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THR DISPATCE 

A LITTLE OF THE TRUTH. 

Poultney Bigelow Writes From Tampa 

About the Actual Condition of Affairs. 

Harper's Weekly prints the foliowing ar- 

ticle from the pen of Mr. Poultney Bigelow, 

at Tampa, Florida, dated May 22, in refer- 

ence to the unpreparedness of the army of 

the United States: 
Down here we are sweltering day and 

night, with the thermometer 98 in the shade. 

Nobody dares complain, for fear of appearing 

unpatriotic. Still, it will do us no harm to 
hear a little of the truth, for this affair is 

turning out just as officers of .the regular 

army have foreseen. 
Here we are thirty days after the declara- 

tion of war, and not a regiment is yet equip- 

with uniforms suitable for hot weather. 

Cuban patriots and other cigaimakers 
look happy in their big Panama hats and 
loose linen trousers, but the United States 

troops sweat night and day in their cowhide 

boots, thick flannel shirts and winter trousers. 

In addition to this, they wear a tunic at in- 

spections—a piece of torture. 

Who is responsible tor this? 

knows. 
e poor man have to sleep on the ground 

in the heavy, dirty sand Their sweaty 

clothing picks it up, and their food is full of 
it. Every whiff of hot air blows fine dust 

about, and every horse, cart or even passing 

person adds discomfort to men already miser- 

able. How little it would cost to have the 

camp sprinkled once or twice a day! Or, at 
least, the Government might have provided 

rough boards,from which the men could have 

sawed themselves a few feet of flooring. 
We are in the habit of pitying the soldier 

of Europe as badly treated. For downright 

neglect, I have seen nothing to beat the way 

the American is treated by Uncle Sam. 

Who is responsible for this meanness, 

which is seriously affecting the health of our 

men? 

In this hot climate we yearn for fresh fruit 
and vegetables, for anything that will quench 

thirst and at the same time cool the blood. 
Meat and all healing things we try to avoid 

by a wise instinct. The troops, however, are 

supplied with only that which is most un- 

seasonable—greasy pork, and beans of that 
brown quality that makes one ready to spend 

the rest of the day in a watermelon patch. 

The result is that already the camp doctors 

are busy every morning with men and officers, 

The war is thirty days in swing. It took 

less time than that for Germany to put half 

a million well-trained men on the French 

frontier in 1870. To-day we look in vain 

for a single regiment fit to take the field. 
We hear much in the political organs of 

throwing fifty thousand men over into Cuba 

and taking Havana, yet here we are drilling 

recruits and waiting for regiments to fill up. 
The strength of a regiment is nominally 

twelve hundred men. As a matter of fact, 

the average number is less than six hundred. 

Who is responsible? 

Every day raw recruits are dumped down 

here out of an incoming train, and they are 

taken out into the deep sand and made to 
move their legs up and down until exhausted 

nature cries out for rest. Drill sergeants and 

recruits soon lose their taste for calisthenics 

in the roasting pine barrens of Tampa. The 

ordinary man asks why were not these re- 

cruits licked into shape up in the cool North, 

No one 

and sent down properly clothed and armed. 
Who is responsible? If the invasion should 
take place tomorrow, half the men would be 
in civilian dress, raw recruits who had prob- 
ably never before had a gun in their hands. 
Tampa is a seaport town, and, therefore, 

one might have expected that our super. 

heated troops would have been so located as 
to enjoy a salt water bath at least once a day. 
One or two regiments near Port Tampa have 
managed to locate near the beach, but the 
bulk of the troops are so far from the water 

that the journey to and fro robs them of any 
benefit they might otherwise derive from a 

awim. The Government provides them nc 

bath houses, not even a trough at which they 

may take baths by instalments. So far the 

weather has been oppressively hot and dry. 
It will be a miracle if disease does not break 

out when the rains begin. 
While Uncle Sam’s boys are parching for 

fresh food and vegetables, trainloads are 
leaving Florida filled with succulent fruit for 

northern markets. 
The army is lumbered up.with civilian staff 

officers, whose duty it is to see that our men 

are properly located and taken care of. 
In European armies staff officers are se- 

lected from the most highly educated of the 
army. They have to pass special examina- 

tione in order to test their fitness for a variety 
of special duties of the most important kind; 
and of all important duties, the German offi- 

cer regards the care of the men’s health as 
the most important. When a German regi- 
ment marches to war, the staff officer goes 

ahead to lay out a proper camping ground, to 
provide wood and water and in other respects 
to make the regiments about to arrive as 
comfortable as possible. When the weary 
men arrive they have but to cook their 
supper and curl up to sleep. 

The Upited States troops who arrive in 
Tampa are dumped out at a railway siding 

like so many emigrants. No staff officer pre- 
pares anything in advance for them. Regi- 
ments go off in any direction that suits them, 

looking for the nearest place where they may 
cook their pork and beans. 

In no army of Europe, not even in Spain, 
have I seen troops so badly treated through 

the incompetence of staff officers, who today 
are strutting about in new uniforms, when 

they ought to be whistled out of camp as 

frauds. 
Let us turn now from the matter of health 

and comfort to that of military efficiency. 

The war authorities have crowded together 
in and about Tampa several thousand men 
on the plausible pretext that in a big camp 

of this kind the troops could be, exercised in 

large bodies, and the superior officers thus 
get familar with brigade and divisional forma- 

tion. We must bear in mind that most of 
our troops have never since the civil war 

been brought together in larger bodies than 
a few companies at a time. Many colonels 
of regiments have never until this war seen 
all their men together on a parade ground. 
Brigadier-generals have been created who 
have never seen the regiments that are to 

constitute their brigade. We have for this 
war laid out a complicated scheme of army 
organization, and entrusted the working of 

it ia most instances to men who scarcely 

know the manual of arms. 
Let us tell the truth—disagreeable as it is. 

We are strong enough to bear it, and to pro- 

fit by it. 
While the nation has been patriotically 
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CURE For: THE 
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Dr. Agnew’s Cure for the Heart—The 
(Greatest of Heart Healers—Relieves 
in Thirty Minutes. 

Testimony bears it out that in many cases of heart 

disease which have been treated for years by phy- 

sicians and pronounced hopeless this wonderful 

remedy has proved the life-saver—not a cure-all 

—it’s a heart specific—so potent—=so quick in re- 

lieving—no remedy known to medical science to- 

day specifically for the heart has so honestly filled 

which it was formulated—and the 

claim is borne out by the testimony of thousands of 

cured ones and the endorsation of most eminent 

physicians on the continent—If there is uneasiness 

about the heart—shortness of breath—fluttering— 

smothering 

tendency, any or all of these denote heart derange- 

sensations — dropsical 

ment—and neglect of the slightest symptoms may result in sudden 

taking of—one dose relieves in thirty minutes in most acute cases. 

DR. ACNEW'S CATARRHAL POWDER—Painless and pleasant to use—attacks 
the disease like magic—clears the nasal passages—allays the inflam- 

mation and heals the affected parts—the only known remedy that gives 

quick reliefand a permanent cure in cases of catarrh—hay fever—sore 

throat—tonsilitis and catarrhal deafness. 

DR. ACNEW'S OINTMENT —Simple and effective remedy for itching, blind 

and bleeding piles—and all burning, itching, stinging or disfiguring skin 

diseases—one application gives instant relief. 

Dr. Agnow's Liver Pills cure constipation — sick headache — biliousnoss — 

dizzincss—loss of appetite and dyspepsia—littie pills—littio dosss—20cts. 

Sold by Garden Bros. 
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CHASE’S 

OINTMENT 

MR. THOS. DOLPHIN, TARA, ONT., 
says: ‘‘I had Itching Piles for about 
ten or twelve years, and tried every- 
thing I could hear or read of, and found 
that nothing did me any good. Mr. 
Hilburn, the druggist, gave me a 
sample box of Chase's Ointment, and 
from the first application I found relief, 
and was able to go to bed and sleep. i 
then purchased one box and that one 
cured me so that I have not been afflict- 
ed since, and that is over a year ago.” 

CURES | 

PILES. 
60 Cents a Box. 
By all dealers, or 

Edmanson, Bates & Co., 
Toronto, Ont, 

voting men ond 1 money for this campaign of 

alleged philanthropy, promotions have not 
been made wholly from deserving officers 

whose lives have beer spent in active military 
work, but from the ranks of politicians, who 

may have had a smattering of militia drill, or 

may have worn a uniform forty years ago. 

Today, thirty days after the declaration of 
war, there has not been held at Tampa a 

single military field exercise likely to be of 

service to generals of brigades or divisions, 

let alone an army corps. The main reason 
is, no doubt, that there are no brigadiers or 

major-generals in Tampa who would know 
how to go to work in the matter. 
General Wheeler, for instance, is supposed 

to be the dashing leader of a cavalry division, 
I admire the venerable warrior of the Con- 
federacy, and his appointment is a beautiful 
tribute to the new spirit pervading North 

and South. Bat his place is in Washington, 
on the Strategic Board, rot in the field, 

where young blood is needed. Besides, to 

put General Wheeler in charge of troops to- 
day is like putting on board a modern iron- 

clad a naval officer whose knowledge of the 

sea was gained exclusively in the days of 

Faragut. 
What is now imperative, if the troops are 

to be brought into an efficient condition, is 
to put them at once on transports and bring 
them up north to a big camp of exercise on 
the most bracing part of our coast, say about 

Narragansett. Here they could be properly 
drilled in anticipation of an invasion of Cuba 
in November. 
Here generals might learn the elementary 

duties of their new grades. Instead of men 
losing their vitality from day to day, as they 
are at present doing, they would be storing 

up health. 
Up in the North the people would more 

readily see the gross manner in which our 
brave troops are being exploited by politi- 
cians. If people up North could see what I 
have been seeing, there would be a cry of 
indignant protest throughout the country. 

There is a German military attached at 
Tampa noting all these things, and what is 

concealed from the American people in the 
North is carefully sent to Europe. 

Nothing, I am sure, is so well calculated 
to encourage Spain in her obstinate resist- 
ance as the knowledge that our military re- 

sources are oeing squandered as recklessly 
as were those of France in 1870. 

Finally, let us insist that, for the success- 
ful conduct of war, there must be one man, 

and one man only, responsible for the com- 
mand. Today no oue is in command. [here 
are half a dozen people in Washington pre- 
tending to be directing operations. General 

Miles sits at the War Department, with no 
more influence than his doorkeeper. 
There is no head to the army. The rail- 

way, telegraph, steamship and other corpori- 
tions are getting fat out of this war; so are 
all contractors who deal with politics. The 
more inefficient the army, the better it suits 

them. 
Even as late as January this year our 

representatives declined to vote most press- 
ing measures for making our fighting forces 

adequate. When the war came not a single 
regiment of our army was at its full strength, 

not a single gun at Sandy Hook was provided 
with ammunition, not a single mine was 

ready to be put down in the channel of our 
greatest seaport. Our press cried: “On to 
Havana!” just as the Paris press cried: “‘A 
Berlin!” yet at the same tine not a single 
regiment of either regulars or volunteers was 
equipped for war. 

Pile Terrors Swept Away. 

Dr. Agnew’s ointment stands at the head 

as a reliever, healer, and sure care for Piles 

in all forms. Oae application will give com- 
fort in a few minutes, and three to six days’ 

application according to directions will cure 
chronic cases. It relieves all itching and 
burning skin diseases in a day.—35 cents. 
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When the most insignificant person tells 
us we are wrong, we ought tc listen. Let us 
believe it possible we may be wroug when 
anyone supposes we are, and enter into re- 
newed examination of the matter with a 
grateful spirit. 

THE WOODSTOCK 

WOODWORKING GOMPANY 
LIMITED. 

——MANUFACTURERS OF— 

Church Pews, Doors, 

School Deslikss, Windows, 

Sheathing, Mouldings, 

Shop EFronts, Flooring, 

And every variety of Finish for Houses and Churches. 

Window and Door Screens, 

INCREASED FACILITIES. 

SHINGLES AND CLAPOARDS FOR SALE. 

CONFEDERATION LIFE 
ASSOGIATION 

OF TORONTO. 

Established 1871. -= Income $1,200,000. 

Policies Unconditional. Extended Insurance and 

Paid Up Policy after TEN years. Low Rates. 

Profits Unexcelled. 

WENDELL P. JONES, 
Special Agent. 

G. W. PARKER, 

Gen. Agent. 

WE WILL MAKE YOU 

A Suit from Scotch, Engiish, or 
Domestic Tweeds, at a lower 
price than you can get the same 
quality of goods in town. We 
excel in Style, Fit and Workman- 
ship. 

W. B. NICHOLSON, 

Merchant Tailor. 
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BICYCLES FOR SEASON 1898. 
We have now in iat the \ alii CLEVELAND, 

BARON and BARONESS, DUKE and DUCHESS. 

Our prices range from $35 to $70. 

All our wheels are guaranteed, and we would re- 4 
Pr ~ 

spectfully ask intending purchasers to call and inspect “8 
our stock before purchasing. WZ: 

Correspondence solicited. Catalogues furnished on 95 

application. FZ We have a few second hand Bicycles & 

that we offer at a very low price to clea A vi 

W.F. DIBBLEE & SON. 
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