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The War COLONIAL TROOPS CUNNING AS BOERS. CONSECRATED.
! o 29%%9%%
Awong the latest reports from the War Machine-Made British Soldier at a Disad. | Dr. Casey. and Dr. Barry. Hlevated tothe
- vantage. Bpiscopate.

are the tollowing: ,
HeapQuartTers Britisa Camp, SPRING-
vieLd Brivge, Feb, 9, 1.06.—Finding that
the kopjes at Vaal Krautz were subject to a
cross fire from the Boeis’ 100 pounder and
crensot gun, and that the nature of the ground
prevented the construction of entrenchments,
the British troops will withdraw, and the
advance in this direction will not be pressed.
The British have not been repulsed,
have held their ground at all points.
Loxpon, Feb, 10, 4 a. m.-—Gen.
third attempt to reach Ladysmith has failed,
and the British have again retired south of
the Tugela river. A despatch from the Boer
head laager at Ladysmith, dated Feb. 8,
reached London last evening announcing that
the retirement occurred Thursday morning.
The accuracy of previous reports from the
same source concerning crucial operations
afford sufficient reasons for accepting this
announcement as true, and the public un-
easiness is not allayed by a suggestion that
the Boers were confused by the withdrawal
of the troops employed in Monday’s feint.
Inquiries at the war office and in the house
of commons in the course of the evening only
drew out the assurance that the government
had received no news, and at midunight the
war office officially intimated that it had re-
ceived nothing confirming or contracting the
Bullar’s withdrawal.- Just be-
fre the house of zommons adjourned Mr.
Balfour stated that
pressirig his advance from the position he
occupied Wednesday, and a little later the
British head-

Buller’s

report of Gen.

Gen. Buller was,not

San’s special despatch from the

but |

Loxpon,Friday Feb. 5. —Winston Churchill
the correspondent of the Morning Post at
Spearman’s camp, in & recent despatch sends
an interesting survey of the situation there.
He says that for many miles the heights be-
yond the Tugela river are fortified. Boer
pickets hold the hilltops, and signal the
movements of the British to the main army,
which is on _the plams behiod, dnd which
moves more quickly than the British can to
whatever point is threatened. Therefore,
whenever the British attack, they are con-
fronted by the bulk of the Boer force, and
every turning movement becomes a frontal
attack. #)

The correspondent says he learned whilg
he was in Pretoria that the Boer strength in
Natal was 18,000, of which 7,000 comprised
the regular covering army, 7,000 were at
Ladysmith, and 4,000 co-operated with either

force, according to circumstavces.

Thus, General Buller, in order to relieve
Ladysmith, must force by froatal attack a
tremendous position held by from 10,000 to
12,000 of the riffemen in the world,
supported by
trenched with
splendid, and
finding the
yards at the first shot,

best

superior artillery, and en-
Their guns are
handled, often

range of moving targets at 7,000

oreat skill.
are cleverly

though how this is
yne the British gunners cannot explain.
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In the Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception St. John, on Sunday morning, in
presence of a vast assemblage and with the
imposing ceremonial befitting an occasion of
8o great importance to the church, two pre-
lates were added to the Roman Catholic hier-
archy of Canada. The Rev. T. Casey apd
the Very Rev. T. F. Barry, V. G., are now
their lordship, the bishops of Udena and
Thugga, respectively, and coadjutor-bishops
of St, John and . Chathum, endowed with
the right of succession. '

The consecration ceremony began at uine
and ended a few minutes after one o’clock.
Before it began the Cathedral was filled to
the door, and when prdates. clergy and altar
boys entered the sanctuary a perfect sea of
faces was turned toward them. An event of
such striking interest had not only brought
together a great congregation of Roman
Catholics, but had also attracted many Protes-
tants who were courteously received and
given an even chance for seats, as long as
there were seats to give. But many hundreds
of people were forced to stand throughout the
whole ceremony.

The scene within the sanctuaty was sing-
ularly imposing and impressive. No attempt
had been made to decorate (he Cathedral,
and its severe simplic.ty heightened the
effect of the scene before the altars. A very
large number of clergymen were within the
rails. The lighted altars, the sacred emblems
the rich robes and jewels of archbishops and
bishops, and the simpler vestments ot priest
ard acolyte combined to make a striking pic-
ture. It was a continually changing picture,
is the principals and their assistants per-
formed the various impressive services essen-

Fit-Reform Clothing

Our new Spring Stock of Fit- -Refory
g Clothing has arrived, also samples of all t},
New Sprmg Cloths in stock at the Mayy.
facturers, a competent man in charge t,
take measurements for special orders f,
Suits and Spring Overcoafs, etc., whig,
will be delivered ih five or six days at reg.
ular Fit-Reform prices, and if not satisfac.
tory in every respect, we do not ex'pect the
customer to take delivery.

Suits $10, 12, 15.
Oaercoats $10, 12, Trousers $3, 4, 5

FIT-REFORM WARDROBE.
‘B. B. MANZER

Sole Proprietor, Woodstock,
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tial to the rite of conseeration. The musie

quar «rsat Springfield bridge reached London

aveying the Hest deliuiie aunouncement |
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the Little Tugela river and eight lnllt% in
¢ bee line from Molaea Drift where the main [
British attack crossed on Feb. 3,

Thas, the British peoplé are called upon

¢ the third time to face a serious chek to
tne British arms in Natal, and the relief of
l.alysmith is again indefinitely postponed.
Such a statement as that in the despatches

that the British troops were not repulsea,
will in some measure temper the disappoint-
ment, but three days’ fighting, with the at-
tendant heavy casualties, ending in fatlure so
far as the main is concerned, 18 a
severe price to pay for such negatave comfort.

What was kflown yesterday of the British

position at Vaal Krantz prepared the mili-

nhjwc.‘

tary experts to find that the position was un-
t:nable,
long, runnings at right angles

Vaal Krantz ridge is a spur a mile
to the Brak-
fontein Ridge, and is dominated by Spion
Kop on the west and Dornkop on the east,
both the latter heights
above Vaal Krantz. On Spion Kep the Boers
Doornkop field

rising considerably

had long range guns and on

] 1 "

ar-ilery and Maxims. For hours Mond:y
th poured shell and ghrapnel on Vaal
Kautz, on which was also focussed a severe

west, It

2 B : : :
seems that the British position was 1mpractic-
able

as was organized

vifle fire from both east and

for guns,  without which an advance

impossible.
to-be at a
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The war in Natal now seems
dead-lock. It is difficult to see
can do beyond remaining in camp un

(ren.
Baller
til he is reinforced, or until the operations at
other ponts possibly turn the tide in favor
of the British and induce the Boers to reduce
their forces in Natal to strengthen the de-
to their own territory. Meanv hile the
sttuation on the Modder River, so far as it is

unlerstood here, is not altogether encourag-

1. It was at first hoped that Gen. Mac
Uoaalid’s move to Koodoesberg was likely to
re~ult in an effectual flanking of the DBoer

rizht in view of the success of his intial oper-
artons, but it has since been reported that
(Gen. Methuen has ordered the retirement of
the whole force, which is proceeding. Gen.
Lor 1 Roberts in a despatch dated Feb. 8, the
same date as the foregoing report,
mention the retirement, which is not confirm-
ed by other telegrams sent the same day, and
it is doubted here, but as the reports of Gen.
Babington’s share in the operations are also
¢ rouflicting, the information is too 1ncomplete
to reliably judge the position.

Loxpoxn, Feb. 9.—The Times, in an editori-
al dealing with General Buller’s task, says:
*‘The problem before him is unqgestionably
most difficnlt. We cannot be surprised or
disheartened should he be unable to solve it

with success. His task is not merely to force
a wny through the Boer lines to Ladysmith;
that operation would be formidable enough.
Jut it would easy compared with the one he
must perform if the large strategical points
are to follow his efforts. He must inflict a
crushing defeat upon the Boer army. Unless
he can drive into the Drakensberg or other-
wise destroy that army the relfef of TLady-
smith can hardly be accomplished with safety.

We ..waut the issue of . the operation "with'

anxiety.” HMsewhere the Times comments
on the fact that General Buller is *‘playing
his part in the genersl scheme, which is being
¢o-ordinated by Lord Roberts.” It says on
this point: **The British public is still kept
in ignorance of the whereabouts of some 25,
000 troops, and great developments may be
expected. It is difficult to believe that the
Boers are effectually ngnonnc of the disposi-
tion of the British forces. e great game
of war will have shortly begun ms ‘We may
confidently hope that tbe period of reverses

also

does not-

| the trained soldi
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ke the European system, re

[ initiation of individuals, with the result tl

lier is outmatched by the in-

' l(lepunm ut Boer skirmisher. ,

The DBritish mounted the corres

pondent says,
. 1
pete with the enemy on equal terms,especially |

troops,

could, if given freedom, com= }

the colonial troops, who are as cunning as |

the Boers, and who are more daring.
he cites the firing
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As an instance of this,

on Spion kop, where, he declares, Boers

would have been able to exist, despite the |
shell fire,
gshelter of the rocks, vet 1t was necessary to |
crowd 3,000 British on the later

where

by availing themselves of

hill, and

5000 on the summit, there was no |

cover for large numbers. So many battalions

were drawn into the fight that a general

attack elsewhere was prevented. As the in

fantry arrived they were thrown into the

By
completely disorganize

firing line. evening most of them were
1 and mixed up.

y» demoralized,
but

Though they were in no wis
the machinery of

the next morning the Britich battalious were

control was shattered,

perfectly collected and solid.
Here the advantage of disc
Had the Boers suffered a
eral trek would have followed,
of the British regulars enables them to sus- |

this lies the expectatior of |

‘xl e w seel.

r,,, loss a gen-

but the morale |

tain reverses. In

nltimate success. !

The DBoers exwress little jubiliagjion ove r|

their successes, rl(]lhl'-nl‘_‘f o the doctors n(li
clergymen that the end was inevitable if |

Great Britain did not grow weary of fighting.
They*hoped that she would grow weary, but,
nevertheless, they would fight to the end.
Mr. Wilkinson, the
Post’s military critic, discussing the despateh,

|
|

|

Spenser Morning |

-*“This despatch deserves to be closely
It is an appeal to the public at home,

AAys:
read.
and as it has been passed by the ceusor, muy |
he taken to represent the feeling of General
Buller’s army. Mr. Churchill represents the
difterent difficulties of Gen. Buller’s task in
coneise terms.

“The enemy will act with common sense,
they will place outposts on the hills, and
keep back their main body until they see the
decision of General Buller’s movement. Then
they will quickly bring up the main body,
and extemporise what defensive works they
can in addition to such as they have profuse-
ly prepared in anticipation of various possible
advances. That is what everyone would ex-
pect them to do; and that their main body
can ride faster than General Buller’s main
body can walk was also pretty generally
understood. The consequence is that the
Boer army cannot be turned. Wherever it
is attacked, it can present an entrenchment.

““This opinion coincides with the view we
have all along expressed—that thccentre of
gravity of the war lies in Natal, and that a
British_victory there would be'decisive, while
a complete British defeat in Natal would
have disastrous »onsequeuce, not easy to be
estimated.

“*It seems dlfbcult io view of the stmtegy
accepted at the War Offfce, as well as Cape
Town, to believe that Gen. Baller is to be

less than the numerical superiority of 3 to 1
which tacticians commonly think necessary
for such a task. It is hardly lntelllglble that
he should attack again without being rein-
forced. St ;

‘‘Apparently, however, a third attempt
will be made without loss of time. Indeed,
it seem probable that the mcvement is now

in progress.

—

i3 drawing to an end.”
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allowed once more to attack a position. with |
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was of that high order which befits an event |

fold, therefore Gen. Bull r ought to have | ™; : , :
36.000 men | of so great solemnity and gives expression to |
jpia ¢ . BTN, 1 fv\ anspirations such an event stirs in |
The correspondent deals lengthily with the | the sou s of the faithfui.—The Sun. ]
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weaknesses of the DBrit military system, ; - |

A Gos}d Time Pie ce |
is 4 Faithful Sery

We
make a
Specialty
of
Reforming
the
“won’t-go”
kind. When | |
we. repair ° ! |
a watch or a clock we guaraniee |
it to go accurately, and guarante¢ |
it to keep a-going accurately. |
" |

Carr & Gibson,

Jewelers and Scientific Opticians,

Woodstock, N. B. |

HFNDER‘SON

QUEEN STREET,

DEALER IN HICH CLASS FURNITURE

OF ALL KINDS.

A Fine Assortment of

FURNITURE

in stock. Prices low. Call and select.

GARPETS AND MATS

In great variet

SPRING BEDS, MATTRASSES.

A lu.rge stock on hand.

W.A.NTIHD

In exchange for Furniture: Dry Birch
Boards and Plank; Beef, Butter and

Poultry, Goose, Turkey and Hen Feathers,
and a good young Cow giving milk.

A. Henderson

N. B.

WOODSTOCK,

WW

L. C WATT

Curer of and Dealer in
Finnen Haddie,
Kippered Herring,

Yarmouth Bloaters,

Smoked, Dry, Piekled,
and Fresh F Iah.

NORTH HEAD,

muuo umm : N l; ;
Orders Soﬁcxted. :
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WE ARE SHOWING A FINE LINE OF MEN'S AND BOYS'

Wit G0oDS.

and Boys™ Sizes, 12

[Unlaundried White Shirts, Men’s to 18.
Boys’ Dress Shirts, sizes 12 to 14.

The Best Dollar Dress Shirt in town.

Twill Cotton Night Shirts.

Men’s Pure Linen Handkerchiefs,

Fine Linen Lawn Handkerchiefs.

2 for 25 cents.
Collars, 2 for 25 cents.
Cufts, 20 cents per pair up.

White Cambriec Bows, 3 in a box for 25 conts.

Odd lines—Closing out at cost:

Heavy Top Shirts, Men’s Jumpers, Boys’ Clothing, Sweaters.

BEnough!

That’s what they all say after looking over our line of

Sleighs,

Pungs,

Robes,

EF'uxr» Coats,
T.adies’ Jaclkets.

They’re good enough for anybody, in fact the finest lines that we
have ever had.

Almost everything has advanced in cost, but our prices
found little, if any, higher than formerly

seem not to know that we move(l our
We are now located on

will be

Some of our good friends
business premises last June.

CONNELL STREET.

- Balmain Bros.
WOODSTOCK.

Victoria-Montr al
Fire Insurane Co.

wmnmznn CAPITAL, $1,000,000. OAPIPAL FULLY SUBSORIBED, 400,000

o i G-eo:.-ge .A.n.d.mo:n..
: Manager for THOS. “A. TEMPLE & SONS,

Geneml Agents for the Maritime Provinces, 92 Prince William Street,
ST. J OHN N. B.




