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THE CREEK.

Meduxnakic or Meduxnakeag? Which
Shall we Call it? How Shall we Spell It?

(No. 1.)

The stream upon whose banks the town of
Woodstock is built has always been familiarly
known both by the citizens of the town and
the people of the surrounding country as
““The Creek.” Now there are rivers many
and creeks many, and among the many noble
tributaries of the St. John it may be deemed
a bit of arrogance to claim for our small river
the distinction of being emphatically the
creek. Nevertheless the distinction is not
without advantage since it obviates the ne-
cessity of pronouncing or spelling the Indian
name of the stream which has always been a
matter of some uncertainty.

In the early days of Woodstock great riv-
alry prevailed between the villages known as

“the Creek,” the Lower Corner and Hard-
scrabble. But the situation of the first named |
gave it such advantages that its rivals were ;
soon distanced in the race, and ere long ‘“‘the |
Creek’ came to be ecousidered ‘‘the town.”

The old time rivalry has not yet entirely
passed away although 1t has changed ground,
resolving itself for the most part into a foolish
and unreasonable jealousy between town and
country.

How the old phrases linger in the mind !
A very good example of this occurred a few
years ago in the Carleton County Council,
when upon a proposition being made to re-
move the court house from Upper Woodstock |
to the town, one of the semior members of |
the council strongly objected to the proposal,
alleging that he did not want to travel to
“‘the Creek” for justice.

Twenty-five or thirty years ago the town |
was almost universally spoken of as ‘‘the

Creek.” 1If a man had business in town who |
lived in Northampton he must ‘‘go over |

to the Creek;” if he lived in Richmond he |
must *‘go in to the creek;” if he lived along !
the river he must go wp or down to *‘the
Creek” according as he lived above or below |
the town.

The writer when quite a small boy, visiting |
some relatives who lived near Fredericton, |
greatly amused one of the family who was |
harnessing his horse to drive in to Frederic-
ton by asking in all innocence *‘are you going |
up to the Creek ?”” It required some explan- |
ation to convinee him that going to forwn was |
not always going to the Creek. ‘

But now to answer the question at the |
head of this article: What is the proper |
nawme of Woodstock’s little river, and how |
shall the name be written ? There is appar
ently no standard authority to guide us. The |
writer turned to the pages of Colonel Baird’s |
“Seventy Years of New Brunswick Life” |
only to find that the local historian does not ’
commit himself in the matter, and in this we |
think he has shown commendable prudence. |
True, the colonel gives the preference to the |
older form, Meduxnakic, which he generally |
employs, but as if to show he holds no bigot- |
ed opinion on the point, he, in at least two |
instances, (pp. 137, 138) adopts the modern
form, Meduxnakeag.

The writer next had recourse to public doe- |
uments, old maps and historic records, but |
they did not solve the problem, for the oaly |
point in which they appeared to agree was |
to differ. The variations in the spelling were i
found to be truly wonderful; rarely, indeed, |
did the name of the creek appear twice in |
precisely the same form. The investigation, |
however, showed conclusively that the termi-
nation keag is of comparatively recent origin |
although now the one commonly adopted. ;

The earliest notice of the Meduxnakic is |
that contained in the narrative of Johu |
Gyles, published at Boston nearly two hun- |
dred years ago. During six yeavs captivity |
among the St. John river Indians, Gyles |
lived chiefly at the old Meductic fort. In his
narrative he states that in the autumn of the
year 1689, soon after his arrival at the Me-
ductic village: **We went up the St. John |
river about ten miles to a branch called Me- |
dockseenecasis where was one wigwam. At |
our arrival an old squaw saluted me with a |
yell,seizing me by the hair and one hand,but |
[ was so rude as to break her hold and free
myself. She gave me a vile grin and the
Indians set up a laugh, and so it passed |
over.” ’

The form of the word Medockseenecasis as |
given by Gyles, is worthy of consideration as |
being the oldest on record and likely, for |
that reason, to be the original form. It seems
probable that Gyles has preserved the proper
pronunciation of the word in the form he
gives, as he acquired a pretty thorough
knowledge of the Indian language during
his captivity and was afterwards frequently
employed as an interpreter in negotiations he-
tween the whites and the Indians.

The termination asis is a diminutive and it
is possible Medocseenecasis is merely a form
of Medoctec-asis or ‘‘little Meductic” (Me-
ductic being the old French and Indian name
of Eel river). It may be urged in opposition
to this 1dea that the creek at Woodstock
would scarcely be spoken of as “‘little Eel
river” since the volume of its waters is not,
except perhaps in the dry season, much, if
any less, than that of Eel river itself. To this
it may be replied that the river Medoctic
would appear of much greater importance in
the estimation of the Indians as forming the
great highway for inland travel from the val-
ley of the St. John to the westward connect- |
ing by short and well worn trails or portages
with the St. Croix lakes and the head waters
of the Mattawamkeag or eastern branch of
the Penobscot.

The usual interpretation of the word Me-
duxnakic is “‘rocky at its mouth.” Professor
W. F. Ganong and Edward Jack, two of the
leading authorities, agree that this is the
probable meaning of the word. It is equally
appropriate to the creek at Woodstock, or to
Eel river.

The names of rivers and streams empty-
ing into the St. John are all of Micmac ori-
gin. But the Micmacs either abandoned or
were driven from their hunting grouunds on
the upper St. John more than two hundred
years ago. The Indians now living on the
river are all Maliseets, and their dialect diff
ers so widely from the Micmac tongue that

| says:

18 as yet no sign of the termination keag.

| desire, spiritual or material, so that there

they are of little service in the interpretation
of Indian place names.

The next mention of the creek at Wood-
stock which the writer has at hand occurs in
the description of the St. John river written
in the year 1783 by Captain John Munro, a
l%‘yalist. Alluding to the river ‘‘Medoctick,”
(Eel river) he writes:

““This stream has excellent falls and fine
timber for boards; here is a fine piece of
intervale where two or three Indian families
live; about the centre of this interval are the
remains of an old breast work sufficient to
contain 200 men. The next river on the
west side is Madochenguick; here the Indians
lived formerly; their church is still standing
and kept in good repair. On both sides this
river is good land and some of the islands
opposite are very good.”

Our next authorities are the older maps or
plaus in the Crown land office at Fredericton.
On one of these, made by Isaac Hedden,
Esq., in 1790, the creek is marked ‘‘River
Meductenicook,” and the island opposite
Meductxnicook Island. In a plan made a few
years later by George Sproule, surveyor
general, the creek is marked Meduetsinicick
and in two other plans of similar date we
have respectively Meducksinikeck and Me-
ductznick. In a plan made by John Bedell,
Esq., in 1804, we find the form Madushnakeek.
Still another form occurs in the journal kept
by Wm. F. Odell, Esq., in which were re-
corded his surveying operations during the
year 1818 by direction of the boundary com-
missioners. Mr. Odell says, ‘““On my re-
turn from Mars Hill homeward, I halted the
party on the 12th October, at the mouth of
the Maduetsinicik river.”

Peter Fisher (father of the ex-mayor of
Woodstock) adopts another and a simpler form
of spelling in his little work ‘‘Sketches of
New Bruunswick” (published in 1825).
Speaking of the parish of Woodstock, he
“The river Madaxnikik passes throvgh
this parish to its exit into the Saint John
and adds to its importance as several settle-
ments are making along its banks.”

The journals of the house of assembly
make frequent references to the Meduxnakic
in connection with appropriations for roads
and bridges. But there is still the same lack
of uniformity of spelling; road commissioners,
supervisors, legislators, all seemed to have
agree that it was better never to write the
word twice alike. Witness the following:

Meductsnicick (journal of 1793).

Meducticenicick (journal of 1816).

Madxwawick (journal of 1817).

Meductinicikick (journal of 1818).

Madishnakick (journal of 1820),

Maduxnekeek (journal of 1823).

Meduxnikeek, Meduxnikick (journal of
1827.

Maducxsnikic, Maducksnekie, Maducksne-
kick (1828).

But with all these variations we note there

The form Meduxnakeag apparently came into
existence about the timie of the negotiations
in 1840 which led to the settlement of the
boundary between Maine and New Bruns-
wick under the Ashburton treaty. Dr.
Gesner adopted the spelling in his history of
New Brunswick, our proviucial map makers
did the same, and now 1t is difficult to con- |
vince the public that the name of Wood- |
stock’s own little river was ever anything else |
than the Meduxnakeag.  Nevertheless Me-
duxnakic is certainly older and probably the
the more accurate form.

W. O. Raymoxnn.
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The Religion of Gotama Buddha.
One of the special characteristics of Bud-
dhisw in its primitive form is that it makes no
distinctive recognition of an Essential Beiug,
or of any power, deity*or divinity outside of
the individual wind. The soul has no out-
look, but lives in and for itself. It does not
discern any connection with the universe,
nor is it a part of anything external to itself.
The religion is a purely agnostic one; and
perhaps that is the reason why its negative
tenets have a special attraction for those to
whom the higher vision of the soul’s essential
unity with the Infinite Being is wanting or
does not commend itself. It asks no ques-
tion, it looks nowhither out of itself, but
seeks to sit, with closed eyes, controlled
thinking and crushed imagination, in utter
inactivity and impassivity, striving to reach
a condition in which all active or energizing
faculties are suppressed to annihilation, and
even moving or conscious thought itself is
lulled to sleep in the unbroken peace of a
dumb and motionless eternity. But while
the attainment of this end is its final aim and
object, it must not be understood to offer
inducements to the idle and vicious to resign
themselves to a life of indifference and self-
indulgence; on the contrary, it enforces the
most strenuous efforts on the part of its
votaries to free themselves from the ease and
blandishments of the lower or earthy life, in
order to raise themselves, by the destruction
of all wants and desires, into the higher
realms of spiritual freedom and moral purity.
Indeed, one cannot but be impressed with
the robust energy of mind and the vigorous
activity it calculates for the attainment of its
object in crushing-out of all forms of want or

may remain no least tie to existence. If we
make a comparison of Buddhism with Chris-
tianity, however great a similavity may ap-
pear in some of the elements of its teaching,
its distinet inferiority in scope, purpose and
adaptability will becomne apparent. The reli-
gion of the Buddha could never be brought
to combine with the advancement and pro-
gressive amelioration of society. It works
by abandonment, leaving the world every
way as it finds it. It lacks the helpful and
actively loving spirit of Christianity, that
noble altruism which gains by bestowing,
and counts its wealth from the benefit and
welfare of others, and not from an egotistical

tianity that even in its lowest and least em-
phatic form it stimulatés noble enterprise,
and fosters the forward movements of social
amendment and elevation, and even contrib-
utes in a subgidiary manner to the develop-
ment of the arts and sciences. Its spirit is
based upon the universal law of evolution,
and, rightly understood, never stands still
either in its spiritual or natural manifesta-
tions. This cannot certainly be said of Bud
dhism, which does not hold any close spirit
ual connection with universal religious growth
which is so marked a characteristic of the
profounder and larger teaching of the
Vedanta. There is a want of that dignity
and nobility, also, in the personal traits and
actions of Gotama which distinguished the
Author of Christianity. The miracles attri-
buted to the Buddha have neither the im-
pressive character nor the touching sigaifi-
cance of those narrated by the Evangelists of
the New Testament. We may search in vain
among Buddhistic writings for such instances
of moral sublimity as the answer given to the
persecutors of the sinning woman, or the
fine and silencing retort to the cavilers con-

|

CHEAP SALE

We will sell during the month of
August, the balance of
our stock of

Stamped Linen

HalF P:ice.

THE BALANCE OF OUR STOCK OF

PAPETERIE !

Will be closed out at the astonishingly
Low Price of

10 CENTS PER BOX.

cerning the tribute money.— William Davies,

in the Atlantic Monthly for September.

-
Lord Rosebery’s Policy.

Loxvon, Sept. 22.—There is a high auth-
ority for announcing that Lord Rosebery is
thoroughly alarmed over the Liberal out-
look, and that, on a day soon t> be set, he
will deliver a carefully prepared speech on
the House of Lords. The occasion is to be
made memorable in his Premiership and in
the history of the Liberal party. American
campaign methods will be introduced to some
extent to emphasize it. There is no hall in
Edinburgh, where the address will be made, |
large enough for a genuine mass meeting, |
and an auditorium will he built to contain
10,000 persons. The contract has been
quietly let, and the work will be completed |
by the end of the month, the date being put |
off to accommodate the contractor. Lordf
Rosebery proposes taking thereins firmly in his |
hands now and eonducting his party himself. |

|
i
|
|
|

| Sir William Vernon Harcourt is in Switzer-

consideration of its own advantage. Itisa
high testimony to the superiority of Chris-

land under an oculist’s care, and it is not

generally believed he will be seen again at |
the Treasury table. He is undertood to be |
perfectly satisfied with the honour he has'
won as a budget maker. Itis true that he
hae engrafted upon the State entirely novel |
principles of revenue, and has done more |

| than any preceeding head of the Exchequer |

to realize for the taxpayers in one way at
least, Mill’s ‘“‘unearned increment.” He has ‘
made wealth pay more than 1t has ever paid |
heretofore toward Imperial expenses. Lord |
Rosebery realizes that although Sir William '
Harcourt was not the most tactful leader the
House of Commons kas had in this generstion
he can ill be spared, and that in loosinghim |
the Premier must appear more frequetly be- |
fore the electorate, since he cannot appear in |
the Commons. The projected speech on the
House of Lords will be, it is understood,
plain and practical. It will not be Radical,
at least to the extent of promising an im-
mediate serious effort for abolition. Buat it
will he menacingenough to make the chamber
understand that unless it shows more docility
in approving measures passed in conformity
with the expressed mandate of the electorate,
the country will be distinctly asked to in-
struct the Ministry to deprive it of the veto
power, or at least to make a Board of Refer -
ence, whose decisions shall be binding. The
Premier is also expected to square himself
upon Home Rule and on disestablishment in
Scotland and Wales. Thisis the more neces-
sary because of the demoralization of the
McCarthy faction in consequence of the dis-
sensions abont accepting or at least soliciting
English money to carry on the Home Rule

party.
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DIAMOND DYES
Have Established a Wonder-
ful Fame.

AIR: RED, WHITE AND BLUE,
0O, dyes, used from ocean to ocean,
Ye Diamond Dyes, pure, fast and true!
No wonder that female devotion
And first thoughts are centred in you.
Ye bring, to each home, joy and pleasure,
And many a dollar ye save;
To every housewife a treasure,
A friend, a companion and slave. 7

CHORUS ; |

A friend, a companion and slave, ’

A friend, a companion and slave. {

Diamond f)ycs bring to all joy and pleasure,
And many a dollar they save,

Diamond Dyes always ready for duty,
Working merrily, never forlorn ; i
Ye restore to brightness and beauty
Each garment soiled, faded and worn.
Throughout this extended Dominion,
All people have heard of your name,
And critics are all of opinion
That ye are entitled to fame.

CHORUS:
All people have heard of your name,
All people have heard of your name,
Diamond Dyes in this fair, young Dominion,
Have established a wonderful fame.

o

The **Underground People” is the name of
a new sect in Russia. ”  When a member be-
comes seriously ill, he is baptised anew by
the elders, who then tenderly convey him to
an underground cell, wherg he is left to meet
death alone. In a week the cell is visited,
and, if the man has died, as is most likely,
from starvation if not from disease, he is
reverently buried.

MRS, J. LOANE & 00,

WOODSTOCK

XLE"

You think of buying a new

Single or Double Harness

This Summer, look over our
stock. We always have a good
variety made up, and if we can-
not suit you we will make just
what you want to order. We
use only the best of stock and
our prices are right.

Horse Goods of Every

Description.
REPAIRING done PROMPTLY.

F. L. ATHERTON,

King Street, - - Opp. People’s Bank,

WOODSTOCK..

LIVERY AND HACK STABLE,
H. E. & Jas. W. Gallagher, Props.

Outfits for commercial travellers, Coaches in at-
tendance at arrival of trains, All kinds of Livery
Teams to let at Reasonable Rates.

&% A First-Class Hearse in connection.

Wilbur House, (*<) Woodstock, N. B.

N. B.—Orders for coach left at stable or sent by
telephone will receive prompt attention.

AT THE

SHOE STORE,

YOU CAN BUY

All kinds of Footwear,

At prices away down to
Hard Pan. |

Call and examine our goods and
see the bargains.

WE ARE SELLING

Men’s, Women’s, Misses’

T an
Groods

AT COST TO CLOSE.
J. D. Dickinson & Son.

DANIEL LEE,

Landeau, - Livery - and
Boarding_— Stables.

Coaches in attendance at
Steamboats and Trains.

DOUBLE and SINGLE TURNOUTS.
ACCOMMODATION BARGE,

for Picnics and other outings.

LANDEATU.

Sleds. Sleds.

We are erecting a large buﬂdfﬁé at East Flor-
enceville for a

(teneral Carriage & Repair Shop.

We will also build SLEDS ana TEAM
WAGGONS of any description that may be
required.

SEND IN YOUR ORDER FOR SLEDS
AT ONCE.

Bring your Sleigh or Carriage and have it
Painted in a First-Class manner.

Money refunded if not satisfactory.

5. B. & W. 8. CHARLTON.,

FREE!

A Life Nize Air Brush
and Crayon Portrait.

As a compliment to our many patrons and the
public generally, for a short time we are going to
give every cash purchaser of

$10.00 WORTH OF GOODS,

A Handsome Life Size Air Brush
and Crayon Portrait.

There is not a family but poszesses some picture
of Father, Mother, Brother or Sister, whicll they
would like to have reproduced in a life-like and
durable manner. What more suitable for a last-
ing present? Call at once and see SPECIMEN at
our store,

E'raaame.

~An unframed portrait would be a poor adver-
tisement, and, in view of this fact, 'ﬂhv Portrait
Co. has made it conditional upon us that with each
portrait we sell a frame. The price is $3.50 Call
and select your own style.

Oux Plan

is to issue tickets on your first purchase of 5 cents
or over, and every additional purchase, large or
small, is added thereto, and when the amount
reaches $10.00, we deliver, free of cost, a

A Handsome Portrait worth
$15.00 at Retail.

Saunders Bros.

WOODSTOCK, N. B.

W. B. Nicholson

Has Style,
The Fits,
Largest Workmanship
Stock Unexcelled.
0f Best
Fashionable  (uality
Goods, Trimmings.
Latest
New York
Fashion
Reports.

Gor. King m Main Sts.

(OPP. FOUNTAIN.)

G. B. CHURCHILL.

Tinware,StovePipe,Hot
Air Furnaces, Etc.

21 EKEKING STREETT,
WOODSTOCK, N. B.

CALL AND SEE i

MRS. M. SHAW'S

New MILLINERY

THIRD DOOR BELOW TOWN HALL.
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