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German Plot Aimed
At Welland Canal”

Forver Head Of Hamburg-Ameri-
san Secret Service Arrested In
New Yorz With Accomplicas

s i

New -York, Dec. 17.-Paul Koenig,
known as chief of police of the Ham-
burg-American Line and the friend of
Cerman’and Austro- Hungarian officiais
of prominence now in this country, was
arrested to-night charged with having
started in the United States a military
wnterprise against the Dominion of Can-
ada for the destruction of the Weliand
Canal, the L waterway that connects
Leke Erie with Lake Outario, through
which the entire trans-atlantic trade
from the great lakes reaches the 3t
Lawrence and the Atlantic.

Also arrested and charged as a co-
potter with Koenig is R E Lvendeck 2r,
o dealer in antiques at 345 Fifth avenue.
The men were taken ‘nto custedy to-
vicht by agents of tne Department of
Justice, acting under orders that may
4}~ said to have come straight from the
VWhite House., Koenig and Lyendecker
will . be arrainged Gtefore Charles
H.ughton, United States commissioner
in tne Federal Buildiog. at 10 o’clock
1u-mOrrow morning. *

It was not until ten o’clock to-night
ihat the news got out that Captain
Wilham M Offley, chief of the New
Y ork division of the Department of l.-
vestigation Bureau, had issued orders
¥or the arrest of the Two Germans.
They were still being questioned at mid-
vight.

For rearly three months the secret
ugents of the Government have been
.t work getting evidence of the Wel-
innd Canal conspiracy. Koenig js con-
widered Py German dinlomats and other
officials of the Central Pow:rs now 1n
the United"States as the sbrevdesﬂ
wecret service rcan in the country since
#ranz von Rjirtelen sailed away on
Ausgust 3 last. But the United States
secret servige men, it was said to-night
bave in their possession the complete
wtary of his activities: by days 1f not
by bours. since early last S.ptember,

upon.
Fred Metzler. ahas F. R. Reimer, the
‘third man named in the ndictment, was |

grapher came to the city. AW soon as
he was within the jurisdiction of the
New York police, he was placed under
arrest,

Meatzler is a young man. 4bout
vears old, tall and of prominent Ger-
man type, Little is known of him be-
yvond the fact of his employmeet.

In follewing Koenig, the Government
agents are said to have had to con-
tend with & handicap of the thirteen
al'ases that the Hamburg-America®l
‘‘chief of police’’ adopted to carry irto
effect the conspiracy of which he is
charged with being the directing head.
Some of these aliases were German
names, others were Irish, and some
were KEnglish. The Irish and English
aliases, it was suggested to-night, were
probably used in the operations that
carried the plotters to or perhaps even
across (ae Canadian line.

‘L he complaint, which was submitted
to United States Commissioner Hough-
ton this aiternoon, and on the strenght
of which the commissioner. issued war-
rants for the arrest of Koenig and Ly-
endecker, charges specifically that on
Sept. 27 ot this year the two men ‘‘un-
lawfully, wi'fully, and feloniously be-
gan, seton foot. and prepared the means
for a military enterprise to be conduct-
ed from the United Stales against the
Dominion of Canada, a colony or depen-
dency of Great Britain,””’

. The government agents say that the
conspiracy was organized here in New
York, and that in order to get the plans
of the Welland Canal, ard to get pho-
tographe of the vital parts of the wa-
terway where it would be easiest to
plant high explosives, Koenigh and Ly-
endecker left New York an Sept. 27 for
Niagara Falls. They went to Buffalo on
a Lehigh Valley train, and are suppos-
ed to have met certaio trusted agents
who could give them the information
that was needed to perfect the plans
for the destruction ot the canal. and
also prupbably to aid the conspirators
_yyggn_ the time came to destroy.

They then proceedad to Niagara
Falls and thence to the Canadian side,
aod are s3id o have immediately set
‘ubout getting the necessary informa-
tion concerning the canal.

Koenig, it is alleged, used many
a'iases, and Lyendecker is said to
have beer known ss C. D. Decker and

20

‘R. Decker.

Here follows the list of the aliases
glteged to have been used by Koenig.
as they are given in the complein on

arrested late-to.gight by . Detective .which , Commissioner Houghton issued

Darnetz and taken to Captain Offley’s |
«Tice. He is Psul Koenigis privatel
wtenographer and is alieged to have been
un zccomplice in his employer’s plots
wni p'ens. He was notified at his
homein Jersey City by Detective Bar-

tz that Koenig was in trouble in

w York, anl immediately the steno-

otk

a warrant: Wagenkamp, Wagner, Win-
s g ol ek
berg, Bohm. Kennedy, lames, Smith
Murphy and W T Manday. ;
It was said tc nignt that none of
the bungling that marked the working

out of the von Rintelen zonspiracies

\

|
|
',

tories and embroil this country wilh
Mexico. marked the preliminary work-
ing out of the Wellind Canal plot,
So cleverly was the scheme handled

that at times tha government ag.nts |

slmost lost hope of getting the evi
dence necessary to make arrests,

In order to keep track’ ot Koenig's
and Lyendecker's movements 1n New
York, the agent had to resort to the
tapping of telephone wires. A tele
phonic code was cleveriy arcanged, but
finally the agents worked it out and
for the past six weeks have been uble,
it 13 said, always to keep their men in
view,

There is every reason to bzlieve that
Koenig suspected that he was baing
watched, biit he never gave any sign
of it, tand weut nearly every day t
bis aoffice in the Hamburg-American
Line building to look after the regular
police work for the steamship com-
nany.

Koenig, under the name of
ler, it was charged, s responsible
for obtainicg from Gustav Stah! the
affdavitin which he declared he had
seen guns on board the “‘Iustania’
day before she sailed-on her last voy-

S+ahl was convicted on 8 charge

Stemm.-

wWas
"

age.
of perjury and sentenzed o 18 months
in the Federal FPrison at Atianta.

The a~tual plan to biow up the canal
was mapped out in “uTalo, according
to the complaint, whick wes made by
Capt. Offley, in charg= of the Govern-
ment investigation. The zomplaint ai-

jeges that Koenig and Lyenderker leit
INew York on Sept. 27 last for BuTalo
over the l.ehigh Valley Hailway. Later
they went to Niagars Fails. The com-
plaint specifically chargss that it was
“‘the purpose and intent of suid defend
ants to desiroy. mutilate and damage
the Welland Capal by force of arms.”™

The precize details of the
flot were withheld by the Federsa
authorit'es, but it is understond
spies, who went our Irom Baffalo and

alleged

O~, *
nat

' Niagara Falls to photograph the canal,
i prepare plans and male arrangements

for blowing up the
most important point, and
glycerine was 10 have Deen
explosive.

Koenig and Lyeniczier
falo about four davs., sac:ording 10 the
authorities, and returnea °
with the execution of rhe
Jeft in the hands of their
tar as i8 known by the Daepartme-nt
Justice it was sa1d to-nicht, wien ths
arrests took place, they still
plated the carrying oat of the piot x¥hen
the opportunity ci=rad.

While the vompla:nt sp=cificaliy men-
tions that the accased men puarpos=4 tu
‘“set on foot a miitary enterprise. ’’
it was stated by Assmsrant District At
torney Wood, who nrepsred ite text
| that this did not ino*y way mean ‘*h2
| 1se of woops. He
a few person: were concerned in ihe
alleged plot.

Captain Ofiey staize 12 the

waterway at its
that nitra-

were in Buf

New York
%
aliapea t

agents, Asg

- e

compiainl

that 1t wouid be conirary to pubuc pu.-

icy and injurious to the interests of o2

United States to r=v=al!the gourcas oI
; Fis infurmation.
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Prior to the arrest of the men, the:
Federal Grand Jory began an investi-
gation into this newest phase of alleged
violation of American nemrality, which,
it is intimated, will embrace othar
activities of Koenig’s organization.

Koenig and Lyendecker will be zr-
raigned to-morrow morning.

Koenig was arrested at 45 Broadway.
in the offices of the Hamburg American
Line. Before the war he was in charge
of the stgamsbip company’s bureau of
investigation, but since then, it s
charged, hg has begn the head of the
Jermen secret service in the 1nited
States. - g

Lyendecker was taken into cusioly

‘at his office at 245 Fifth avenue, where

he has been selliny antiques. The
agents of the Department of Justice
declare they found in his office v aps and

to stir up strikes in ammunition fac- j drawings of the Weiland Canal. Both

used 2s the |

indicatad that on'y
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men are said to have admitted that they
had been along the Niagara frontier on
the American but asserted that
they did not cross The

Wellend Can
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into Canada
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Expact the Germans Will
slart a Supreme Effort on
Yestern Front Right Away

New Yorg, Dee. 27 A cable to the
[ribune trom Paris: ‘‘Paris believes
that the beginning of a new German
offanzive on the western front is only
a matter of a few days, For the ‘.'a\"i_
week, while their guns battered the
Allied- positions day and night, the
Kaiser’s troops have been fecling out
the British and French, probing tor a
weak spot at which an attack can be
launched, but where this new acsault
will ecme is8 not certain. 1. may be
staged on tke northern front, u; Ar-
tois or around Ypres along the Bel-
gian front, where a new effort to
reach Calais may be attemnted: n

Champagne, where fierce hattles took
place in the Autumn; in the Argonne,
where the Crown Prince has tried re-
peatedly to the French hold
on or in the Noyon sector,
the sector nearest Paris. ‘1hat an at-
tack will be made at some point along
the western bLattle line in the very
near future is taken here for grantw!..

loogen
Verdon,

The Russians are gathering their
strength for a strong blow at the Teu-
tons. But present indications are
that the Czar’s forces will not bo
ready to sesume the attack until
spring. Germany must strike at the
i Allies in the west before the Russian
menace divarts troops to the east.
That is whyv the cffensive in France
must come without delay. For this

attack the French and twe British are
well prepared. The munitions pro-
blem has been solved in large part

against one of the gates of the canal.
The idea was tn wreck the gates and
set free the waters of the cansal, but

ana
apprehended.

e fa ‘-‘.?'1 of its 14 "-.‘."

the= explosi

all three plotters were

Dilion, who also gave the ngme of Carl
Dmlimap, was released ®ver a vear ago
where Welsh, the third

Irom prison,

conspirstor, died.

' Zeppline Raiders
Frozen To Death

London, Dec. 1% - Xight members
nt the crew of & Zappelin airship,
which raided London October 13, were
{ound frozen to death on their return

Germany, according to the Daily
Express, which, although it is unable

h truth of the story,
neen openly discrssed in
t ceused a profound

acted as a

Fermany, where

impresion and possiby

d=terrent to furiher raids,

london, Dec. 18.-The KRotterdam
sorrespoadant of the Daily Mail says
n the first ten months cof 1915, 186
lepman counts, 406 Germsan Darons, |
592 members of the old nobility., and
582 members of the newer German
nobility have bheen killed. Among
those killed were 16 members of the
| von Wedel family, and 11 members of
L ohe von Buelow family
:9
" The Greex Blect]
8 bTees LIBCLIONS
St. John Globe.’
Sandey the people of Greece will

decide at the polls who eha'l rule at
Athens. This election, forced b, the
King in his determination to g-t rid
of Venizelos, may reflect public onin

ion on the sitaswvion erestad by  Allied
occupation of Saloniki and the Teu-
+onic-Bulgarian advance through

Carbia. The fact that Venizelos has
advised his followers to refrain from
voting. and that the contest is car-
reied on with thousands of soldiers
away from their homes. is expected
to give the present government an ad-
vamtage but Venizelos, ablest of Gree-
ian statesmen, can well afford to hide
hiz time. When the Allies begin to
\assert their strength ail Creece will
turn to Ven’zeloa as the one man cap-
abie of dealing.with the situation ana
of securing tor his country thise ad.
vantages anticipated in the resdjust-
ment ¢f territorial boundaries in the
(Greek national

East, interasis are
tound up in the success of the Alijes,
and Venizelos knows that to com

pletely realize those interests Greece

must be mode than neutre!l.

‘by both nations. That was indicated
Iin the September ofiensive. ‘and since
'then great stores of ammunition have
been accumulated.’’

Allies Do Damage
To The Turks

D-e.—A truost.-
worthy Dave from Constantiucpie
says the Kruppa” big ammunition
factory near ‘‘onstantinople has
been completely destroyea by Prit-
izh airmen, and also that all coasta:
steamers have been sunk and that
Scutari in Asia Mivor is overerowd-

A ]
C renhagan,

fod with peopl: who
of

are dyicg from
lack

treatment, Diplomatie
| conversations are in  progress in
+ Athens with referenca to Ba'garian
‘ troops accompanying the G rmans
Cinto Muacedonia

)

& Dutch German

We have been favoured with the
omment of & Montana man with a
Duteh| neme on some published strie-
tures upon the destrnetion of Serbia.
He says “‘England destroyed the coun-
‘“‘try ot the Boers in 1898. What did
t*'your heart do then? After vou kicked
i ‘ Botha around he gave in, He will al-
{ ““wavs be held iu scorn oy all true
‘““Hollanders. The more vou kick and
feed some people the mecre they will
“‘do your dirty work.”” Here is swill
hot, and hot from the German kettle.
We do not vemember during the whole
? Boer war hearing any expression other
than of admiration for the manhood of
the Boers, who certainly fought a good
fizht. Mor nas any one questioned since
the manhood of any of them, whichever
side thay have taken since, except that
of f'ol. Maritz, who took German
movey. It remain<d for this German-
iz2d Dutchman and his German instrue.
tors to calumnlate a whole people of
his own kin. He should note that there
a e s'xty thousand South Africans vole
ustarity fighting for England in Eu-
rope, that there are ten thousend hold-
g the German possession in South
West Africa, and that Genersl Smuts is
raising twenty-fiva thousand to congaer
German East Africa i he wants to
know what the sturdy Boers think of

|
i

British rule, "and how far his nasty
anguage applies, < Maontregl Weekly
Witness.
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