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" STAY-AT-HOME HEROISM.

BY THE REV. D. J. FRASER, LL. D.

An Address Delivered in the Opera House, Fred-
ericton, N. B., at the Recent Convention of
Young People’s Societies.

The great experience through which our
nation has lately been passiug is as a search-
light turned upon the common hfe of the
people, revealing a whole area of character
that usually lies hilden, and making to stand
out with startling distinctness motives which
generally escape observation. In times of
peace patriotism often seems to have lost its
vitality and passion. It finds expression in
oceasional prefunctory cheers or spiritless
verses or speeches devoid of any serious en-
thusiasm. But let war once threaten the
safety and hooor of the Empire or impose
dangérous duties upon 1ts people, and straight-
way the smouldering fire bursts into flame
and men rush into the face of danger as if it
were a joy to die. We have often been heard
complainiug of the people about us as com-
monplace and uninteresting; but the national
crisis has .nade us realize that we have been
living all along in the midst of heroes. The
names of a few men who have played the
hero in South Africa are on all tongues; but
what is far more impressive to my mind than
the daring deeds of these outstanding per-
sonalities is the courage and endurance of
the rank and file, the universal heroism of
the common soldiers. These men whose
names are household words in every remote
part of the Empire are exceptional not in
their deeds but in their opportunities. They
are not solitary but representative. Their
resolute courage and splendid daring would
have won no achievement had these qualities
not been matched by the enthusiasm of the
These heroes did not raise themselves
above their surroundings; they lived in an
atmosphere of heroism. The great man
never springs forth from an environment of
littleness. A man may be noble indeed
among the ignoble. His courage may flash
forth with splendid brilhancy in an atmos-
phere mirky with cowardice, but his ex-
ceptional heroism achieves nothing. The
bravery of the leaders, if it is to be effective,
must be supported by the bravery of those
who follow.

The latent possibility of heroism in lives
which are obscure and commonplace is one
of the most significant revelations of the re-
cent national experience; and this it is that
invests the war now happily drawing to a
close with such dignity and pathos. Young
men who have been living in obscurity
among ourselves, whose names were hardly
known upon our streets, who toiled day by
day at humble trades, have gone forth and
won the admiration of the world. Some of
those who had apparently been wasting their
lives in the large cities have died like heroes
on the field. The fine stuff of which they
were made was only revealed in the supreme
hour of danger. In the great crisis they cast
off selfishness ard frivolity as a mask and
stood forth as men wmade in the image of
God. It is not the exceptional heroism of
the distinguished few but the common hero-
ism of the average soldier that won the great
victories in South Africa. What could Baden-
Powell have done to save Mafeking, if it had
not been for the pluck of the unknown men
who were with him? He might have left a
splendid éxample of personal heroism, but it
would have been fruitless. What couid
Roberts have done to follow up his successes
with such startling rapidity as demoralised
the enemy, if it had not been for the splen-
did fashion in which the men—and our own
Canadian boys among them—adapted them-
selves to the fatigues and discomforts and
hardships of the campaign? White could
not have withstood the Boers pressing upon
Ladysmith if his robust endarance had not
been matched by the unrepining patience of
the men who were under him. The commna
heroism of the multitude who bore the brunt
of the tremendous strain without any poss-
ibility of distinction or recoguition or reward
—this is the phase of the war on which one
‘éelights to dwell—because it is this that .not
{ only lends glory to the campaign but invests
our common humanity with true nobility.
Toe war has revealed the average man as
capable of splendid heroism when the call for
heroes comes.

Is not all this a parable of our life at home
in times of peace? Have we in our humble
and obscure place no chance to be heroic?
Must we not by plodding industry and patient
endurance and the practice of all the robust

ves support the leaders in the moral
fight? No life among us is so insignificant
and commonplace that it cannot reflect the
glory of our humanity. We need not wait
for occasions to manifest the military virtues.
Our time and place eall for plain living and
high thinking; and these, the supreme vir-
tues for an age of peacs, require a heroism as
great as that which saved Mafeking or cap-
tured Pretoria. It is easier, perhaps, to play
the hero, under the excitemeut of the battle
field than amid the temptasions of social ease.
The young woman who gives herself without
a murmur to the common task and trivial
round of a humble life, and without envy of
others or desire for social recognition stays in
her owa obscure place and does her own un-

men.

noticed work, has precisely the type of hero-
ism that saved the besieged cities of South
Africa. To go to battle with bugle call and
beating drums is comparatively easy to any
healthy young man; but to stay at home and
be of service, to stay in business and be ab-
solutely truthful, to stay in politics and be
immaculately clean, to stay even in the pulpit
in these days and be intellectually honest,
this is hard indeed. TIhis, however, is the
common heroism to which we stay-at-homes
are summoned. This is the every-day patriot-
ism that demands our service. And this
quiet heroism of the home and office and
market place is what alone will save our be-
loved nation from the inner foes that threat-
en her dissolution.

The Prime Minister of Great Britain in
his recent advocacy of the formation of rifle
clubs throughout the United Kingdom re-
minded his hearers that every great maritime
power had been destroyed not by sttacks on
its distant possessions but by a “blow direct-
ed at its heart.” And this is true of every
nation in a different sense from what Lord
Salisbury intended; and reminds us of the
only method of national security. The dan-
gers that heset our beloved Empire are not
the rebels or foreigners in some far-distant
continent across the seas, but the moral foes
that insidiously lurk in our quiet midst and
subtly attack the very heart of our nation.
It was moral corruption that long ago caused
the dectine and fall of Rome. It was the
pride and selfishness of its Colonial policy
that brought about in recent days the rain of
Spain. Commercial dishonesty, social im-
purity, political corruption, these are the
alarming foes that threaten the stability of
our Empire, for the throne can be establish-
ed only by rightezousness; and I am sure that
no thoughtful man can regard with complac-
ency the political ana social aud commercial
life of our own Dominion. Is there no call
for heroism 1n our own peaceful and seeming-
ly prosperous land, right here in Canada,
where certain recognised leaders of thought
dare publicly teach that a sensitive conscience
must be left without the office or shop—that
there is no room in practical politics for the
lofty idealistics of Jesus—that a sober right.
eous and godly life is impracticable in this
present world; right here where one is made
to blush for the daring rascality of prominent
legislators and when even the sacred inde-
pendence of our Judicial institutions and the
dignity of oar seats of learning are not always
safe from the designs of unscrupulous politi-
cians 7  Our young men may go to battle and
cheerfully lay down their lives on the African
veldt in defence of the integrity of the Em-
pire, but their patriotism will only throw
into bold relief by contrast our disloyalty and
cowardice, if we easily acquiesce ir the evils
at our own doors and make no effort to pre-
serve our nation from the moral blows direct-
ed at her heart. The leaders in moral re-
form, the prophets who litt up their voice
like a trumpet and show the people their
sins, the politicans who risk all chance of
power and promotion by indignant protest
against party impurity, all honor to these;
but at best they can leave us only a splendid
example of high minded but fruitless endea-
vor unless they are supported by the common
heroism of the rank and file of the people.
It almost seems as if we had fallen oo a
moral lethargy. No daring attempt to de-
grade our institutions any longer startles us.
Ballot boxes may be stuffed, politicians
bought and sold, the administration of justice
hiizdered, and we show no concern. 1Isthere
not a practical danger that the events tran-
spiring in other continents, in Africa and
China,—events of world wide importaunce it
is true—should over shadow our home affairs,
that the admiration of our representatives
abroad shounld usurp the place of thought
about our domestic duty, that the military
qualities should eclipse in our esteem the in-
dustrial virtues? Is 1t a patriotic thing for
us to send our men to end the oppression of
a foreign oligarchy, while we at home make
no eftort to perpetuate the glorious inheri-

tance of freedom and justice and representa

tive governmert that has been bequeathed
tous? We may wave our flags and applaud
our returning soldiers and listen to wuch
high patriotic oratory; but we are cowards
and traitors, thoroughly disloyal tc British
institutions and to the heavenly vision that
claims the allegiance of our nation, if we are
so enslaved by social conventionalities or so
wedded to political party or so afraid of
financial failure as to lower our standards in
any department of our national life to suit
the doubtful methods of the time.

There is a splendid chance for the common
heroism in the life of all of us, however ob-
scure or commonplace that life may seem.
There are rebels lurking in our own natures
that only the hero can overcome. Just to be
a decent citizen 1n these days, a good neigh-
bour, a useful member of society, in any true
sense of the term, calls for considerable
courage. Just to stay at our appointed tasks
and to do them heartily, seeking no recogni-
tion or reward, demands the stuff of heroes.
To carry high principle into business, a lofty
disinterestedness into politics, a purifying
sympathy into social life, a spiritual rever-
ence into religion, this is the duty of the
hour for all true patriots at home. We can-
not afford to live on the glory which has
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been achieved by our representatives on the
battle field. Their glory will only be our
shame unless we carry similar pluck and dar-
ing and sacrifice into the work which God has
given us to do, the work of building up in
this fair land a stable and prosperous com-
monwealth. Patriotism is something not only
for time of war and seasons of danger from
foreign invasion. Love of country may be
made a motive for every humble life in any
obscure position; and we must uever allow
the dazzling glory of military achievement to
blind us to the supreme value of the in-
dustrial virtues. It is the universal heroism
of our people, high and low, that will render
poseible any lasting successes by the leaders
in the fight: and in the final reckoning, the
quite patience, and silent endurance and
strenuous pluck of the unnoticed multituaes
will not be forgotten or unrewarded, any
more than the daring deeds and brilliant
victories of the leaders. We may not win
fame on the battle field but we can do really
patriotic work in our obscurity. We may
not receive the applause of the multitudes
for splendid achievement; but we can with-
out envy or murmuring take up the lowly
tasks appointed us, and by doing them
heartily as unto the Lora, contribute our
quota to the national pile. And because our
lives are obscure and our work is unnoticed,
there is the greater cal! for heroism and there

will be at last the greater reward.
R e s

The Green Sickness.

Girls who lack sufficient nerve force to develop
into healthy womanhood become pale, w (,d.]\. ner-
vous and irritable. They have chlorosis or *‘green
sickness” and can only be cured when the nerves
are restored and revitalized and the blood made
rich by using Dr Chase’s Nerve Food, the great re-
storative in pill form. 1t makes pale, weak women
and girls healthy, rosy and plump. Note increase
in weight while mkmg it.

The Matter of Food.

Prof. Atwater, of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, 1s busy investi-
gating the dietaries of the people of that
country, and has arrived at some astonishing
conclusions, although his investigations are
far from cowplete. He has found tamilies
who on an expenditure of one hundred
dollars a years for food live better than other
families, containing the same numbear of
persons, live on twelve hundred dollars, and
he concludes that carelessness or ignorance
in the purchase of food and bad cooking are
responsibe for much hardship, ill-health and
family discord. Eating is as much a matter
of habit as sleeping, smoking tobacco or
drinking beer. Sleeping is & necessity, but
every individual must decide for himself how
much sleep will suffice; because it is the cus-
tom of civilization to eat three meals a day is
no evidence that three meals a day are nec-
essary. People in sume places have lived on
two meals a day and kept their health and
strength just as well as others who had four
meals a day, while others have restricted
themselves to a diet of vegetables and fruit
with the same result. Of necessary food 1t
is doubted if few men consume more than
860 worth a year, but the cook can waste
and Jlestroy an ¢qual amont and still be con
sidered a rather econowmical person. Fifty
dollars will buy, or its equivalent, for this is
not intended as a bill of fare: 1 barrel flour,
100 pounds of oatmeal, 100 pounds of corn-
meal, 50 pounds of rice, 100 pounds of meats
and fish, 50 pounds of sugar, 12 pounds of
tea, 00 pounds of butter, eggs, etc.;and leave
about $20 to be expended for fruits and suu-
dries. Of necessary food very few men con-
sume more.

INSTANT RELIEF.

Mr. Robt. Jennings, Mansfield, Ont., writes:
“T have used one bottle ot Dr. Low’s Toothache
Gum for severe toothache, and received instant
relief. Besides this, it acted as a splendid tem-
porary filling. Price 10c.

“T had a mind to go to the seashore.”

**You changed your mind ?”

“Yes. I have now half a mind to go to
the mountains and halt a mind to stay at
home."”—Detroit Iournul

All the lung healing ropertxes ot the pine are
bottled up in Dr. Woog Norway Pine Syruap.

It is the most satisfactory remedy for coughs and
colds of all kinds. Purice 25¢.

Intercolonial Railway.
TENDER FOR STATION AT LEVIS.

Sealed Tenders addressed to the undersigned
and marked on the outside ‘“Tender for Levis
Station” will be received until seventeen o’clock

TUESDAY 7HE 25th pay or SEPTEMBER, 1900,

for the construction of a new Station Building at
Levis, Quebec.

Plans and specifications may be seen on and
after the 8th day of September, 1900, at the As-
sistant Engineer’s Office, Levis “It.ntl(m, and at
the Chief Engineer’s Office, Moncton, N. B.,
where forms of tender may be obtained.

All the conditions of the specification must be

complied with.
D. POTTINGER,
Railway Offices General Manager.

Moncton, N. B., August 28th, 1900.

E'ox

Pure
Choice
Pickling

Spices,
Go to the
The Big Drug Store,

3
Connell’s,
Directly Opp. Carlisle Hotel.
Main Street.

1. C. Church|ll

'PLUMBER.

Plumbing Supplies of All Kinds
kept in stock.

Bath Tubs, Closets,
Slabs and Basins,
Pipe, Hydraulic Rams.

Estimates furnished on all classes of work.
Work done promptly. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Prices low.

SHOP: CONNELL STREET,

WOODSTOCK, N. B.

Intercolonial Railway.

TENDER FOR ENGINE HOUSE.

Sealed Tenders addressed to the undersigned®
and marked on the outside ‘*Tender for Engine
House at Sydney,” will be received until sevem-
teen o'clock, Kasteen Standard Time,

FRIDAY, THE 28rn INSTANT,

for the c”nﬁtmctlon of a 6 Stall Brick Engine
House, at Sydney,

Plans andynp“clﬁcatmns may be seen on and
after Saturday, the 15th instant, at the Chieft
Engineer’s Office, Moncton, N. B., and at the Of -
fice of the Station Master at gdef»y, C. C., where
forms of tender may be obtained.

All the conditions of the specifications must be
complied with.

D. POTTINGER,
Railway Office, General Manager..

Moncton, N. B., September Tth, 1900.

The Great
International
Exhibition.

-AT

ST. JOHN, N. B.
OPEN SEPT. 10TH

'l‘( ) Sy

SEPT. 19TH, 1900.

Live Stock, Nat-

ural History and other exhibits,

Agricultural, Dairy,

|

|

Colts by the famous sires “Bingen”
2067 and “Presens” 2.05%, will be
in the Grand Parade of Horses
daily. Famous herds of Shorthorns

and other cattle.

———Come one Come All-——

A great free open air entertainment including

the PERILOUS HIGH DIVE by a bicylist rid-

| ing down an inclined plane from a point 100 feet:

high from which he makes his thrilling plunge of
70 feet this feat is unsurpassed in daring.

General Baden-—Powell’s Armoured T'rain as
used by him in the historic defence of Mafeking.

Splendid Display of Fireworks Nightly.

The drill shed on the grounds is nm\ an  am-
phitheatre which will seat 2,000 people and a sup-

erior vaudeville show will be given here each af-
ternoon and evening.

In Ammsement Hall, there will be moving pie-
tures of the British Boer War. Band music all
| the time,

Horse races at Moosepath 18th and 19th Sept.

Excursion rates are arranged on all railways and
steamboat lines,

Enclose Your

in good
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Parchment
Butter Paper

is a specialty with us.

fice in the province.

size 24x36 inches, for tub lllllll*"s or,

e t—————————— e —— —

WRITE YOUR
BUSINESS LETTERS

on good Letter or Note Paper with your name, business
and address tastefully printed on it.

Business Letters

Envelopes with your address printed in the cor
We can sell you this printed stationery about as
cheaply as yov can buy it unprinted.

We can give it to you in large
in printed or un-
1 his

printed wrappers for one or two p()und prints.
paper is the very best on the market
such quantities that we can sell it as cheaply as any of-

and we buy it in

Queen Street,
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Fstablished 1871, :

Policies Uncondmonal

WENDELL P. JONES,

Special Agent.

Paid Up Policy after TEN years.
Profits Unexcelled.

CONFEDERATION LIFE
ASSUGIATION.

OF TOROINTO.

g Income §1,200,000.

hxnended Insurance and
Low Rates.

G. W. PARKER,
Gen. Agent.




