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Prisoners Of War 
Good D=al Over Captivity 

Year in and Year 

Always the same. 
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A British Columbian Sergeant 

Gorman Prison Camp-—The Bossian Prisoners Used Most 

Harshly and Half Starved. 

Tells Of His Experiencne in a 

. McKenzie, in London Daily 

: Mail.) 

*‘] was for some weeks a prisoner cf 

war at Ohrdruf, where there is a large 

camp for captured English, French, and 

Russians,”’ said the young one-armed | 

Briti.k Columbian. ‘‘The most terrible 

thing there was the treatment of the 

Rlussian prisoners. 

“They are being starved in such a way 

that many of them must die. Their lot 

19 made as hard as possible, Euglsh 

and French prisoners are badly fed; the 

food at @brdruf is often rotten, and is, 

1 believe, the worst.of any camp in Ger- 

many. But the Russians are given only 

one-haif of the quantity allowed to the 

English, small as that is. 

- 4] have geen the Russian prisoners fly 

to the pot where we left our rotten 

soup that we could not swallow and 

wolf it up with their hands, while the 

guards tried to keep them off by beat- 

ing them over their heads with their 
rifles. They would come around us, 

torribly raveneus with one ery, Kamer- 
and, brot! ¢ 

“*We British prisoners did not like it 
beesuse we had to salute every German 
from non commissioned officers up. The 
Huseian prisoners had to salute every 
German soldier. They eanrot receive 
avy packages from home as we can 

That is forbidden The German excuse for 
treating them in this fashion is because’ 

there are so many German prisoners of 
war in Russia. It sounds a somewhat 

comic reason, doesn’t it? If ycu can 
help to bring home to English people 

the terrible lot ot these two or three 

tawsand’R1assian prisoners in this on 

camp you will have done go-d service.” 

Zergt. Wells was wounded and :ap 

gred in the fighting at Poelcapelie on 

April, 24, when he and some comrades 

held one of the foremost trenches there. 

The best evidence of what his battaiion 

did is given by the ~imple statement 

that it held its place until practically 
every man was Filled or wounded. 
Wells aquired a rich a<:crtment of 
wounc :, and his clothes, a "tor the fight 

were in parts as though th. - ad been 

backed aad cut with knives, “Yhen the 

Germans arrived he had ge, val more 

(F. A, station we were taken in triumph 

through the streets to prison. 1 lay ib; 
in a heavy cart. Crowds threatened 

us, threw stones at us, shook their fists 

at us and drew their fingers across their 

throats as a sign that our thoats might 

be cut. The prisoners wno were uble 

to march tell me that people struck at 

their legs with whips. 

*‘Some of our goalers could not ad- 

dress us without first calling up Eng- 

lander Schweni’ (‘Pig of an English- 

man’). That was an ordinary friendly 

form of greeting. They wculd come in 

their faces glowing: ‘London! Zep- 

pelin! Boom! Boom! Pouff!" Every 

day they had some fresh tale of German 

triumphs. Their English newspaper, 

the Continental Times, which they cir 
culated among us, echoed these lies. 
We calculated one month that, accord- 
ing to the cifferent figures of casualties 

given, seven niillion Russians had been 

killed in tour weeks 

**All these things do have some effect, 
however you may determine that they 

shall not. ‘the real trouble with a pris” 
oner of war is not short fcod or hard 
tasks, but the mental torture of being 
just a prisoner of war, You brood over 

it. You belive that your people at 
home will think that somehow you fail- 

ed ic your duty in letting yourself be 

nothing when everything wants to be 
done. And yet tell you that the pris- 
ners of war in Germany today are do- 

ing their part as fajthfuily aud well as 
men can uo. 

**Saluting is one of the minor trou" 
bles. We did not take readily to sa- 

luting Germsn non-commissioned of. 

ficers. Thev gave non-commissioned 

officers. They gave us saluting exer. 

cises for two or three hours a day, when 

we had to learn the German style of 

salute, still as ramrods and head high 

in the air with the chin pointing heaven 
wards. They wanted us to do the 
goose-step, but we kicked at that and 
said we would rather go to prison. 

“During the last month affairs apart 
from the food became somewhat better 
and old prisuners, declared that they 
had improved ty 100 per cent over last 

narrow cscapes. He saw ¢': ¢f his 
¢pmrades bayoneied after they .'I up | 

their hands to surrender as they ay 
helpless, A Layonet was jabbed at ™ 

and one big, ugly brute would heve . .- 
ished him had not another German :!- 
dier held his hand. ‘*Tne man who ja. 
bed at me shouted. ‘Gott strafe Eng 

land!” ”’ said the sergeant. ‘‘It was the 
first vime I had heard a German utter 
the cry ”’ A little later, ashe ‘ay un- 

able to stir from the very heavy loss of 
blood from his wounds, a young fellow, 
also badly wounded, was shot by his 
side with a revolver as he begged for a 

drink. Wells tried to get away, and nis 

adventures during these hours would 

make a romance. In the end three 
Germans took him, or drove him off 

with the points of their bayonets weak 
28 he was to a station at the rear. After 
8 time of seyere iliness at the hospital 

at Obrdruf and then a spell of camp life 

he was exchanged. Lib 
“The Britons at Ohredruf do their 

best to keep the flag flying and to main- 
tain their cause,”’ »aid Sergt. Wells. 
“They refuse to bow under the Dom: 
istions showered on them. But in every 
way thac ingenuity can devise the - 
mans try to degrade them. We iy 
this when we first reeched  Obrdruf. 

After a long cold wait at the ru:iway 

| orisoners tied by ropes to trees, triple 

| while a helmeted German sentry stcod 

winter. When I first arrived some very 
hard things were dene. © Look at this, 

and the speaker produced a pipe wi}h a 

tem carved showing two unifortued 

copes around the feet, waist #nd neck, 

ver them with fixed bayonet. *‘That 
.. 2% carved for me by a French prisoner 

ai. is a picture of what touk place. A 

Frere man and an Englishman were 
tied /i: this way to posts in the oper 
three i, u-sa day, for three days, fo 
amokin, 1a their hut. I have scen s 

guard go up to a prisoner, call bim 
‘*Englander Schwein,” and stnke hin 

scrcss the face. One man, knocked 
down in this way, got up and thegte ‘ed 

ened t) retaliate. 

held his rifle to the man’s head and 

threatened to shoot him, 

*‘In the hospital for the woundec tt. 
food was bad. We had acorn coffee at 
five, without sugar or milk, a bow! of 

soup and a small piece of horseflesh at 
noon, acorn coffe» at half-past three, 
and soup at night. We aiso had some 
bread served once a day. Three or four 
days a week the soup was so putrid as 
to be uneatable. 
was very sick and not expected to live 
for more than a few days Iwas given 

| poorest quality, wooden 

{sud a black cloth suit. 

captured. You feel that you are doing}! 

The guard at ooce & 

At one time whenl} 

ood was much wovee. The Canadian 
J Red Crores _logkea stter ua splencidly. 
We also v very much indebted to 
one French nriscner officer, Lieut. | tremes, are mighty lucky. You haved’: 

‘Corot, who acted e8 interpreter. Lieut got wo much physical vigor as your 

Corot, who 1s partner in a London | hatry ancesior had, but you've got a 

[2 wrote to his London partner when we 
Canadians arrived and got him to serd 

large quantities of food to help us out. 

1 cannot speak tuo highly of what 

Messrs. Mathias, Corot & Co,, 

: 

Lieut. Corot did for us. 
“Our clothes, served out by the auth- 

orities, consisted of a cottco suit of the 
cloga, two 

square piecesof flannel to. act as socks, 

“When King George asked me on 

bie visit to Wandsworth Houepital how 

we were treated, and I gave hii: detnils 

like these, he said that he could not 

understand it. Thais was not the wry 

German prisoners of war are treated 

nere. It seems strange wheo | hear of 

the contrast. 
“If you wish to help the prisoners in 

Germany sound them food. Bread and 

bully beet sre the things. To a prisoner 

bully taste: like chicken.” 

FARAWAY GRAND-DAD 
WAS NOT A BEAUTY 

But He Was Powerful Whereas Now 

great (add 9,000 more “greats”) _rand- 

father was certainly a low-brow. You 

haven't got his crayon portrait hang- 

ing on your wall; but he's your an- 

cestor all right. That is, if Dr. W, P. 

Pyecroft of the British Museum knows 

what he's talking about. 

The learned doctor, who knows 

much about bones reconstructed the 

remains of an old cave-dweller found 

in Sussex, England. 

There wasn't anything left of Mr. 

Cave Man but his skull. But that was 

enough for Dr. Pyecroft to figures out 

these Ite details: 

He JRved adout 250,000 years ago. 
He had only two pints of brains, 

whereas a normal man of the present 

day has about two pints and a half. 

. He was short, muscular, hairy, and 

kept warm without a shanty to shel 
ter him. 

He probably used fire. 

He used flint tools, chipped roughly 

to a cutting edge. 

And yet, he was not an ape. He 

was a man, and in him were wrapped 

up ali the possibilities of growth® le- 
velopment, intelligence, culture and 

beauty that have flowered in the clvil- 

ization of our owa time. 
- Now let's turn from the past and 

take a look into the future. 

While Dr. Pyecroft was making our 

ancient ancestor real, Prof. A. E. Le 

Man 250,000 Years Ago 

ble of Tours, Frauce, did an even 

o startling ihiug by telling what 

of pe..ie our great-great-great- | 

t (p4d those 9,000 “greats” again) 

ndchidren will be. Here are soms 

the characteristics, he says, a man 

$80,000 years hence: 

He will have a bulging skull full 

of brains. 

His jawbone will be smaller, and 

he won't have so mary teeth. 

His first, eleventh and twelfth ribs 

will have disappeared. 2 

Hit arms and legs will be flexible. 

His fngers-will be more shrunken 

snd puny. 

He will be short. delicate. and en 
3 special diet, one egg {a day. aad a 
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the Muman Race is De- 

generating 

- Your ~ gremt-greatigreat-groat-~reat--|. 

I pares of potatoes. In the camp the Rassingvs thal hd wil) almowt have to 
pe packed in ¢oitomn wool. 

These scientists agree 
standing. half way between (h 

thai voll, 
odd” ax. 

lot more brains, snd get a lot mote 

satisfaction out of life 

On the other hand, your hodp lias 

not yet degenerated so far that you 

eannot sfand the shocks and digoous 

~ Man 250,000 Years Hence 

forts of ordinary life, and your href 

hag not got 80 hig and deilostd they 

you're a mere thinking machine iz. 

stead of a virile human belug. 

- 
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A Slippery Mystery 

After years of study scienilais ars 

still in ignorance as to the origin of 

the eel, which is in many ways an 

exceedingly puzzling creature. 

For instance, he will reaide f 

years in the dark depths of thé ocean, 

and then suddenly adjourn to the aur- 

face for a couple of years. 

He is a born wanderer, and ap- 

parently quite indifferent to shangea 

of ciimate; for he will warm himge'? 

in the Gulf Stream for a time, and 

then, all of a sudden, make t(cfacks 

for cold water. : 

After that he may decide try 

fresh water, ana proceed to taks up 

his abode In a river, travellluag some: 

times 3,000 miles to do sol 

Neither does the eel miad very 

much whether he is in the walter or 

not, for he will nuake his way over 

damp grass, even when quite young, 

to a pond or lake miles away. Hare 

he may stay for years, but eventually 

he will probably return overland to 

the nearest river, from thence 

once more to the sea. 
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Th re are sixty-four .rades urnionia’s 

per thousand inhabitants ia Deomark. 

A mener of the Brotherhood of 

Trainmen is killed every seven hours 

mm fifteen minutes, and every niaa 

mfnutes a man is maimed, 

The Irish Women Workers’ Unlon 

Recognized in all 
professions and 
walks of life, as 

the leading cotfee 
in the best grocery 
stores of Canada. 

In 4, 1 and 2 pound cans. 
Whole — ground — pulverised — 
also Fine Ground fer Percoletuve. 

CHASE & SANBORN, MONTREAL. 

———— TT | 

is 3,000 strong. 

The prices of medical prascriptions 

In Russia are regulated by the Govera- 

ment. ¢ 

Seventy-eight per cent. of cha rall- 

road employes in British South Africa 

wa organized, 
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| ELECTRIC EGG TESTER | 
For a person who does not care to 

depend upon a candle or lamp for 

—— 

testing esgs, a handy contrivanga has 

been invented, utilizing electric light. 

The current is generated by dry bat 

teries and the tester is easily carried 

in the hands. It has an opening ca 

one side that is partly closed by a 

spring. The egg to be tested is pres 

sed hard against this opening. The 

spring slips aside and permits the egg 

to be forced into the hole wuece it 

ean be examined through the ght. 

A SMART FISHERMAN 

He Baited His Line With Scientifia 

Knowledge 

Baiting ona’s hook with science sad 

catching Ash by the wholesales is 

fairly good occupation, provided the 

game wardens do not find it wut. 4& 
fisherman of this character got himseif 

into trouble with the authorities of a 

western town. He was seen peddiing 

large quantities of dash through the 

streets and the game wardeas could 

not understand how he got them, ag 

geining or using na's of any kind was 

forbidden, He dida’s have them ship 

pad to him, efther, they learned. Iie 

was known to go Ashing every day or 

two, but when obasrved from a die 

tance he dida’'t seem to he doing aay 

thing out of the ordinary. A clever 

ofMcer solved tha mystery, however. 

He came upon ths flsherman seated 

comforinbly om an embankmaat Da 

side m riveg along which a trolley 

lin. ten. The man appeared to be 

doing nothing at the time he was 

found. His fish pole was held oud 

behind him, straight ap in the air, 

and the lina seemed to be wrappad 

around the pole. 

Closer investigation showed thaé 

the end of the pola touched the trol 

lay wire, and an examination of what 
— - 

Mpeared to be the line brought oud 

fhe fact that this was in reality stout 

e@pper wire. Tha trolley wire waa 

parged with 500 volts of electricity, 

, fisherman simply connected ths, 

ifme with the river and electrocuted 

all the fish in bis vicinity. It was % 
much easier way ol getting the thaa, 

by ning and it brought him “plenty 

of fish. The discovery of his seorck 

gut off his business immediately. 
~~ 
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