
| 
. supernatural agency. He catches live snakes, | action is the scource, and the heat equivalent fg . 
Statement Froetc 4 > J! ’ Vopr! Be 

i 
| bind ey hangs them about his person, and then, tak-| of this is a measure of the electricity pro- Sicilian an ul eon i “No other | inedicine thnt | ing with him a goat as a fee, bees one of ‘the | duced. In glass, wax, &ec., mechanical ver used, and hay Lr: h > "al 3 “pr " > Sein be Ba + phil 4x gh | Isanusi to be so good as to initiate him in the | friction produces it and when a conductor 1s BAT H, - - N.B. | 

& . 3 « Uils et lin { { H » o N . . » il "nt ’ woreta > . "os "wre 3 Y v0 ’ . > . 3 P lee » y 1T'O- 5 * . ! 

Permanent cures ws Ayer's Sarsapariiiy.’ secrets of the profession. Here it is to be | moved in a maguetic field and electricity re Which we warrant for one year. #4 Office opposite Bohan's Store. 

THE DISPATCH. 

MAA A: IAA yA Oh WOE 

Dr, HI 

No Other 
I" Merrill, 

n Kart _.- 
EA WIVY LIVE H A 

- 

| The Witch Doctor: A South African Sketch. 

The key of the Native Question in South- 
ern Africa is a knowledge of the religion and 
religious practices of the natives. They are 
all intimately connected with witcheraft, or 
rather witcheraft is the pivot on which they 
rest. All Kafirs and Hottentots are spirit- 
ualists who worship, revere, and fear the 
spirits of their ancestors. The ‘‘go-be- 
tween” is the Witch Doctor, styley Amaggira 
among the the Amaxosa Kafirs, and Isanusi 
among the Amazulus. Let us take one as a 

| specimen and briefly unfold the progress of 
his initiation and education, remembering 
that he is intended to be a doctor to perform 

| the healing art, a priest to offer sacrifices, and 
| a diviner to give the mind of the spirit. He 
must hold the keys of the invisible world, 
and have constant intercourse with the spirits 

| of the departed. 
| Xosa is a stalwart and brave youth, He 
possesses not only considerable natural bold- 

| ness and cunning, but is cleverly to assume a 
| mysterious and peculiar character by which 
he becomes distinguished from ordinary men. 

The Nature of Electricity. 

At a meeting of the Boston Scientific 
Society, Professor A. E. Dolbear presented 
a paper entitled *‘The Nature of Electricity,” 
in which he first gave consideration to 
fundamental notions in physics, speaking of 
the phenomena and factors thereof, these 
being matter, ether, energy and motion; the 
properties of ether being that it is con- 
tinuous, non-molecular, frictionless, elastic 
and energised. The origin of electricity was 
not discussed, this being either from friction, 
chemism or heat for its direct production or 
induction for its indirect production. Con- 
sideration was next given the ether, which 
with its properties becomes the medium in 
which exist gravity, light, magnetism, and 
electricity. The definitions which have been 
given for electricity were then reviewed, it 
having been considered a form of energy, a 

form of motion, energy itself, a form of 
motion of matter, a form of motion of ether, 

Le. Edlund defined it as ether itself; Lodge 
thinks it to be a wave mdtion in ether; 
Roland considers it a property of matter; 
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| proaches a more skilled Witch Doctor, and 
in this higher school receives more advanced 

| now been learnt, 

| change occurs, 

possessed by the spivits. He falls into fits, 
gesticulates, shrieks, acts as a madman, and 

| 18 supposed to be under the influence of 

presumed he receives some instruction: but 
it is only preparatory. Armed with strong- 
smelling roots, styled (mpepo, he now ap- 

lessons. The mysterious incantations having 
the wlhkutwase or inward 

which means that he is hence- 
forth a new man and holds intercourse with | 
spititual beings. It is thought by some that 

the face of the thermopile is heated, we know 
that vibratory motion is the condition for its 
appearance; while in the battery, chemical 

sults, this will stop on the cessation of the 
motion. In every case the mechanical motion 
turned into it 1s the antecedent, and the 
energy of the engine is represented by the 
electricity developed. From motion, then, 
results energy; and, if it be molecular motion, 
we call it heat; if ether’ waves, we call it 
light; if molecular exchange, we call 
chemism. 
between matter and ether. 

it | 
And all electrical action is motion | 
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