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Drive Through Belyium By
British to Outflank Prussians

Bombardments on Seacosst Cause London to Look tor Move '

ment Where Landing Would Be Easier Than at Gallipoli
or Land Attack m Ypres Sectos

-

‘London, Jene 3 —Whether 1t 18+
‘the purpose of the British come
anander to make a new attack on
the Prussian lines in B lgiam north
of the present Arrae froot or (o
continue the drive at Douar ix of
course known only to the highest
-amilitary authorities, but newspaper
men are permitted to sarwise cnd
comment oun the situation much
amore openly (han was the case
@ year ago, for instance, during
the Somme advance, The geveral
belief among ob-ervers here 1¢ tnat
an attack through Belgium s poss-
ible, althoungh difficalt.

British troope, howeover,
never yet been known to falter be-
fore difficulties, and recent news
of repeated attacks on the B:lgian
seacoast 18 interpreted by muany
as the beginning of ao cffensive
in that direetion, Tae cffinal res
port on Saturd-y ‘hat naval aero-
planes ana seaplines had, artackea
the Prussian basea at Zasbrugye,
Ostend and Brugen, dropplag sev-
eral tons of explosiver, gives ¢ Jor |
to the supposition, For several
days Beriin also has been telling of ;

have
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increased activity from the North
Bea to Ypres, To-day’s Berlin ro.
port speaks of very intense artill-
ery firing in the‘Wytschaete bead,

WOULD CLEAR HALF OF BEL

GIUM

A move from the Felgian lne
between Dixmude and Micapert or
from the seacoast, if suaccessful,
wou'd be of even mors fur reachivg
importaoce thana vieiorious ad-
vanea by the British from the Ar-
ras front or the French from the
Chewmin-des-Damoas, If the French
should capiure Ladn or the Brirish

take DDouai, 1t would only force the g

Prussiane back on the Bolgim

frontier,

But an advance through North-
ern Belgium toward Brugees and
Antwerp would outflaak the whole
Pruss.an line further eouth, throw
the Kaiser’s armies almost entirely
out of Frawce and drive them back
to the Mense, with Liege, Nemur,
Givet and Sedan ae principal bases,
Soch wn attack, even if unsuccess-
ful, would greatly relieve the strain
on the French troops now gallant-
ly holding the front from St. Quen-
tin to Auberive,

A landing on the seacoaat would
offer far less natural obstacles than
did that at Gallipcli and could. be
much better protectel by the gune
of the fleet, Suech an operation
probably weuld draw the Xaiser’s
warshipe from their skulking place
o8 puliind Heligoland and result 1n
that colossal engagement for whien
tne men of the British navy hLave
been so ardently wishing the last
two years,

Pruaesie, will hotd on the seacoest
a8 (ong as vhe can, becaunse it fur-
nishes ench an excellent base tor
her rubmarine operati ns, But
with the greater skill new acquir-
ed in combatting the wunadersea
warfare and with the sarrival of
Aweriesn vessels to relieve. Britain
of part of the work it 18 rot at all
unlikely that the attempt will be
made,

The fortified eand dunes of
coast ofter no such obstacles as
Vimy Ridge, for instance. The
couniry ie perfectly flat for fifty
miies eastward, affording ro shel-
ter for troops, and dugouts would
be merely living tombs for tvhose
who hid jo them, Fianders is he
idesl country for opeu warfare and
perhaps for that reason, has been
one of the chief battlefields of
Earope ever since the asys of Jul-
iue  Caesar,

AT THE YPRES SALIENT

the

With all its tarnirgs, the allied
front neross Belgium is less than
forty.tive miles long and only
about thirty-five miies in 4 straight
hine from balf a mile north of
Nieuport baths to the frontier,
two miles northwest of Armentier-

es, Belgians, reinforced by French |

artillery, hold half the front from
the coast to Boesinghe station, just
below Het Sas, abou! three sund a
half miles north of Ypres, Here a
semi-circular ealient begins, of
which Ypres 18 the ceatre, snd
sweeps round to St, Eloi about the
sawme distance south of the rcity,

Prussiane hold the ground on

rted Butter Wrappers

FOR SALE
AT

“The Dispatch” Office

.between Het Sas and D xmuovde, or

 ped in to see me seemed surprised

the north, ana the semi-cirenlar
curve is dotted with numerous hills
| wheuce they can shell all the roade

leading to Ypres. Below, the
ground is geuerally flat as far as
La Baseee, south of the trontier,
anc is broken by ewampy lande
and many canals and ditches which
would hamper large operations,
A direct move from Ypres would
cost far more than the advaxtage
to to gained, judging from the at-
tempt at Hill No, 60 in 1915,
Comparative quiet on the Arras
and Aisne fronts would also point
to an offeasive further north,

A large part of the Belgian line
is impaesable because the sen was
let 1n and still covers the ground
between the Yser (anal and the
Nieuport-Dixmode Railway. The
water 18 too deep to ford and the
anly actions reported for months
are those of nigtt patrols on rafis,

So it would appear that the most
available openings for an advauce
into Belgium woald be either south
of Ypres, around Wytschaete,
where Berlin vo-day reports violent
bombardments; or north of Ypres,

as a third alternative, by a landing
on the coast, where Saturday’s Br'-
tiesh report tells of the aerial attack
on Prussian bases,
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No Reason |

For Surprise
;

(The Loandon Opiniov),
An American viaitor just drope

that our newspapers are horrified
because the Germans have fortaed
a limited company to treat their
dead soidiers scientifically, and
turn them into hog’ food.
“After all,’”" he said,

have our own idea of Paradise, and
though the pig-sty seems about
the hmit, the Hun ought to Luow
what is best for hls own pecrze.

‘e all

Ratders Paid A Terrivle Price

London, Juoe 7.~ The mcroing
pewspapers to-day display, with
gratification, the news of the tol)
exacted from the German air raids
ere, which they remark was a ter-
rible price to pay for a raid which
effected virtually nothing of mili
It 1¢ generally

ten German

tary importanle.
assumed that the
machives were lost, which sume of
the ecommentors express the belief
s a!most enough to eause the Ger-
mans to cesse repetitions of their
airplane raids,

The daroage inflicted oo the raid
ers, in cono:etion with the reduc-
tion in singings of veescls by sab-
marines and anaval and sirplane
sttacke on enemy bases in Bel.
ginme, bas installed a spicit of ela-
tion in the editorials and news col-

! wire stockades erected for
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Admitted That the British

“My Division Exists No
More,” Said German

A?tillery Fire Quckly Wiped
Out Tentou Hegiments

Men From Russian ¥ront Blad to be Taken Prisoners

BRITISH HEADQUARTERS, I[N
FRANCE, June 9, via London— (By the
Associated Press, |—Comparative (uiet
reigned yesterday aleng the front of the
latast Britieh sttack which wrested the
Messines Ridge from the Germans op
Thareday. The noise of 1the guns was
quite appalling, but otherwise the day
was one of almost complete calm. The
night was also (uiet and the British
heve thoroughly consolidated their gains
and are able to defend them against any
eounter attack the temporarily bewild
ered (yermans ioay comimence,

Prisoners kept comipg in yesterday
in increasing hundreds, dazed by near
ly & week of most terrifying gunfice
and half famished aw & resalt of the
“gtarvatien bartage’’ tne British had
kept on their lines of communication
and sopply. These men upon reaching
the cool grassy spote within the barbed
their antiel
pated arrival, stripped themselves to
the waist, tore off their heavy trench
bouts and flung themselves on the ground
where they were soon lest in the heavy
sleep of complete exhaustion. For
thera the war is over and their relief at
being out of it "was only too apparent,
The men who had seen most of their
military service on the Russian front
were the moet demoralized of nll. ""We
had heard much of the conditions on the
"7 9uid one of the captur
to the Associnted
thought thore

western front,
e« German officers
Press, 'bul we always

! was much exaggeration about them,

We had no realization whal war was.
When we came fromm Russia o few
weeks ago we were told we were goiog
ageinet the British, but that we need
uot worry, 8¢ the English were not in
& position to accomplish anything ser
ious againet us in view of their otfensive
at Arras, The artillery fire we eox
perienced when we tirst came to the
Messines ridge was toore terrible than
anything we had seea or hesrd on the
eastern tront.

‘‘I'hen & week ago the Fnglish start
ed their ntemsive bombardment, It
was horrible to endure. YFew of us ever
thought we would get out alive. There
was'n distinct sense of reliet when the
mine was exploded on Thursday worn
ing. We knew then that an attack was
under way, and that we soon should be
dead or in » pesition to surrender. Most
of us can frankly say that we preferred
the latter.

‘"This exporieace of ours should end

the war, We bave no posgible chance
to win., Two days sgo my division was
made up of three splendid German regl
mente, We saw these men shrivel up
in 8 burricane oI fire with which we
could not possibly complete, Now, my
division exists no wore,
This ofticer hed no complaints te make
agninst the German higher command
end no apparent desire to win favor
from his British captors. He was 8o
shaken by the ordea! he had undergone
that he seemed to find at least momen
tary relief in expressing, in excelient
English, the thoughts which were upper
most in his mind. The experience of
his division apparently is evidence inat
Germany 18 not finding a selution here
of ber military difficuities in the trans
ferring of her old eastern units to the
westeru trout,

nmne geperally.

A [ Vast numbers of German troops ave |

gt

They Had Never Seen Fire of Such Intensity—flicer
maena _ould Mot Compete With 1t, and Have no Chance to Win—-
Hiodenhurg Bushing up Reinforcements

i yon Hindenburg in an

Admitted or-

being rasned forward by Field Marshay

effort to stem

the British torrent which has swep!
over the heights dominating the Lille
plain and threatens to sweep the Teni
ons Trom the great industrial section of
northern France., As every succeeding

elash between the mighty armies o the
western front has dwarfed the
which preceded it, s0 the initial

ous

phase

ot rhe battie of Mescines promises 10 e
wmere a prelude 1o the struggie waich 1@
to come,

The British throst follows slmost on
the hetls of she trimmphant snnounce

n Empercr that the

west had been

ment by the Germe
allied offencive in the
definitely checked, bearing out reporis
that the Germans had underestimated
the power and resources of their
and were not reary to withstand ihe

foes

terrible blow which tell upon them.
Frow the capiured heighte the DBritish
guns Friday are sending their message
of death ncross a low ard level plain ot
scarcely five wiles in breadth, which
separates them from the industrial cap
ital of northern Frauce

Lille is the chief of & litile group of

Ne WL

Bl DR

thre e cities in which prior i«
centered Fronce's great textile

tries. It formerly had a povalation of
210,000 and its {wo =ister cities, Rou
baix and Hourcoing, were the homes of
about an equal number, Tourcoing and
Roubsix stand on rising ground from
four 1o six miles northwest of Lille,
the only bigh land row in front of the
British, Teo their right, however, Lille

is proterted by a ridge which staonds be
tween 1t and Armentiereg, the town on
which the right wing of the sattacking
British army An advance
the plain will cutflank this adge
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