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aht A Railroad WNovelist

s

J. MURRAY GIBBON
& railroad man sad head of the pub-
licity departsnent of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, still finds time for
literary work i3 latest work
“Hearts and Faces,” deals with sub-

jects as remote from Canadian rail-|
way life as anything could possibly |

be imagined. Born in Ceylon, the
son of a titled Scotchman, a gradu-
ate of Oxford, and former editor of
the well krnown London illustrated
paper, “Black and White,” Mr. Gib-
bon has crowded much into his 41
vears. He speaks several languages.
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WHY A DOG'S TAIL WAGS §

When a dog’s tail whips to and fro
frantically ae is not carrying on an
aimless mnscular exercise. He i8 sig-
nalling the thoughts and feelings
which he carnot puf into words. It
#« his own code, and varies according
to the message he wishes to flash on
his rearward semaphore. He has a
short twitching motion that expresses
anxiety and interest, a violent lashing
that makes known his enthusiasm and
affection, a steady whipping from side
to side that spells hunger, and a
motioniess droop that signals defeat
and discouragement. Canine experts
have always been able to read these
wigwaggings, but it took science to
explein why the dog used them.

This is the explanation. When a
dog is pleased and delighted he must
have some outlet for his feelings. Just
as a bashful boy in the presence of
ladies twiris his cap or twists about
wildly in his chair, or as a person
tickled beyond measure by some
humorous sally rolls on the floor and
‘holds his sides, the dog wags his tail.
The human beings in the situations
‘described above are siriving through
physical action to relleve the strain
on their nerves. HEmbarrassment must
be relieved through some outward
copve'sion of muscles. Fido becomes
fille ®with joy, and his tail®like a
safc.. valve, takes the pressure off
his nervous system. His emotions
must be translated into some physical
manifestation.

JAPANESE SUPERSTITICN

B i e

The Japanese have many curious
supersti‘ions about animals, the chief
among @ viiich is their belief in the
supernacural power of foxes.® There
are numberless shrines, indeed, dedi-
‘cated to foxes in Japan. The badger
is another animal feared by the super-
stitious Japanese mind. It is believed
to have power to annoy people, and
to be able to turn into a priest at will.
The cryfug of weasels and jhe baying
of dogs are considered evil omens,
and such insignificant happenings send
a shudder over the believers, In
Japan a light-colored mouse in the
‘house is a sign of happiness. If a
spider falls from the ceiling in the
morning it hrings pleasure, but if at
night, 1t is thoughtt to be very unlucky.
To see a centipede at night meauns
happiness i Jooan

Advice About Ducks

The breeding ducks stould have a
stream of ciecar water to bathe in. [t
4s not essenrtial, but 1t gives better
fertility. When the drakes are forced
to tread on land they ofttimes siip
and rotten eggs or dead germs resul:.
Ducklings raised for market have
water only to drink, and every pre-
.caution is taken to keep them out of
it. A muddy or dirty duck will not

thrive. Keop the pens as clean as
possible. Feed the best and purest

‘of foods, and be extremely careful
mot to have any sour food lying
around, and to keep their water ab-
sotutely clear and fresh.

i The ideal Home

| In building that new home build it
for the future and for convenience.
‘Don‘t compromise for immediate con-
'ditlons. Build it so it will mak® more
P t the lives of thos2 living in
Ift and lengthen the lives of those
‘'whe must toil in it

. To sell a thing to a man who reairy
doesn’'t want it is not smart; it is
lonly making an enemy of him.
 Mustard plaaters wili not blister 1
mixed with the white of an egg and

bot wator. —

|

seeding.
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TEH DISPATCEL

ALFALFA IN EAST

How to Sow and Care For With or
Without “Nurse Crop”

Dr. Malte of the Dominion Experi-
mental Farm deals as follows with
alfalfa growing in Eastern Car-da:
When@sown with a nurse croj " the
seed .3 sown from the grass seed at-
tachment of the grain drill. . When
gown without a nurse crop, the seed
can be sown broadcast either by hand

or from the grass seed attachment to
the grain drill. It can also be sown
in drills from the grain tubes of the |
ordinary seeder. In the latter case
the seed should be mixed with some
coarser material to prevent teo thick
For this purpose ground
wheat crushed as coarsely as possible
is generally used. The alfalfa seed is
mixed with the crushed wheat and the
drill set to put on the amount wanted.
For instafdce, 20 pounds of alfalfa
mixed with 40 pounds of crushed
wheat, and the drill sowing one

bushel per acre will mean 20 pounds
of alfalfa sown to the acre. |
Whatever method used, the ground
should be harrowed and rolled im-
mediately after sowing and then the
surface of the rolling lightly broken
with a “brush harrow, a weeder or a
tilting harrow. If the land Is deficient
in plant food, alfalfa.may be sown
in rows about sighteen Inches apart.
By athis method, however, a crop is
obvained which, though it r ay be
satisfactory as to quantity, is some-
what Inferior in quality to the crop
obtained when the seed is sown broad-
cast or in drills from the seeder.
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LIKE A HUNGRY BABY

iMake Your Automobile Emn
gine Cry For OW

———

Am Englishman s responsible for a
new sutomobile accessory which vir
tually makes the esngines call for oil

You Can

when the oil gets low. A continuous
‘alarm !8 sounded if the lubricant in
the crank chamber falls below a given
level. The device consists of a small
brass tube with a whistle of suitable
end and mounted

gize filxed in one

on the dash.
h-®.ube 1s inserted through the
crank chamber and the air pulsations
produced the moving piston have
the power to sound the whistle. This
can only he done, however, when the
oll goes below.the level of the tube
which i3 placed so that its end will
be just above the bottom of the case
-—or a8 soon as the quantity of oil

becomes too low to get to the cranks,

use a Knife Blade

The newest way to remove small
particles of metals that become lodged
in the eye i8 with a magnet, and as
these small particles are flying about
in the air most of the time it is a
good thing to know that a knife blade
makes a splendid magnet for this pur-
pose when properly treated. Unscrew
the cap and remove the diaphragm ot
a telephon® receiver and gently
stroke ®:he knife on one of the mag-
net’s exposed Be sure you use the
same magnet. Within a very short
time tiie blade will become gufficiently
magnetized be used on the eye.

Paper Flower Pots
A good way to start plants is to
plant the seed in a cylinder of paper

| the mac..ne shown in the sketch was
' made ot
' 45 <ha apassis.

BURGLAR TRAPS

Rudder Prevents Auto Skidding

Hundreds of deaths have been caus-
pd and many horrible accidents re-
pulted from the skidding of automo-
biles on wet streets or when going
at high sped around curves. .\ thought-
ful French autoist has had great sue-
pess with a device, which 18 nothing
more nor less than a huge rudder at-
tached to the rear of the machine
which presents a large surface to the
air and can be swung so as to meet
the wind and hold the pear end of the
machine ‘2 line. The Undda.r.‘ueed on

metal and adjusted firmly

-
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AND PROTECTORS

Better Keep the Midnight Marauder
Outside Than Fight With Him
After He Enters the House

Most burglars are amateurs at the
business; lots of them have little real
burglaring experience, and they are
ensliy Jdutwitted. Naturally it is much
more plesdsant to keep a burglar out
of the house than to put him out
when once he has loaded his bag.

A good way to tasten windows Is
to run screws through the upright
frames, comnecting both upper and
lower sash.

Locks on door can be easily opened
from the outside; bolts are more se-
cure, but if tae bolt is placed as usual,
with the bolt running along the door
on the frame any
burglar can cut through the .door
and move the bolt. Reversa the bolt,
placing it on the casing, with the catch
or socket on the door and you've foiled
the man on the outside.

If you can't bolt the door, slip a

and the sccket

. |

Screws to Make Window Sashes Bur-
glar Proof

wedge beneath it, having the big end
of the wedge fastened to the floor
by & nail or any sharp pointed tool,
such as an awl

A double pointed nail with one end
resting against the door, the other
against the floor, will make it im-
possible for any one to open the door
from the outside, for the more one

Another good way to protect doors
i{s to pile some kitchen pans on a
table with the broom extending from
the pans to the door. When Mister
| Burglar opens the door he pushes
against the broom and the "iom
throws the pans on the f Result:

]
1T

Waedge or Double-pointed Nail to Keep
Door From Opening

|
|
ifilled with earth and set in a tray
‘that is also filled with earth. There
s no bottom in the cylinder and the
‘plant can be left in it throughout its
\lde. When sufficient growth has been
‘sttained to warrant transplanting the
plant.< cylinder and all are set into
3’0 ground. The roots wlll break
t¢hrough the paper If it is necessary
for them to do so. This makes trans-
planting a much cleaner and quicker
Job than the old method of taking
fhe planta from pots.

A great noise, and burglar runs for
| his life.
' If there is anything burglars don’t
Hke, it's noise. Tie a weight to a
ocord, run the cord across the door
near the top, fa.stenin_g it on the other
sid¢ -~ When the door is opened It
presses against the cord, breaking it
and sending the welght down with
a great crash. >
One man who was bothered with
intruders coming into his kitcken and
maKIng WAy with foad S3op g Puobs”

|

would push the farther the nail would
be jammed into both door and floor. |

'as & model for all those made ever

—

!

| there

& water, tlea 1t over wne aovour Vithog
fast a couple of inches of buckel, ¢ «-
tending down over the door. Whoa
the door was openaed the buckel Vins
pwerturned, drenching the man helow
The’ gburglar never found out how he
got his ducking, but he never got ovev
the threshold.

¥ you are going away even for
the day, don’t pull down all the win-
dow shades and close the windows.
That tells a burglar looking for “jobs”
that the house i3 not occupied, and
he may try to enter either them or

that night

|

There'!l be a Frightful Raczket if a
Burglar Opens This Door
P F -
K ) Unchanging Fashion
The thermometer which has derved

since was sonstructed by Fahrenheit
at Amatardam in 1720

ELECTRICITY IN HOMES

Rznadian Housewives Encouraged to
Use it Iin Summer

The use of electricity in the home
{8 zradually developing. Its original
utility as a source of light has heen
extended to the supplying of cnergy
for the electrie iron and toaster, the
sewirg and washing machines and the
vacuuin cleaner. Electric ranges &re
coming into general use, the first oh-
jection, the relatively high initial cosi
of the range, having been overcome.
On¢ ¢ omestic use which electricity
seeius admirably adapted but which,
thus far, has received insufficient at-
tention is that of providing hot water.
in many Canadian homes, the furnaces
or coal! ranges are provided with at-
tachments to supply hot water for the
kitchen, bath room and laundry dur-
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Wea,l@__Tu France

I 1074 ceposits of potassium
salty were discovered in Upper A'-
anca distriet. Thirteen wells have
heen bored which permit an esti-
mnte to be made of the wvalue of
there deposits, The value is put
at tw, thousand four bundreds
m:'ious of pounds,

By taking possession of the Mul.
houve district, an area of about
thir'v even m les in width, France
wiil, therefore, obtain possession
nf capital epough to cover the

ing the winter months. As the fur-
nace remains unused from the middle

 whole expenses of the war.

of spring and coal ranges are not | A g P _
regularly used during summer, the ‘““An oxcelnlent 8ﬂ&ll:o 3dd‘_‘ the
supply of hot water throughout the jwr.foer, and if the estimate 18 cor
house is lacking from May to Novem- rect he 18 certainly l‘lghf, for no

ber. Suppiving this service by elec-
tricity is a great convenience to tho
householder, and, at the same time,
opens a new field for the desired sum-
mer load to the central station or other
organization dealing in electr.c energy.

Several (anadian central®statious,
aware of the benefits to

from such a load, have introduced

special systems of charging for this

In Toronto, one organization
has an arrangement with one gmall
(500 watts) and one large (2,600
wat's) neating unit; the idea is to
charge for the small unit-on a moder-
ate flat rate basis and keep it operat-
ing constantly for ordinary domestic
needs, while the large umnit, which
need be used only for abnormal re-
quirements, such as laundering, is
charged for at a low meter rate. The
cost of the installation, including
jacketted tank, plumbing, eic, is
$30.00. Many companies do nof meter
the consumption of the hot watcer
heater, arzing a monthly fat rate
for this service.

These companies have also heen ¢h-
couraging the “cooking-by-wire” move-
ment: usually, it is stipulated that
water heater and range are to ba
gserved through the same double-way
switch so that both the range and
the heater are not operated at the
same time. The water heater is
usually kept on continually excepl
when using the range; thus, the hoiler
ts heated over night and, if properly
jacketted with non-conducting 1na-
terial, remains hot enough through
the day to supply the demand whil2
the range is in service.
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§ . SPRING FIRE-PEAK

W-’MW

If the forest fire ranger was rcpres
gented by a line rising and falling as
the danger increased or decreascd
viyn!d he a sharp rise or “peak”
in the few weeks after the winter
snovr leaves the woods. This I8 £O
much the case that the term “Spring
Fires” .= well known LS every foresier.
The ground 17 4y, the dead leaves
and herbage are sapless and tindery,
and the lemsgt spark may start a fire
that will sweep whole miles of forest.

'All who go to the woods are cautioned

| it see that they are especially care-
' ful to put out completely their camp
H and to see that no fires start
i‘trom matches, pipes, clgar stubs or
' fixe arms. Canada has many fire
guardians on duty in the spring but
if these rules are observed much more
timber will be saved tha.®can be
saved through the most strenuous ef-
“forts of fire fighters. The tume (o stop
| a forest fire is Dbefore it starts.

be derived -

tod wice that ever was discover-
l.{i ~wii be mentioned in the same
beeatl with this subterrapean trens-
«ure honse, Mineral deposite have
a el more to do with wars thau
‘19 generally supposed.
| o yny peopie have marvelied

went to such enormous
trouble to cenquer

why [taly
rrnense  apa
Thripols,

The factis that Tripolt has de-
pot ta of sulpbu» even greater than
those of Sieily, I-aly knew that
Gerwary wanted Tripoli, and that
or-e (srmapy laid hands on the
covutry, she hersell would at cnce
lo“e her monopoly of sulphur and
w i it & revenue of some million:

a '\’Ff\),.‘.',

To ecome back to the present
| war the reason why tne Russians
at nuce proceeded tc overrun Gali-
cia wae because of its treasures of
petroletm, Galicia is the fourth
greatest prcducer among o.l-tear-
The output is eome

lug; countries,
aud

nipe million barrels a year,
Britich companies control a large
puit of this output.

()n November 21st, 1914, a Bri-
tish expedi‘ion tock Basr:, a towo
of about forty ti onsand peopl>,
fifty-<ix wmiles up from the Fer-
aiar (inif. Basra is a detstably

unliesthy nlace, but it 13 part:cvl-
arl> suitable for naval ure, and
~opraine oil enough to keep ouUT

nevy - goiog for generations 10
cone,
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b Scraps For Fowi

For a small flock (six hens and a
cock), and where there wi.ghe more
‘or loss table scraps, it is.L2st to feed
the scraps (bread, potatoes, meat,
'et¢c.), in the morning, and in the
leweuing give a grain ration of a mix-
'‘ture of 2qual parts of corn and wheat,
allowing a handful to each fowl.
‘Where there is not a good supply of
'uble..mps, substitute a morning
imnh of whole oats soaked for about
‘an hour in hot water, and yhen after

drained, mix wit'.®sufficient
/uwana (0 absorb the moisture. To this
paxture add about 16 per cent. of

e




