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* he was making in learning to read. “Oh,” 
he exclaimed with pr ide, “I'm getting 
along first rate. I'm out of the Bible and 
into the newspaper.” It is to be feared | 
shat the majority of Anglo-Saxons get | 

. fined to young men. 

THE DISPATCH 
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, Popular ignorance of the Bible. 

BY REV, J. T. SUNDERLAND, M. A. 

A Bible is found in nearly every home 

in Canada. So, too, a Bible lies in every 

Christian pulpit, as the great book from 
which every preacher is expected to read 

religious lessons regularly to his people, 

and to choose texts on which to base his 
discourses. Not less in the Sunday school 
att the work of religious education is it 
the book everywhere made central and 
conspicuous. 
Under such circumstances it would 

naturally be supposed that practically 
everybody must be well acquainted with 
the Bible—that whatever else anyone al- 
lows himself to be ignorant of, here at 
least he will be found intelligent. 

Is thus supposition true! Go about the 
land, among all classes of the people, and 
will you find a knowledge of the book 
corresponding to the outward deference 
paid it? 

I very much fear not. I fear that much 
of the Bible display which we see is really 
a cover for Bible ignorance, and that 
many even of those who give the sacred 
volume the most conspicuous place in 
their homes, and would be most shocked 
by seeing a minister read from any other 
book in his on have little knowledge 
of what the Bible really is, where it came 
from, or what it actually contains. Tt is 
a great deal easier to make a fetish of a 
book than it is to become intelligent 
about it. 
Few things have ever surprised me 

more than the revelations that have come 

to me again and again, mm all sorts of 

ways, of the ignorance of the Bible that 

exists in the minds of men and women 

all about us. 

Regarding this central book, not only 
of our religion, but of our whole Christian 

civilization, multitudes of persons—not 
only the poor and the comparatively illit- 
erate, but the well-to-do, the cultured, 

graduates of colleges, persons in 
other directions have read widely—mani- 

fest a want of knowledge that is extreme, 

that subjects them frequently to embar 
rasment, that puts them at a serious dis- 
advantage in reading and in conversation, 

and that is wholly without excuse among 

men or women claiming even moderate 

intelligence. 

Some one enquired of a colored man in 

one of the Southern States what progress 

who 

out of the Bible and mto the 
sadly early. 
Two or three years ago the president of 

an Americ an college gave an account in 
The New York Independent of an experi 
ment which he had just been making in 

Lman class, The a view to testing 
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young mei ene ring coile ge. 

34 members in the class. He wrote out 
on the blackboard 22 extracts from Ten- 
nyson. Each one of these extracts con- 
tained an allusion to some Scripture event, 
or Scripture scene, or Scripture passage, 
supposably familiar to everybody. The 
young men averaged about 20 years of 
age. They were the sons of lawyers, 
teachers, doctors, preachers, merchants, 
farmers. They had grown up in well-to- 
do homes, and more than half of them 
were church members. What was the 
result of the experiment? 

Nine of the 34 failed to understand the 
quotation, “My sin was as a thorn among 
the thorns that girt thy brow.” Eleven 
did not know what was referred to by 
“the manna in the wilderness.” Sixteen 
knew nothing about the “wrestling of 
Jacob with the angel.” Twenty-six were 
ignorant of Joshua's moon,” and 28 of 
“Jonah’s gourd.” Twenty-two were un- 
able to explain the allusion to Baal. One 
thought that Baal was a priest who put 
Christians to death. Nineteen had appar 
ently never read the idyll of Ruth and 
Boaz. Eighteen did not know the mean- 
ing of “Egyptian darkness.” Twenty-four 
were urable to write anything about 
“Jacob’s ladder.” Sixteen could not ex- 
plain what was meant by “the deathless 
angel seated in the vacant tomb.” Thirty- 
two of the 34 young men had never heard 
of the shadow turning back on the dial 
for Hezekiah's lengthening life. One of 
them, trying to explain the matter, 
thought that Hezekiah stopped the sun. 
One young man explained the mark set 
on Cain by saying that he was a farmer, 
and had to work hard. And so it went 
on to the end. 
Nor is this ignorance of the Bible con- 

I have just been 
reading the experience of a teacher of 
young \psdies. Condensing her statement, 
it is as follows: History is a department 
constantly needing side lights thrown up- 
on it from the Bible. When Babylon is 
to be studied, I always take a Bible into 
my class-room and give a reading about 
Daniel. But what I read about him, or 
about Belshazzar or Necuchadnezzar, is 
generally news to my pupils. 

In connection with science 1 sometimes 
po abougthe attempted reconciliation 

ha vr and the evolutionary theo- 
ries of creation. But what is all T can 
say but words, mere words, to young 

newspaper 
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ladies unacquainted with the story of 
creation in Genesis? 

In geography, I chance to say of certain 
places that they are as far apart as Dan 
form Beersheba. Dut what does that 
mean to pupils who do no know Palestine? 

Literature, of all branches, to be quick- 
ly appreciated, demands familiarity with 
the Bible. One day I said to my class, 
concerning some doubtful plays of Shakes- 
pear’s, that they were apocryhal, like cer- 
tain Scripture books. But I found that 
only a small part of the class had ever 
heard of the Apocrypha. 

It is a pleasure for me vo hold up Ma 
caulay as a master of style. All goes well 
until T begin to call attention to his fre- 
quent and masterly use of Scripture quo- 
tations and Scripture allusions, and then 
a blank and helpless look begins to creep 
over the faces of more of my students 
than I like to confess, 

I note in the popular magazines some 
Bible allusions, such as “driving like 
Jehu,” “smiting as Samson did the Philis- 
tines,” “Jeptha’s vow,” “Jeremiad,” the 
“friendship of David and Jonathan” and 
“Mordecai at the gate.” One would sup 
pose that these allusions would be familiar 
to every intelligent girl of 14. But I have 
taught girls of supposed intelligence, much 
older than 14, to whom ne: arly every one 
of these Scripture references would be 
like speech in an unknown tongue. 
Do we think that the experience of this 

teacher of young ladies is unusual! I very 
much fear it is not; as IT very much fear 

that the experience of that college presi- 
dend with his young men could be. parallel 
ed in a great many places in this country, 
inside of institutions of learning and out- 

side. 
I call attention to this widespread ignor- 

ance of the Bible, because it is a serious 
matter. It is serious both in its intellec- 
tual effects, and in its moral and religious. 
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The Canadian Order of Foresters. 

The following table gives the standing of 
the society since its organization in 1879, as 

to number of members “olnime paid, increase 
in reserve. and total reserve, and is well 
worth the careful perusal of all desiring life 
insurance. The.growth of the society has 
not been of the mushroom character, but has 
been steady and substantial: 

Loncrease | 

A 
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dab a7%  |Reserve.|™"" hii 

1880 85019 5,838 H0/$ 888 H0|$% 888 5) 

1881 1,710, 5,000 00f 2,158 50 3,047 00 | 
1882 2,110] 11,000 00 604 50) 5.651 50 | 
1883 2,900; 15,000 00 963 78 4,215 28 | 
1884 3,600! 11,000 00! 2,737 59] 6,952 87 | 
1885 1,305 23,000 00] 3 66 6,984 53 | 
1886 dD, 131] 23.000 00 ),539 82] 16,524 35 | 
1887 5,7581 28,000 00 14,786 34] 31,310 69 
1888 7 261 30,000 00 25,501 66] 56,812 35 | 
1559 R B25 11 (Mi) 1) {73 181 Ri) 255 51 | 

1840) 10,282 EIR. 0 00 27,728 1108 0 14 i) 

1391 12,514! 60,200 00! 36,219 65 
1892 14,208) 69,000 00 46,974 78 
1593 16,295! 74,009 83) 061,576 04] 23 
1804 IS, 6411 85,000 00 70.473 09) * 
1895 20,791] 105,647 10| 70,297 02! : 
1896 22,651] 104,647 10. 82,976 73 

1896 Tmos 24, 092] 69, I: od 15, 48,658 12] 525, 179 13 | 
1887 7 165] 15 253 67,587 O08] 592,766 51 

1898 30.7 789] 143,937 06 108,407 24! 701.17 375 ) 
[BH 35,657 | 158,03 136,087 N 1 

£0.1421 195.608 44.767 64 
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was carried to the reserve funi, after paying 
over $195,000 out 1 death claims. 

The order issues policies for 8500, $1,000, 

81,500 and $2,000, the latter sum being the 
limit of insurance carried on any hfe. 

The premiums, payable monthly in ad- 
vance, are as follows: 

Between the 
ages of On On On On 

S500 $1,000 $1,500 52,000 
WoW... i. Sinaia 60 90 $1.20 
SORE. vad .40 65 98 1.30 

BBO XE, «chai bibi 45H 70 $1.05 1.40 
AD... 00 85 1.28 1.70 
SRE EN... iva 56 $1.00 1.50 2.00 

After paying upwards of one million and 
three-quarters in death claims, the Order had 
a surplus in the insurance department of 
$1,082,000 at the end of August last, all of 
which is invested in gilt-edged securities in 
Canada, or is on deposit in the best monetary 
institutions of the country. Not a dollar of 
the moneys collected for the insurance fund 
is or has been used for the expense of man 
agement. The society’s business being con- 
fined to Canada the death rate is very low. 
The aeath rate per 1,000 of membership in 
1898 was 4 56, for 1899, 4 43, and iu 1900, 
4 88, and since the organization of the society, 
the average death rate has been only 4 93. 
The society now has a membership of up- 

wards of 43,000. 
The Sick and Funeral Beuefit Branch, 

although an optional feature, is a very popu- 
lar department and upwards of 22,000 of the 
members of the s)ciety are participating in 
this feature of the order. The benefits are 
$3.00 per week for the first two weeks of 
illness, and $5 00 per week for the following 
ten weeks, altogether $56.00 during any one 
year, besides a funeral benefit of $30 00. In 
case of continued illness $56 is paid each 
year in sick benefits. The fees, payable 
monthly in advance, are as follows: 
Between 18 and 25 years................. 25 cents 

_ ER OOE BE YER... .. ica. onibns 30 cents 
bs ODE IN VORER. «co. i iiaiii, 35 cents 
o 35 and 40 years............ .....40 cents 
# 0and4byears................. 45 cents 

During the year 1900 over $63,000 were 
paid out 1n sick and funeral benefits. 

All physically and morally qualified males, 
between the ages of 18 and 45 years, who are 
not debarred on account of occupation, are 
accepted for membership. 

For further particulars enquire of any of 
the officers or members of the Order, or 
address, 

R. Elhott, H. C. R., Ingersoll, Ont.; Thos. 
White, High Secretary, Brantford, Oat.; 
Ernst Gartung, S. O., Brantford, Ont.; or 
Ww. J. Cameron, 204 Gerrard street Bast, 
Toronto, Ont. 
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The self-made man was speaking. He said: 
“My father was a raiser of hogs. There was 
a large family of us.” And then his voice 
was drowned by applause. 

Menace of the Monroe Doctrine. 

One has to realize what Europe would give 
to have South America as defenceless as 
Africa, before one can gauge the spirit in 
which it views the Monroe doctrine. To 

Europe that edict is the most domineering 
mandate issued to the world since the days 

of imperial Rome. It is an abridgment of 
their national rights, enforced, as they re- 
gard the matter, simply in the interests of 
the dog in the manger. The United States 

will neither take South America for herself 

nor let any one else take it. She does not 
colonize the country with her own people; 
she has no trade with it worth mentioning; 
she admits no responsibility for the outrages, 

disorders, and financial freakishness of her 

proteges. Bat she insists that South Ameri- 
ca is within her sphere of influence; that such 

European holdings as exist there shall 
neither be extenled nor transferred; that 

immigrants who settle on its soil must make 
up their minds to leave their flag behind them; 
and that in the event of trouble between a 

Earopean government and one of the half- 
breed republics under her patronage, satisfac- 
tion must be sought, if at all; in a mere 

financial idemnity — never in the seizure and 

retention of South American territory. 

Do Americans seriously believe that Ka- 

rope will lie passive for ever under such an 
edict! Any one who has looked into the 

bloody and tangled history of South America, 

and kept an eye on the steady stream of Euro- 
pean immigration into Brazil and Argentina, 

can imagine at least a score of incidents any 

one of which would bring the Monroe Doc- 

trine to a decisive test. 
A 
AlviLicans 

Put on one side the 

un placable loyalty of (VU Lied Las 

mous policy, and on the other the congested 

state of Europe, which would make expan- 

sion a necessity n if i e not all tl 

fashion, the military spirit of the Continent 

which will never show England's compliance 

American the extraordinary in- 

ducements to colonization offered by South 

revolutionary 

to wishes, 

and the ol Anerica, 

turbulence that broods over the country from 

has a situ- 

spirit 

Patagonia to Panama—and one 
ation which it will take a miracle to preserve 

intact for another fifty years.—|[Sydney 

Brooks in the Atlantic Monthly. 

JOHN LEE’S FEAR 
Was averted by the timely use 
of South American Nervine — 

Doctors did their est but 

were powerless. 

Ir. John Lee, of Pemt! “1 had 
indigestion, Lh ad | SU INY Spe I Fun 

down in flesh. I was so sick that 1 feared fatal 

1 the 
ur beca 

e will 
A 

results, and was almost in desp 
physician seemed powerless to co 
disease. I was induced to try South A 
Nervine, I received so much benefit from one 
bottle that I persevered in the treatment, and 
to-day I am a new man and am cured com. 
pletely. 66 
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BRISTOL 

WOODY ORKING 

FAGTORY, 

Having Repaired and Replaced Ma- 

chinery, is ready to do First-Class 

Work at lowest possible prices. 

MANUFACTURERS OF~—— 

DOORS SASH MOULDINGS 
HOUSE FINISH! SHEATHING: ETC., 

STAIR WORK. 

Prices to suit the times. 

Estimates given. Orders promptly executed. 

Write or call. 

JOHN J. HAYWARD, 
BRISTOL, N. B. 

All 

the New and 

the Beautiful 

Patterns in Wall Paper 

are now on exhibition at 

We have a 

greater variety than ever 

our store, 

before. 

W. H. Everett, Woodstock. 
No. 6 Main Street. 

Near Bridge. 

ASTHMA CURE FREE! 
Asthmalene Brings Instant Relief and Permanent 

Cure in All Cases. 

SENT ABSOLUTELY FREE ON RECEIPT OF 

WRITE YOUE NAME AND ADDRESS PLAINLY. 

POSTAL. 

It brings in- 
It cures when 

There is nothing like Asthmalene. 
atant relief, even in the worst cases, 
all else fails. 

The Rev. C. F, WELLS, of Villa Ridge, Ill. 
says: “Your trial bottle of Asthmalene receivea in 
good condition. I cannot tell you how thankful 1 
feel for the good derived from it | was a slave, 
chained with patrid sore throat and Asthma for ten 
years. I despaired of ever being cured. I saw 

your advertisement for the cure of this dreadful 
and tormenting disease, Asthma, and thought you 
had overspoken yourselves, bat resolved to give it 

a Ee 

CHAINED 
FOR TEHW 

a trial. To m y astonishment, the ‘rial acted like a 
charm. Send me a full-size bottle.” 

i ge pa 

Rev. Dr. Morris Wechsler, 
f Rabbi of the Cong, Dnai Israel. 

New York, Jan 3, 1901, 
Drs. Tarr Bros’. Mepicizg Co., 

i Gentlemen: Your Asthmalene is an excellent 
remedy for Asthma and Hay Fever, and its compo- 
sition alleviates all rroubles which combine with 

Asthma. Its success is astonishing and wonderful. 
After having it carefully analyzed, we can state 

that Asthmalene contains vo opium, morphine, 
ee, chloroform or ether. Very truly yours, 
RELIEF. REV. DR. MORRIS WECHSLER, 

Dr. Tarr Bros Meoricineg Co. 
Gentlemen: T write this restimonial from a cence of dote havi tected the wondarfnl 

effect of your Asthmalene, for the cure of Asthma. My wife has been afflicted with spas- 
modic asthma for the past 12 years tlaving exhausted my own skill as well aa many 

others, 1 chanced to see your sign upon ve windows on 130th street, New York, I at once 

ber. [I very soon noticed a radical irnprovem After using one bottle her Asthma has 
disappeared and she is entirely free from all symptoms. [1 feel that T ean consistently 
recommend the medicine to all who are afflicted with this distressing disease. 

Yours respectfully, O.D. PHELPS, M.D 

Dr. Tarr Bros. Mebrcize C Fol 

Gentlemen: [ was tronbled with v for 22 years, | have tried numerous remedies, 
but they have all failed. I ran across your advertisement and started with a rial bo tle, 

I found relief at once. 1 have since purchased your full-size hottie, and I am ever grateful 
I have family of four children, and for rs unab! vork. T am oow in the 
best of health and am doing busi yduy, YT testimony you can make such use of 
as you see fit. 

Home address, 23D Rivington street S. RAPHAEL. 
{ Kast 129th st., N York ( 

Tas “tr { Nas M tte! § [ warping of Pouta 

Do not delay. Write at once, addressin DR FAFT BROS MED INE ( 79 

East 130th St., N. Y. City. 
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Ranges have small poker 
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when poking fire. 

Easy 
shaking—one 
does it, 

Handle of poker-crank 
is nickeled—always clean to take hold of. 

This is only one of a score of features possessed only by 
the “Famous Active.” 

Our Ranges are perfect bakers, fuel savers, 
ornament to any Kitchen. 

Made in forty-two styles and sizes. 

Pamphlet free from local agent or nearest house. 

M¢Clary Manufacturing Co 
LONDON, TORONTO, MONTREAL, WINNIPEG, 

VANCOUVER, & ST. JOHAN N.B. 

HEAD 
~ NOISES? 

DEAFNESS OR HARD HEARING 
ARE NOW CURABLE 

by our new invention. Only those born deaf are incurable. 

HEAD NOISES CEASE IMMEDIATELY. 
F. A. WERMAN, OF BALTIMORE, SAYS: 

BALTIMORE, Md. 
Gentlemen : — Being entirely cured of deafness, thanks to your treatment, 1 will 

a full history of my case, to be used at your discretion. 
About five years ago my right ear began to sing, and this kept on getting worse, until I lost 

my hearing in this ear entirely. 
I underwent a treatment for catarrh, for three months, without any success, consulted a num- 

ber of physicians, among others, the most eminent ear specialist of this city, who told me that 
only an operation could help me, and even that only temporarily, that the head noises would 
then cease, but the hearing in the affected ear would be lost forever! 

I then saw your advertisement accidentally in a New York paper. and ordered your treat- 
ment. After I had used it only a few days according to your directions, the 1 ises ceased, and 
to-day, after five weeks. my hearing in the diseased ear has been entirely restored. I thank you 
heartily and beg to remain Very truly vours. 

F. A, WERMAN, ~30 8. Broadway, Baltimore, Md. 

Our treatment does not interfere with your usual occupation, 

Brice ec" YOU CAN CURE YOURSELF AT HOME ™** cose advice free. cost. 

INTERNATIONAL AURAL CLINIC, 596 LA SALLE AVE., CHICAGO, ILL. 

to work — no 

little turn 

and an 

ALL CASES OF 

March 20, 1001. 
Now give you


