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Verdun Central 

Point Of War 

Paris, June 1.—Verdun is more 

thao ever the central point of tbe 

whole war, and critics here are cou 

fideat that the enemy is making » 

supreme effort to win & ouick suc 

pass, The fightiag increases :u 

violence witb each fresh onslaug'.t, 

attack follows aitack), with oui 

sufficient puu-e for the prepara: y 

bombardment and wilh unexamy = 

ed fury. The fary, who was w= 

parsiwouious wn broaging up fresh 

gorps to teinturce the forge, whica 

andertock tne origionl operation, 

18 pow asnounced to uve throw. 

in no less thao eight divisions from 

anther frome during thie last tweive 

days. The three battles which 

were fought. on April 0, May 3 ‘0 

May 8, aod May 15 to May 3C 

took place on the left bask of the 

Meuse, “he tide has ebbed aud 

flowed over a fixed inc formed by 

the Betincourt-Cumicres road, and 

the situation remains unchanged 
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to all intents snd purposes from 

what it wae three mouths ago, 

The French first lice is still ua. 
broken, The Germans can obtain 

no military result until they forse 

the second line and resch Charney, 

There only can they hope to carry 

the battle to the right bunk of the 

river and determine the maia issue, 

The objective i2 so remote 

that in the opinion of military ob- 

servers it is altogether cut of the 

isack of the enemy. The Garmans, 

t 18 pointed out, have stripped the 

Russian and British fronte, the 

latter #0 dangerous a preceeding 
that the German general staf 
hesitated along time bafore making 
their decision, and the present sit- 

uation cannot he continued without 

serious risk, 
The Crown Prince is now in a 

positicn where it 1s 1nperative tha 
he deal the Fisoch such a blow be. 

fore Verdun as 10 disable them at 

least for a suffiz ent t'me to permit 

Germany to cope wih “he Raswan 

hosts, which ure growing more 

formidable daily . 

France faces the prospects with 

equanimity, Couoirary to reports 

published 10 Germany, the French 
main reserves sre by no means all 

engaged at Verdun. Fresh Brite 
ish divisions are comple eng ther 

training every day and swelling 

the allied ranks, wnle Germany 

daily 1& foreed to ' row more 

troops into the Verdan melting 

pot, 

Paris, June 1,—The G-rmans 

were completely repalser a an ate 

wack delivered upon the Freuch 
positions at Dead Man Hil, wbou 

aight o’uloek last mignt, recording 

to an official statement, i-sued by 
the French war office to-day. A 

f Catarrb that! 

THE DISPATCH 

| this region throughout the nigh, 

Av wtense artillery duel is mn pro. 
gress on the east snd west fronts st 

Douaunmont, 
The text of tha statement 10'- 

lowe; 

‘Ou the left bank of ‘he Tver 

Ife 180 ihe bomwrdment ecntinued 

with great vicleno. tas: gh wo 1 

the territory arouni Ded Mao 

Hill, A determived G rman <'- 

«ek, delivered yes doy evening 

a* 8 o'clock ovr pos 10ne 

apun the eastern siope- 0° he bil, 

was compleie’y repulod by cur 

fire, 

‘On the right tank  f the river 

the artillery fighting has becom 
exceedingly intense to the wesi 

and also tu the east of ort Douaau- 

wont. 

“The night passed. «0 relative 

quiet along the ~emsinder of the 

reat, 

“Paring the might of May 51 
— June | a French air ¢yunadrun 

threw dows twenty shells ou the 

rmlroad stations of Throaville, 

Audun and IZeeroman and fifcy 

other shells upon (he commissary 

hesd quarters of the enemy at Asan 
" 

aginst 

les . 

British Press On 

Wilsoq Speech 

London, May 20 —““Irresponsible peace 
talk received iis quietus frog Su Hdward 

Grey last week, bul no doubt President Wil- 

son's Be ach: buiore the league to Enforce 

i Peacs wil | rovive the discussion in certain 

quarters,” says she Liverpool Post. “Its de 
tiasiteness in certain particulars is arresting, 

but perhape $0 many of bis own countrymen 

the airof definitenest which the President 

gives to some of his phrases may seem elu. 

sive. 

“One can imagine mary being especially 

disappointed when hs saye thad with the 
causes and objects of the war the United 

States has no concern. Tous, who believe we 

are opposing an attempt at world domination 
it is hard to believe that the cause for which 

we stand is not of some concern to the great 

republic of the weas,” 
The Post argues that the Entente Allies are 

fighting for virtually the same object for 

which President Wilson proposes a league 
of nations, 
The Manchestor Guardian says thiz plan of 

the President in almort as old as the first for. 

ruulation of the ideal of organized peace, but 

{ tbat it never before in any part of the world 

has commanded the support accorded 1i%in 

America to-day: This newspaper says fur. 
ther: 

“The President inevitably has contned 

himself to cautiour and general terms, but it 

\s impossible tc mise the significance of bn 

declaratian that the United States would be 

ready to become a party to any feasible lea- 

gue of mations, Twenty-one months of war 

have done much to undermine even the root. 

ed American aversion from alliances and Isa 
gues, » 

The Westminster Gazetde says that if one 

isto understand what Fresident Wilson is 

driving as, hie speech must be considered 

from two points of view—the immediate poin? 

of view of the war and tne more remote one of 

reconstruction after the war, 

It continues 

“This proviso is necessary for the Presi 
dent's neusrality in mind and thought is an 
icecold  absiraction for a belligen=nt 
whe believes « he is fighting in the 

fgir cause of law ‘and right. We do not un" 

derstand how a neutral can expect to influence 
these events if he begins by declaring himself 

not to be concerned with their causes and ob- 

jects. Wedo not see how he is to control thie 
stupendous flood if heis nos interested to 
search for oc explore the obsecure fountaine’ 

from which they burst forth.” 

Presenting the argument that the entente 

allies cannot be expected to welcome the un- 
plied” judgerrent that they really are respon 
gible with their enemies for starting the war, 
«the Gazette continues: 

against being thought unreasonable or aggres- 
sive if we are unable to accept peace over- 
tures based on the assumption of equal guilt. 

That being'said about the immediate proepect: 
we should be extremely foolish to write off as 

unimportant or impracticable what the Pres- 
sident says about reconstruction after the 

war.” 

The Gazette considers President Wil- 
son’s declaration that the United States 
is willing to become a partner in any 
feasible association of nations as a mo- 
mentous one and asserts that Great Bri-’ 
tain’s record for a century is an endor- 

sement of hic suggestion for establish- 
ing the seeurity of the highways of the 
seas. It adds that if the President 
means sea power in war is to be deduc 
ed and limited in such a way as to de 
prive vs of the principal weapon and 

siolent bombardment continued in | means of defense, we naturally bave a 

‘food situation is threatening to be- 

' and even with bare hands. Hund- 

“We must guard ourselves in advance 

fuffering to the people.” 

1 good deal to say on the subject. bout 
the association of nations to prevent 
war has the hearty assent ot this influen | 
tial newspaper, who save that if the Pre 
sident’s speech can ve taken as.a declar | 
ration of the adbension of the United | 
States to this idea it has high signific | 
ance. ’’ for it brings the United States 
definitely into world politics and makes 

her from nenceforth one of the nations | 
that must be rekoned with in any 
echen.e of international politics, balanes | 
of power, association of nations or what | 

ever it may be.”’ 

Pointing out that an associztion or 
nations would be compelled to use force i 
to prevent any nation from committing 
an act of aggression, the Gazette says’ 
that if the United States joined with | 
European peacemakers economic wea 
pons would come into play. : 
The Pall Mail Gazette says: 
‘Enforcement of peace is precisely 

what we ourselves are pursuing in what 
we believe to be the most effective, in 
deed, the only way. Butitis worth 
while noting that if the President ie not 
s partrer to that undertaking and is ob 
liged to limit his interest in the subject 

to an academic sphere his aspirations 
seem to caincide closely enough with 
those objects for which the sllies are 
making their heroic sacrifices.” 
The allies are fighting, the newspa 

per saya, for precisely President Wil 
gon’s doctrine of the autonomy of ind) 
vidusl nations. 

Food Situation 
Is Threatening 

New York, Jone 1,— A Lon- 
don, despatch ve the Sun says: 

lavestiga ion of reports on the 
actual food situation ib (cermaay 
reveals the fact that conditions 

are becomiag worse daily, The 

come the most irportant factor of 

the great war. 

A perusal of the ‘German news- 

papers discloses a wealth cf occur- 

rences revealing the real condit. 

ions. Complaints are heard sverye 

whee over the ditticulty of obtain- 

ing supplies, which are constantly 

dwindling, 

The news of the arrival of ‘ravel 
ing soup kitchens circnlated in 

Berlin wes th> occasion of wild 

rioting, which the Berliner Iage- 

blatt reports as follows: 

“An attempt by the Charlotten- 

borg authoritie: to relieve the gene- 

ral distress by a distribution, 

through perambulating kiichens 

containing meals of pork, peas and 

potatoes, ended in an utter fissco, 
Each kitchen contained four hund- 

red pints of stew. A few minutes 

after the kitchens arrived the 

neighboring streets were throngea 

by thousands eager (0 secure s 

share. 

“Drivers and attendants wersp 

helpless in the face of the mob of 
thousands of shrieking men, wom- 

en and children demanding th» 

steaming stew with pots, crockery, 

kitchenware of every dJesccip:ion 

reds of old men and women, as 

well as many children, were knock 

ed down and tramped upon, Theil 

cries of distress and pain were 

heard on ail sides. 

“The ‘battle of sews’ was soon 

over, Within a geerter of an 

hour tae only evidences of fighting 
were broken parts-of Kitchen vans, 

smashed crockery and shreds cf 

clothing littering tne roadway. 
‘‘The authcrities now abpounce 

that the atfair was an experiment 

and that it will pot be repeated, 

But thisis a pity, They dia not 
adopt anv precautions which have 

prevented the scandalous scenes 
instead of causing stil further 
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French View Of 

The Situation 

Pari:, Jare 1.—W t e 

Unived States jg on t+ eve 60 n 
ale «chon, which will § + ve vesily 

imuretart to the vorld’ pig 

toflowiag ‘points, wich snoma - 
of the whole ww» 

BiLdsvive 

1. ~The Verdun ofzpsive bus 

| acted three monrbe, an poop! 

are sstonighed nat A REE TE y 

per«wred in with web IN 

ness, since it has bee dem o~ rate 

ed thai the strategienl wporiance 

of thi: 

de¢'sion, ih 80 tar uw. ti PRUE od 

the war is concerned The row n 

18 that the Hohenz 1 ru dvawy 

victory, and the Crown 

position ean: in nre 8 

needs a 

Prince wu:t save his marshals 

baton, no matter wh. tie pree 

Four hundred thousand men wi 

perish, aha even mor», if necessary 

in order to eatisfy the vanity and 
ambition ot one man, That is 

what the America: democracy 

must realize mu order to have a 

clear vision of thege great -vea « 

2.—The Garman pronn-e- 70 the 
United States, on be 

question, are no. «i cere, Tray 

are orly the m-ans of gatnng me 

in which to build a fleet of hgh 

by which she 

AUhINGL Le 

sea submarines 

hopes to become the msiress of 

navigation, even ip 

When this fleet 1« ready, (Germany 

will unmiask her batteries, 
3.—1t has been &aid thar the 

Europesn war is an act of madness 

on the part of the powers engaged 

therein, We in France, on the 

contrary, believe that by fizhting 

for the right, for the woak people, 

and for the respect of treaties, we 

are acting with protound wiedom 

and we believe that those who 

think otherwise, snd express ther 

thoughts, in such rough language, 

are nct wise, 
4,—~There bas been talk of a 

mediator, Thera wll not be any 
mediator, There cannot be any 

mediator, 

The Russian Uzar. 

Mr, Hamilton Fyfe, the Eng- 

lish journalist represeating tha 

London “Daily Caromcte’, in Ruse 

sia, writes as follows of the Czar, 

who bas just ceiebrated his birth- 

day — 
In spite of his years and Lis two 

decades of reigning, there is still 

in the Czar's manaer a touch of 

He shows no sign of 

I ‘ecollect tha! 

vay warers, 

shyness, 

fear or suspicion. 

the first time I saw him wut close 

quarters —it was at eval, wuere 

he met Xing Edward ta 1908— 

I was surprised by his jolly smd 

ing, care-free cxp:ession, 

His shyness 18 «oon rubvea off 
by intimacy. Wie: he likes peo- 

ple he is frank and natural with 

them, One whom be likes very 

much spoke to him lately whout be 
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thonsand feet of file should 

Phiuk, 

¢ Emperor wa not 2 ger us, no 

a despot, not a doudic-denier bY 

uten ion, bat a roler simple 

stra g'i‘orward, sincere 

these (nalities contributes [i «gual 

meavar> to the eflico:y of brs 

precen’ resolve that (1 :;orury sod 

her dupes must be soun i’ 

before the war cap end. [I~ doas 

sot often speak of this roralve, 

When he does his words enrry 

convictien. Ooace more I will 

quote Witte, who said: “ro will 

not tighs until he is tore=, pra.bly 

until the enewy cross tne frontier. 

2uat when he does begin he wii) 

aever lsave oft,” 

Le to - 
Ta 

Sir Proest Shackleton, the 
Antarctic explorer, ha: arrived 
safely at Port Stanley, Fatkiind 
Islands, 

Wheat And 

The war. 

One of the woed comprahonsive 

articles in The Agrncedutural War Book 

nf 1915 deals with te subject ¢f ' Wheas 

snd the War’ It is written by Mr 

T. ¥. Doherty, 1,1... B., Commissioner 

of the Intermetional Agricultural 

Institute. The author irazes the 

course of events, wy regards the wheat 

market; in the seomentous yezrs 1315, 

1914 and 1915, the Great. named, sharing 
with the last two  yenrs some of their 

imporiance— —— alghough pres- Jing th: 

war———by resdom of the. decline of 

prices from toose of 1910. In 1914--15 
prices per busbel of British whent ump 

ed from $1.00 to $1.61, In this con: 

necfion Mr, Doherty aske readers to 
examine a tatle giving quotations o: 

prices since the year 1800, in 1812 tho 

figures reached their zenith, Hritain 
having wars with France and the 

United States no ber hanas. Wheat 

was then $2 86 & bushel, or more thar 

three times the standing of to-day. 

During the first . quarter of the nine. 

teenth" century. the lowest price was 

$1.37, this was n.- 1822, In the second 

| quarter, ‘ha lowest figure was reached 
ing photographed and “kincmato. Concluded from page 7. 
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