THRE DISPATCH

THE WAR.

A peculise feature of these last of the cen-
tury wars is the unreliability of wany of the
new: itemse. About six weeks ago we were
all hurrahing and making a great time gen-
erally over the alleged relief of Ladysmith
and the capture of untold numbers of Boers.
Then, we have heard ot the death and cap-
ture of Buller, of the complete destruction of
British regiments. Such news gava us grief,
but our grief was turned into joy when we

foud that these items of news were not
fourded on fact. It is plain that stock job-
b r« are responsible for much of . his bogus
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but what with that and other unrelu
reporig one wonders what to helieve. 'L'he
next thing we will be hearing is that Her
Muj sty has abdicted in favour of Oom Paul
Here and there we get a glimpse
Probably this is
. Jan. 26.—The #9,000
in Buffalo are now being
accused of having a powerful influence in
converting American citizens to pro-British
sentiment. The ascusation was recently made
at & public meeting of sympathizers with the
Beers, and given as an excuse for the marked
andifference in the city to the movement en-
gineered by a Hibernian Society for holding
a mass meeting at which speakers would ce-
nounce the British and express sympathy
with the Boers in the present war. Tke

Hiberaian who made the accusation declarea
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Potgieters Drift. With telescopes, Boers
could be seen beckoning to comrades who
were climbing behind the rocks on the west
side of the hill while the British advanced
from the eact. There was a tremendous cross
fire from the highest point of the hill. The
troops must have suffered heavily while cross-
ing the zone of fire. The Boer guns were
hard to locate, their positions had been
selected with masterly skill. At 10a. m. the
Boers began climbing down over the nek, the
naval guns playing lyddite on them. At?2

| p. m. the whele hill up to the nek was |
| by the British, who began throwing up en
| trenchments,
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| the west side.

about three o’clock advances

The
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| and the second Cameronians made
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cent assault upon the most precipi

of the sugar leaf mouutain, reaching the sun
mit at 5.15. This is the north-east extreinii}
of the key of the position.

Boer HeapguarTERs, Modder Spruit,
Upper Tugela, Wednesday Jan. 24, mid-
night, via Lourenzo Marquez, Thursday,Jan.
25.—Some Vryheid Burghers from the out-
posts on the highest hills of the Spion Kop
group rushed into the laager saying that the
kop was lost, and that the English had taken
it. Reinforcements were ordered up, but
nothing could be done for some time, the hill
heing enveloped in & thick mist.

At dawn the Heidelberg and Cariina con-
tingents, supplementcd from other com-

that the prominent men of Buffalo are so |
‘contaminated’ by association with the Can- |
alians who reside and are in business here
that there was little hope for their siglmturcs’
to a call for a mass meeting at which anti-
British sentiment would be expressed. He
also complained that Presideat McKinley and
other prominent men at Washington are pro
nouncedly pro-British and anti-Boer in their
at:itude towards the war in South Africa.

Losvon, Jan. 28.—The following is the
text of General Buller’s
Spearman’s Camp, Jan. 27, 6 10 p. m:

“Ou Jan. 20th Warren drove back the
encumy and obtained possession of the south-
ern crests of the high table land extending
from the line of Acton Holmes and Honger’s
Poort to the western Ladysmith hills. From
thien to Jan. 25 he remained in close contact

despatch, dated

wilh the enemy,

““T'he enemy held a strong pnsiti(m on a
range of small kopjes stretching from north-
west to southeast across the plateau from Ac-
ton Holmes through Spion Kop to the left
bank of the Tngela. The actual position
held was perfectly tenable, but did not leud
itsell to an advance, as the southern slope
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«ffective artillery position, and water supply
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as o difficulty.

“Un Jan 23, 1 assented to his attacking

Spion Kop, a large hill, indeed a mountain,
which was evidently the key of the position,

hut was more accessible from the north taan |}

—

Trom the south,

“On the mght of Jan. 23 he attacked
Spion Kop, but found it very difficult to hold
as its perimeter was too large and water,
which he had been led to believe existed, in
this extraordinary dry season was found very
deficient.

“‘The crests were held that day against
severe attacks and a heavy shell fire. Our
men fought with great gallantry; would es-
pecially mention the conduct of the Second
Cameronians and the Third Kings Rifles who
supported the attack on the mountain from
the steepest side and in each cise fought
¢!, ir way to the top, and the Secoud Lanca-
shire Fusiliers and Second Middlesex, who
magnificently maintained the best traditions
of the British army throughout the trying
day of Jan. 24, and Thornycroft’s mounted
infantry, who throughout the day
equally alongside of them.
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Geueral Woodgate, who was in command
at the summit, having been wounded, the
officer who succeeded him Jecided on the
night of Jan 24 to abandon the position, and
did so before dawn Jan. 25.

“T reached Warren’s camp at 5 a. m. on
Jan. 25, and decided that a second attack on
Spion Kop was useless, and that the enemy’s
richt was too strong to allow me to force it.

“Accordingly, I decided to withdraw the
force to the south of the Tugela. At 6 a. m.
we commenced withdrawing the train and by
8 a. m. Jan. 27 (Saturday) MWarren's force
was concentrated south of the Tugela without
the loss of a man or a pound of stores.

“The fact that the force could withdraw
from actual touch—in some cases the lines
were less than a thousand yards apart—with
the enemy in the manner it did is, I think,
sufficient evidenze of the morale of the troops
and that we were permitted to withdraw our
cumbrous ox and mule transport across the
river, eighty five yards broad, with twenty
foot embankments and a very swift current,
uamolested, is, I think, proof that the enemy
has been taught to respect our soldiers’ fight-
ing qualities.”

SrEARMAN'S Camp, Jan, 26, 6,40 a. m.—
On Tuesday night last.a force under Gen.
Woodgate attacked Spion Kop and took the
position at the point of the bayonet. At
1.45 a. m. on Wednesday the British were
half way up to the summit and the field guns
were pushed forward. Gen. Lyttleton’s
brigade was extended in the centre opposite

mandoes, began the ascent of the hill. Three
spurs, precipitous projections, faced the Boer
ositions.  Up these the advance was made.
The horses were left under the first terrace

of rocks.

and the government ought to prepare for the
despateh of 50,000 men and to take steps to
send yet another 50,000 1f these should be
needed. The hopeless attemps to carry on
the campaign with four widely separated col-
umns, each unequal to its task, must be
abandoned for a concentration of force and of
purpose.”

All the editerals this morning breathe the
spirit of calm determination. Not one will
allow that any reverse could'deter the coun-
try from the object it has set iteelf to attain,
whatever the sacrifices which may be involv-

' fmportant news, if it can be relied upon,
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i nltl‘\' ahout one huudred miles from Maie-
king. Thnerefore it 1s quite possible for
Plummer with his Rhodesian regiment to
have covered the distance in six days.

Loxpox, Jan. 28.-—In view of the apparent
impasse in Natal, it is reckoned probable
that the relief of Ladysmith may be effected
by means of the combined action of strong
columas, operating from the western and
northern borders of Cape Colony. It s clear
that Lord Methuen’s column is straining in
the leash. Generals French and Gatacre are
getting into touch. In all likelihood General
Kelly- Kenny and General Tucker will soon
concentrate divisions at De Aar and Nasuw-
poort respectively.

It is thought 10 military circles if General
Gatacre is reinforced by a brigade and Gen-
eral French by a division, a combined move-
ment made from the Modder river, fron
Orange river camp and on Springfontein, by

way of Colesburg ana Norval's Point, the |
This |

gituation would be cleared at once.

Scaling the steep the Boers found that the
English had improved the opportunity and |
entrenched heavily. Between the lines of |
trenches was an open veldt, which had to be |
rushed under a heavy fire not only from rifles
but of lyddite aud shrapnel from the field |
guns. '
Three forces ascended the three spurs co-
ordinately, under cover of fire from the three '
state Krupps, a creusot and a big Maxim,
The English tried to rush the Boers with the

would, in fact, be a reversion to the original
plan of campaign.

LosroN, Jan. 29, 3.26 p. m.—Great
anxiety has been removed by the announce
ment that Lord Dundonald’s cavalry forces, |
which it was feared had been isolated among
the hills in the ne<ighborhood of Acton |
Homes, are on the south bank of the Tugela |
river. :

Cave Towx, Jan. 25.—A trustworthy com-

Jowing as the strength of the Boer forces:

bayonet, but their infantry went down before
the Boer rifle fire as before a scythe. ’
The Boer investing party advanced step by ‘
step until two in the afternoon, when a white f
flag went up aud oue huadred and fifey men ;
in the front trenches surrendered, beiog sent
as prisouers to the head laager.

The Boer advance continued on the two |
kopjes east of Spion Kop. Many Boers were
shot, but so numerous were the Burghers
that the gaps filled automatically. Toward
twilight they reached the summit ot the '
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second kopje, but did not get further.
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wall of fire from the Mausers held the Eng-

lish back. Their centre, under this pressure,

gradually gave way and broke, abandoning
the position,

The prisoners speak highly of the bravery
of the Burghers, who, despising cover. stood
against the sky line edges of the summit to |
shoot the Dublin Fusiliers, sheltered in the

trenches. Fire continued for some time and

then the Fusiliers and the Light Horse
serving as infantry threw up their arms and
rushed out of the trenches.

The effect of the abandonment of Spion
Kop by the Enghsh can hardly be gauged as
yet, but it must prove to be immense.

Aun unusually ngh proportion of lyddite
shells did not explode.

LONDON, Jan. 29. 4.15 a. m.—The week
has opened with the utmost gloom for the
British public, and the reaction 1s all the
stronger because of the high hopes that were

reposed in Gen. Buller’s turning movement
and of his announcement that there would be
no “‘turniag back.”

At the very moment when Dr. Leyds is be-
ing received as an honored guest in the high
est circles on the continent Great Britian has
to face the worst disasters in a campaign thus
far disastrous. Open talk is heard of the ab
solute necessity of abandoning Ladysmith to
its fate, while Lori Roberts reverts to the
original plan of an advance over the Orange
River upon Bloemfontein.

To Ladysmith the disappointment mus: be
very bitter. A despatch from the Boer
laager near the town, cated Jan. 24, de-
scribes the garaison as ‘‘very evidently pre-
paring a desperate coup, in order to effect a
junction with Gen. Buller’s army.” It may
he regarded as a certainty that in the confi
dent hope of early relief Sir George White
has lately been issuing extra rations, and
this fact has given rise to an exaggerated
idea as to the length of time the provisions
would last.

Even should it be decided to send Gen.
Buller reinforcements and to attempt to
reach Ladysmith by a movement through the
still more difficult country east of Colenso, it
is extremely doubtful whether the garrison
could hold out long enough, as such a move-
ment would occupy at least a month.

The Times says: *‘The most carefully
planned and executel movement of that
whole campaign has entirely failed, and it
can hardly be necessary to dwell upon the
extreme probability that we shall learn, a
little sooner or a little later, of a catastrophe
almost without precedent in our military his-
tory, a catastrophe indeed without a parallel
except in the surrender of Yorktown.

“We are checked at every point of the
campaign. In fact, the campaign is still to
begin. We wish we had clearer proofs that
even now the government has any adequate
comprehension of the situation. The utter-
ances of reponsible ministers have done noth-
ing to reassure the country on this point.
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Cape Rebels..... .cioresvrroncisinivaces

This gives the Boers 87,000 men, but |

losses have to be deducted.

The Cape Times, discussing the colonial
political situation, calis atieution o the lacl
that several two membered constituend of
of tha Honse of Assembly have \'.‘gul;\"l-i?:'~
U!,/harun—\; v l;.‘\‘ \.n tl\lﬁ;l; Y ol the ‘l ioeis i

favour of Kruger and Steyn. These coustit-

veucies are Aliwal North, Wodehouse, Coles-
burg, Vryburg, and Barkly West—ail Bond,

Ny *
except Barkly West, which if represented
by Mr. Rhodes; and others are badly tainted
PE—

The Ills of Women

Are usually the result of an exhausted ne
system which can be fully restored by the
Dr. A. W. Chase’s Nerve Food. Women made
nervous and irritable by the wasting diseases
which drain their system find new life, new vigor.
new energy, in Dr. A. W. Chase’s Nerve Food, the
world’s greatest blood and nerve builder.

A Good Time Piece
is a Faithful Servant.

We

make a
Specialty
of
Reforming
the
“won’t-go”
kind. When
we repair

a watch or a clock we guarantee
it to go accurately, and guarantee
it to keep a-going accurately.

Carr & Gibson,

Jewelers and Scientifio Opticians,

Woodstock, N. B.
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1. C. WATT |

Curer of and Dealer in
Finnen Haddie,
Kippered Herring,

Yarmouth Bloaters,

Smoked, Dry, Pickled,
and Fresh Fish.
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NORTH HEAD,

GRAND MANAN, : N. B.
Orders Solicited.

Heavy or light the thing has to be done,

pilation obtained wostly from Republican, |
Church, and other annusls, which has been |
published by the Cape Times, gives the fol- |

use of |
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You May Have
Money to Burn

But tlm.t is 1o reason why you should pay a tailor ty,
prices for a suit of clothes. You can get a “Fit-Refopy
suit here, of better material, better trimming, more sy},

?
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@ and a better fit for half the money you pay him.

|2 Perbaps vou doubt this statement.  You have a rigl;
5 to doubt until you have seen *“‘Fit-Reform” Clothine ;}-llui
»  tried it on. B

B Don’t base your doubts on the way ready-to-weq

@ clothes were made ten years ago. It won’t cost you any-

s <
?  thing to investigate-—it’s no more than bundreds of wej].
to-do men have done. You'll follow their example, to
and buy a fashionable well-fitting svit right here and save
ten dollars of your money.

Suits $10, 12, 15.

Oaercoats $10, 12, 15. Trousers $3, 4, 5.

FIT-REFORM WARDROBE.
B. B. MANZER
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WE ARE SHOWING A FINE LINE OF MEN'S AND BOYS

WHITE GOODS.

Unlaundried White Shirts, Men’s and Boys’ Sizes, 12 to 18
Boys™ Dress Shirts, sizes 12 to 14.

The Best Dollar Dress Shirt in town.

Twill Cotton Night Shirts.

Men's Pure Linen Handkerchiefs, 2 for 25 cents.
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Fine Linen Lawn Handkerchiefs.

Collars, 2 for 25 cents.

Cufls, 20 cents per pair up.

White Cambric Bows, 3 in a box for 25 conts.
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losing out at cost:

Heavy Top Shirts, Men’s Jumpers, Boys’ Clothing, Sweaters

R. B. JONES.
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HEnough! Lol

That’s what they all say after looking over our line of
Slelighs,
Pungs,
Robes,

Fur» Coats,
T.adies’ Jaclkets.

They're good enough for anybody, in fact, the finest Jines that
have ever had.

Almost everything has advanced in cost, but our figures wil
found little, if any, higher than formerly.

em not to know that we moved

Some of our good friends se
We are now local

business premises last June.

CONNELL STREET.

almain Bros
WOODSTOOIK.

Victoria-Montreal

Fire Insurance

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL, §1,000,000. CAPITAL FULLY SUBSCRIBED ™

George Anderson;
Manager for THOS. A. TEMPLE &

General Agents for the Maritime Provinces, 92 Prince William St
ST JOHEN, N. B.




