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RISTMAS IS A PROPHECY

Forecasts the Perfect 8ocial Con-
: ditions Which Will Fulfi{t the
| Promices of Christ. '.

Christmas is not only a fact com- |
orating the one sacred festival
the world’s calendar, but the glor-
prophecy of a coming day, sur-
singz all tLhe brightest soclal dreams
t have ever visited the most ad- l
nced humen mind. He sprang, on
8 human nature side, from kings
d peasants, from eaints and s'pmecs
s yet to lift every peast st io e
ngllest throne of character ene. *r.ns-
the chief of sinners fint® the
oliest of saints. He allied Himaelf
th poverty and the common people.
is yet to banish poverty with all

flls, from the world, and to give

common bumanity their rightful
verelgnty. He worked _with His

ds for His daily breau. He 18 yet

dignity and glorify in the thought
f mankind all honest. toil.» He hon-
woman with His sympathetic and
ppreciative regard. He is yet to re-
eve her from every form of serfdom
reated by the past ages. . He “took
ttle children in His arms and biessed
em. He is yet to make blessed the
1d life in every welcoming home.
@ gave His peace to His distracted
isciples. He is yet to make wars

eageé unto the end of the earth. He
nited His brethren with Hir _-If and
is Father in one unbroken ® .eness.

e is yet to make every man a broth-
jr to his fellow-man and at one with
Jis Father in Heaven.

>ERYistmas Dells.

RADITION says that the

hour of the Babe’s birth

was the hour of inidnight,
hnd legend adds that from. then until
dawn cocks crow. In Irelan @t is
held that whoso looks into a mirror on
jthiseve will see the devil or Judas
l!scariot looking over his shoulder,
Enrely thought sufficient to drive the
thardiest soul to a thought of the inno-
cent Babe.

Another legend tells t:at, on Christ-
mad eve, Judas Iscariet 18 released
from' that hell—“his own place”—and
is allowed to return to earth that he
may cool himsself in {cy waters,

Wild and improbable although such
and such lagends appear on their
faces, they bear study and repay it,
for we then see that they are full of
gubtle spiritual expression, as it were;
that they are parables of certain spir
ftual facts, and it will be i1l for us
#hould the Christmas day ever dawn
©on which such flowers of tender faith
&nd wonder shall appear to us mno
more tgan dry curious specimens from
the dc: rJ:l roots of superstition.

. 4Ubat mristmas ifeaus,

Christmu«s means hopg and
Jts realization. The child
\0Ws eagerly expectant as
tha time approaches for the
visih of Santa Claus. While
this a}cuon remains ungues-
tion the imaginatiom
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them. Until .the youth r
hood and ind nee,
the happlest day of

‘and hearty good cheer family
affection; parental thoughtfulness and
brotherly love.. The dullest and most

trresponsive of Tithers wnd motlers
are uplifted to & vis'on of higher life

by the interchanges of souvenirs and
the merry meeting witl childeenand
grandchildren at the table.and firee
elde. Few can escaje and o¥* $n'oy
the meaning of the festiv-' Q. e

_sons it conveys and the ... ws.t' 4

ft gives, and we enter upon & Wgh..r
future and a fuller appreciation of fie
beneficence of the practice of Tuith
hope and charity. The loved . ores
who have crossed to the ntha' su‘q
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Cease, cease, each Christmas bell}
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t» those who would improve and increas pleted. About 3,000 fr an and
heir flocks. The conc'uling rage is. 3000 from Germany bhave passed
devoted toa number of *Deonts”’, out- 'hrough Switzerland bound for their
lining a number of practices to be avoid - home countries up to date
ed in sheep raising. Copies of this It is believed ihat all ti Freuch in
ll{n"h;rtihi 7 be obtained by Germany now have |een repatrialed,
‘epplication tu the Publcations Br P, butthat ihere are still some thousands
Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. | of Germans detained in France, It
: : Loped, however thai all these Germans
R | will be at home by Clristn [t is
{ vgtood thxt Auctria has interned no
A reliable man to sell HARDY CAN. | Fronch civilians.
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and Carleton Co. 1 o T
Start now at the best selling time : ;
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', INGS, and terms to agents, i
4 Liberal commissions. Africa g4
Harv lsome free outfit.
STONE AND WELLINGTON | L“"““f”"' Der 8. —An important ad-
{The Fonthill Nurseries) { vence 17 the Camerons, the derman
(Established 1837) , possession in Africa, was announced in
TORONTO ' a statement from the war bureau this

evening., In the Cameroons, the state
ment asserts, an advance has been made

Exchange of Interned Civ
ians Nearly Over

aberi as far as the important native
town of Barea, just beyond the terminus
Gde of the railroad. The town surrenderec
5k A0 Kive locomotives, a quantity of rolling

Berne, Switzerland, Dec. 18 »—The,“mk R thiir ond. tiatr Bhe.
exchange of interned civilians in Ger- |

‘many and France has almost been com- | pean priscners were captured.
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