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- eoast between

Annex S wvitzerland?

PARIS, Dec. 18.—As proof that Ger-
many made plan: to aonex Switzer-
fand the iv atin prints photograohs of
German ten and twenty  pfenning
etamps, across which are prined in
black letters, ‘‘3chiwicz, ten centimes,’
and ‘‘Schweiz tweniy-five eentimes ™’
Tke editor claims that he ha- stamps
of this kind in his possession.

PLUM PUDDING.
One peund suet, 1 prund currant, 1

pound raisins, 1 p rund mashed potatoes,
1 pound red cirrots boiled and mashed,

1-2 yound bro vn ‘tgar, 1-2 pound m:l-
a8, | teacpoonful ground clove-. |
tes.pc otul gron cibnmn, 2 =
can .. S8, sl aead «
1-. weved o “"# at:, Add U
enjrrh o mra 3 st iff a
Ste:m 24 hiurs na- nient L '
well to make this g at ] ast u
week before (' it vl Ble
better. belor Lkat b & Mok
of hoviie oo

Effective
Germans

fish  Strike
“Bgw At The

Paris, Dac. 18—At the very point'
where the Germans had massed great
fercea intending to start an offensive |
agsinst the allies, British troops havef
delivered a blow which resulted in an
advenes of practically two miles.

The.

extent of the Torward m°"me-“f°w°f5ft"t§ ‘probable ‘that no species. of
| insect is so completely protected by

ollies is now increasing daily. The ad-
¥ance jp reported northeast of Arras |
o'tlﬁ trocps which bave taken up
pesitions lu_the battle line and are at- |
tackiig the Germaps with the greatest
determination. ,

Particular attention is being given
to the clearing of ail small wcods of
the enemy where their field guns have '
been masked. From La Bastee west. |
ward to the coast heavy fizhting isin
progress. From hospital bases in the
rear of the lines reports have been
received that great numbers of wound
ed are arriving.

“‘The length of the war does not de-
perd upon the state of French finences.
Let France have confidence in herseif
and thus aid in achievirg the final vic-
tny which the worl! forsees.”” This
was the statement of Minister of Fin-
ance Ribot, today, in erplaining ihe
financial situa.on berfore the budget
committee of the Chamber of Deputies.
““France will not kick at resoucces to
continve the war wh.ch was thrust up-
on her,”’ the mnister declared. ‘‘We
have determined to wage the war to the
bitler end. 1 can view without inquiet-
ude the prolongati:n of hostilities to

sny length.”’

London, Dez. 18.—Mine sweepars ara
to-Jay ccmbing~the waters along the
Newcastle and Flam-
bosrough Head. . The sinking of three
ships in this region by striking mines
ye sterday only augroented the anger to
which Englishmen have been aroused
by the attack on unfortifiel cities. The
British are unable to understaand how
ghe United States and other neutral
countries can farth :» ignore the viola
tions of the laws of civilized warfare,
of which thay charge that the Germens
are guilty,

The authorities of all the coast cities
are to-lay tusily eagaged in organizing
the citizens and planning the local de-
fense measures. This will consist
chiefly i maintaining a constant watch
on the coast for hostile warships, and
-arranging for the spz2edy traasportation
of civilians fron the towa= should Ger
man vessels appear.

There ave no indications that the
Admiralty intends to change its plans
for the disposition of the British drezd-
noughts and battle cruisers. The coast
patrol will be left to the destroyers and
lighp cruisers as before.

Stoekholm, Dec. 18. —The closest de-
fensive alliance to deal with any event-
uality growing out of the Eurcpean war
ijs exprcted to be formed between Nor-
wey, Sweden and Denmark during the
conferences of kings and foreign mini-
sters of these three countries which be- .
gon at Maim) to-day. The greatest in-
terest is manifested here in the conter-
ence, which wis suggzestzd by King
Gustav of Sweden. It is expected that
plans willbe devised to diminish the
econdmic distress in the Scandinavian
cou s

A plotest is a'so likely to be made
to the powers against Germany’s al-!
leged il egal seizure of Scandinavian !
merchantships, and indiscriminate;
mine laying. The King of Sweden
frmully received King Haakon of
Norway and King Frederick of Den-
mark together with the foreign minir-
ters before the conferenc2. All of the

muuarche were ig civilian attire, |

1. the meantime being destroyed by in

" viroes,
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VALUE OF BIRDS
BEYOND TEIYING

Without Them Insects Wo:'

Jery
Soon Destroy Everytiirs 1aat
Grows For Man's Use

Ontario’s.recent experience with the " eperations to destroy stray diseased’
cells that the knife may have mlosod.i

army worm brought to the fore the
“greatest friend of man”—the bird.
Scientists say that if birds were to be
wiped from the earth man would be
unable to survive more than twenty-
five, years, the entire food supply in

. -
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sects.

its habits of life that it is not found
and preyed upoa by some dird. Thers
are some insects that swmell and tasto
badly. Certain beetles have a strnoz
caustic secretion giving off a chok-
ing odor and cause a burning sen-
sation on the tongue of men. Some
draw in their limbs and saatenns and
look like pleces of earth; ethers play
possum. There are do-<called blister
‘beetles, used medicinally to blister
one's skin; many caterpillars are
covered with halir, others having
stinging rays. Yet some birds eat all
of these in egg, larval state, or adult
form and do not suffer thereby.

This continent is greatly g favored
in the number and character of its
birds which not only include some of
the gems of the bird world such as
the warblers and humming birds, but
on the whole possess few destructive
species. No other creatures are so
well fitted to capture flying insects
as swallows, swifts, and night hawks.
The wren also, trim of body and agile
of movement, creeps in and out of
holes and crevices and explores rub-
bish heaps for hidden insects. The
woodpecker, whose whole body ex-
‘hibits wonderful adaptation of means
to an end, is provided with strong
claws to hold him firmly when at
work, a chiselllke bill -driven bY
powerful muscles to dig out insects
and a long extensile tongue to still
further explore the hidden retreats
of insects and drag forth concealed
larvee safe from other foes. @

PFiftv_ thousand birds of Adifferent
species have been examined in 25
years. One man fed a young robin
70 cut worms a day for fifteen days.
A young crow in a day, eats twice
its weight of almost anything. Two
parent grossbeaks bave been known
in eleven hours to make 450 trips to
their nest with one or more larva=z
at a time. Sparrows, chickadees
martoms and
been known to make forty or sixty
trips an hour with their beaks filled
with all manner of insects. More
than fifty kinds of birds feed upon
different varieties of caterpillars, in-
cluding the army worm, 38 varietics
upon the devastating plant lice; 50
kinds feed upon the most destructive
species of scale insects.

The hawks work by day, the owls
chiefly by night; so that for the
twenty-four hours activities are con-
tinued. As many as a hundred grass-
hoppers have been found in the
stomach of a swinson’s hawk repre-
senting a single meal, and in the r»-
treat of a pair of barn owls have
been found more than 3,000 skulls,
97 per cent. of which were field mice,
house mice and commeon rats. A ring-
neck pheasant’s crep eontalned 860
seeds of chickweed and L lion's
head, more than 12,000 seet. have
been found i® a duck’s stemach.

Of the woodpeckers there are 45
species in Canada some remaining

'th»rou‘hoqt the year; two-tirds to

three-quarters of their food ebnsists
of insects, chiefly noxious. ©f two
specimens of flickers’ stomachs one
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O; the yellow biil cuckoo, & Can-
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adian bird, one stomach contalned 250 |
tent gei:rpillars and another 217 web |

worms. The night hawk or bull bat
is one of the most useful birds. There

“" have been identified more than 600

kinds of insects taken from the stom-
achs of this bird, some birds having
thirty to fifty different kinds.
eat the ant and the malaria-bearing
mosquito. : Y

Of two hundred &nd eighty-five
stomachs cf the meadow lark examin-

- od, seveaty-three per ceat. of the food
_ The vogotnblol
food consisted of graln and weed and '

found was Insects.

other seeds. Farmer and town dweol-
1or therefore have every reasen to
protect the birds as their best frienda.
Acvertising Nove!ty

As an adveriising novelty an um-
breila has been patented to be jliced
over electric lights in stores to d't
fuse their illuminat'on:

Radium He!ps Surgery. ¥
According to a Paris surgeon ra-
4fum emanations are valuable after

bars.

MODERN METHODS

Novelties in the line of devices to

save time and trouble in offices have
come out in great numbers recentiy.

A new adding machine has an add-
ing capacity of 10,000,000 and a
weight of 131 pounds. It adds, sub-
tracts, and multiplles. It has seven
keys, and an error-correcting device.
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Che Sybriv of Zhrlommms.
There {s ehtri"l'y "
festival in the calen-
dar which has such a
held on the hearta of
old and youag alike as
Christmas Day. The
ring of the car bdeils
end the volees upon
the streets seemm to
take on a more cheery tone, snd the
apirit of tho time seems to theow a
glamour over places and thimgs which
| ordinarily are devoid of all beasty,

As 1t is with places, se 1t Mo witk|
S 04

people. They, too, 3ot oulp
change, but the . ;
take place im millioas of 't &
greater or less degree. The epirit of
Christmas even affects people who for
the rest of the year are devoid of
sentiment and of feeling for their fei-
lows. ‘The most interesiing stories
of Chri:linastide are those which wiil
never appear in print—true storids of
men and women whose thoughts nave
been only of their own selfish ain:
and plcasures, but have been awak-
ened, if only for a day or two, frem
their usual self-compiacency, moved
by some force of which they are on'y
half-conscious to do some act of kind-
Jess to make the day happler foe
gomeone less fortunate thag them-
Ives in a worldly way.—~The Chrise
:l Herald.

The Christmas 8pirit,

H F But don’t you see that there is &

: 'la_nu Claus! He isn't a man ia a fur
ooat, and a reiandeer sleigh and all

OF SAVING TIME i b ey e it o Corstasn

. . e smmm . '.:d made a saint of him and tevented
MachiiEEy- el R - ng = Jegends about him—for the ehildren,
“hmw Hiigan... Brains but when we're no longer children and
and Hands—Office Work Reduced | don’t belleve in him, we still have
to Minimum .. that@Christmas spirit—and it's that

& itht:lvupnmuu‘muhﬂ

-—_ | toward one amother, angd mades heiet.

mes what it is.—~Harwy J, O'Wgston
FORESTS AND NAVIGATION

Equality of Water Flow Dependent on
Forest Caver ‘&

— e

It has been urged that in the la-

“Mezzantne” attachment, a keyboard
on runways above the regular koy-
board, which is said to make easy
the solution of involved arithmetical
operations.

An electrie caloulathmg
automatic after the necessary Key has
been depressed, multiplies, divides,
and subtracts with astonishing speed.

Another calculating mach'ne com-
putes pay rolls, total time, and total
pay, based on wages per week, pi:
day, or per year.

An addressing machine about the
size and weight of a typewriter pre-
pares an address on a metal plit
almost as quickly as it could be wr.t
ten on paper with a typewviter.

A special paper for the steéneil od-
dressing machines can be placed in
any typewriter and written ¢ in the
usual way. The striking of the type :
makes the necessary perforations in |
the paper, which can then be placed
in an ordinary stencil addressing
machine and invoices, wrappers,
cards, and other matter can be ad-
dressed by the thousand in exact
facsimile of typewriting.

Presses for baling
effect great savings in offices and
large buildings, as every scrap of
waste paper is utilized and sold.

A new carbon paper has an un-
carbonized strip five-eighths of an
inch wide, running lengthwise on the
surface edge.

machine,

waste paper

a stroke, Impressing
indelible characters in the body of
the check. It is impossible to remove

the letters to raise the amount. @
A coin oounter will count hundreds
of coins in a few minutes and deposit

machine '} de-
caange in
Loni one cent

A coin-banding
liver a given amount
any variety desir

to $200.
Ther:\ ~v  _everal new envelope-
sea'i  uuchines wit): capacities for

s aling from 1,000 to 10,000 per hour
sealing from 1,000 to 10,000 per hour.
A compact machlne has been de-
vised which will sign flve checks
simultaneously in exact facsimile of
the original. &
A new stencil machine will ent the
name and address of a customer,

marks in a material muck like card-
board. It cuts from five-eighths te
one inch high.

A new typewriter model has two
sets of keys. The turn of & knob im-
mediately gives a complete ohange of
(type. Many different fonts can

.

Another adding machine has a ; terests ol navigation

~low-water stages

| &
This obviates soiling prairie settlers.
the hands and the paper. ’ |

‘A check machine w’x_‘.lto.s a word at .
the same in ' the purpose of maintaining a steady

them in tubular containers. i

name of shipper, routing, and spectal . i

the Dominion
Government should purchase such de-
nuded forest land in the Easterv
Provineces as might be necessary
reforest in order to prevent floods and
filling up of streams with
In this connection the repor

the sed.
ment.
on the Trent Watershed Survey, pu.
lished by the Commission of Consom
vation, is of considerable interest.

this region of Ontario, as a result .
fires, 150,000 acres are practically
desert and the report urges a polic
of forest .conservation under -Dom

ion, provincial or municipal contro
in order to preserve the usefulnes
of the Trent hic!

$10,000.000 is in

Valley canal, in
l";’t"‘;

over
are many  such’ bdrren areas in th

eastern provinces, which with th
assistance of the Dominion Go:
ment might be made to produce valw
able forest crops. ®

In Canada disastrous floods an
have been larg.l
pievented by the timely action of th
Dominion Government in sett'ng asid
a8 forest reserves the weoded slune

where the great rivers of the inter'o
of the Dominion have their origin
On the east slope of the Rocky Moun
tains over 20,896 square milcs of non

agricultural land have been thus re-
served, for the double purpose of
regulating the run-off and of provid

ing a perpetual supply of timb r to

meet the ever-increasing needs of tha
In the Railway Belt
in British Columbia smaller reserves
have also been set aside, chiefly for

flow in the streams on whizh the
fruit-growing industry 1is absolutely
| dependent,

- — ——

anger.
RADITION declares that
within the stone manger,
there was anotherg ono.'
pt wood, and that the stone creu.e In
the Chapel of the Nativity is, indeed,
; the outer manger. Splendid is mt,
umble stone trough now with white!
ble, softly rich with costly dra-|
rfes, and radiant with a silver star,
A{ch 1s surrounded by 16 lamps, ever
@-lit.  But yet more glorious i3 the

| wooden manger at Rome, bheld to be

'tbe veritable manger in which the
phirist-child lay. It was removed to
prue in the seventh cemtury, during
¢ Mohammedan tnvasion of the Holy
and, and there it is preserved in a
g brazen ohest, from which it ia
forth on Cbhristmas days,

5cto in other éireetions, gave
u'--l_:, flosutly 10 the Ghuroh Vistble,
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The Work of The British Navy

The British Boardof Trade on Nov-
ember 26 isaued a statement showing
the state of British and Germean ship-
ping respectively after sixteen weeks
of war. Ihe tota! oumber and tonnage
ot steamships exceeding 100. tona gross
o vaed by the two countries at the out-
b eak of war were: -

Ships. Tons.
Britich 10,123 20,523, T0¢
German 2,090 5,134, 721

Of these the following by Novembe:
23 had become uravailavle to their own-
e s for various reasons:

To the British:

Ships. Tons,
Captured 4)
Detained in German
ports 75
Held up in Black Sea
and Baltic ports 71
165 085, H¢:
The proportion of ships rendered un-
a 'oilable was 1.9 per cent. The
po-uor of tonnage affected was 2.9 per
cent,
To the Germans: -
ES Ships. Tons:
Captared 80
Detained i British or
allied ports 166
Seeking refuge in reu-
tral po: ts 646
In German ports 329
1221 4,584 926

{he proportion of ships renlered un-
available was L8.4 per cent. The pro-
poction of tonnage rendered unavailable
var 89.3 per cent.

The number of British ships plying
on November 26 was 9.928 or 98.1 of
the whole. Their tonnage was 20,122,
173 gross tons, or 97.1 of the whole.

The statement of German merchant
ships cither plying or not accounted for
is as follows,

Ships. Tons.
Known to be at sea 10
Ships over 500 tons not
accounted for 125
Steam trawlers not az-
counted for 353
Small cossters not ac-
counted for 381
869 549,794

The proportion of ships plying or not
accounted for is 41.6 per cent; of ton-
nage only 10.7 per cent.

Crly ten German steamers known
to be at sea, as against ten thousand
British steamers.

A REMARKABLE CAREER.

Gen. Adra R. Chaffee, who died re
cently in Los Angeles, Cal., was ip the
fullest sense of the term a selfmade
man. He was a farm hand when the
American Civil War broke >ut and en-
listed in the regular army as a private.
Step by step he advanced until, before
he retired eight years age, be had reach
ed tte highest position in the service.
What is more remarkable still, through
his own efforts, without the guidance
of college or West Point, he made him-
solf a well-educated man, an ornamant
to the se vice on the irtellectual side,




