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SACRED LAKE IN ASHANT!

Natives Believe it to bs Haunted by

Powerful God
In Cenirm: Ashanti, West Africa,

there s a sacred lake, Bosumtivi,
which les about eighteen mites south-
east of Coomassie, and is the only real
lake in the country. It is roughly
circular in shape, with a diametar of
four miies, and lies in a deep dapres-
slon wilh sides rising to six hundred
and seven hundred feet above {ts sur-
face. It has mnever been fathomed.
An attempt was made to sound it by
A. J. Philbrick, acting chief commis-
sioner of Ashanti, bu* the line broke
after five hundred feet had been low-
ered. The water is fresl, though the
lake has no outlet, and oniy a few
small annual streams flow into it.
The Ashantis regard the lake as a
great fetish, believing that it is the
abode of a powerful and energetic
spirft which manifests itself, among

surface and making noises like the
discharge of artillery. There are
numerous vililages round the lake, but
no canoes, paddles, fishlicoks or brass
pans ure allawed on or near to it
The natives do, however, permit them-
selves to catch the fish which sbound
in the lake, and they resort to an in-
genious method of wvercoming the dis-
abilitles imposed! on them by its
sacred character, Plaiteda reed mats
with gaping mouths are taken out
from the shore by men lying face
dowawards on cigar shaped logs of
wood. They prope! themselves by
paddling with their hands, and, hav-
ing wet the mats as a trap, they re-
tife long onough to allow the fish to
enter. Thoy then return very quickly
in the same fashion, pull together tha
two parts <7 the trap, and retire with
their haul. .
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DOOR WITH SEVEN LGTKS
Westminster Abbey Has Many In-
teresting Parts
A l.ondocu paper writes: Few who
oxpiore  Westminster Abhey aie

awaro tuat there are many of its most
ancient an.d interesting parts of which
they bave never had a glimpse. For
instance, in the eastern cloisters there
is a door so guarded against un-
authworvized Intrusion that it can only
Le opened by seven keys, which are
in custody of as many
Govarnment ofiicials. Five of the key-
holes of this wonderfnl door, which
is covered with human skins, are co.-
coaled from view by a stout iron bar
which traverses it. This door giy
aceoss to a vaulied chamber, knowa
as the Chapel of the Pyx, the wulls
of which were standing as they stoud
to-day before even the Norman Con-
gueror landed in Sussex. The cham-
ber was once the Troasury of bng
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land, to which were brought “the
most cherished possessions of foe

State.” The regalia of the Scotti:h
¥ings and the Holy Cross of Holy-
rood were deposited here, and for
many years it .sevved as a mint for
coining silver and gold. It war ‘cent
turies ago, the scene of a daring rob-
bery, and to-day it contains “in ad-
dition to a stone altar, some old chesis
one of which is said to have held tbe
jewels of Norman kings.
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AL. O CARRIED IN STOCK,

Road Taxes, Schoo! Taxes

Poor and County Rates

Deeds, Mortgages
Bonds and Bills of Sale

Receipts and Notes in
Books of 80 each
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fREE THAT OWNS. ITSELF
Love of 7'ree.-¢;?;: Exf.!'lcx'dinao-y
Beqguest

At Atheas, Georgia, there ix o giant
white eak tree which no one majy buy
or sell or cut down; nobody owns the
land in this tree stands. The
tree owns itseif. It srands on top of
one of the hills of the city, ard is
said to be between 400 and 500 vears
old. KEarly in tbhe nineteenth century
the ewner or tie plantation on which
the tree siod olten used to sit in tie

which

shade of the huge oak. Finallv. hLe
became 50 attached to the tre«® Lat
he made a will which deeded the tree
to itseif. He wrote: “For, and in con-

sideration of the greatl love I bear this
tree, and tbe great desire 1 have for
its protecrion for all time, 1 convay to
it entire possession of ftself, and -1l
land on 8 1ect of ghe tree on all sides.”
And so the tres came to own it
and 8 f{ee. of ground surrounding it,
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Eastern Nations' Discovery
The Eastern nations, which are f.r
more pesiered with flies than we arve,
‘have- ‘discovered how much flies o's-
like blue, The Arabs treat iheir
houses with a kind of light ®lue wa 1,

and the Jarauese hang curtains of
blua glass beads and bamboo at the
entraupce of their baker and butelop

shops. These curtaing let the aiv in,
and the flies, should there be any in
the room. pass out between the hHiuge
beads towurds the light, but they do
not re-enter

Grand Tota! of C.P.R.
The Canadian Pacific Railway has

{ a graud tota! of 1,500 miles of double

track. Ontario district has a doubie-
tracked mileage of 105. Manitoby
digtrict is lsid with no less than 643
miles ' 'of double tracks. British
Columbis district is eguipped with
143.90 miles. Alberta district has
12 miles and Saskatchewan district
Lias 219 miles of double track.

The First Letter Box

Toe first letier box seoms to have
heen :insgtalled in Paris, as a .uscial
vt Of the {irst renny vost esian
ed in any country. Rt Rirangely
eucugh, the pacple of Paris d 7
lihe the Dboxes for their letiers, wad
the systom was for Joms yeirs giver
up. '
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other ways, by flashing lights on the |
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NO TRUANT SPOOLS

Keep Them Skewered on a' jrass Rod
on the Sewing Chaw

“Drat that spool!” is a eommoa

expression when the busy lady of tha
hous2 spends what spara time sha
has from the kitchen deing her sewing.

When the spool of thread falls to
the floor {t Is just as llkely as not
to bring up in an inaccessib. » sport.

There i8 a way the spocis can o
kept within reach at all tim s a:d
ready for use. Siender brass our-
tain rods that will! pgag through the
hole in a 3pool of thread or silk g o
to be had everywheras,
ings for these reds are attached to

]
0

opposite arms of the sewing chair—
underneath the arins—aud the rod is
threaded through the .o'es in the
spools and ilxed in Its sockets aftor

the bousewife has taken her s=at the

spools cannot fali and are always at
hand.

THE YOUNGEST MAYCR

Crippie Boy Gains Proud Distinction
—Drive’ a Pair of Goats

imhoden, Arkansas, has tha youngz-
s¢t mayor in the world. Joe K. Sulii-
van, not yet trenty-ore, and a hopo
lesa cripple, won the executive office
asver two old political campaignera
A palr of goats aind a dozen proiiy

girls contributed to hisg election.
Sullivan waa etricken with paralysis
¢ f'l-lZ',

losing tha wuas

at the age o

JOE F. SULLIVAN

of hiy left arm and both lower lim s,
He has neveriheless succeeded in
climbing severul rungs of the laddae
nf SWOCESS.

Joe admits that the gcats and the
irle elected him. The goats gave
im his education, ‘hey hauled im
to school and eunabled him to gel
papers on the streei for a liveithood,
helped him to gathor news for tlu
Tocal pers, and continued with b
after he became an ediior. T.. siric
took hold of his campaign and joreed
the male porfion of the population
jend him their suppert.
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Sacging Couch Spring

A couch spring of the type #w..wn
In the skeich sagged considerably,
making it ineffective. The sag was
taken up by bending the sections of
wire with a monkey wrench, 8o that
the entire spring was stiffened almost
as satisfacroriiy ag when new. Cars
must be taken that the wires are hoent
uniformly 8o that the strain is eveuly
distributed. —Popular Mechanics.

MURDER GUITE COM’.ON

Some Sad Facts in the East End eof
Qid London |

(ieo. “R. Sims writes as follows:
“igne aiternoon I was talking to a wo-
man who lived in a rcom that looked
on to a backyard in which a few
nights previously a man killed his
wife. The wife had, it seems, shoutedl
‘Murder! Help- Murder!” when she
was attacked; but not one of the in-
mates had ,gcne to her assistance.

“‘Why on earth,’ I sald to the wo-
man, ‘didn’t you do something when
wou heaard that poor creature shont.
ing for aelp?

* ‘Lot love yer, sir!’ was thg reply,
‘if we Wwas to get out o' bed every
time we 'gard ‘Murder' slhiouted in thig
‘ouse, we'd be ‘oppin’ in and out all
.i‘ht.' " : ki ¢
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, Lighted Auto-Gloye |
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auntomoebila Are

accidents
caused by rear end colllsions betweem

Many

cars. through the failuré of the ca
behind to slow up when the leading

i the fasten- |

car stops or slows down to turn out.
such accldents . occur in the
daytima bhecause drivers have fo
lated a system of signaling with the
hand shat indicates to the following
drivor just what the man in the lead
intends to do. At night, however, it
i Impossible to see the hand signals
and the accidents are frequent.

The danger has been practically
obvia‘ed by the invention of a small
el contrivance that is\ fastene®
to the back of the driver’s glove. It
ousists of a small electric light withy
v powerful reflactor which is sewn
into the glove. The wires lead from
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tha light and the battery operating
t t0 the inside of the thumb and
‘orefinger of the glove. When tha
ead driver wishes to signal boida
ip hisa hand aud presses his¥thumbh
ind forefinger together. The lght
Aashes and proper signal can
‘ Bally he given
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SE FUNERAL

| CURICUS SPECTACLE

Quaiat Customs Provailing in Chia—
A Manchui Funeral Headed by
Twenty-four Carrels

A vigitor from China writes: “One
of the most extraordinary sights we
saw while in China was a Manchuj
funeral.” The account told ihst the
procession was led by t(weniy-four
camels laden with huge red seddles,
then a great flagstaff of red and PN |
carried and supported on a platiorm
by thirtytwo bearers, through the
medium of movable peles. Next came
bearers witl: guns, peuants,
axes, seals and hand-like tops on tha
summit of long =taves.

Mourners Wear Whita

After these a large red satin chais
was carried by four men in white, fol«
lowed by thirty-two mourners. also n
white; this is the mourning color, or
rather absence of color in China.
Next tweive boys in white, and wesr-
fog Manchurian hats, sign of the hizh
state of the decensed. These bovs
earried trays filled with presenis
which would later he burned at the
grave® The great hearse or cataralque
was a.! red, heavily embroidered. (&
was borpe by sixiy-four bearers in
green, followed by twenty-four boys,
also in greéb, carrying long poies,
Twentytwo priests in red ¢camwe neve,
and theu a seemingly unlimited nugie
ber of hearers of z2il kirds of curiog
in the shape of puppets, artificial
flowers, flags, mock lions, deer msads
of paper, “cash” also of paver, urd
the white horse of the dead Manciii.
These are but a very few oi da-
tails.

St~ns Made For Tea-drin.y

Stops were made now and agsin by
the roadside to give gl an opportunity
of drinking tea wil i was gerved fiem
small tables. Then the the
band—tor there wos a band—gather- g
his forces together, the curious'y
monotonous sciurds, which the (Chin-
ese are pleased to call music began

S iat
pattla.
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agaln, and cuce more the process.on
would get into line, The personal
friends followed lust in carriages and

Peking cartr Tablets carried en
route were ‘eft beside the coffin ac
the grave-—-where the giits and cuoh
were burped-—and afterwards denosit.
ed in the ancestral hall or shrine to
descend &0 posterity.

EDUCATING OYSTERS

How the Japanese Teach Them tg
o Make Pearis

In Japan there is a great oyster farm’
where the bivalves are taught to make
pearls, It was Dr. Mikimoto, a well-
Known gcientist, who conceived tie
idea that oysters might be eaducatad
and wade to work for man. Aftor
many years of costly experimentation
he discovered the method in use to-
day. The farm hés an area of about
Afty aquare wiles, and the water
varies in depth from five to filteen
fathoms. The farmer selects the
apots where the larvee of oysters are
most numerous and then he plants
small rocks and stones. These are
soon covered with oyster-spat, They
are then removed and placed in
special beds, whoere they lie undis-
turbed untili the third year. An oy 3~
ter wiil not produce a peari unless it
be irrigated by some foreign sub-
stance, As. spon as it feels thig it
proceeds te cover it with nacre, laycr
on layer, until alier a few years it
When large enough

‘made a pearl.
the oystara are taken from thelr beds
and carefully opened; a tiny speck
ef some foreign asubstance is fntro-
#uced intn their hodies and thav gre
replaced in the sca. DBY the end of
from three to flve years the oyster
has coatad the forelgn substance with
aacr &eud this bas become a peurl.
All tuo work on this oyster farm is
done by women, who bring the oysters
Wup eaud down by diving.
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