough to enliven by bis welcome
say al any time, it is Dest to cover the | presence many of wine, whick others P4Boiit tile matter this time. ' I had

Iverized brick dustoor fine sand. A :

. gear od . Bt oe 1 :
elso can Lo doné but gosd jrlgment- aminesthie dun side of a letter fo see|

wise would havebeco as dull as evers|
boarding house fall of
| strangers must always be.

' One morning. perbaps the thivd or
I founth” aftéd” nyy apviyal, ‘came tlio
! varning, delivered in a very sts-:xig'h'e;
! forward, pFosaic, “unghostly “way by
'the letter-carcier. One always ex-

ings 4n. a

L wlo itls 0m, proYably for the same
16 3 - .

Lreaonithat leads ona ta listen to wifat
*oikier people say about one's friends

grind away shoes like the fifetion of |

more than six weeks, for the growth |

- “1am noy, 33 of yore,

stitious,

¢
improssive, I
cm'-eful_ly.‘ Fhy bypdwriting, if not
precisely the same as that of my cartains—thoggh I kyew as well be
Ariend, certainly resembled it very '
stroagly, and, though I had with me
notie of the actual writing to compare | of the rooms next to mine had been
with it, I felt pegsogubiy sijre that my | snoving {Cr the lzst hoyr, and the
tnemory on this point was trust-
worthy. After thinking carefully over
my list of acqudintances, I felt certain
thgt there was no one of them wha|lire was nearly ount, but there were
would bg willing m,‘play 8 praetical | live coals enough to light the japer,
joke of such a natura, and I knew of | and I watched it whilejt was consumed
%0 gne.in the city who had cver heard | to ashes.

of Annie's name, Tb?.ﬂ., too, there

and tyénod the key upon it
this'jn my pocket,

weleome  memuky  pradipag.
«wag repeated and intensified whes,

: _key. I laughed at myself, gnd said,
CALL it a ghostly iWal‘nine%ﬂ Lymust bave iccked thg stable-door,

leaving the horse outside. I'il sce
% 'he night-watches, in far-away [hat it's in pow, sny way.” So I
tones, from the thin lipsofa filmy put the letter into the drawer, and,
apparition, it did come to me in the | tarning fhe Ley, pluced it in my
name of a dear friend long since gone| pocket beforo going down to dinver

in, aud we passed. the evening in the
Montreal, and, wishing to Lo entirely pleasant parlour of my only acquaint-
{rec for the business whieh necessi- _ance in the house, whom [ will cali

for the night, afier turning up the gas

tempted a thief or a pilfering house-

. DECEMBER
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vions afternoon, yet it was diregted in
a hand I had mnever expected to see
again save when I lookel again with
 tearful eyes over a bundle of yellow
old letters tied up carefully™n a
corner of my desk at home. Ttymus

peculiar chirography should be du
cated. Then I observed, with a start,;
that the middle name in the direction
was not that which belongs to me,
but otie which T bhad adopted for two
or three years of my childhood, pre
ferring it to the family name which
my parents gate me. I had out-
grown this whiie and returned to my
baptismal name, but the friend re
ferred to always took a sort of pleasure
in reminding me of this and several
other childish fancies which we had
held in common. No one now living.
sofar as] was aware, so much ar
knew that I'had ever signed the name
[ now saw before me, :

So my curiosity was well awake
before I opened the envelope. Owing
to & sirepmstance which will Le related
further on, the {siter js pot now in my
possession, but it ran very neariy, if
not quite, as follows :

“ Dearest B——,—Tt is sometimes
permitied to us who have stepped into
the light to giye words of comfort or
of warning to 1hoq who stjll wander
in darknoss. - My word to you now is
one of waening. . :

“One who: is'very dear to you ix
about to trust his life to the treacherouns
deep. If he does'he will be lost. Upon
you rests the responsibility. Prevent
him from recrossing the oean if you
value his life. i ;

Ever lovingly yonrs,
. Axyie M, H—,

“By the hand of A. B. Sear,
Spiritual Medium.” -

Iﬂqn’p think T am natovally super
my mind. It was not merely tbe

read and re-read it

was the middlo name of shildish faney | usual, spending the day in tedions
which T had rfever ssigned since the
days when, quie wa$ my#svle corres-
wondent, 3

e .

I put the letter in my bureaw drawer

felt in my pocket: there was the

Soon after dinner my ecousin came

Mrs. Muyrray.

it; bat when I went into my room

and stirring the fire, I went to the
burean to lav ofi my bracelets. There,
stack in the frame of the looking-
glass, was the letter. The drawers
were all locked ; not a thing in them
had been disturbed. A broogh, a littlg
money, a finger-ring, some laces, and
many little things that might have

maid, were a'l just as [ Lad left them
in the same drawer where the letter
had been. There could be no mistake

locked that letter in the drawer just
before dinner, and had not since en-
tered the room. Yet there the thing
was staring me in the face, with the
Qi qyol-pempflored  limduyiting
and the lang disuscfl middle name,
defying me ta doubt the reality of its
presence in a plaee where | had unot
put it

iolding it in my band and sitting
in a low ¢hair by the fire, I thought
‘over the subject of the letter.

A A AN AAAR AN SIS NSNS AP SN ANAI AN

eurious, I thought, that this;’ratm
pli

bat it would Lo iffjenlt to|sa that jt shgll nat tyopblp me avy
deseribo the effeet of this lotter upon

nature of.the communication, bat its | just by my ear, answered, * You'll be
utire unexpectedness, that made it!sorry if you do.” Startled, T looked
all about the room— behind the sofa,
under the bed, back of the window |
fore as 1 did afterward that there was
no one in the room.

halls had long been perfectly quiet

[ persisted in my purpose. The grate

arrmge
happily forgetting the burned letter
until it was recalled, as T entered the
Pl{tting house late in the aftg:"r‘qqq, by thef
ny .} went out, as mail-carripr's datest budget waiting
usual, for the'day, resolved not to let | its several ¢l imants en the shelfof the
the matter trouble me. The business | hat rack. Three leMers were for me,
of the bgsy 447 ;g!.g!l;' drove it out of  and one,of them was dirgpted in the
{ my mind, until, as I gntgygd thg house st;:_zmgé fumiliar hand, and majled in
at dusk, the memory came back {o me| Jhe ci‘ty that morning: In the even-
with 2 s_light shock, such as an un ing =My cousin was fto inke Mus,
This Mum:a;; aud wme fa ihe Academy of
Music so I put the ietter, unopeacd,
upon entering in¥ room, 1 found thelinto my pocket, and resola‘sly forgot
letter lying on the top of the buvean. | it untii I had locked myself into m}
I gried the drawers: all were locked | room for the night. Then I opened

over, coming to tho sumo oconclusion
as before. Kvensupposing, I reasonol
that this is a genuine communication
from Annie,sbe is mistaken in imagin
} ing that I ean do anything to save
During the:e hours 1|
going o the hugse 6f 3 relative, en-| dig not thjnk of the leitey, having de-

, . ' tion ag this.
termined that [ would not think of

the fature as sho hepo professes to do,
shoe must know much more than has
here been told , and if she eonld write
what she has written, she can write

:Sualrd of “un\ s

Y
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tion and the power (o commnunical
with us.’
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may sometimes possess the incliua-

Bat I was notat all inelined
Yo aceept this commanication a:

NY -
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of this copy, and perhaps the di:
« {couraged writer would not try i
\gain.

Jinms,” and these by accident, bn
y Y y

argument against the genuineness o

“mediam.”

old friend.
—what ought—T to do? Of course
the person referred to as in dange:

could only be my cousin G——, for,
18 far as 1 knew, no one else who was
dear to me was thinking of crossing
the Atlantic or any other ocean. But

it was nopsense to say that if be were
lost' the responsibility of his los:
would rest upon me. Ifany partica.
lar vessel had been mentioned in
which it was said it would be danger-
ous ta ggil, oy if any special week or
month had been named, I would, to
nave satisfied my conscience, have
faced my cousin's certain ridicule, and
ased my best powers of persuasion {c

induce him to take passage on another

vessel or ats different tine., But
there was no such mention, He did
not even know by what steamer he
should leava, as all depended upon his
business arrangemenis., As it was,
how could I do orsay anything to
p-event bis going where both his
domestic and "his business interests
called him ?

Thinking about {t as a real com-
munication from a present but unseern
friend, I at lzst said aloud, as to one
within hearing, “ No, Annie, I can do
nothing, and I will burn this letter,

more.”
“ A distinet whisper, apparently

The oceupants

Heedless of the whispered warning,

The next morning I went out, as

letails of bLusiness that would not

itself satisfactorily, and

coming from the Spirit Land simply
because it purported to do so. I'had
seen only one or two professed * me-

they had given me no desire to see
more of their sort. <It was a strong

this communication that it professcd
to come through the hands of a
Still, I would grant to
myself, for the moment, that this
letter undoubledly was from my dear
What, in thal case, could

» | net with

the uncanny little missive had faller

Bu

thick-coming hoofs and wheels.

I | street just after me saw it fall, and in
the mistaken Lindness of his hemt
followed ha!f a block to restore th
benmert. 1'm afraid he thonght m)
acinowledzcments very ungracious,
yet I tried my best to dissemble. I'we
more efforts to vid myself of the letter
no better success. Ther

was nothing for it bat to fetch the
mud-discclored epistle back with me.
aad that evening, as my cousin hac

sther engagements and Mrs. Marra:
had gone oul, I had nothing to binde: |
ne from reflcction on its contents.

[ would not allow my-elf to_think
that [ belleved in the genuineness of
‘he communieation, yet the more I
thought abouat it the more unaccoun'-
able it became.  Still; T.was strongly
fixed in' the opinien - that'even if the
c.mmunication were whit it"purpor:.
ed o be, there was no step that]
couid or cught to take in regard to it.
For a few moments I thought of hand
ing the lettey ta. my. gausin to read.

shoulders. But that, I ¥

So, erossing a street hurridly,
[ drew out my pocket-handkerchief,
and with an emotion of relief felt that

apon the mud-covered pavement amia

[ had congratulated myself too quicl -
‘7o A gentleman whe crossed the
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pon my course, and I would not per-
mit reason o be overridden by imagi-
nation' 8o far as to let the lotfer
;| influence my actions; yet many s
night I woke to find myself bitterly
weeping and praying the pardon of
(t——"s wife that I had not at least
‘'vied the effect of giving him the
varning,

1t length despatehed and I could
| leave the city ; but it was not until
everal weeks after this that my
cousin started for France. The twelve
‘lays that elapsed betweon the sailing
f bis steamer and that on which its
«afe arrival was reported in the papers
were very long. And when it was
\ll over, how angry T was at myself
tiat I should have paid any heed to
<ach a vague, and, as it now seemed,
transparently spurioussortof warning!
My next thought was to send to a
friend the letter of which I still held
'ﬂ_n third copy, with the request that
he would ascertain for me if there
were any such person as A. B. Sears
professing to be a ““ Spiritual medium.”
After some weeks the answer was re-
turned : ;‘Yea*, A, B. Sears is the
nom-de-querre  of Abiathar Parsons,
who, under his proper name, boards
in the same house where you boarded
last spring.” :
- Abiathar Parsons! Then I remem-

and eo shifting whatever responsibility f bered. In the days when Annie H——
there might be ovor (o his /broac ;ndﬂl.q- recently separated school-

mates,  were carrying om ma

vould be a cowardly - thing to do.
firen if he should now laugh at th,
Yaruing—as doubiless ho would do
pet, if on his homeward yuyage au
aceident shoyld happen to the steames
on which he was, the momory of the
despised warning would then be sure
to awaken, as poople always think éf

haps, by disturbing the ecoolness of
his judgment, und arcasing the ntio.
of fatality which slambers in us all,

f1lfilment. That was a responsibility J
[ wenld nof take. ‘s o]
The letler coatinued a dreadful
plague to me, 1 burnt this secor
one, and the next day’s mail brough:
a third nearly-literal copy. This )
triel to hide, but evry evening whe
[ nnleghed wy @oor, the lotter ap
peared in some new and conspicuow
place—now pinred to the head of m)
hedstead, thento a window cartain ;
now on the pillow, nqw ag the sofa, o
again styek ig the frame of the look- |
ing-glass—ouce tial to the gas fixtare,
and twiee to the doap handle. I coul
not get yid of its ever reproachful face.

the prophecy might help 1o its own | Best of r

correspordence by mail, this Ps
s & clevk in the employ of °
tore.keeper wha acted as postmaster
in our native village. Upon inquiry,
vhieh I caused to' be .made of the
‘Housekeepor at my late lodgings, I
found that during my stay in Montreal
‘be had occupied the room next to Mrs.

the things they showld not; and per- | Mueray's parlour, and on the same

door with wy room, and that' his
place at table had been nearly oppesite
my owe. DParsons had not borne

reputations daring his clerk-
ship with the posimaster, and after a

stay of & yesr ar so bad drifted away,

carrying his laziness and eunning to
a more approciative market. In the
well.cavered, forid-faced man With
black-dyed bair I had failed ta recog-

vhom [ had only soem and har.y
noticed belind the cornter. Rvident-
ly, bis memory had been better than
ming, and from the position eof his
room in relation to Mrs. Marray’s
parloy he might easily have overheard
the conversations between my cousin
and myself relative to the former's
return to Furope. How Mr. Pavsons

I was glad when my business was

nize the lank, sallow, red-haired yout~ -

suspicion as to my motives in ymaking

of natowlety which would surely at-
tach to one'who was supposed to have
received a snpernatural’ communic: -

aseaptaingd that theve had once been
a dypleate key to my burcau, but not,
as far as’was known, to the hall door,
Tho other doors were bolted on both
sides.

silently! saying, “I wirn, and yor

wi!l not - head.”
- Asfar as [ could without exeiting

the inquiries—for § dreaded the sar

sion—1I satistied my<aii that the laad-|
lady and seryants had, and could have
had, nothing to o with this letter ang
its mysterioys migrations. It was

Now, whether it wus altogether

beforg, only thit this time the missive | pqie thinz, or whether i§ was that
‘2 o » It ¢ R »

Opene.d W.lh a ta.x‘du xc")'ro.lch f.)nr my | tie vexatiogs widd tvomblesome nature

unbelief; and the addrgss 6f fhe |f the Basiness which detainel me in

“medigmy " w33

name,

placed bglaw bis

Again T yat d ownand thasght it ail

s life spon snoly vagig informa- |
1§ she knows sq much of

more. Ifthat“ medium” thinks I'm |
going to him to make onquiries, he's
mistaken. The communication either
is oy is nat from Annie. Ifit is, sh:|
must remembey that | have glways
detested hints and apacnlar utlerances,
and know that [ shall wait till ste
gives me peoofof her power to furotell
future events, If'itis not from hLer.
self; the whole thing is a despicable
trick, unworthy of a thooght. Bar
who, I reasoned again, could hate
either the information neec-sary o
cauble him even so far Lo perscuute |
Atinie, or the motive ¢oinduce him t)
do it? Certainly, noone that I knew.
So T went to bed '\\:ith the resolye
that, as | could Egow nothing, | wogld
think nothing morg sboul it—a re-
golution easier to make than to adhere
to. / ;
The next morning my first-thought ?

owing g, (he effect on my imagination
it. The contents werg tha saQe as kof this mysferious agility of an inani- I

'a laughing way ahout some trifling

was how I should dispofe of the cow: aselessly struggling, or I heard his

town, and the physical and mental
weapine's it indwead, eombined witl
the undon‘ably poisonous cookery of
the [ashionable boarding-houce, had
altogether serionsly affected my ne -
vous system, I do nol know, but
eeriain it is that da; and night 1
conld pgt sdape fram the hanuting
cofrain, “ 1 have warned, but you will
asot beed, and you will be respansible
fora life.  For kislife—the life of the
father of the boauliful children you
are so fond of, the husband of the
woman whe s dear to you, the frie: ¢
whom you love for his own sake, Itis
for his'ife that you will be responsible.”
, Daring  ihe daytime my work
smothered this vefrain, sa that I only
heard it as a disturbing echo; but
when evening came with its relax-
ations 1 conld not shuat itout. At the
theatre, the pretty stage where Rig-
nold played Henry V., seemed writ'en
over with the flaming words. When
[ dined with friends, and opg said in

ting, * You will be responsible for
that,” I felt as if I had roceived
julicial condemwpatian.  When my
cousin staod an: the rag in front of
Mirs. Murray's sitting-room (e, tell-
ing in cloqnent wards about ©1d World
wondivs ‘which had burnt themselves
into his avtist heart, [ heoard ther
only as “thromgh a-din of surging
waters, in which I taw his noble head

obtaingd access to my room and
suresu drawess I do not certainly
know, but as it seems that he had

occupied the apartment for some
‘weeks, it may not be doing him injus-

tice to suggest that he then supplied
himself with duplicate keys, thinking
that they might prove useful in some
possible contingencies.

facility in imitatag handwriings—a
facility which bhad more than once
turned the eyes of suspicion upon the
postmaster’s clerk—and remembering
that of Annig li——, which must heve
often passed through his bands, while
knowing that she had long since pass~
ed away, his canning presented to
Abiathar Paveens—alics A. B, Sears—
the idea that as he knew me, and

probably remembered many litile
things conneoted with my family and
sarly lifo which he eonld use to ad-
vantage in trading upon my credulicy
(while he remained unrecognised by
m¢) here was an cxcellent oppontunity
o get a little money and oxtend his
reputation as oue whose predictions of
the future musi b volied upon, seeing
that he kasw so much of the past, ’
I, by any chance, the stear,er on
which my cou~n sailed had met with
disaster, and he had f il to reach
his home, I should pzobably have made
no investigation, but have simply
weeepted Vhe co™,muvnication as baving
been a geraine but sinfully-unheeded
warring from the Spirit Land, and all
the rest of my lite have been weighed
down with a burden of remorse as
heavy as any ever borne by an actual
murderern
The trick of Mr. Parsons Sears. was
1 very simple one, now it has been
‘old, and [ have not found it an easvy
‘ask to excuse myseltf w0 myself i .¢
the importance I atiwached 1o the
apposed warning, and for the real
suffering sa wsriessly endured on
acconnt of it. Dbt since that time I
aave #eit wach wmore charity than
before for those unfortunate peeple
who in hours of donbt, anxiety and
criel have resorfed for knowledge or
consolation 1o sewrces which in their
almer woments they would Jhave

* Pos=2. sing, as be did, a remarlzable

|looked upon with contemps.  *
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FROM W, R. CHISHOLM. M. D., OF
NEW BEDFORD,

“1 have employed the PRrUvVIAN Syrup
snecessfully in cases of dyspepsia, chronie
dimrhera, nervons debility, nearalgia, ewy~
sipelas, boils and diseases of the skin ; also,
chlorosis, lencorrhea, prolapsus uters, and in

native tonie, the syrap enght to Be nsed ¥
clergyman, editoge cashiers, clerks, law
and others who use their hrains more

female complaints generally, As an dt&hRE
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or driving aud apply a wild blistgr to | slash away .ne third (o-onmhalf L.hé|5L°f""° bearing what_these ‘have tf’ It has never seemed to me $o be an-
the parts affected, composed of one|dimbs. il that should be done is'to ! 'say for thomselves. I'looked at this

: e SV T Lreasonable to believe that if there is a
part of biniodide of mercury and ezl % g'ive'bbf‘.t’rees a goc__;'gl sﬁ;p_e, and only{detter curiously. It was post-miurked tl_i'f}) béyolnd the present, thi~ spirits of

parts of lard, Mix theso matef:ls! cutavay such Jimbs ss'are plainiy’ inthe cityaifive @'clock of tbé'?-""" thoso Who have reached ‘v before ws

steamed. We all krow the pecaliar
excellence of a mealy potato over a
‘boiled one, and steaming hus in fact
the same efi:ct as baking. The potato

onication P, 1 s ol o e 1 et s f wiy s ARISORE A 5 e
. . L . & 1 ST - a ¥ $ e 9
use to lock it up, ’a,:}d as little to burn | chiideen lamenting foriysband and | those Whose oecupation conlines t}
it. I would earry it with me. If I'{fathor. & o -l e i
‘nabie to safger more or 88 Irom

‘ventilated and over-heated roon:
lost it, that would surcly be ;,l;? la};w 'Ltli;'xd maturely xfcﬂccted and decided debility.” Sold hy dealers generally
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