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THE DISPATCH. 

“LAWYERS OF ENGLAND. 
Routine Through Which They Gradu- 

ate, 

The visitors passing along Fleet-street, 
London, from the direction of St. Paul's 

Cathedral to the point where it merges into 

the Strand, will find on his right a somewhat 
colossal building of grey, stone. As he stands 
gazing at its Gothic architecture he may be 
startled by the apparition of a human figure 
clad in d.rk, flowing robes, and wearing a 

"curly white wig, with a short tail dangling 
therefrom. who, emerging suddenly from an 
old archw:y, dodges the traffic, dashes across 

the road and disappears into the gloomy 

portals of the dusky fortress opposite. It 
will probably be carrying in one hand a num- 

ber of ponderous books strapped together, 
%and in the other a quantity of blue documents 
tied with red tape. Should the stranger in 
his innocence, seek an explanation of this 

phenomenon from a passer-by, he would 
possibly be greeted with a stare of amused 
surprise. He would then be told that the 
apparition was merely a harmless London 

barrister; that the building opposite is Her 
Majesty's Royal Courts of Justice, and that 

the old archway leads from the classic pre- 

cinets of the temple—from headquarters of 
tid legal profession. 

Surmising that a sketch of the facts and 
figures appertaining to the cradling and 

coaching of an English barrister might prove 
interesting. I took the preliminary step of 

securing an interview with a distinguished 
member of the bar. Mr. Sydney Phipson, 
who occupies a suite of rooms in the Inner 
Temple, is a high authority on *“The Law of 
Evidence,” a standar1 work that is gradually 

superceding the well-known ‘Digest of Evid- 
ence,” by the late Mr. Justice Stephen, 

which, though admirable in many respects, 
is in too skeleton a form to be of great service 
to practitioners. 

Mr. Phipson’s private sanctum is a typical 

one of its kind in London. Situated in the 
picturesque seclusion of the Temple, under 
the shadow of rustling trees and historic 

buildings, it lies in the very heart of the 
legal world. My impression of its material 

feature are a congestion of legal document, 

wall made of books, and perpetual artificial 

light. I found the genial barrister quite re- 
signed to the worry of an amateur cross-ex- 
amination, and, to his courtous replies and 

lucid information I owe most of the facts here 
set down. 

One of the first things I elicited from Mr. 

Phipson was that eight out of every ten bar- 
risters are college men. A university educa- 

tion seems to he almost a necessity. Very 
few suzcessfully dispense with it. The pre- 
liminary training for the profession may be 

commenced at college. A barrister must 

have passed at least three examinations. (1) 
Ordinary college examinations in classics and 

general subjects; (2) first examination in law 
called ‘“‘Roman Law” examination; (3) second 

and final law examination. 

A college man will, in the usual course, 

secure the first of these, and by taking an 

“honors” degree of D. C. L. at Oxford, or 
LL. D. at Cambridge or London, will be ex- 

cused the second or Roman law examination. 
If he only achieves an ‘‘ordinary” degree he 

must tackle the ordeal of ‘‘Roman Law.” 
All non-collegiates, before they can study for 

the bar, must pass in classics and general 
subjects. 

But, whoever they may he, or whatever 

they may have done, all aspirants to the 

honor of wig and gown, whether collegiate or 
non-collegiate, must, subject to their satisfy- 
ing the boards of examiners in Roman law, 

spend a three years’ probation in one or the 
other of the inns of court: The inns are 
four in number: Lincoln’s Inn, Gray's Inn, 
the Middle Temple and the Inner Temple. 
They may be briefly described as societies 

or colleges for the study of the law, and are 
of ancient origin. Second to none in their 
jealous regard for theobservance of profession- 
al tradition and etiquette, the inns maintain 
a strict watch over the attendance and be- 

haviour of the students. To insure that 
none of them shrink the obligation of duly 
“serving their time,” a system of checking 
attendance exist, commonly known as **Eat- 

ing dinners in Hall.” 

The legal year is divided into four terms: 
Hilary, Easter, Trinity and Michaelmas. 
Three dinners in each term, or a total of 36 

during the three years’ probation, have to be 
eaten at the Inn Hall by every collage man. 

on-collegians must tackle twice this number, 
or 72 total. Attendance at these dinners is 

checked by the ‘‘janitors,” who keep the 
door and tick off each man’s name as he en- 

ters. In one respect these janitors are re- 
markable men. Long practice has trained 

their memories to such perfection that 
among all the hundreds of dinners, no mem- 

ber, however erratic in his intervals of at- 

tendance, 1s ever met with a second request 

for his name from the same doorkeeper. 
The first two years of the residents’ inn 

membership are occupied in general study 
and coaching for his final examination. He 

never finds much difficulty in procuring pro- 

curing professional tuition. Many impecun- 

ious members of the bar, who find time hang 

heavily on their hands, are only too willing 
to proffer their services in this direction for 
moderate fees. 

Having duly passed his examination the 
student must devote the Jast year of his inn 

dwelling to the somewhat expensive past- 
time known as ‘Reading in Chambers.” 

The explanation of this, with its rather mis- 
leading title, is simply that he secures the 

free run of some practising barrister’s office, 
with liberty to scan all the briefs and watch 
the procedure. For this he has to pay the 
barrister the substantial fee of 100 guiness. 
At first sight it would seem safe to say that 
this must be a very valuable experience for 

the beginner. AL a matter of fact, in the 
majority of cases, it is little better than a 
farce. To begin with, he generally shares 

the privilege with some half dozen others. 
The barrister as a rule is a busy man, who 
has little time to, waste over struggling read- 
ers. The consequence is they really get 
precious little for their money. They are 
supposed to make themselves acquainted 

with the details of every case that comes in; 

but it more frequently happens that long be- 

fore they have had time to properly ascer- 
tain what a brief is about, let alone master 
its contents, the clerk annexes it for hurried 
conveyance to the law courts. 

Notwithstanding the somewhat farcical 
nature of these proceedings, 12 months’ ex- 
perience of them is gravely considered as 
duly qualifying the student for a **call to the 
bar.” This is quite a simple affair, involving 
but little ceremony. On a given date the 
governing body of the inn, kaow as the 

benchers,assemble in the Hall. The qualified 
students, having received writtea intimation 

of the event, meet them there, eat and drink 

at the benchers’ expense and afterward at- 
tend a sort of reception. The senior candi- 

date makes a eulogistic speech, receives a 
courteous rejoinder, and the process is com- 

plete. Henceforth the new-fledged barrister, 
having provided himself with wig and gown, 

enjoys the freedom of Her Majesty's courts 
and may begin to look about for business. 
The brief is a document setting forth in 

detail all the facts and history of a case. In 
big causes celebres the brief sometimes at- 

tains a prodigious bulk. The mastering of 
its contents is an operation associated in the 
public mind with much burning of midnight 
oil. But this is a fallacy for which novelists 

are largely responsible. A barrister who 

knows his business will master a brief, how- 

ever voluminous, at one reading. Long 
practice enables him to extract the salient 

points and determine at once the proper 
course to be pursued. Many eminent mem- 
bers of the bar will read half a dozen briefs 

in the morning before going into court. 
When they have once perused and under- 
scored them with their blue and red pencils, 
they may be relied upon to conduct the case 

in their usual masterly style with no prompt- 
ing whatever. Frequently they may be seen 
in court studying the points 1n one case while 

conducting another. 

Barristers’ fees are a variable quantity. As 

view ed in a solicitor’s bill of costs they look 
somewhat mysterious. A barrister’s guinea 
is always £1 3s 6d. This is explained by the 
fact chat he charges a supplementary fee for 
his clerk at the rate of 2s 6d for every guinea 

he earns. No fee is less than a guinea. An 
unwritten law, dating from the time that the 

guinea was a coin of the realm, decrees that 
barristers must not accept silver. One trans- 
gression of this rule is recorded. A some- 

what impecunious member of the profession 

accepted a few shillings as payment from a 
poor client. He was promptly called before 
the Benches of the Inn to explain. His plea 

was——af he did net talee gold, he at least took 
all the man had got, whereupon he was at 

once honorably acquitted. It was impossible 
to cavil at such a worthy upholding of all the 
traditions of the profession! Like physicians, 

barristers cannot recover their dues at law. 
The fee is supposed to be an ‘‘honorarium” 
which was not expected. There is a quaint 
survival of the alleged sensitiveness of bar- 

risters about fees. In their gowns may still 
be noticed a sort of long, narrow pocket ar- 
rangement, hanging down at the back of the 
left shoulder. Its occupation is gone now, 
but in the old time it was the recognized re- 
ceptacle for the guineas which were supposed 
to be dropped in surreptitiously by the cli- 

ent. Very different is the brazen effrontery 
of these days, when eminent pleaders will 
calmly demand their fifty guineas retainer” 
to induce them even to look at the proferred 
brief. 

A career of continued prominence and suc- 

cess may culminate a. last in a desire on the 
part of the barrister to exchange his stuff 
gown for a silk robe of ‘‘One of Her Majes- 
ty’s counsel learned in the law.” Now, this 
is an honor which, so far from being eagerly 
accepted as soon as offered, requires the ut- 
most care andl consideration, to use Mr. 

Phipson’s graphic phrase, ‘‘It is a tremen- 
dous leap in the dark.” A successful barris- 
ter may utterly fall as a Queen’s Counsel. 
The change may be likened unto a doctor 
giving up a lucrative practice in one town for 
another and entirely fresh one somewhere 
else. It is simply a speculation. Inasmuch 
as the laws of professional etiquette forbid 
doing ‘“Junior’s” work, he has practically to 

begin again and work up an entirely fresh 
connection. For this reason it is not uncom- 
mon for successful barristers to fight shy of 
the new dignity, preferring their substantial 

bird in the hand to any speculative ones in 
the bush. 

You Need the Best. 

The Diamond Dyes Color All 
Classes of Goods. 

Diamond Dyes, as far as general usefulness 
is concerned, are far ahead of all the adulter- 
ated package and soap grease dyes now before 
the public. These crude package dyes and 
soap grease mixtures are very limited in their 
powers. 'Tis true, they give a semblance of 
color to thin and flimsy fabrics, but when 
tried on good dress materials and heavier 
goods such as flannels, worsteds, tweeds and 
cloths, they are simply worthless. 
The Diamond Dyes, owing to their great 

powers of penetration, their purity and brill- 
1ancy, are adapted for all classes of goods from 
the thinest gauze to the heaviest’ tweeds. 
This great range of work, possible only to the 
Diamond Dyes, is what has made them so 
popular all over the world. 

f you would do your dyeing work in proper 
style, use the Diamond Dyes. Avoid all im- 
itation package and soap preparations. The 
Diamond Dyes are first and best for home 
use. 

A Six Inch Shell. 
A 6 inch shell came aboard at the close of 

a duel which took place between the ‘‘Texas’ 
and La Socapa battery which is located at the 
western side of the entrance to Santiago har- 
bor. It was the last shoc fired by the bat- 
tery and the only one that reached the ship. 
The shell entered the port side at a point 
just below the lower end of the anchor stick 
where the plating is one and one fourth in. 
thick passed diagonally through the con:part- 
ment, and struck a heavy steel stanchion, 
cutting a piece a foot in length entirely out 
of it. The shell burst at this point and two 
of the larger fragments struck the starboard 
side bulging the stout plating several inches. 
The fragments swept along the side of the 
ship and cut through one of the heavy chan- 
nel irons, massive as a railroad rail, which 
form the framing of the ship, In addition to 
these larzer pieces, the shell burst into a 
shower of lesser fragments, which landed all 
over the starboard side of the compartment 
cutting off rivet heads, scoring the deck and 

plating, and wounding the crew. 
A man who was standing behind the stan- 

chion in the path of the shell was literally 
blown to pieces, and the flying fragments 
wounded eight other men, one gunner being 

struck with no less than 15 pieces. The 
dense smoke produced by the explosion add- 
ed to the confusion and for some minutes the 
whole battery of four 6 pounder guns was 
practically out of action. The smoke poured 
down the ammunition hoists and rolled in 

dense volumes into the forward compart- 
ments of the ship, giving the impression 
that a fire must have been started. 

If this much confusion and destruction can 
be wrought by a single 6-inch shell weighing 
100 pounds, what, one asks would be the ef- 

tect of a 13-inch projeetile, weighing over 
half a ton? Moreover this was a common 
shell, filled with brown powder. A shell 
filled with high explosive would be vastly 
more destructive and one sickens at the 
thought of such diabolical missiles bursting 
in the thickly crowded between-decks of a 

modern ship. Nothing but the very highest 
courage, backed by perfect discipline would 

save a ship's company from panic under such 
scenes of horror as would ensue. 

CHURCH COURTS. 
May Differ and Split Hairs on Doctrinal 

Points, but may Join Hands for Humanity 

in Proclaiming the Virtues of Dr. Agnew's 
Catarrhal Powder. 

Catarrh, that dread menace to humanity, 
attacks the high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the learned and the illiterate, but Dr. Ag- 
new’s Catarrhal Powder is the sovereign cure 
and needs no more reliable testimony of its 
efficacy to cope with and cure this disease 
than that such eminent divines as Rev.W.H. 
Withrow, Methodist; Rev. Mungo Fraser, 
Presbyterian; Bishop Sweatman, and other 
prominent leaders in the Church courts, who 
have over their own signatures testified to its 
virtues. What better evidence for you that 
it will cure you. Sold by Garden Bros. 

Klondike Gold. 
The steamer Roanoke, from St Michael, 

arrived in Seattle on Aug. 30 with 459 pass- 
engers and $4,000,000 in gold dust. This is 
said to be the most valuable cargo which has 
yet come from Alaska. There was a robbery 

on board of three sacks valued at $25,000, 

just before the vessel left St. Michael and 

the gold was not recovered. Of the above 
amount $2,000,000 belonged to the North 

American Transportation & Trading Com- 
pany and $600,000 to the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce of Dawson. 

Cook's Cotton Root Compound 
13 successfully used monthly by over 

10,000 Ladies. Safe, effectual. Ladies ask 
your druggist for Cook’s Cotton Root Com- 

pound. Take no other,as all Mixtures, pills and 
imitations are dangerous. Priee, No, 1, $1 ge 
box; No. 3, 10 degrees stronger, §3 per box. No. 
1 or 2, mailed en receipt of price and two 8-eent 
stamps. The Cook Company Windsor, Ont. 
§¥Nos. 1 and 2 sold and recommended by all 

responsible Druggists in Canada. 

Order by mail or call on Garden Bros., Wood- 
stock, N. B. 

THE WOODSTOCK 

WOODWORKING GOMPANY 
LIMITED. 

——MANUFACT 

Church Pews, 

School Deslks, 

Sheathing, 

Shop Fronts, 

URERS OF—— 

Doors, 

Windows, 

Mouldings, 

Elooxring, 
And every variety of Finish for Houses and Churches. 

Window and Door Screens, 
INCREASED FACILITIES. 

SHINGLES AND CLAPBOARDS FOR SALE. 
A Question of Freight. 

The people of Aroostook Co. have com- 
peting railways, the C. P. R. and the Bangor 
& Aroostook, the latter having been built 

within the past few years. It has been a 

complaint by the shippers of produce that 

they have gained little, if anything, by the 
new competive route, the two railway com- 

panies having agreed on the same freight 

rates. 

It now appears that the Boston and Maine 
Railway Co. which takes over the handling 
of produce from both lines the B. & A. and 
the C. P. R. have made a reduction in the 
rate for potatoes over their line and have 
notified the C. P. R. and the B & A. that 
the revised rate takes effect on Sept. 1st. 
Now,the Presque Isle Star- Herald comes out 
in a leading article and after informing its 
readers of this reduction, which it say, means 
a saving of $17 on every car shipped, advises 
and urges the shippers to give the preference | 
of trade, things being equal, to the B. & A. 
over the C. P. R. on the ground that the 
former is a purely American road, built 
largely with the money of the Aroostook 
people. ‘‘According to our view of the 
matter, on equal terms there is nothing to 
justify giving a single pound of Aroostook 
freight to the Canadian Pacitic in preference 
to the Bangor & Aroostook.” This is a 
matter for the Aroostook people tv decide 
for themselves. It would be well for the C. 
P. R. to note all this, and do whatever it 
can for the interest of Carleton Co. which 
gives every pound of freight to the C. P. R. 
This great railway company can do much to 
ald us in the further development of this 
great county, and, we trust, that the manage- 
ment at this end will note the advice given | 
to the people by the Aroostook press and | 
decide to give their main attention to the 
development of the trade on this side of the 
border. 

STRAWBERRY 
CURES 

DIARRHEA, 
DYSENTERY 

SUMMER 
COMPLAINT. 
Price 35c. at all 

druggists. 
REFUSE SUBSTITUTES, 

THEY ARK 

DANGEROUS, 

DOMESTIC 
FLOUR 

Equally as good as the 

imported article, and 

much cheaper. 

G. A BRITTAIN, Bristol 
LIVERY AND HACK STABLF 

H. E. & Jas. W. Gallagher, Props 

Outfits for commercial travellers, Coaches in at 
vendance at arrival of trains, All kinds of Liver) 
Teams to let at Reasonable Rates. 
&F A First-Class Hearse in connection 

Carlisle Hote. - - Woodstock, N. B. 
N. B.—Orders for oach left at stable or sent by 

elephone will receve prompt attention. 

The Interior 
Decoration 

of your home should have some of your 
attention at this season. Mr. Turner hae 
Just returned from the Toronto Art 
School, and he will be glad to place at 
your disposal what he has learned there. 
Ask us about Alabastine. It is a good 
thing. Let us give you estimates em 
Papering, Painting or Plain Work, 

TURNER & FIELDS. 
“§-JOrders left at Aberdeen Hotel, 

or W. F. Dibblee & Son's Store. 

An Bast Florenceville 
[tem. 

CHARLES M. BURNHAM 
has a fine stock of light summer dress. 
goods and he he is selling them away 
down in price. Prints, Cashmeres, 
Girghams, Outings, Wools, W rappers, 
Undervests, Underwear, Hosiery, Light 
Shoes. 

East Florenceville. 

School Opening ! 
School ‘Books 

School Books 
— 

liverett's Bookstore. 
All the prescribed books required : 

Slates, Scribblers, Copy 

Books, Pencils, Pens, Ink, 

and every Requisite re- 

quired for school. 

W. 5. EVERETT, Wooistos. 
No. 6 Main Street. 

Sereen Doors, 

Screen Windows, 
STYLE and PRICE T0 SUIT. 

Leave your orders early and 

we will fill them promptly. 

At the same time you can ex 

amine our fine line of 

STAIR WORK. 
— 

James E. Barter & Co, 

Avondale, N. B. 

Al 

FOR SALE 
A Mason and Hamlin Cabinet Organ, 2 setts 

reeds, in good condition, suitabe for a small 
church or hall. For price. &e., apply to REV. 'T. 
NEALES, or to H. W. BOURNE, Organist St. 
Luke’s Church. 


