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The Trans-Siberian Railway.

Generals January, February and March
were the commanders who were credited with
having been the conquerors of Bonaparte's
army of invasion in Russia. Now it is said
that & general thaw will be the ablest com-
mander on the Japanese side. Trustworthy
informstion from Russian sources describes
the Siberian railway as certain to break down
. and become useless at innumerable places as
800n as the spring weather loosens the frost
that now holds the road together. There is
blocking everywhere now owing to the in-
adequacy of the road for the service demand-
of it. Whar will result from subsidences of
the ro:dway can only be looked forward to
with apprehension. Russian officers engaged
in forwarding troops and supplies to the seat
of war nre reported to be in despair over con-
ditions that seem to them to make certain
the irpossibility of keeping the railway in
operation,. _ﬂfl‘he number of troops that can
be sent over the line now, while iis in its
best coudition, consists of mere Jriblets to
what should be on the move, and these must
in every case be accompanied with sufficient
supplies for preseat and future maintenance,

The Trana.Siberian Railway was begun on
May 19, 1891, and is the longest railway in
the world. It extends eastward from Moscow
to a station over the Manchurian border,
called Manchuria. There the rails merge
into those of the Chinese Exstern Railway
and edutinue across the province of Man-
churia in a south-easterly direction to Har-
bin, whoere the line branches, one section
proceccding in a generally southerly direction
to Port Arthur, on the point kvewn as
Regent's Sword. The other branch continues
eastwurd to Nikolek, or Nikolskoe, where it
joing the section of road runniog irom Khab-
arovk:, on the Amur river, to- Viadivost« ck,
The whit o terminal railway station at Moscow,
or the Koursky Voxal, as it s ecalled in
Ruessia. 18 5,388 miles from Port” Arthur,
5,368 iuiles from Dalny, sbout 5,130 miles
from Vixdivostock, 4,780 miles from Harbin,
and 41,197 miles from Manchurja. Yet all
these lincs were Iaid by Russia in ten and a
half ycurs, or in about the time that it took
the Usnndian Pacific to lay 2,921 miles of
track. In consequence of Russia’s haste,
bowever, the work was badly dcn:, snd it

was {ound necessary practically to rebuild

the rosd. Originally, rails weighing only
twelve pounds to the foot had been put down,
and wicrever possible wooden bridges had
been DLuilr; the switches for passing traing
haa been placed far apart, the curves were
shary,, the grading carelessly done, and short
ties were used. Comnsequently, it was im-
possihie to travel except at a crawl; twenty

miles 2. hour was the extreme for the so
called 4.t trains, and 1t was only possible to
operatc one passeager and two freight trains
a day.

So soon as this was recognized, however,

the ¢overnment went smartly to work and
immdately re graded the line, put down
heavicr rails, and replaced the wooden
bridees with steel. At the present time the
scheduic rate of speed for passenger trains is
thirteen and a half miles an hour, so that the
‘fast’ through expresses from Moscow and
Dalny. which before the war used to leave
these points of departure four times a week.
requirc about two weeks to complete th.
journcy, compared with the Canadian Pacific's
‘Imperial Limited” run of 97 hours from
Montreal to Vaneouver, a distance of 2,900
miles, or an average of nearly 30 miles au
hour, which is more than double the speed
of the Russian trains under the most favor.
able circumstances. The report that six
hundred Russian soldiers have been frozen
to death at Lske Baikal, while marching
acros: the ice, has served to call increased
attention to the weakest link in this line.
Lake Baikal is about 1,500 feet above the

way has been continued across the luke on
the ice, and the ice continues until the latter
part of April. When the ice breaks up great
delays occur, and it will not be, so it is said,
until 1905 at the earliest that the connecting
line will be completed which is being built
around the southern end of the lake. The
fection through the mountaine about Lake
Baikal includes a tunnel several miles long,
and there are rivers flowing across Siberia

from south to north, otherwise there were no

great engineering difficulties in the construc-
tion of the rond. When the railroad wus
first projected, it was intended to carry it
down the Shilka and the Amur to Khabarov
ka, aund thence south to the valley of the
Usuri to Viadivostok. It was constrvcted to
Stetensk, on the Shilka river, and the branch
from Kharbarovka to Viadivostok was also
built, the two points being connected by
means of light draught steamboats operated
on the Shilks and Awmur rivers. Shortly
after this had been accomplished, the Russ-
ians had secured the right to build across
Manchuria the branch leading down through
Harbin to Vladivost: ¢k, and so the round
about line was abandoned. Later they se-
cured the privilege of carrying a branch from
Harbin to Port Arthur. The cost of the rail-
way bas exceeded $200,000,000 to the pre
sent time, and it will cost A good deal more

before it is completed and put in first-class
condition.

THE ALBATROSS.

Curlous Diversions of Courtly Birds.
(Detroit Nevu.)

In the Laysan Islands of the Pacific the al-
batross is very tame and very sbundant. A
naturalist, in an exchange, thus describes the
80-called dance or ‘‘cake walk.” as the sailors
call it, of these interesting birds: *““Tw» ai-
batrosses approach each other bowing pro-
foundly and stepping rather heavily. They
circle around each other, nodding solemnly
all the time. Nex: they fence a little, cross.
ing bills and whettiag them together, peck.
ing meanwhile, and dropping stiff little bows.
Suddenly one lifts its closed wing and nibbles
at the feathers underneath, or, rarely, if in a
hurry, merely turns its heal and tucks its
hill under its wing. The other bird during
thix short performance assumes a statuesque
pose and either hooks mechsically from side
to side or snaps its bill loudly a few times.
Then the firat bird bows once and, pointing
its head and beak straight upward, rises on
it toes, puffs out its breast and utters a pro-
longed nasal groan, the other bird snapping
its bill loudly and rapidly at the same time.
When they have finished they begin bowing
at each other again, almost always rapidly
and alternately, and presently repeat the
performance.

Sometimes three of the birds will engage
in the play, one dividing 1ts attention be-
tween two. They are always most polite,
uever losing their temper or offering any
violence. They begin bowing and waiking
about as if their very lives depended upon it.
If one stands where albatrosses are reasonably
abundant he can see as muny as twenty cou-
ples hard at work bowing and groaning on
all sides, and paying oot the slightest
attention to his presence.

Should one enter a group of albatrosses
which have been recently engaged in this
diversion and begin to bow very low the
birds will sometimes walk around in a puzzled
sort of way, bowing in return, a curious fact,
which F. H. von Kittlitz thus recorded as
early as 1834: *‘When Herr Isenbeck met
one, he used to bow to it, and the albatrosses
were polite enough to answer, bowing and

cackling.”
25c.
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A Frosty Adieu.

Good-bye, Winter ! Linger not

Round each chilled and barren spot ;

Quite enough of you'’ve we've got. .
Good-bye, Winter! Linger nos,

Good-bye, Winter ! Plesase get out,
We are sick of snow and gont,
‘“Rheumatiz” and grippy bout.
Good-bye, Winter! Do get out.

Good-bye, Winter! Hang 1t all !
You possess a fearful gall.

Don’t you know how leng to call ?
Good-bye Winter! Hang 1t all !

Good-bye, Winter ! Say adieu,
We are cold and mad and blue—
We've no further use for you,
Woozy Winter ! Here’s adieu,
—

A Stolen Treasure.

In these days of treasure seeking it is odd
that enterprising heads have not conceived
the idea of hunting for some of the treasure
which can be proved to exist; and if one only
knew where to locate it fame as well as for-
tune would be secured. To mention one in-
stanze, there is the property stolen from
Mme. du Barri in 1791, valued at tens of
thousands of pounds. The inventory of the
jewels reads. like a page torn from the
*‘Arabian Nights.” Girandoles set with dia-
monds, diamond earrings weighing 100 grains
each, bracelets set with twenty-four large
diamonds round ‘‘table emeralds” with a
cipher in diamonds above; bandeaux of dia-
monde, shoe-buckles of rubies, and shoe
buckles set with bouffettes, the center dia
monds in each weighing twenty grains. And
these are only a few of the items.

Thieves broke into the Countess’s chatean
st Louveciennes, and earrivd off this spoil
They were traced to London, where they
offered a diamond for sale, asking about a
third of its value. The jeweler bought it,
and enquired if they had others. They
brought him twenty stones, which he pur
chased for £1,500, and then he went to in
form the Lord Mayer. The thieves wer:
arrested, and information sent to Mme. ¢
Barri, who had notified her loss in all the
large towns of Europe. She took her ow:
jeweler with her, a man named Rouen, wnd
they ideatified most of the spml, Riuen
pointing out much of his own work in the
settings. But the London liwyers did not
think themselves authorizad to hand over th-
jewels. There were complex formalities o
go through, and the uufortunare ludy, after
fighting the question for three or four month
in the courts, had to returu to Paris withou
them.

The jewels were encloséd iu a strong box
sealed with the municipal seal, and deposited
with Messrs. Ransom, Mortand & Co., the
bankers in “‘Pall Mall street, opposite Marl
borough signed by (among others Lord
Queensberry, who undertook to keep it in
safe custody until a definite conclusion had
been reached.

Afrer some time the Countess returned to
England,. taking up her residence in Braton
street. She interested many great people in
her cause, Pitt among thewm, but she did no
get the diamonds. KEvenis were marching
rapidly in France. The Revolution brok.
out. Mume. du Barri, unluckily for herself,
hastened home to look ufter her property a
Leuveciennes. Then came war between
England and France. The mistress of Louss
XV., the absorber of so much of the wealth
of France, was seized upon by the people,
who were raging wildly against anything and
everything which had connection with
royalty. Her visits to London were made
the pretext for her arrest, and her condem
nation was a foregone conclusion. Sentence
was pronounced, and the next day she was
executed.

The poor wretch fought for her life as she
had fought for her jewels—and as uselessly.
Years afterwards her nephew, an officer in
Napoleon’s Guard, made strenuous efforts to
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is then put nto his basket, persuaded to
blow frow irs -depths a mouthful of spray, in
twimitable manner—and “Chine-e
Junk Biow: Up in Port Arthur Harbor by
Japanese Torpedo” gives the reading puplic
a tervible insight into the horrors of war.
The possibilities of the laundryman are un-
hmited.  With a coal scuttle he is “*Chinese
Ammuoition Carrier Impressed by the Rus
wians.”  With a crowbar he 18 *‘Jupanese
Officer diszuised as Coclie, Attempting to
Wreck a Russisn Bridge.” Turn a ¢hopping
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comes “‘Korean Mourner in the Streets of
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On the Witness Stand.
was a smart man,

cross-examiner

The

whose object was to disconcert the witness

and disconnect his testimony.

“What did you say your name was!” was

the first question,
““Michael Doherty.”

*‘Michael Doherty, eh! Now, Doherty,

answer this question carefully. Are youa

married man?”’
“T thinkso. T was marriei.”
“So you think because you got married

that you are a married man, do you? Now tell

me whom you married.”

lights if they would keep uj |

THEHORSE MARKET

Demands Sound Horses Only.

Lame horses sell
are neither

1t less than half their actual e ana |
desiralile for ‘ The

will work & permanent cure for Spavins, Ringbones,
Eplints, Curbe, etc,, and all forms of Leameness
It cures thousands of cases annually, Such endorsements

one following are a guarantee of merit,

Cured two Bone Spavins of Ten Years’ Standing

Earlville, N.Y., Mar. 11, 1901.

1= B. ]. Kendall Co,, Gentlemen :—Some vears ago |
v your Kendall's Svavin Curecon a horse that had two
Done 8pavine, andit removed them entirely, These
Liavins had been on him from birth, and were of ten
«tanding. I now have a case of a mare that was
d by falling through a bridge, and am going to give
mplete treatment with your Spavim Cure, Please -
ne a copy of your ‘* Treatise on the Horse and his
: Yours very truly, CLARK O, PORT,

Price $1: aix for $6. Asaliniment for family uce
it no equal,  Ask your druggist for Xendall's
mavin Cure, also A Treatise on the Horse,

tue book free, oraddress L.

® DR. B. J. KENDALL CO.. Enosburg Falls, V1.

years'

THE BEST
PLUMBING

At most reasonable prices is what-
I am offering the public
Estimates cheerfully furnished
» On any kind of work in my line.

A full line of materials of all:
kinds. Aqueduct Pipe at specially-
low rates All work guaranteed:

first class.

I. C. CHURCHILL,

Connell Street, Woodstock

THE COLD WEATHER

Is Yet to Come.

If you want a new

HEATER
Cook Stove

to replace the old one, call in
have a full line of each.

We

Have you seen the new STEEL KOOT
ENAY RANGE with Hot Closet?
Start in the new year with a good Stove: one
that will be easy on the wood pile, and no more

burnt bread in the swill pail.

at SEMPLES
CASH HARDWARE,

East Florenceville.

under

SEALED TENDERS addressed to the
signed, and endorsed ““Tender for Miscou W harf,”

will be received at this office until Thursday,
March 31, 1904, inclusively, for the construction of
a public wharf at Miscou, Gloucester County,
N. B, according to a plan and specification to be
scen at the office of E. T. P. Shewen, Esq., Resi-
dent Engineer, St. John, N. B., on application to
the Postmaster at Miscou Harbour, N. B., and at
the Department of Public Works, Ottawa.

Tenders will not be considered unless made on
the printed form supplied, and signed with the
actual signatures of tenderers

An accepted cheque on a chartered bank, pay
able to the order of the Minister of Public Works,

level of the sea, and one of the highest alti parts by the Improved Blower. R - ' oy .
: - ~ » Heals the ulcers, clears the air trace that glittering mass of treasure once | **Who I married? I married a woman.” for eightven hundred dollars ($1,800.00), must ac-
tudes reached by the railway in Siberia. passages, stops droppings in the : 5 : company each tender. The cheque will be forfeit
Inke PR etorittn ke of boss thas gll’onhl:l:d Fanant ’Bm stolen from Louveciennes. But that sealed ““Now, don’t you know better than to |ed if the party tendering decline the contract or
' atarr ay Fever. Blower Bl b 2 ] lued at B : : : 2 O c fail to complete the work contracted for, and will

free. All dealers, or Dr. A. W. Chase box, with its jewels valuec at 500,000 livres, | trifle with the court? Of course you married a be returned in case of non-acceptance of tender.

thirteen thousand square .miles, is three hun. . . _
: ! : ' Medicine Co.. Toroute and Ruffale, has never been brought to light. Is 1t still | woman; did you ever hear of anyone marry- | The Department does not bind. fteelf o accept

dred ard ninety miles long and from twenty
to fifcy milep ;wide, and is set amoong hills
rising from three to four thoussnd feet above
the lake’s surface. Because of the exceeding-
ly broken character of the couatry, the
engiuccrs decided that the early opening of
the road was possible only by carrying the
line along the banks of the Angara river, the
outlet of Lake Baikal, to the shore of the

lake,” snd then transporting the caprs and |

passeuyers across to Mysovaia,‘ on the op-
posite shore, the route across the lake being

abour forty miles.

The boat which carries the cars makes _

aboui twelve knots an hour in summer when
the weather is fine, but in winter, when it
" has to hreak through ice averaging about two
feet thick, it travels at a speed of three knets
whicli means that at this season of the year
the journey across the lake and back by boat
would occupy from twenty-seven to twenty-

eight  liours, Recently, however, ‘the rail.

A Novellst’s Philosophy.
(Quotations from “Cap’n Erl,” by Joseph C.
~ Lincoln.) :

*‘It beats all what & woman can do when |

she's that kind of a woman.”

**He's like the fellow that ate all the apple
dumpliogs so’s his children wouldn’t have
the stomach ache.”’ _ :

*If you're fishing for'eels-their ain’t no use
usin’ a mack’rel Jig.”

““Seems as if some folks would ‘bout as
soon give up the hopes of Heaven for them-
selves as they would the satisfaction of
knownin’ ‘twas t'other place for the other

feller.”

“*Seems Vto me some kinds of religion is

like whisky, mighty bad for weak head.”
*“It’s like taking wormwocd tea—easy

enough if you been brought up that way.”
“Love is like the measles:it goes hard

with a man past 50.”

| of furnishing war pictures to the press of two

lying in the banker’s vaults at *‘Pall Mall, a
Londres, en face la Maison Malbroux ?"'—
“*Modern Society.”

“db

Canadians are sometimes slow. The most
recent example of the manner in which Cana
dians let the grass grow under their feet
where Yankees and Eoglishman are digging
in and- coining monay has been brought out
by the Russ-Jap war which the newspapers
are conducting somewhere in the Orient.
Long before hostilities had even been report-
ed and therefore very long before they had
actually started, Eoglish and Yarkee plioto-
graphers whose regular businesses had not
been prosperous appreciated the opportunity

continents. No mote waiting and watching
for moon-struck ’Arrys and 'Arriets for them.
War pictures were the order of the day—and
war pictures they would take. No photo. |

graph studio is so modern that it lacks three’
—

old in One

Day

b i 1Y

in Two Days.
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ing a man?”’
“Yes, my sister did.”

-

Husband —Those biscuit we had for supper
last evening were just hke my dear old

mother used to make.
Wife-—How kind of you to say so, dear!
Husband—1I didn’t notice the similarity at

the time, but I recognized the old familiar
nightmare that disturbed my slumbers.—

Chicago News.

The reputation of

PARK’S PERFECT
EMULSION.

depends on its capacity to cure
colds, eonsumption, bronchitis and
similiar troubles. That’s
why it has such a good reputation..

It cures.

- MONEY TO LOAN.
Money on good real estate mortgage security,on
easonable rates of interest, may

posite the Carlisle Hotel,
LOUIS E. YOUNG, Woodstock.

] e obtamed at
application to the undersigned at his office’ ~.

the lowest or any tender.
By o.der,
FRED. GELINAS,
Secretary.
Department of Public Works,
Ottawa, March 1, 1904.

Newspapers mserting this advertisement with--
out authority from the Department, will not be
paid for it.

BIRCH LOGS
WANTED.

We want red-hearted yellow birch
logs any length, and 8, 9 and 10
inches at the top end. Must be per-
fectly sound and suitable for making
wagon hubs. For this quality we will

pay
$12.50 per Thousand,

delivered at our factory.

Imperial Packing Co'y,

Limited.

Woodstock, N. B.




