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POPULAR OR PROPERTY VOTH. 

There is a good deal of quiet discussion 
going on around town as to the merits of 
Jpopular or property voting. Let the people 
clearly understand the issue. A popular 
vote is such a vote as is given in dominion, 

provincial, and municipal elections. It 
means that when a man is entitled to a vote, 

he is as good, on election day, as his neigh- 

« bor. The rich and the poor are on the same 
footing. A property vote means that the 

man rated as worth $50 has one vote, the 

man rated as worth $200, four votes and so 

on, until the man rated at $50,000 has 1000 

votes. Not that he puts his name down one 

thousand times on the roll, but as the 

decision of the question is reached on the 
amount of property represented, being worth 

50,000, he has 1000 times as mach to say as 

the man worth $50. 

On principle Tue DispaTcH 18 opposed to 

the property vote, and for these among other 

reasons: (1) it is contrary to the idea of 

equality, and utterly antagonistic to the 

democratic polity under which we live; (2) 

it practically disfranchises the poor man; 
{3) it elevates wealth to a position to which 

it is not entitled; (4) it separates voters into 
two sections, classes and masses. 

Let us give an illustration to prove the 

absurdity of the doctrine. A man has two 

sons Tom and Jack. Tom is of a studious 

nature. He goes to school, studies hard, 
works his way through college, becomes an 

authority on political economy, makes a 

study of government. He values knowledge 

more than anything else, and becomes a pro- 

fessor, say of political economy, in a college, 

and receives $600 a year. Jack is of [a 
grasping nature. He wants to be rich. He 
goes to South Africa, has luck, and finds a 
gold mine. He comes home worth half a 
million, a portion of which he invests in real 

estate in the same town in which Tom is 
working as a professor. A question of grave 

importance to the community comes before 

the electorate. Tom, the man who has given 
his life to the serious study of just such 
questions has one vote, Jack, the speculator, 

has one thousand votes. 
Is that either just or sensible ? 
Will any advocate of the property vote 

show us why it should be exercised in one 
wase and not in another? The millionaire 

manufactures have more stake in dominion 

affairs than the day laborer. Why should 

not the property of the millionaire be repre- 

the polls? Do you want the 

reason ? It is, because such a system would 

be destructive of popular government. But, 

why is the proposition that property should 
vote in dominion elections, not as fair as that 

sented at 

it should vote, at any other election? 

Take this very question of the sewers. 

The rich man is not so much in need of them 
as the poor man. The rich 

In the hot weather he can 

The man working for a 

man can live 

where he likes. 
go to the seaside. 

dollar a day, has to live where he can secure 

a cottage, for which he can afford to pay the 
rent. He has hard time enough keeping 

from going to the poor house, let alone going 

to the seaside during the summer months. 

But his health, and the health of his children 

are as important as the health of the rich 
inan. When it comes to voting on the fiscal 

policy of the dominion government, Lazarus 
is as good a man as Dives, but in the matter 

of sewers, Lazarus must be content with the 

crumb of a vote, while Dives luxuriates in 

the influence his money bags afford him 
It democratic government is wrong, let it 

be abolished. If you prefer despotic to 

popular government say so,but don’t humbug 

the people by reciting the iniquities of 
aristocratic government, while you are in- 

stituting or advocating a ten times more 

hateful thing—a mushroom plutocracy. 

Don’t let our wealthy friends fear that 

their money will be unrepresented. It will 
do its work, if they use it, as it does in other 

elections. Dives doesn’t have much trouble 
in tempting Lazarus. Gold is a mighty 
factor in elections, and if our plutocracy 

wish to strangle the poor, they will find 
means to do so. 
But let the heaven born right“ to vote be 

allowed to the poor man, and don’t taunt him 

by giving him the shadow for the substance. 
Don’t insult his manhood by asking him 

to vote, when, it will take two or three 

hundred of his fellows to counteract the vote 
of some Shylock. It would be better ta tell 
him that he has no franchise at all. 
A recent writer has remarked that ‘‘the 

poor “will not always be patient.” It is not 
wise to aggravate them. 
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AT OTTAWA. 
It is a time of great uncertainty at Ottawa, 

and no one seems to know what a day may 
bring forth. The remedial bill is playing 

havoc with the parties, and when the vote 
comes there will be some queer mixing up. 
A large number of the Ontario Conservatives 

have decided to vote against the bill, and if 
twenty of them should bolt, and the opposi- 

tion remain undivided, it will mean some- 

thing very much like a defeat of the govern- 
ment. However, there are signs that some 

of the liberals will vote for the bill. Mr. 

Devlin, the member for Ottawa county, quite 
a prominent man in the party, has already 

announced his intention of giving his support 
to the bill. Scarcely anyone believes, now, 

that the bill will be withdrawn, or not pass 
to a vote. Bowell still holds the reins of 

government, and is determined to carry out 

his promise. 
Nothing is talked about but the Manitoba 

school case, and it will remain the all absorb- 
ing topic of conversation until after the 

election. 

Apparently, there is one danger less to 
The newly discovered comet is leaving 

A prom- 

face. 

rather than approaching the earth. 

inent astrologer says:—*‘Much has been said 
about the comet approaching the earth, and 
possibly coming into collision with it. The 
comet was approaching the earth during Feb- 
ruary, but now the two bodies are separating, 
the comet is going one way and the earth the 
other. At no time was it coming directly at 
the earth, for the path is tilted up with refer- 
ence to the plane of the earth’s motion. 
Where the paths cross the comet is away 
above the earth’s path, so that there could be 
no possible collision, even though our planet 

had not already passed that point a month 
ago. It will be noticed that about Feb. 1 
the comet was quite close to Venus. The 
attraction of that planet may have changed 
its orbit somewhat.’ 

austin 
A bill has been introduced in the Ontario 

legislature, giving the electors in each county 
an opportunity to cut down the number of 

An exchange representatives in the council. 
says:—*‘‘Its object is to cut down the mem- 
bership of the councils, and whenever it is 
adopted it will certainty do so. The number 
of councillors for a county of not more than 
40,000 of a population is fixed at nine; for a 
county of not more than 60,000 at eleven; 
and for one of more than 60,000 at thirteen. 

The proportions seem fair enough, but it is 
1 not likely that many counties will avail them- 
selves of the option which the bill affords. 
Local jealousies will probably be found too 
strong for any reform movement that may be 
started.” 

P—-- 

The Congress of the United States has 
recommended the president to recognize the 
insurgents in Cuba,as fighting for their rights 

—in short to declare as far as the United 

States can do so-—Cuba independent. This 

has aroused the pride of the Spaniards, and 
an angry mob in Barcelona, attacked the 
United States embassy, and amused them- 

selves by tearing up American flags. What 

further may develop, it is hard to prophesy. 

The question is often raised, as to the 

liability of a city or town for injuries sustained 
on a slippery sidewalk. A Toronto Exchange 
says:—A roadman named Osler, in the em- 
ploy of the street railway company, brought 
action against the city for damages he receiv- 
ed in January last year, through slipping on 
a bank of ice. He sustained injuries to the 
head. 

Railway for Victoria Co. 

Among the bills introduced into the legis- 

lature is one respecting the Restigouche and 
Victoria colonization railway company. The 

Fredericton Gleaner says:—The proposed 
road will be about 160 miles long. Fifteen 

miles of location survey have been completed 
from the Campbelltown end,and work on the 

location of the balance of the route will be 

started probably next week. The work of 
construction will bé commenced just as soon 
as the snow goes off, and pushed towards 
completion with all possible despatch. One 
terminus of the road will be in Campbellton, 
but where the Victoria County will be has 
not yet been decided upon. It was stated at 
one time that this new railway would connect 
with the Bangor & Aroostook road, but Mr. 
Boselly, one of the directors,says no arrange- 
ments have ever been entered into with the 
management of that road, and whether there 
will be or not is a matter for future considera- 
tion. In fact as far as could be gathered from 
his remarks,the management of Victoria and 
Restigouche road would prefer making con- 
nections with the C. P. R. However, all 
energies for the present will be set on getting 
the road completed, and then the matter of 
connections will be considered. The country 
through which the road passes is rich in tim- 
ber, and already American capitalists are 
making explorations with a view of securing 
berths for lumber operations. 
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E. M. Campbell, Photographer, has secured 
the services of a first class man at his studio where 
he is in a position to do better work than ever. 
The studio will be open at all times during busi- 
ness hours and a competent operator will be in 
attendance constantly. All orders promptly at- 
tended to. The Hartland Studio is closed for the 
present. 

Dunraven Expelled. 

New York, Feb. 28.—The Earl of Dun- 

reven was last night expelled by a vote of 39 
to 1 from honorary membership in the New 
York Yacht Club. The action of the club 

was taken because Lord Dunraven, it was 
believed, had sufficient time to either 
apologize or resign. 

> - 
A mild laxative, do not sicken—the best 

family medicine 

Beach’s Stomach 
= e Small, S & Liver Pillsc,..iv. 
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FROG IV Tous THROAT. 
Hoods’ Sarsaparilla, 

Scott’s Emulsion, 

Johnson’s Liniment, 

Kendrick’'s White Liniment. 

Baird’s Balsam Horehound. 

WHOLESALE and RETAIL. 

Prescriprions RECEIVE EVERY ATTENTION. 

A full line of Parke Davis & Co.'s 

and other standard products. . . 

THE BAIRD CO. (Ltd) 

Wore Ten Years. 
That’s what you said (and it was true) about the 

pair of home made Horse Blankets your good old 

grandmother wove many years ago. They cost 
about six dollars each, and were aichly worth it. 

In order to show you what can be done in the 

factory we have taken a strong double and twist- 

ed yarn, for both warp and filling, and have 

woven a few pairs of Horse Blankets 

AS GOOD AS GAN BE MADE. 
We estimated they could be made complete 

with hip straps for $5.00 each. 

We have them all bound and furnished with 

breast straps, only for $4.50 each—or, if you pre- 

fer them without straps or binding, for $3.75. The 

best value in Horse Blankets ever offered in 

Woodstock. 

Call and see them at the 

WOOLEN MILLS, 

King Street, 

Woodstock, N. B. 

French Affairs. 

A Paris bit of news says:—Exceptional 

interest was taken in the Queen’s speech by 
the French; they were anxious to learn what 

allusions would be made to Emperor William 

after his telegraphic threat to batter the 
British empire, section South Africa, and 

also to gain a glimpse of the new departure 

of Lord Salisbury in his relations with Russia 

and France— for the triple alliance is being 

waked, preparatory to a first-class interment. 
There are no moist eyes at the signficance of 

the Kaiser being passed over as if he never 
existed. The snub is the most dignified re- 

proof that his late conduct merited; he was 

the young man in a hurry. But the silence 
has a farther import; it is the decomposition 
of the triple alliance. Everyone now sees that 

anachronism was not intended to safeguard 
the general peace since the Kaiser, consider- 
ing the death-kaell of Britain's greatness had 
sounded, made an ugly rush to be the earliest 

in the conspiracy to help himself to some of 
the debris. Germany was the triple alliance, 
Austria and Italy were only her flappers. 
The bubble is burst now; the revived Bis- 
marck plan of campaign has been seen 
through. 
The French never for a moment seriously 

believed 1 the cry of the isolation of Eng- 
land; she was too formidable to be boycotted; 
possessed inexhaustible powers of resistance 
and undoubted and redoubtable staying 
power;the unknown was in her favor and the 
Anglo-Saxon race was fully prepared to *‘face 
the music.” The isolation of England did 
not bring the restoration of Alsace-Lorraine 
a whit nearer. It is now within the sphere 
of practical politics by the collapse of the 
triple alliance and the triumphal march of 
Russia into southeastern Europe via Bulgaria. 
England abandons Europe to the Muscovite; 
it will be more her interest to work in with 
the Czar in Asia than sentimentally opposing 
him on the continent. 
Mr. Chamberlain has stated no foreign 

state will be allowed by England to interfere 
in the Transvaal—that’s a canard destroyer 
—and that the Uitlanders must have their 
intolerable situation of being forced to live 
outside the pale redressed. That, say the 
French, is language the Germans cannot mis- 
understand, and, coupled with the return of 
Mr. Cecil Rhodes, important changes, but all 
for the benefit of South Africa, will at once 
be inaugurated. It was the boast of Louis 
Philippe to be the ‘Napoleon of Peace;” 
Cecil Rhodes, in opening up Rhodesia with 
railways, can find ample employment for his 
great talents in the development of the natu- 
ral resources of the country. 
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HE CAME BACK! 
WHY? 

Because after a careful consideration of prices 
and quallties he was thoroughly convinced that 
our offer was far better than that of any of our 
competitors and consequently he bought from us 

This pleasing experience we are continually having in our 
Clothing Department, and we here make the statement 
that we have never before offered such value in 

WINTER 
CLOTHING 

as we are now doing, and do not believe that such value was ever 4 
before offered or is now being offered by any other house in Wood-' 
stock. 

over. 

Anything almost is preferable to carrying winter Clothing 

John McLauchlan. 

On Blank Books of all kinds. 

Then we have the best Writing 

and Commercial Inks. in all 
Colors. Pens, Pencils, Paper, 

Rulers, Files—everything for 
the office. Then you know 

we have writing Paper and 

Envelones for the Ladies, and 

it is the Very Best. Ask for 

*‘Hurd’s” Paper when you 
want a Good Writing Paper. 

EVERETT'S 
BOOKSTORE. 
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Assessors’ Notice. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the undersigned 

have been appointed Assessors of Rates in and for 
the Town of Woodstock, for the present year. All 
sersons owning property in the Town may within 
'wenty Days give in a statement of their property 
and income, as provided by law. 

JOHN McCORMAC, ) 
E. M. BOYER, 
J. A. HAYDEN, 

Just Received: 
At our warerooms. 

265 bbls. Flour, 
Assorted brands. 

50 bbls. Sugar, 
Extra standard. 

Rolled Oatmeal, Flaked Wheat, 

Cornmeal, Buchwheat Meal, and 

Choice Porto Rico Molasses. 

C. M. SHERWOOD & BROS. 
Lynch Block, - Main Street. 

Assessors 
+ Town of 
) Woodstock. 

Also a quantity of 

A Mockery of Justice. 

The proceedings in the District of Columbia 
Court Tuesday in the case of Miss Flagier, 

indicted for manslaughter in killing a colored 
boy last summer, was a gross mockery of 
justice. 
The case was privately arranged with the 

Judge and District-Attorney to be called half 
an hour before the regular time of opening the 
court. This was done to ‘‘aveid publicity” 
and to save the feelings of the 
aristocratic youug woman who had only 
“killed a little nigger, caught steal- 
ing her father’s fruit. A plea of ‘‘guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter” made to avoid 
the ordeal of a trial —was accepted, and the 
young woman was sentenced to imprison- 
ment for three hours in jail and to pay a fine 
of $500 ! 
And still some people pretend to wonder 

that our courts are falling into contempt, and 
that there is prevalent bitter feeling that 
there is one law for the poor and another for 
the rich.—New York World. 

Down on Railway Passes. 

ToroNTO, February 29.—J. L. Haycock, 
the Patron leader, has introduced in the 
legislature a bill providing for the disqualifi- 
cation of all members of the legislature hold- 
ing passes over the railways in the province. 

NEW : HATS! 
LATE SHAPES, 

Now Opening. 

AMERICAN and ENGLISH 
STYLES 

Made expressly for our trade. 
A large assortment to 

select from. 

ALS O—- 

New Neck Wear 
New Dress and Fancy Regatta 

SHIRTS. 
New Spring Suitings, 

Pantings and 
Overcoatings, 

New Fresh Clothing for Men, 
Youths and Boys. 

Prices away down. No matter what prices 
others quote, we go one better. 

R. B. JONES, 
MANCHESTER HOUSE 
CLEARANCE SALE 

or 
BARGAINS IN 

FOR COATS, ASTRACHAN SACQUES, 
CAPES, MUFFS, BOAS, &O., &C. 

As I don’t wish to carry over any of these 
goods, they will be sold cheap. You will 

gave money by buying now. 

J. T. G. CARR, - Hartland. 
NOTICE. 

Application will be made to the Legislature of 
the Province of New Brunswick at its present 
session for the passage of an act to amend chapter 
86 of Acts of Assembly 58th Victoria entitled “An 
act to Incorporate the Tobique River Log Driving 
Company” by changing the day for holding the 
annual meeting of said company from the first. 
Tuesday in April to the second Tuesday in April. 

HARTLEY & CARVELL. 
Solicitors for Applicants. 

Woodstock N. B. February 15th., 1896. 

In re the Estate of Thomas 

Kilecollins, Junior. 

There will be sold at Public Auction, in front of 
the office of Stephen B. Appleby, Queen Street, 
in the Town of Woodstock, County of Carleton 
on THURSDAY, the FIFTH day ot MARCH 
next, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the Books 
of Accounts of said Thomas Kilcollins, Junior,and 
all debts due said estate, a list of which can be 
seen on application to the undersigned. 

CHARLES APPLEBY, 
Assignee. 

Dated the 24th February, 1896. 
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