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THE DISPATCH 

The Pretended Proposition for a Peace Conterence Really a 

War Manoeauvre—Germany Asks tor Peace on a Suner- 

ficial Basis, but Won't, Get it 

| 

Paris, Jan. 1.—Ia reply to the [lation of its engagemenis, thst a 

proffer of Germany and her allies 

for a peace conference, th: Entente 

Allies, in a collective note, declare 

that they ‘‘refuce to copsider a 

propossl, which is empty w»nd ine 

#ncere,’’ 

The note: was handed to Am. 

bissador Sharp today by Premier 

Briand, and was made public sim- 

uitaneously in London and Paris, 

as follows. 

“The Allies governmente of Bal. 

gium, Frauce, Great Britain, Italy 

Japan, Montenegro, Portugal, Rou. 

mania, Russia and Serbia, united 

for the defence of che hberty cf 

their peoples and faithful to en 

gagements taken not to lay down 

their arms separately, have resolv. 

oC to reply collectively to the pre- 

tended propositions of peace which 
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were addressed to them on behalf 

of the enemy governments through 

the intermediary ot ‘the United 
Switzerland and 

Holland, Before making any 

reply the Allied powers desire 

particularly to protest againsy the 

two essential assertions of the note 

of the enewcy powers that pretend 

to throw upon the Allies responsi- 

bility for the war and proclaim the 

vietory of the C:ntral Powers, 

*The Allied governmeuts cannot 

admit aa affirmation doubly inex- 

act and which suflie2s to render all 

tentative negotiations, The Al- 

lied nations bave sustained for 

thirty months a war they did 

everything to avoid. They have 

shown by their acts their attach- 

ment to peace. That attachment 

“is as strong today as it was In 

1914. But it is pot upon the 

word of Germany, after the vio-‘euts and peutrals demand penal- 

jected all attempts made by the 

peace broken by her may be bas- 

ed. 

“A mere suggestion, without a 

statemeut cf terms that negotiat- 
ions should be opened is not an 

offer of peace. The putting for. 

ward by the imperial goverament, 
of a sham proposal lacking ali 

substance and precision would ap- 

pear to be less an offer of peace 

than a war wanoceuvre, It is 
founded on calculated misinterpre- 
tation of the character of the 

struggle in the past, the present 

and the future, 

“As for the past, the (German 

rote takes no account of the facts, 

dates and figures which establish 

that the war was desired, provoke 

ed and declared by Germany and 
Austria. Hungary, 

‘At Tne H.igue conference i. 

was a German delegate who refus 
ed all proposas for disarmament, 

In July, 1914, it was Austria 

Haogary, wio, after having ad- 

dressed to Serbia an unprecedented 

ultimatum, declared war upon her 

in spite cf the satisfaction which 
had at once been accorded. 

‘Tae Central Empires then re- 

Eatente to bring about a pacific 

solution of a purely local conflict 

Great Britain suggested a con'er- 

ence, France proposed an inter- 

national comun.ssion, the emperor | 

of Russia asked the German em- 

peror to go to artitration, and 

Russia and Austria-Hungary came 

t~ an understanding on the eve of 

the conflict. But to all these 

efforts Germany gave neither ane 

swer nor effect. 

Belgium was invaded by an em. 

pire which had guaranteed her 
peu rality and which had the ase 

surance to proclaim that treaties 

were ‘scraps of paper,” and that 

‘necessity knows no law,’ 

“At the present moment there 

shaw ofters on the par: of Goar- 

many rest on the ‘war map’ of 

Earope alone, which represen‘s 

nothing roocre than a superficial 

and passing phase of the situation 

and not the real strength of the 

belligerents, A pesce is sought 

by the aggressors who, after imag 

ining that they would reach the 

goal in two months discovered af- 

ter two years that they coulda 

never attain if. 

*As for the fucare the disasters 

caused by the German declaration 

of war and the innumerable out- 

rages committed by Germany ard 

her Allies against both belliger- 
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ties reparation and guarantees, 
Germany avoids -mention ‘of any 
of these. 

“In reality these overtures made 
by the Central Powers «re noth- 
ing more than a calculated ettempt 

to influence the future course of 
war and to end 1t by imposing a 
German peace, The ol ject of 
these uvertures is to create dissen- 

sion in public opinion in the Al- 

lies’ countries, But that public 
opinion has, in spite of all the 

sacrifices endured by the Allies, 

already given ite answer with ad- 

mirahle firmness and has denoune- 

ed the empty preience of the de- 

claration of the enemy powers. 

“They have the further ot;j:ct 
of stiffening public opmion in 

Germany and no the countries ale] 

lied to her— one and all severely 

tried by their losses, worn out by 

economic pressure and cracshed by 

the suprem» effort which has been 

imposed upon their inhabitants, 

“They endeavor to deceive and 

intimidate public opinion in neut- 

ral countries, whose inhabitants 

have long since mae un their 

minds where the initial respunsi- 

bilities lie and are far too enlight- 

ened to favor the designs or Ger 
many by abandoning the defence 
of human freedom, 
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“Finally, these overtures at- 

tempt to justify in alvance in the 

eyes of the world a new series of 

crimes —3ubmarine warfare, de- 

portations, foread labor and forced 

enlistments of the inhabitants 

against their own eountries and 

violations of neutrality. 

“Fully conscious of the gravity 

of this moment, but eqaaliy corsce! 

ious of its requirements, the Allied 

governments, closely united to one 

another and in pertect sympathy 

with their peoples, refuse to con. 

sider a proposal which is empty 

and insincere, 
“Once again the Allies declare 

that no peace is possible so long 

a3 they have not secured reparat- 
ion for violated rights and liber. 

ties, the recogmtion of the prin 

ciple of nationalities and of the 

free existence of small states, so 

Jong as they bave not brought 

about a settlement caleulated to 

end cnce and for all forces which 

have continned a perpetual wen-) 
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ace to the nations and to aftord 

the unly guarantee for the future 

security of ‘he world, 
“In conclusion .the Allied powers 

think it necessary to put forward the 
following considerations, which show 

the special situation of Belgium, after 

two and a half years of war. Ibn virtue 

of the international treaties - signed by 

five great European powers, of whom 

Germany was one, Belgium enjoyed be- 
fore the war a special status, rendering 

her territory inviolable and placing her, 

under the guarantee of the powers, 

outside all European conflicts. She 

was, however, in spite of these treat- 

ies, the first to suffer the aggression of 

Germany. For this reason the Belgian 

government thinks it necessary to de- 

fine the aims which Belgium has never 

cased to pursue while fighting side ny 

side with the Entente Powers for right 
and justice. 

Belgium has always srupulousiy ful- 

tilled the duties which her neutrality 

imposed upon her. She bas taken vp 

arms to defend ber independence anc 

her neutrality violated by Germany and 

to show that she remains faithful io her 

I: ternational obligations. 

“On the fourth of August, 1914, in 

the Reichscag, the German chancello 

admitted that this aggression constitu,- 

ed an injustice contrary to the laws of 

nations and pledged himself in the name 

of Germany to repair it During two 

and a half years this injustice has been 

cruelly aggravated by the proceedings 

of the occupying forces, which have ex- 

hausted the resources of the country, 
ruined irs industries, devastated its 

towns and villages and have been re- 

sponsible for innumerable massacres, 

executions and imprisonments, 

““At this very moment, while Ger 
many is proclaiming peace and human- 

it; to the world, she is deporting Bel- 

gian citizens by thousands and reducing 

them to slavery. 

‘Belgium before the war asked for 

nothing but to live in barmony with her 

neighbors. Her king and her govern- 

ment have but one sim--the re-estab- 

lishment of peace and justice. But 

they only desire veace which would as- 

sure to their country legitimate repara- 

tion, guaractees and sateguarde for the 

future.’’ 
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Allies’ Answer 
Ready Today 

Paris, Dec. 30. ~The Allies’ answe: 

to the German note of December 12 wil 
be handed to United States Ambassador 

Sharp to-night, says the Petit Parisien, 
and pubiisned to-morrow. It is long 
and sets forth again the responsibility 

of the Central Empires for the Eure 

pean conflagration. It insists on legit: 

mate reparation and restitution deman 

ded by the Entente as outlined by Pre 
mier Lloyd George, and also says that 

Germany, because failing to formulate 

proposals for peace, removes in advance 

any basis for pour parlers. 

The note seeks to suggest that the 
Berlin cabinet, having proclaimed in 

1914 its contempt for treaties, cannot 

pretend io obtain the same conditions 

as powers respectful of signatures and 
must offer guarantees 

London, Dec. 30.--A despatch from 

Rome te the London Times says: 

Curiosity has recently beer aroused 

in diplomatic and political circles by the 

presence in Rome of M and Mme. Joseph 

Caillaux. This curiosity is as lively at 

the Vatizan as in the neighborhood of 

the (nirinal It appears that Caillaux 

tas been engaged here in peace propa 

ganda of a somewhat surprising kind 

Unillaux 19 reported to have recommen 

ded wo Italian neutralisi quarters, where 

pro-German feeling is still strong, a 

Franco Italian policy of startling bold 

ness Germany, he is understood to 

have said, is disposed to accord mos 

generous treatment to Franca and pre 

pared to compe! Austria to grant Italy 
terms that would fulfi! nearly all of her 
national aspirations. The only condi 

tion wouid be that Germany would 

have a free hand in dealing with Rus 

sia, Roumania and the other Balkan 

states. She would taus be able to in 

demnify herselt for her great efforts 

and sacrifices, while thus assuring am 

ple compensation to France and Italy. 

‘“It is not known whether these ideas 

were favorably received in the [Italian 

neutralist quarters. [tis known, how 

ever, that the Italian government 

heard cf them and that tnere was some 

thought of taking drastic measures 

against their author. [tis said that M 

Caillaux faited to obtain an audience 

with the Pope, although Mme. Caillaux 

paid ber respects to some of the men 

bers of the Sacred College. M. Cait 

aux also approached an ex premier 

whose fidelity to the Allied cause is 

anove suspicion, but found his door clos 

ed It is not believed that Caiilaua. 

will return to France tor th2 pre:ent. 

In Rome the idens he has ventilated are 

thought to be not unconnected with th 

peace manoeuvres, in which internation 

al high nnance bas lately been indulge 

[M. Caillaux will be remembered as « 

discredited French political politician 

and ro*mer member or the cabinet. He 

wae accused some years ago of intrgn 

ing with Germany. A great sensation 

a4 caused within a few years when hia 

wite shot and Killed a Paris editor who 

wi beon attacking M. Caillaux in his 
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january next, at Eleven A, 
Dated this welfth Diy of 

cember, A. D. 1916, 
. J.C. HARTLEY 

Secretary-Treasurer Municipal~ 

ity of Carleton 
RE 

“i
he


