———

THE DISPATCH

NOTABLE CASES HINGED
ON HANDWRITING,

The testimonygiven by handwriting experts
will be put to a severe test when the case of
Roland B. Molineux, accused cf sending a
package containing poison to Harry Cornish,
comes to trial. In the inquest the spectacle
of six handwriting experts coming forward
and, on the strength of comparisons of hand.
writing alone, declaring that Molineux was
the guilty man was witnessed. These six ex-
perts are expected to go on the stand
again and reiterate their statements. The
result of the Molineux trial will do much to
determine the value of evidence of *his char-
acter.

Some very complicated cases have been
unravelled during the last fifteen years by
handwriting experts. One of the most
famous cases of this kind was the Dodge libel
suit, tried at Plymouth, N. H., in 1885. J.
A. Dodge was the president of the Boston,
Concord, and Montreal railroad, aul a man
of considerable wealth. He had as confiden-
tial man and secretary one Henry Raymond,
a man of excellent reputation, who was
superintendent of the local Sunday school
and a highly esteemed citizen of Plymouth.
In 1882 Mr. Dodge went to California for his
health. He returned a few months later and
in August of the same year died. A few
hours before his death a cheque for $2,500,
signed by him, was presentedat a local bank
by Raymond, and cashed without question.
The cheque was dated a few days before Mr.
Dodge died. Immediately after the funeral
Raymond presented a note for $5,000, signed
by Dodge, to the widow, requesting immedi-
ate payment. He explained that Mr. Dodge
had given him the cheque and the note, as a
rewatd for his lifelong devotion to his in-
terests. Mrs. Dodge, who enjoyed her hus-
band’s full confidence, denounced him as a
forger and a fraua. It was very strange, she
said, that her husband had never spoken to
her about the matter, ana she declined to
honour the note. The matter got into the
newspapers, and there were expressions of
sympathy with Raymond. Mrs. Dodge was
accused of trying to defraud him out of the
reward her husband had planned for him.
She replied by denouncing Raymond as a
swindler. Then Raymond made his first
mistake. He began an action for libel, plac-
ing damages at $5,000 and a secord action to
recover the amount of, the note alleged t»
hive been given to him by Mr. Dodge.

For the first few days of the trial of the
libel suit it looked as though Mrs. Dodge
was hopelessly beaten. Witness after wit-
ness, all men who were familiar with Mr.
Dodge’s handwriting, went on the stand and
declared that the signatures on the cheque
and the note were genuine. Mrs. Dodge's
friends advised her to give up, but she refus-
ed to. In open court she again denounced
Raymond and declared that she would prove
her allegations before she got through. When
the plaintiff finally rested he had made out
a strong case. Mrs. Dodge made little head.-
way against him at first. She had engaged
Daniel Ames of this city, as an expert and
the turning point was reached whea he was
put on the stand. After an examination of
the exhibits in the case, Mr. Ames came to
the conclusion that poth cheque and note
were forgeries. He produced enlarged photo-
graphs of Mr. Dodg’s signature to his will
and other signatures to the cheque and note.
He pointed out differences that would uever
be noticed by a laymin and illustrated
them on a blackboard in court. He pro-
duced a letter written by Mr. Dodge in Cali-
fornia to Mr. Raymoud and showed beyond
question that the figuers*-26” and the word
“Raymond” in the note were made by hold-
ing the note, which was on thin paper, over
the letter and tracing them. He also show-
ed on the blackboard twenty-eight capital Ds,
made in letters, notes and cheques written
by Mr. Dodge and compared them with the
D in the siguature to the note preseated to
the widow by Raymond. The expert convine-
ed the jury and the spectators in the court.
room in five minutes that Mr. Dodge did]
not write the D in the signature to the note.

The distinctions made by the expert were
based almost entirely on infinitesimal differ-
ences in the shadings and loops. In the mat-
ter of the letter D the expert brought out his
strongest evidence. He showed that every
D written by Mr. Dodge in notes and letters,
the genuineness of which was not questioned,
could be exactly boxed in an exact square,
with some portion of the letter touching the
sides and the top and bottom. The Ds in
the note and cheque would not fit in a square;
in fact, it took all kinds of angles to make a
box for the Ds which would allow of some
portion of the letters touching each side and
the top and bottom. Yet before they were
boxed the letters were so much alike that no
difference could be discerned by the inexpert
eye. There was a complete change of senti-
ment among the people of Plymouth after
Mr. Ames testimony was in. The very peo-
ple who had been abusing Mrs. Dodge ran
to congratulate her and Raymond found
himself without » friend. His attorneys
threw up the case and surrendered the forged
uote to Mrs. Dodge. Raymond was arrested

at once, charged with forgery and only escap-
ed the penitentiary by jumping his bail.

An even more interesting case which was
solved by Mr. Ames involved the will of the
Miser Paine in this city in 1886. Here
a deliberate attempt to get away with some-
thing like half a million dollars was made.
When quite a young man James H. Paine
was a clerk in a Boston business house. He
speculated with the money and everything
he touched turned to gold. He soon became
a very wealthy man. Then he became a
miser. He went around the street in rags,
lodged in a garret with a French family on
the west side who took him in out of pure
charity and lived on the leavings which res-
aturant keepers gave him. There was only
one thing that he would spend money on;
that was music. He was passionately fond of
music, and for years was a familiar figure in
lobby of the Academy of Music during the
opera season. He would go there early in
in the evening and beg people to pay his
way in. If he didn’t tind a philanthropist
he wculd buy a ticket himself, but he never
gnve up hope until he knew that the curtain
had risen. Finally Paine was run over by a
cab in Broadway. He was taken to a hos-
pital but he made such & fuss about staying
there that he was finally removed to his gar-
ret home. He died there in a few days.
Then a man came foreward with a power of
attorney which he said Paine gave him in
1885 and which authorized him to take charge
of Paine’s interest in the estate of hls brother
Robert Treat Paine. The closing paragraph
empowerd him to’attend to all of Paine’s busi-
ness and to dispose of his property without
consulting anybody in the event of anything
happening to him. Nothing was then known
of Paine’s possessions. Later Chickering the
piano man came foreward and said that some
years before Paine gave him a package wrap-
ped in an old bandanna handkerchief for safe
keeping. He had opened this package and
fonnd that it contained £300,0001n bank notes
Other possessions were also found.

When the holaer of power of atrorney
sought to get possession of this
property some  distant  relatives of
Paine attacked the genuineness of the docu-
ment. 1t was finally placed in the hands of
Mr. Ames, who showed that, while the great-
er part of the paper was genuine,the sentence
giving the holder the power to act for the
dead man in all matters and to dispose of his
property as he saw fit was forged. The only
power of attoruey ever given by Paine was
in the matter of his brother’s estate. Mr.
Ames proved the forgery by making compari-
sons before a jury.

Another famous case that hinged on the
testmony of handwriting experts was the
Davis will conspiracy, where the swindlers
came near getting away with $13,000,000.
Andrew J. Davis was a Massachusetts man.
He went to California in the late forties with
a bad case of gold fever. He made some
money there and afterwar1l lived successively
in Towa, Indiana, and Michigan. Lacer he
moved to Montana, where he accumulated a
fortune of $13,000,000. He died there in
1800, a single man. His next-of-kin were
three brothers Irwin, Calvin, and John A.
Davis, four sisters and several grand-children.
For some time after his death it was under-
stood that he died intestate and it was practi-
cally agreed among the heirs to divide the
estate. The fact that he had left no will was
apparently settled by several friends, who
said that Davis had told them shortly before
his death that he had not made a will, and
by an old friend and business associate ramed
Knight, who said that he hai made a will for
Mr. Davis in 1880, but had afterwards de-
stroyed it at Mr. Davis’ command. Davis
told Knight at the time that he would never
make another will, as he preferred to let the
law divide his estate. Shortly after Mr Davis’
death letters of administration on his estate
were issued to John A. Davis, his brother,
despite the protests of the other heirs. John
had been administrator for about a month
when news came from the backwoods of
Davis county, Ia., that a will drawa up
twenty-five years before by Mr. Davis, in
which he bequeathed all his property to his
**dear brother John,” had been discovered.
There was a howl from the other heirs at once,
and they showed that if there was one re-
lative that was not dear to the dead million-
aire, it was this same brother John, with
whom he had frequent quarrels.

The newly discovered will left all to John,
with the exception of some wmoney for the
maintenance of “T. J. and Pet Davis,”
alleged to be natural children of A. J. Davis
aud a Miss Burgett. The execators named
to carry out the provisions of the will were
James Davis and his son Job, who were in
no way related to A. J. Davis. Both had
been dead long when the will was produced
and the only lhiving witness was one J. C.
Sconce. Of course, the validity of the wili
was attacked. On the trial Scence told the
story of how 1t was drawn in great detail.
There wasn’t a thing about it that he didn’t
seem to remember. The heirs alleged that
the will was a forgery and that it was drawn
by James R. Eddy, a nephew of Job Davis.
Eddy figured as the discoverer of the will,
but 1t developed that neither he nor anybody
elss in Davis county, Ia., had ever mention-
ed the subject of a will uncil the news of

A. J. Davis' death and the fact that he had
left an estate valued at $13,000,000 found its
way out to Towa. Mr. Ames was called 1n.
He first dug up the fact that Job Davis, who,
Sconce said, wrote the will, was a man of
some education, and, at any rate, a good
speller. The spelling in the will was
execrable. Here are some samples ‘‘Guive”
for give, ‘“‘wherther’” for whether, ‘‘sheat”
for sheet, ‘‘shal” for shall, and ‘“‘warldly”
for worldly.

Then the expert declared that the paper on
which it was written was comparatively new,
but that it had been steeped.in coffee and to-
bacco to give it an antique appearance, also
that the edges had been scalloped with a
knife ,or scissors and then grated down, to
give the appearance of having crumbled from
age. Then the paper had Leen partially car-
borized by heat and punctured with pin holes
in simulation of holes which often appear in
the creases of old paper.

Mr. Ames next showed that the signature
to the will was written before the body of
the document was put it. This was clear
from the crowding of the last few lines, aad
the reason for it was obvious. It was neces-
sary to get a satisfactory signature before
writting the body of the will. By comparing
the will with two other wills which Eddy ad-
mitted having drawn, Mr. Ames showed the
same misspelling in all three of the docu-
ments. Then he began making handwriting
comparisons, and aftar two days he and the
other handwriting experts employed on the
case convinced everyhody of the fraudulent
character of the will. But one juryman hung
out for the will and couldn’t be induced to
change. So there was a disagreement. The
case was set down for a new trial, but it
never came off, and it was understood that
the legal heirs finally divided the millions

left by A. J. Davis.

Among lawyers and legal experts handwrit-
ing evidence is not regarded very highly.
The lawyers do not place very much confid-
ence in it, and the handwriting experts have
had a long struggle for recognition. Ina
number of cases they have not been allowed
to testify at all, but in this State and in Cali-
fornia, as recent events have shown, they
have won a place, and a great deal of atten-
tion has been given to their deductions. The
handwriting experts themselves claim to have
their profession down so fine that they can
pass accurately on all samples given to them
if they are allowed a reasonable time, and
do not believe it possible to make a mistake.
William J. Kinsley. whe has attained some
promirence in the Mclineux case, summed
up the position of the experts as follows:—

“I believe, with Disraeli, that nature has
given every individual a distinct sort of hand-
writing, ss she has given him a peculiar coun-
tenance, voice and manners. Few persons
who have not carefully investigated the n a‘-
ter of individuality in handwriting can under-
stand how the telltail peculiarities, which we
call characteristics, are so thoroughly identi-
fied with the handwriting of the individual.
People don’t even know the peculiarities of
their own handwriting until they are pointed
out tothem. These peculiarities are acquired
in much the same way as peculiarities of voice,
gesture and manner, by countless repetitious,
until they become fixed as unconscious habits.

The innumerable combinations of letters
and strokes give such a variety than duplica-
tion of any quantity of one person’s hand-
writing by another is jimpossible, and the
comparison of handwriting has been reduced
to almost a mathametical certainty. If two
pieces of writing are to be compared, the gen-
uine piece is first closely examined by the ex-
pert for peculiarities or characteristics. Every
point is noted, size, slant, speed, spicing,
movement, regulation of letters, parts of
letters and words. Then the disputed hand-
writing is examined, and if the same charac-
teristics are noted, tbere is no doubt that one
person wrote both pieces.

A forger cannot avoid that of which he has
no knowledge—he does not step arouni that
which he does nor see. There are four things
which are impossible to the forger—to know
all the characteristies of the hand he wishes
to simulate; to be able accurately to repro-
duce them if he should see them; to know all
the characteristics of his own hand, and to
sink his own individuality and drop the char-
acteristics of his own hand at will. In spite
of skill, conception, and practice he will fail
to see ali the characteristics of tne hand he is
imitating, he will not reproduce all that he
sees, and in addition, is sure to infuse some
of his own characteristics into the forgery.
In writing a single name the forger often be-
trays himself.

¢ Pictorial effect will deceive anybody. A
forgery is bound to look like the original,
and those who judge writing by pictoral ef-
fect cannot avold being deceived. But com-
parison on the hnes I have mentioned will
reveal any forgery. It is infallible. No
stronger proof that handwriting is eatirely
an unconscious product, produced without
any reflex action, can be given than the fact
that in cases of double consciousness the writ-
ing retains its normal character. I tested
this once by having a man write a line, an1
later, while in a hypootic state, write the
same line over again. The writing was pre-
cisely the same down to the smallest charac-
teristic.

“In recent years the work of handwriting
experts has done so much to explode great
frauds and to bring swindlers to a halt that I
cannot understand why our deductions are
not more generally accepted as accurate,
However, it takes time to convince people,
but | dont think it will be long before ‘he
public will believe that what a competent ex
pert says about specimens of handwriting he
has carefully examined is true, no matter
how much hangs ou his decisions.”—New
York Sun.
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SCROFULOUS SORES
Mrs. Annie Wright, Derham Centre, Ont, writes:

“I had Scrofnla so bad that my face was all one
running sore. 1 tried Burdock Blood Bitters and
bufoae had taken six bottles I was completely
cured.”

YOU WILL FIND

THE BEST LINE OF

EATING CHOCOLATES!

In town at the CENTRAL GROCERY.

C. M. SHERWOOD & BRO.

WOODSTOCK.

Ask your grocer for

BEDDY'S

“EAGLE” PARLOR MATCHES 200s

do do do 100s
“VICTORIA” do do 65s
“LITTLE COMET” do do

The finest in the world. No brimstone.

The E. B. EDDY CO. Limited.

EHall, P. Q.

oONFEDERATION LIFE
ASSOGIATION.

2N TOUOBMOINIC).
Established 1871, - Income §1,200,000.

Policies Unconditional. Extended Insurance and
Paid Up Policy after TEN years.

Profits Unexcelled.

Low Rates.

G. W. PARKER,
Gen. Agent.

WENDELL P. JONES,
Special Agent.
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I am a farmer located near Stony Brook, one of the most malarious
districts in this State, and was bothered with malaria for years, at times
so I could not work, and was always very constipated as well. For
years | had malaria so bad in the spring, when engaged in plowing,
that I could do nothing but shake. | must have taken about a barrel
of quinine pills besides dozens of other remedies, but never obtained
any permanent benefit. Last fall, in peach time, I had_a most serious
attack of chills and then commenced to take Ripans Tabules, upon a
friend’s advice, and the first box made me all rnight and | have never
been without them since. [ take one Tabule each morning and night
and sometimes when I feel more than usually exhausted 1 take three in
a day.® They have kept my stomach sweet, my bowels regular and |
have not had the least touch of malaria nor splitting headache since |
commenced using them. 1 know also that I sleep better and wake up
more refreshed than formerly. [ don’t know how many complaints
Ripans Tabules will help, but I do know they will cure any one in the
condition I was and I would not be without them at any price. |
honestly consider them the cheapest-priced medicine in the world, as
they are also the most beneficial and the most convenient to take.
I am twenty-seven years of age and have worked hard all my life, the
same as most farmers, both early and late and in all kinds of weather,
and I have never enjoyed such good health as |1 have since last fall; in
fact, my neighbors have all remarked my improved condition and have

said, *“Say, John, what are you doing to look so healthy 7"

WANTED.—A case of bad health that R'I'P'A*N'S will not benefit. They banish %Mn and prolong lifa

Onegivesrelief. Notethe word R I'P*A*N‘8 on the package and accept no su stitute. R'I'P*A°N*3
10 for 5 cents or twelve packets for 48 cents, may be had at any d:!rg store. Ten samples and one thoe
sand testimonials will be mailed to any address for § cents, forw ed to the Ripans Chemical Co., N¢

Y Spruce St.,, New York.

In Spring

Cleaning

Whiting, Paints,
Ala,bastine. Leads.

General Builders Hardware.
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You will require

Kalsomine, Oils,

I HAVE THEM ALL.

M. 8. SUTTON, Andovwverx.




