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“Ragging” ab Oxford.

In the Eoglish universities, as at all other
places where young men are congregated to-
gether, a good amount of practical joking
takes place, sometimes on a large scale. This
is popalacly known as “ragging.” An indi-
vidual may be “‘ragged” if he makes himself
abnoxious to the other members of his col-
lege. This asually takes the form’ of break-
ing hie windows and making hay of his furni-
tare; but, as a matter of fact, a man who s
disliked is generally left nlone, unless he is

rpercticularly offensive. The great delight of
. the” varsities is to hoax the powers that be.
A shurt time ago there wasa lot of talk apout

the “ragging” that went on in the army, and

8o people down at Oxford began to think it

. was & good opportunity to ‘‘take a rise” out
of semebody.

The idea of a gigantic hoax suggested itself
to some Magdalen men, who were jorking
with the Hon. H. Lygon, one of them pre-
tending to worry his waistcost. They
thoaght it wourd make an excallent headliue,
«Younger Brother of a Peer Bitten on the
Chest.” Accordingly they wrote up to &
great Londoo 4d. daily of large circulation
saying that the situation st Oxford was get-
ting intolerable, and mentioning various ficti.
tious occasions on whieh harmless individuals
had been subjected to barbarous ill-treat-
meant. The bait was swallowed; the paper
thought # was a good opportunity for *‘rais-
ing Cain,” and so they sent down a reporter
&) investigate matters. The Magdalen men
qad made their preparations with careful
stage wanagement. They had arranged with
a number &f their friends to saunter into
their rooms casually while the reporter was
thers, and to relate the latest outrage 1w flict-
ed on thea.. Everything went swimmingly.
In the midst of 1t «ll a great noise was heard
outside, and an excited person burst in, cry-
ing, “‘Save mv! Dun't let them come in!”

Fhe others rushed to hold the door upon
which sticks rattled from the outside, with
eries of “‘Let us get at him!” The reporter
was quite taken in, and went back to town
and wrote a column and a half, which ap-
. peared in the next morning’s edition with big
. headlines.
The ’varsity shook with delirious joy, and
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there was such & run on the paper that avery
copy was gone before twelve. The' most de-
lightful controversy began. Venersl "® cler-
gymen wrote to the papers to say h.'W the
'varsity had deteriorated since their day,’ »nd
there was a general exclamation of *% D1s-
graceful,” *‘Perfectly scsndalous,” and ¢
forth. Uanfortunately, just when the contro -

know were thoroughly enjoying it, a rival
paper got wind of the hoax through another
man in the college, and exposed the whole
working of the thing, so that the affsir ended
abruptly. 1 believe that the man who gave
the show away did get *‘ragged.”

For some unknown reason, the people who
live in the town of Oxford are the special
bete noire of the uundergraduate. He desig-
nates them contemptuously as townees, and
there is no greater insulc you can pay an un-
dergraduate than to take him for a townee.
In former times conflicts were frequent be-
tween the townees and the students, bur
these town and gown rows occur rarely now;
the last one, I think, took place on the night
peace was declared after the Boar war, but
that was before I went up to Oxford, and so
I Gid not see anything of 1t. A special de
light is naturally taken in getting » rise out
of local dignitaries. ~About the best “‘rag” of
this kind which was ever brought ofl occurred
at Cambridge, the sister uuiversity, though
several of the men who worked it were from
Oxford.

Some Eastern potentate was staying in
London anl word was sent down that he was
coming to wisit Cambridge. A party of som-
bre-hued geatlemen urrived at the London
station, which was even decorated in their
honor, and a special train conveyed them to
Cambridge, where they were received by the
mayor aud all the local dignitaries in their
robes aud chaius of office. They drove up in
state to a hall, where a magnificent luncheon
was served them and afterwards they were
shown round the colleges, everything being
explained to them by an iterpreter they had
brought with them. Subsequently, they re-
turned to London. It was rather a blow for
the lo2al worthies when someone received a
télegram saying that the Estern potentate in
question had not been out of his hotel that
day, and it gradually dawned on them that
they had beei hoaxed. It made quite a sen-
sation at the time, but nothing happened to
the wags themselves, though the authorities
could probably have found out who they
were. The whole affsir was carried out with
great coolness, and for sublime cheek it takes
a lot of beating. At the London railway ter-
mionus the .officials even apologized for the
fact, that owing to the short notice given,
none of the directors had been able for come
and receive the supposed Oriental monarch
and his suite. The *‘raggers”’ were phenom-
enally lucky, as it so happened that all the
great Oriental scholars were away from the
university at the time, otherwise they would
have been found out immediately.

It is rare, however, that men are} to be
found who are capibable of csrrying out a
h*‘rag” on so large a scale without giving the
whole thing away. As a rule, ‘‘rugs’” are
much less ambitioas, if more noisy. They
uBually end in proctorial fines all round, or
sometimes the ofienders are sent down. A
few years ago a Trinity College man was sent
down for a term for some offence or other,
He thought it would be nice to have a funer-
al procession, and so he engaged a hesrse to
take him to the station, with all his friends
driving slowly behind in carriages with black
horses. They crawled at a snail’s pace
through the town in the middle of the day.
Oa the way the individual in the hearse met
his tutor and greeted him politely, but that
worthy, instead of being pleased, reported

" him to the college, which sent him down for

good, for making game cf his punishment.
It seems a severe punishment, but I don’t
think the person most concerned worried
about it much, being a happy-go-lucky indi-
vidual,

The Encwaia or the day on which honor-
ary degrees are given to great men in the
Sheldonian theatre is always an occasion ‘on
which the undergraduates have some fun at
the expense of their elders and betters. The
proceedings take place on the floor of the
building, and the undergraduates occupy the
too gallery. By tradition they are allowed to
call out' anything they like from aloft. I
remember when a degree was being conferred
ou Lord Litchener, he was looking particul-
arly stern and severe. There were loud cries
from the gallery of “Cheer wup, Kitch,’
*‘Smile, please,” and so forth. Lord Kitch-
ener, however, so far fromr unbending, was
very angry about it, I believe, and vowed
never to visit us again. Any little incident
 which may oecur is seized upon to make fun
' of. The degrees are conferred by the chan-
cellor of the university, which dignity is at
present held by Lord Goshen. This is indeed
about the ouly occasion in the year when the
chauncellor comes to Oxford. After the de-
grees, the winners of uniyersity prize com-
petitions read their effusions, an ordeal which,
#8 may be imagined, is somewhat tryiug to
them.. ('n one occasion one of the readers
 had a particularly whining, sing-song voice.
' The gallery was not slow to take this up, and
there was soon a whining accompaniment
frond alofc.. Everybody was smiling. M.

versy was at ite height, and those in theP
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Paul Sabbacier, the distinguished French
scholar, who had just been givea a degres,
tried hard to keep his countenance, with the
traditional politeness of his race, buc it was
too much, and he was obliged ro laugh wirth
the rest. The reader went on with his essay,
nothing dauated, and at the end received a
round of applause.
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Ass or Lion ?

A series of articles is appearing in the
‘Speaker,’ entitled *Preachers of Yesterday.’
The writer tells the story concerning Dr.
Parker, which he eays was carrent thirty
years ago, of how a cartain archdeacon ran
up against a young curate jast coming into
Holborn after the mid-day Thursday service
at the City Temple, ‘Ob,’ said the curate
excitedly, ‘why cannot we have preachers
like that in the Church of Eugland?” The

archdeacon smiled grimly as he solemnly re-
plied: ‘Thou shalt not covet they neighbour s
ass.’

The writer adds truly, ‘No one would have
en)ayed the archdeacon’s story more than the
genial Coctor himself, who, if he had any-
thing asinine about him, managed to conceal
it under a faultless lon-skin.’
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How's This?

We offer one Hundred Dollars Reward for
any case of Catarrah that cannot be cured by
Hall’s Catarch Cure.

F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O.

We the undersigned have known F. J
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe him
perfectly honorable 1 all husiness transac-
tions and financially able to carry out any
obligations made by his firm.

WaLpiNGg, KixNnaN & Marviy,
Wholesale Druggists Toledo, O.

Hall’'s Catarrh Cure is taken internally,
acting directly upon the blood and mucous
surface of the system. Testimonials sent
free. Price 75 cents per bottle. Sold by all
Druggists.

Take Hall’s Family Pills for constipation
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North American Life

Assurance Company

For the year ended Dec. 31st, 1305,
Dec. 31st, 1905

Standing as at
"L O06, OF
1,663,854, 1
6$,958,013.06¢
Sarplus 570,010, 45

C. S. EVERETT,

5T, JOHN, N. B!

A. C. CALDER, Barrister-at-Law
Woodstock, N. B
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Keeping ‘Ahead,

William Farnum, leading man in that big
spectacular performance, ‘“The Prince of In-
dis,” tells the following amusing story:
While ont the road one dull afternoon he
visited an insane asylum and was shown over
the establishment by one of the inmates. So
impressed was Farnum with the man’s sanity
that he finally asked :

“And what are you in here for, my man ?”

Immediately a cunning look came into the
man’s eyes and he looked about him warily.

“T’ll tell you if you keep it dark,” he said
lowering his voice, *‘I have a mania for
swearing. [ write ‘cuss-words’ all around.
It’s great sport. Why, they have to hire a
man just to follow me around and rub them
out. But,” coming a little closer, *‘I'll tell
you a secret. I'm four ‘damns’ ahead of
him and I've got ‘hell’ written all over your
back " —November Young's Magrzine.
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Might Find Her Friend.

In one of our large department stores an
obliging salesman had taken every roll of
cloth but oue from the shelves to show to a
The last roll was on the

persistant woman.

top shelf.

“You needn’t bother any more,” she re«
plied to the weary clerk who was about to
reach for the remawning roll, “I was simply
waiting for a ‘riend,',

“Madam," said the clerk, “\if youa thiok
she’s in the last foll I'll gladly get it dowan
for you.”

THE BEST
PLUMBING

At most reasonable prices is what
I am offering the public.

Estimates cheerfully furnished
on any kind of work in my line

A full line of materials of all
kinds. Aqueduct Pipe at specially
low rates All work guaranteed
first class.

I. C. CHURCHILL,

Connell Street, Woodstock
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