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BRITAIN’S SECRET SERVICE.

How it Compares th Porclzn Institutions.

All the great nations rcquire information
about other countries which is not obtainable
openly. For Intelligence
Departments of the great military powets on
the Continent n'zed on a scale of

cost and efficieucy undreamed of in this con-

this reason the
are orgas

stitutional country.

In Russia the seeret police employ a eon-

hoth male and

siderab!e number of agonts,
fsamgif; who are resideut in Kngland, Some
of these paid agents, or 8pies, wre peope
well kanown in society. I'heir duties vary
from diplomatic work of the highest delicacy
to the collection of newspaper cuttings.

One of the points atteade d o by the Rus
gian Secret Service is the record of avery

ks or writes

En*.«.v\ public man Who Spe

about Russia. On one oceasion the present
writer had the opporjunity of geeing the eys-
tem tollowed by the Russian police. Kvery
speech and every writing of Mr Shaw-Lefe-

very formidable
of his birth,

habits, tastes

vre—an manocent sana not

personage— with
parentage, means,
and position weré all entered up in a great
po!‘lfu.lu.

Mr. Shaw-Lefevre was, I believe, at one
sociated with the Friends of Russian
like all the other

particulars
resutence,

time
Freetiom, and is, therefore,
members of that body, carcfully watched by
the agents of Russia.
Coansiderable sums are spent by Russia on
i Asia, Baluch-
The object
Britamn
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secret service agents in (,u ra

istan, Persia and in Tndia i sclf,
of these agents is to belittie Great
and belana Holy Russia. C
matic duels take place berween British Consu

mstant

lar ;s_;c'lts and the avowed | present itives ol

Russia. This
agents 1s going

subterranean war of secret

on all over the world.

The German systemn of secret service is
conducted on much more ecientific lines
German knowledge of the United Kingdon 18

completer than that of mos Foghshmen., 1
was lately informed by &’ B
of the highest rank that the
stafl possesses a s hedu Fhel
all the chief residences in ¢
Every picture and work oi

siderable valug is known to the
general staff, while the study of British topo
graphy, the mastery of oui
the knowledge of the fords,
Ligh roads

itish diplomatist
German general
contents of
kingdom.
rt of any con-
German
ordnance aps,
smithies, ob
stacles, population and form the
subject of examination from Ge
who are told off to the duty of

rman oftlicers
11

knowledge of the counties of the United
Kingdom.
The German agents in England, who are

occupied in surveying our couutry with a
view to contingencies, are generally to ve
found in couples in the guise of tourists.
They know to a head how wmwany horses the
Irish farmers can supply within a given time.
They have made a€areful study of the idiosyn-
crasies of our leading men. Their tastes,
habits, health, friends and means are care-
fully noted by the astute Teurons, who distil
the houey of informatiou from Eaglish fields
for the German hive.

Thke principal feature in which German
Secret Service differs from that of England is
that the Germans co-ordinate the whole of
their knowledge, and have it ready to hand
in a concentrated form whenever it is re-
quired.

The English system is different. There is
a Secret Service Fund controlled by the
Foreign Cffice. So many Foreign Office
agents are hostile to England, and are unpaid
that the Foreign Office service is often found
to be useless for naval or military purposes.

During the last two years the admiralty
has succeeded 1n wresting from the Foreign
Office the control of the Sécret Service, so
far as it affects the navy. During the trouble
with France over Fashoda agents of the ad-
miralty were busily watching French opinign
in the great cenires. The Knglish Military
Iht.elliqen?’epartment is ;’in a -"sepumte
service

. What is required is to concentrate in one
spot the whole of the knowledge obtainable.
The Foreign Office should be the brain, the
eyes and the antennae of the nation. The
German and Russian Foreign Offices fulfil
these functions. The British Foreign Office
not only does not know what if going to
happen; it does not want to know; while the
Military and Foreign Office Intelligence De-
plrtments are separated administratively.

Afte heavy experience of the Boer
war it i nconceivable that the government
will not take steps forthwith to reorganize
the whole of our intelligence system-—naval,
u;'litari and diplomatic. Our ignorance of
foreign countries contrasts unplmantly with
tlur gnowledge about us.

rance is rapidly becoming a pmet'ul
pouer, and is losing that passion for military
g which has oppressed her for hundreds
o?;uu. Germany -and Russia, however,
require careful watching, aand the pacific
tendencies of the French Republic may be
dissipated by the temptations of an allisnce
that Germany may yet have to offer.

What does the admiralty know about the

German fleet? “Very little. How many times
has the naval attache in Berlin visited Emden,
or even Kiel? For what purpose are the
miles of quays erected at Kmdeu, a little

acquiring full

village with a tenth-rate museum in lt’i If
the Boer war taught us anything it was to
enforce the lesson that knowledge is power.
There is nothing #o conducive to peace as a
full knowledge of the intentions and tend-
encies of other nations. An enormous out-
lay may be saved by the reorganization and
establishment of an efficient and up to date
system of sécret service.

An Innocent Soul.

A Washington despatch referring to a
thirty per cent. increase in the duties on all
imports in Venezuels reveals an economic in-
ncence that would scarcely be possible, we
hope, anywhere but in Washington or The
Hamilton Spectator Oftice. The despatch
s'ates that Veneruela as 4 war measure has
augmpented the duties to the amount stated,
and then the government goes on to say that
it is regarded in Washington as a keen stroke
of political finesse, as it will practically place
the indemnity which Venezuela has sgreed
to pay upon the shoulders of the foreign mer-
chants who conduct all of Venezuela’s im.
ports.

The child-like confidence that pervades the
despatch makes it clear that there are people
who really believe in (hese manifest delu-
sions. We are apt to think at timese that no
one able to read or think actually believes in
them, that they are, indeed, merely promul-
gated and sustained by selfish interests. But
this despatch, emanating from somebooy able
to read and write, clearly indicates that some
simple soul-—and he indicates that there are
other simple souls with whom he has conver-
sed who are in a similar state of mental twi-
light —implicitly believes that the merchants
of Venezuela, by virtue of a tariff increase,
will pay the foreign indemnity!

If so, they must either be surpassingly rich
or they will come to smash. Bat they are
probably in no danger. The momeat the in-
crease 1 tariff goes into operation the merchant
will calmly 1ncrease his prices to the amount
of the duties, or perbaps a little more, to
the interest and other charges  on
appreciated goods and the increased cost of
The only way in which it can affect

cover

living,

he merchant will be in the decreased volume
of sales which mcreased prices will inevitably
cause, but even agaiust this obstacle the sol-
vent werchant is amply able to guard him-
self.

The Washington gentleman may be assur-
ed that the ordinary consumer of
Venezuela will pay the foreign indemnity,
even the wild Indian in the depths of ‘the
forests, with nothing but a wisp of cotton
will contribute his mite,
although all uncounscious that he is playing a
part in a great transaction,
The only immediate effect on the foreign
merchants will be that those who happen at
the end of the blockade to have any stock of
goods left will find 1t suddenly increased
thirty per cent. in value —Toronto Globe.

The Expedltlon Against Kano.

A British expeditionary force, consisting
of rather over 1000 native African soldiers
and some sixty-four British officers and
civilians, recently started for Northern
Nigeria, for the purpose of bringing to terms
the Emir of Kano, one of the tributary sov-
ereigns of the Sokoto Niger territories, which
came under the direct control of the Fnglish
government at the time of the Royal Niger
Company. This great colonial possession,
having its water front on the Gulf of Guinea
and extending hundreds of miles northward
to the Desert of Sahara, has been by degrees
brought under the direct administration of
the representatives of the English Colonial
Oftice, but, in consequence of certain dis-
agreements, growing, possibly, oat of vigor-
ous attempts to break up the slave trade, the
Emir of Kano has bade the English defiance,
and has collected about him a force of 10,000
men for the purpose of defending his city
against the attack. As this resistence on the
part of the emir mla be likely to cause
other mative potentates to assume an inde-
pendent attitude face to face with the Eng-
lish, and as there are only 165 English officials
in_this dependency, which numbers many
mﬁliorm of natives, it was considered neces-
sary to proceed forthwith in the work of
establishing British supremacy in this Ma.
hometan stronghold. Kano is one of the
oldest commercial centres in the world. It
was the centre of trade of northern and west-
ern Africa, the starting point of caravans
across the Deserc of Sahara fully 1500 years
ago. The city is in the centre of an exceed-
ingly fertile country, and stands itself sur-
rounded by walis, built generations ago,
which have a thickness of one hundred feet
and a height of from forty to seventy feet.
At this place have been collected the products
of tropical Africa, such as gum arabie,
feathers and ivory, while the cotton cloth

manufactured at Kano was for a long time a
luxury even in Europe. Relatively, the place
has undergone a great decline in last cen-
tury ‘or two, as other trade channels have
taken the place of those which led across the
desert. Whether with the small force at
their command the Eunglish would succeed in
overcoming the recalcitrant emir was thought
doubtful, but it speaks not a little of the
conﬁdenco in themselves as Eunglish colonial
administrators, that with such a small force
they were willing to undertake what appear-
ed to be a task at*ended with a gresb deal of
risk.—Toronto World.
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No Shopping ln England.

The shopping woman, a8 she is known on
this side of the Atlantic, is an unknown
quantity in England, says an exchange. In
that country it is not customary for any
woman to go shopping—to visit the stores
simply to inspect the goods exposed for sale.
Those who enter the shops do so for the pur-
pose of purchasing, and they are expected to
leave an order or they will be in danger of
having a cool reception the next time they
‘go the rounds.” To examine a number of
articles and not to buy some of them would
be to impair the proepects of the saleswoman,
the theory being that she must have offended
the customer or have been otherwise remiss.
The customer would hardly be able tu leave
the shop without an interview with the sales-
man. American women resent being asked
why they are not suited and are consequently
unpopular in Regent and Bond street shops.

According to a Loadon paper, the Ameri.
can method requires a morning to buy a yard
of chiffon. The customer, after leaving the
baby in the store nursery, listens to a free
concert for a few minutes, reads the latest
magazines in the lounging room, consumes
ice cream soda and a slice of watermelon,
also tree; looks at ostrich feathers, shirt-
waists and mourning gowns, and as a last
resort before luncheon time buys her chiffon.
In England she would have been met at the
door by a shopwalker, who wrests from her
the ohject of her visit to the establishmeut,
transfers her to a high chair before the chiffon
counter and see that she buys. The plan is
easier for the clerk, perhaps, but it deprives
the shopper of much amusement. Besides,
everyone knows that if one wanders around 4
shop long enough she is pretty certain to buy
something she did not really come after The
shopkeepers benefit more by these accidental
purchases than they lose by showing goods

to shoppers who have no intention of buying,
REAIL £ > S

Perishable Goods.

In a Vermont village there lives a young
man who has reached the age of tweaty-four
with no apparent thought of taking to him
self a wife, although all his companions hive
either *‘settled” or left the place. He 15 re-
guarded by the entire community as a con-
firmed bachelor. His mother looks upon his
state with a sadness which has afforded more
or less amusement to her summer boarders.

““There’s one of his last pictures,” said the
mother displaying a photograph on a small
card. ‘‘It's a good likeness, ain’t 1t? Getting
kind of drawed round the mouth, same as his
pa, he is. I said to him that I'd been want.
ing he should have a dozen taken, so T could
give 'em round to his friends—young ladies-—
for sometimes a picture standing on a bureau,
facing right to you every morning, will start
a kind of affectionate feeling. I've been wait
ing in hopes he'd think of it himself, but
when I saw that he was begining to fade and
show his age I took matters right into my
own hands and marched him to the photo-
grapher quick as I could. I only hope some
good may come of it.”—Youth’s Companion.

Three Signs.

When 1 was a young man, said an old timer,
I was employed in an Ohio town of some
1,800 inhabitants. One day the town was
billed from roof to foundation in flaming
letters, ‘“They’re Coming!” One couldr’t go
amiss of the big letters. They followed him
everywhere, and half the town would awaken
in the middle of the night with those huge
letters staring them in the face, while taey
wondered what it all meant.

A week or more passed, and pne morning
every one of those signs was covered with
another equally flaming ‘‘They Have Come,
at Town Hall Tonight!” And you may be
sure the town turned out in force. There
wasn’t standing room, although a liberal ad-
mittance fee was charged. Inside a ble cur-
tain excluded the stage, and to this all eyes
were turned as the appointed hour drew near.
There was a little delay, and it was about

half past 8 when the -curtain slowly rose,
disclosing to view another of the big lettered
signs, only the wording was different this
time.

The sign read ‘‘They Have Gono"' And
you can %et your last dollar it wasn’t long
before the townspeople had gone. Some
clever fellows had worked the game success-
fally and got away with a snug little sum,
leaving only a couple of townspeople to pull
up the curtain.

You May Need

PainXiller

For

Cuts

Burns Cramps

Bruises Diarrhoea
All Bowel
Cpm?hlnu

It is a sure, |d| and qnick remedy. g

There's cnly one PglN-KlLLEIL
PERRY Davis'
Twe eizes, 25¢. and 50c.

MONEY TO LOAN

. On Real Estate.
APPLY TO D. M'LEOD VINCE®

Barrister-at-Law, Woodstoca, . B.
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WASHING MACHINES.

Time works wonderful
changes in all fields-—meth-
ods that were considered
the best a decade ago are
obsolete today. Ideas that
prevailed a quarter of a cen-
tury ago are long since
exploded. That which ap-
peared impossible of accom-
plishment in 1898 is render-
ed easy in 1903. Progress
is the watchword all along
the line, and he who does
not recognize this fact is
soon out of the running.

In no department of the home, we feel safe in saying, has
there been a greater transformation brought about in recent years
by the introduction of up to date appliances than in the case with
respect to the day generally termed WASH DAY.

This day of all days in the week is the one hitherto mostly

dreaded ;

but in the home where proper appliances are used it is

not less bright and free from onerous rountine than any other of

the working days.

The fact is, that in the ideal home wash day is not considered
at all in the light of a day of exceptionally heavy and unpleasant

work, because it is not by any means a day to be abhored if a
really good WASHING MACHINE is brought into requisition.

The RE-ACTING WASHER fills the hill.

It 1s made of

thoroughly seasoned lumber, guaranteed against defects in  work-

manship or material.
reach of every housekeeper.

The price is 30 chedp that it is within the

Call at our store both at Woodstock and Centreville and see

this great labor saving machine.

W. I.. DIBBLEE & SON.

Parchment
Butter Paper

is a specialty with us.

size 24x36 inches, for tub linings or,
printed wrappers for one or two pound prints.

We can give it to you in large

or un-

This

in printed

paper is the very best on the market and we buy it in
such quantities that we can sell it as cheaply as any of

fice in the province.
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