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A Littie War Story

The lerge wman, walking Iike
Ageg, came towards the prettily
screened Heavy Battery. The ramn
was 80 pestitential that the Caprain
wily saw he was an officer when
e /was a few yarde away. The
: ’tb came up, shook water from
himself, and asked in an injured
voice—

*In this P, Q.—Heavy DBat-
tary?”’

The Captain admitted the fact.

“Well, I'm glad yoa were above
earih,” said the other, *‘I might
have walked another mile in this.
You’re almost too well hidden for
somtort,”’

The Captain agreed that ecreen-
iog had its disadvantages as well
#8 ite advantages, He asked,
“Do you want to see us' particul-
arly?”’

*[ would” like to see the Colon.
»l,”” said the other., ‘‘I'm from
the Broadshires. We’ve just 'take
on over’ in front of you—but you
know that,”

“Oh, rather,” said the Captwin,
{le badn't thought mvch of the
Broadshires really, save that they
were 3 new lot and given to fre-
quent cailing up and demanding
Lottery fire, as is the way with
rew battalione, He wae however,
polite.  **Oh, rather,”” he said,
But, 1t's rather hard luck. The
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thoy eannot reach the seat ot the dis-
sape., Catarrh is a local disease, g rea
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Uolone! and the Msjor have taken
advantage of the weather. They've
gove to H, Q. for a pow.”

The etranger emmitted a noise
that svanded like ““Damcn,’” or even
worey., e said, angrily, *“Cone
found it! I've walked through thise
for nothing,”

The Captain grinned in sympa-
thy.

"*Quite » shame,” he said. ‘‘But
it always does happen like this,
But don’t eall it ‘nothing’ exactly.
i'ho mese 18 quite close handy, and
wo have some very mellow—""

“Ob, please,’”’ cried the atranger,
Yot ue find the mess.”

They walked towarde the mess,
{"he stranger was pleasantiy afta-

blo. He was appreciative of their

dispositions,

THE DISPATCH

He certainly koew
his ousiness as a soldier, for bis
praice was acu'e and just, He com
plimented the battery on the way
it had used the hillside as a screen.
“No wonder the Boches can’t get
you,” he luughed,

Going inte the dug-out hie heaa
hit a canvas shelter, and scme of
ite deposited water went over his

neck and back, He swore fluent-
ly again, *‘Thie is the limit,” le
snarled,

“Filtby climate, ain’c 1t?” eaid
the Captain,

“Woman’s weather—beastly!"
growled the othber,

The Captain said, *“Oh-—oh—
ghastly!”

They went into comparative dry-
nees, where a man could slake a
thiret,

Two Subs were in the dug-out,
They began to laugh at *he wet
m>n, but they stopped laughing,
The stranger was peeling off hie
mac, to get at his mneck, It was
seen Le was & Major,

Tne Captain produced whiszy in
its varieties,

“"Whioh do you take, Major—?"'

“0O.senly,”” answered the Major,
‘*“Irish, please.’’

The Captain fillad glasses al!
rouad, but hesitated over his own,
“If you don’t mind,”” he said, “I'il
have tea, I prefer tea wbeun it
raine like the dew1l,” He walked
out of the dug-out, They heard
bim talk to his servant., Io & win-
ute he wae 10side, and in tive mine
utes he had ks tea, and all were
friendly,

Msjor Osserily wae good come
pany. He was just out, and had a
tair amoant of news about home.
He rather amused them all by the
way he described the antice of his
battulion onder their firat fire.
‘They had Been indifferent in the be
gihning, but, when they iound
‘that shells did more than ook lixe
tireworke, they had developed a
sense of injury. They were ncw all
extremely anxious to go over the
top and wipe up the whole Hunp
army, It wae an amiable little en-
counter, The Msjor had juast be.
gun to develop talk about the mor
al qaality of gunesupport, when
“Siguals™ sent in » memo, to the
Captain. The Captain resd the
mewo. carefolly, put it awsy, and
then weont oo with the moral sap-
port of gune. It wae very plescant,
It wee with reluctance, it seewmed,
that the Msjor decided he wwnet
80,

At that wmoment, however, the
Captain pulled out his revolver snd
throet it nuder the Major’s woee,
He demanded **Hande up’ inetan-
ter. Ny
The Major’s hands rose, but he
splattered with rage, He wse un-
deretood to demand the mcening of
this oatrage.

"Tre meaning is,” said the Cap,
tain ‘“that Major Qeserily i» mnot
known in the Broad:hires, snd he

ien’t kaown at H, Q, either,” N 0,
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don't splotier—it’s a fact, Y .
probably didn’t count on my uvari g
the telephove to get facls of an or
Cinary everyday visitor, 1 have
been uring the' telephone, all the
same.” ¥

The M:jor erupted rage.

“‘Say all you have to say ac H,
Q.” aaid the Captain, **You're go
ing there now——under guard. Bat
I gue<s we’ll search you trst. Cun.
ly—"" ,

The Major made a wild move-
wment wich hie hand. It darted to-
warde oie mouth. Cunly, rather an
atblet.c person. collared the hand,
and, with a sharp twist, had bcth
secured it and - opened the tingers,

In the palm of the hand was a|!

tiny pad. Oa the pad were a num

ber of the weirdest signs, T'he Onp |

tain looked at them.

“Shorthand, I should say. Buc

I know shorttand—the English
variety, that is, and tas jen’t it,
Must te the G:rman breed.”

through the Major’s clothes. They |
fouad nothing more, A!l the same,

the Major was shot soon after.

The weifl designe on the pad were
sh~rthand, German aod incrimina- '
ting.

Cunly asked the Captain bhow
he performed miraclee. :
“] should never haye guessed
what the fellow was. His kit was '
absolutely it, and ms face, and the '
way he spoke—you couldn’t tell

he waan't Britisn,”’

“No,” eaid the Captain. *“I.
should never have found out— on-,l
ly it wae raining.’”

“Tnat meane?

““When s Britisher wiches to ex-
press nis extrem< loathsomeness of

wenther he says it’s filthy, or that |

it isn’t fit to send a dog out in.
The German expresses himeelf at
ter the habit of his curious kind.
Bad weather, ;to him, 19 someth’ng

‘even oo bad tor his dog-—itie jast |

woman’s weather,”’ |

Soldier States His |
Opinion of Clergymen

The army chaplains have set
new standards for the whole cleri-
cal body, and many ftne tributes
have been paid them as a result
of their notable work among the |
troops in England and France !
Voicing the opinion of many
another whose ideas have chang-’
ed towards the clergy. Pte. G
Newman Stewart, a well known
English Socialist, writes: “There
was a time when, mostly from the '
platform, I engaged gentlemen of
the faith in controversy.
matized them as being out of
touch with that mighty, and
mightier-to-be force, democracy.
To-day, on meeting the clergy-
man, | gave him my best salute,
knowing that he is indeed a help-
mate, and an uplifter to us lads
who are engaged in this interna-
tional crisis.” '

Lost Hours.

“l say good-night and go up-

He |
wnoexed the pad, and they went |
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sleep, l

But seems to me,” said little Ted, !

It’s not worth while to go to bed,”
-3idney S. Dayre,

ber mponge was unchanged It
‘nﬂ‘ »0 trowble and ihe axiosis
Tk : Q.1 bawdll movma)ly

-y —

e and only MW per cent of silyer

alli o




