THE DISPATCH

FACTS ABOUT HOTEL SWINDLERS.

The Methods of Clever Sharpers.

It is doubtful if London has ever been so
much overrun with members of the swindling
fraternity as it has been durirg the course of
this year, a well-known dJetective informed
the writer recently. This, of course, was
owing to the great influx of visitors to the
Metropolis for the Coronation festivities, and
the detective force have had a very busy time
during the past few months in keeping a
watchful eye on several well-known gangs of
English, American, and Continental sharpers-
who had all sorts of dodges at their finger-
ends, so to speak, in order to fleece the
innocent and foolish.

The type of swindler who has reaped the
richest harvest is undoubtedly the swell
sharper who frequented the crowded hotels.
With such a variety of people to work upon,
it was a comparatively easy matter for him
to find some who would accept his baits, only
to discovér when too late how they had been
o.nght”:!xd swindled. It is really surprising
what a number of wealthy men, whom one
would think would be wide-awake enough to
escape all sharpers’ snares, allow themselves
to be duped, generally by being inveigled
into having a game at cards.

An amazing instance of this occurred at
one of our biggest West-end hotels in the
early part of the year. A wealthy American,
who had come over for the Coronation, while
in the smoking-room one evening, was ac-
costed by a gentleman in evening dress, who
was a? staying at the hotel. -He claimed
an acquh.intance with the American, although
the latter could not remember having met
the man before. The stranger, however,
seemed so sure of the acquaintanceship, and
his manners and conversation were so agree-
able, that the American thought that possibly
they had met in the States, and thus they
became quite friendly.

For several days the two went oat and
about together to see the sights, and the
American congratulated himself on having
found such a charming companion. One
night, however, he was asked by the latter
to make up a card-party of four. He con-
sented, and, needless to say, the other two
of the party were the sharper’s confederates.
At first a few ordinary games of cards were
played, and then poker was suggested. The
American, having by this time imbibed pretty
freely, agreed, and for the first hour seemed
to hold his own. After that, however, he
lost steadily, and ultimately rose from the
table the loser of something like £6,000.

Of course, he knew the next morning that
he had been swindled, but had no definite
proof against his ‘“‘friend.” The latter left
the hotel suddenly the following day. And
I rather fancy that the sight of me had some-
thing to do with his abrupt disappearance,
for I recognised him as being a member of a
certain gang of sharpers about which we had
been warned by the French police.

The aforementioned, you may think, is a
somewhat old dodge, which has been exposed
many times. But there always seem to be
fresh victims. As a rule, the latter are yourg
men who, having little experience of the
world and in search of excitement, are more
easily persuaded to take part in a game.

The hotel swell sharper is always on the
lookout for some young aristocrat who is
anxious to see life and does not know the
“‘runs.” The swindler makes himself parti-

~cularly agreeable by introducing the young

fellow to all sorts of excitement, and they
invariably come across one or two of the
former’s aequaintances. This, of course, is
but a preliminary to the card-parties, when
the sharper and his friends recoup themselves
for their trouble.

Unprotected ladies, too, are favorite vic-
tims of the hotel swindler. Perhaps a wealthy
widow and her daughter may be staying at a
certain hotel during the town season. The
sharper will therefore take a room in the
same hotel, and proceed to ingratiate himself
if possible into the favor of both ladies.

Naturally, he represents himself as being a
man of wealth, and very often “assumes a
false title. Once on a footing. of friendship,
iy is seldom he fails to swindle the ladies of

- money o jewels, either by getting them to

cash a worthless cheque or offering to have
their jewels reset by his jeweller, and sub-
stituting paste stones for the real.

Swindling guests by means of worthless
cheques is often resorted to by hotel sharpers.
Tke swindler will put up at one of the bes:
hotels, and try to make himself particularly
agreeable to everyone. He will always show
a great liberality with his purse, and thus
lead other guests to think that' ¢ is a man
means. After he has been at the hotel for a
few da_vf' however, he will—probably one
evening After the banks are closed—ask one
of the guests, with whom he is familiar, to
cash a cheque for him, explaining that he
has run short of loose cash; and as he in-
tends to go out for the evening he needs
some money before the bank opens the
following day.

Probably the cheque will be for only £5 or
£10, and the guest will, in nine cases out of
ten, cash it. This trick is repeated the same

evening with several other guests, and when
the sharper thinks that he has gone as far as
he dare he departs, often without paying his

bill. T have known a sharper leave as many
as half-a-dozen worthless cheques, for
amounts varyiag from £5 to £20, behind him
in this manner. He generally gets caught,
however, sooner or later.

Then there is the sharper who tries to
swindle hotel managers by pretending to have
lost valuables, ana claiming thetr value from
the cashier. '

An instance of this occurred only a short
time ago. A well-dressed man took a room
in a fashionable hotel, and after he had been
there for two or thrée days complained that
certain articles of jewellery, valued at about
£30, had been stolen from his room. A
search and inquiry amongst the domestics
was made, but without any trace of the miss-
ing articles being discovered.

Hotels will do anything rather than have
it annouaced to the world that robberies are
frequently committed there, and so the man-
ager settled the matter by paying for the
jewelery. Sortly afterwards the man tried
the same dodge at another hotel, but was ex-
posed by a guest who, singularly enough
had stayed at the hotel where the sharper
had previously tried his trick, and conse-
quently recognised him at once.

A similar dodge was tried by a ‘‘foreign
countess”’ some time ago. Aware that hotel-
keepers are liable for the property of guests
up to a certain amount, irrespective of negli-
gence, the ‘‘countess” when her bill was pre-
sented to her, declared that she had been
robbed of a silver belt worth more than the
amount of the bill. But while the manager
was dubiously discussing the point the head
chambermaid quietly stepped forward and
said that she had heard that identical silver
belt story twice before at two seaside hotels
where she had happened to be serving as
housemaid. Needless to say, the ‘‘countess”
quickly paid her bill and departed.

Good Health for Capital

Maintaining good health is to the majority of
people the most vital question in the world and
nature affords no more efficient strengthener for
the system and restorative for the nerves than Dr.
Chase’s Nerve Food. Naturally, gradually, and
certainly it forms new, red corpuscles in the i)lood.
creates new, healthy nerve cells and puts into the
gystem the snap, energy and vitality that defles

isease.
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NERVE OF KLEPTOMANIACS.

They Have More Than Ordinary Thieves.

‘The most remarkable case of kleptomania
that ever came to my notice, and one that
came very near being my ruin,’ said a detec-
tive the other day in conversation with a
Washington ‘Post’ man, ‘occurred several
years ago. I was then employed in a large
department store in Washington.

‘One day during the winter holiday season
a well-dressed woman entered the store car-
rying a muff and umbrella. As she passed
by the leather goods department I saw her
skillfully *‘swipe’ a pocket book from a num-
ber that were in display. She placed the
pocketbook in her muff.

‘I followed her to the elevator and up on
to the third floor. On the way up she dis-
covered that I was following her, and, when
she left the elevator she managed, without
my seeing her, to place the pocketbook that
she had stolen between two boxes on the
doll counter.

‘This, however, I failed to notice, and,
when she came downstairs I told the pro-
prietor in her hearing that she had stolen a
pocketbook.

‘The proprietor looked at me horror-strick-
en, while the lady, turning about, demanded
to know what I had said. I was so certain
of my ground that I repeated the accusation,
whereupon the proprietor said to me:—

**No, no, you're mistaken. This lady
and her husband are friends of mine, whom
I entertain frequently.”

‘I was feeling awfully shaky, but being so
cocksure teat she had the pocketbook, I put
on a bold front and stuck to my first state-
ment. The lady was terribly indignant and
the proprietor had a regular case of trembles.

‘While he was making all sorts of apologies
she was realing the riot act to me. She told
me that I would ‘‘pay for this dearly,” gave
orders to the floorwalker to telephone for her
husband, and insisted on being searched.

‘Things were looking pretty squally for me
when a thing happened that changed the
complexlon of events very materially. I no-
ticed that she had shifted the position of her
hands in her muff several cimes,‘and that she
had also placed her umbrella leaning against
the counter, and thinking that she might
have slipped the pocketbook down into the
latter, I, without saying a word, reached
over, picked up the umbrella and turned it
upside down.

‘The pocketbook did not drop out as I had
expected, but, what was better still, eight
pairs of kid gloves, trom which tags had never
been removed, rolled out upon the floor.
They were not taken from nor did they be-
long to our store, but from the tags I recog-
nized them as belonging to an other estab-
lishment which dealt in gloves next door.

‘I was beginning by this time to catch on,
and without losing any time I went for the
proprietor of the store next door. He came
in, identified the gloves, and stated that the
lady had been in his store, but that she made
no purchases.

‘At this time she broke down and began to
cry, and, desiring to clinch matters all around

“« PETE TORNADO.”

Our Direct Gear Horse Power and|Tornado Threshers are the Best.

“Syracuse” Steel Plows.

Cook Stoves.

“Climax”’

Ranges for Coal or Wood.

Wood Furnaces.
Steel Road Scrapers.

Call at works and examine or writeJus tor prices before purchasing.

CONNELL BROS., LIMITED,
Woodstock, N. B.

AVE vyou
%_ H been smok-
ing a good deal
lately and feel
an occasional
twinge of pain
round yourheart?
Are you short of
breath, nerves
£ unhinged, sensa-
tion of pins and needles
going through your
arms and fingers?
Better take a box or two
of Milburn’'s Heart and
Nerve Pills and get cured
before things become too
serious.
As a specific for al!

heart and nerve
troublestheycan-
not be excelled. A
true heart tonic, blood
enricher and nerve re-
newer, they cure nervousness, sleepless-
ness, nervous prostration, smoker's heart,
palpitation of the heart, after effects of la
grippe, etc.

Price soc. per box or 3 boxes for $1.25
at all druggists, or will be sent on receipt
of price by

The T. Milburn Co., Limited,
Toronto, Ont.

I made a hurried trip up the third floor,
looked over the doll counter, found the poc-
ketpbook she had stolen, and brought it back
in triumph.

‘It turncd out that her husband was a
wealthy man and could have purchased her
anything she needed. She broke down com-
pletely, confessed that she could not resist
the temptation to take things. Her husband,
who was coming down to polish me oft as an
impudent blackmailer, had the job of paying
for the gloves and pocketbook, and of hush-
ing things up with the two storekeepers.

*‘If I had failed to make good the charge 1
had preferred against the lady, losing my job
would have been the lightest of all the woes
that would have fairly rained down upon me.

‘There is a great deal more of this than
one thinks, and a department store detective
frequently has to stand by in silence and see
things stolen rather than take the conse-
quences that would certainly follow in the
event he undertook to apprehend the genteel
“kleptomaniacs” who do the stealing.’
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Why Sniffle and Sneeze ?

Don’t suffer any more with a cold in the
head, just carry a CATARRHOZONE INHALER in
your vest pocket, use it now and again and
you won't have colds. Catarrhozone knocks
out a cold in ten minutes, kills a headache in
five minutes, and hard racking coughs in half
an hour. Inhale the pleasant Catarrhozone
vapor five minutes four times daily and 1t
will cure Bronchitis, Lung Trouble, Deaf-
ness, Asthma and Catarrh in any part of the
system. Catarrhozone is the most direct,
modern and scientific method, and is guar-
anteed to give satisfaction. Complete two
months’ treatment costs $1.00, trial size 25c.
Druggists or N. C. Polson & Co., Kingston,
Ont.

Hamitron’s PrLs Cure CONSTIPATION.
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About the ouly perfect people in the
world are the perfect fools,

Rain falls alike npon the just and unjust,
but the latter use it as a chaser.

An opportunity of a lifetime is often mere-
ly a chance to say ‘‘no.”-—Chicago ‘‘News.”

The more some people try to explain the

deeper they get in the hot water.

Man has very little use for
dosen’t confirm his own opinion,

Unless a man is satisfied with himself he
is not in the self-made class.

Unless a man is intelligent and consistent
he neéver changes his mind.

-

advice that

Servaut: *‘‘Shall I put the master’s pipes
away in the cupboard, mum, now that he’s
swore off smokin’?”’

Mistress: ‘‘No, Jane; just put them on
the corner of his desk, where he’ll be able to
find them the day after to-morrow.”

For Your
New Carriage

GIVE US A CALL.
For Repairs on

Your Old Carriage
GIVE US A CALL.

Our material and workmanship are the best to be had.

It is a pleasure to have you call at our warerooms.

THE WOODSTOCK CARRIAGE (0.

Main Street, South Side of Bridge.

Parchment
Butter Paper

is a specialty with us.

such quantities that we
fice in the province.

5 @ 8 . We can give it to you in large
size 24x36 inches, for tub linings or, in printed or un-
printed wrappers for one or two pound prints. This
paper is the very best on the market and we buy it in_

can sell it as cheaply as any of

-

Queen Street,
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Woodstock, N. B.

.For Harsh Hair.

For hair that is dry and harsh there is no
better lotion than that given by Dr. Erasmus
Wilson. Here is the formula:

Eau de cologne, eight ounces; tincture of
cantharides, one ounce; oil of English laven-
der, one-half dram; oil of rosemary, one-
half dram.

Rub this into the hair at night two or
three times a week until the hair begins to
revive under the treatment, After that do
not use it oftener than once in two weeks.

For dandruff there is nothing which can
quite equal an egg shampoo. It is made in
this fashioa:

Yolk of one egg, one pint of rainwater,
one ounce of rosemary spirit.

Beat the mixture thoroughly and use 1t
warm, rubbing well into the scalp. After it
has dried shampoo the hair with soap sham-
poo and warmn water.—Philadelphia Ledger.

ft's a strong Statec... .
but a straight fact, when we s |

the greatest help to the live g.
and general storekeeper in Canada 1

“The Canadian Grocer.”

You cannot read it without getting
some valuable information, Spend a
cent for a post card and send for a2
sample copy and be convinced.

The MacLean Pub. Co., Limited

rADANTYA. MONTREAL.

CHARLES P. PARKER,
Painter & Grainer,
PAPER HANCER, SICN PAINTER, &C.

Hard Wocd Finishing, Pine Wood Finish-
ed in its natural color, or painted in tints to
suit. Also, Staining Graining, Marbleing,
Kalsomining, etc. ‘

First-class work—Ilowest prices.

Shop and Resicenc:

Richmond Street, Woodstoek, N, B.

Flour. Flour.

FOR SALE.

A quaatity of our

SPECIAL BRAND,

“PRIMROSE.”

' This is an excellent Bread and Pastry Flour.
Call and get prices.

Meduxnakeag Roller Mill,
J. M. FRIPP.

£&r'The Meduxnakeag Roller Mills are running
every day and giving excellent satisfaction. Bring
along your wheat,
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