goAs W, SNITE,

Merchant Tailor

has imported his usunal large stock
of Goods for the

WINTER TRADE,
SCOTCH,

CONSISTING OF
IRISH,

GERMAN,
FRENCH,
and CANADIAN

CLOTHS FOR SUITINGS |

Heavy English Beaver and
Pilot Cloths,

IRISH FRIZE, AND GERMAN
CLOTHS FOR OVERCOATS.

READY-MADE CLOTHING in Suits. Over-
coats, Reefers, Ulsters, Strong Tweed Parts.

Edinburgh Rubber Tweed Overcoats,

BUFFALO ROBES, DRIVING OAPS,
FUR CAPS, GLOVES and HATS.

Trunks in Zinc and Wood]

A full line of Gent's Furnishing Geods,
#gﬁ; &? above goods will be soid at BOTTOM

In our CUSTOM TAILORING DEPART-
MENT a perfect fit every time or no trade,
WANTED IMMEDIATELY :
'InNB Washed Wool; 10,000 bush, Oats;
10 10 tons Buckwheat Meal ;

5 tons Butter; 2,000 doz. Eggs ;
% tons Fresh Pork ; :

In Exchange for Goods!

THOS. W. SMITH.
Fredericton, Nov. 6, 1879,

AND

R

NEW
(HRISTMAS GOODS

§ AT

Babbitt’s.

A splendid lot of SILVER-
WARE just received. Ele-
gant VASES, etc. Jewelry,
Waiches, Fancy Goods, elc.
Prices low.

Fredericton, Dec. 11, 1879.

w

LBION HOUSE

March 18th.

NEW

SPRING GOODS,

New Knitting Cottons,
New Hats,

New Feathers,

New Trimmings,

New Corsets, including
the New Back Support-
ing Corset, for which
the Subscriber is sole
Agent.

= Gents’ Tweeds and
Furnishing Goods.

Grey and
‘White Cottons.

#Z Demorest’s Fashions for Spring
and Summer expected daily.

F. B. EDGEGOMBE,

Communications,

Hon. Mr. Marshall.

To the Editor of the Maritime Farmer :

Sir,—This gentleman's speech, delivered
last week, on the Seat of Government ques-
tion, is chiefly excellent for its moderation.
He did not essay any flights into the region
of fancy, nor did he make a hop and spring
in arriving at his conclusions, without endea-
voring to skow at the same time in clear
language, the grounds of his faith. And yet
[ cannot agree with him in his financial style
of putting things. For example, Mr. Mar-
shall says, (after showing Lhe revenues paid
into St. John since 1867 :—

“The total customs, therefore, amounted
to $14,905,216, of which St. John paid $10,-
823,124 ; the total excise $2,318,882, of which
St. John paid $2,032,061. Of the total revenue
—$16,22,098—5t. John had paid $12,855,165,
or 79 per cent, while the rest of the Province
paid the balance, 21 per cent. He was free to
admit that the other portions of the Province,
as well as Yarmouth and the western part of
Nova Scotia, largely contributed to this result.”

Now the admissior here made, (relative to
outside customers,) is quite sufficient ground
work for overturning the whole of the Hon.
gentleman’s argument. Yarmouth, Digby,
Aunnapolis, indeed all along the Bay shore,
are of themselves large contributors to this
enormous revenue paid into St. Jobn. Ihave
too much respect for Mr. Marshall's judgment
and intelligence, to suppose that he believes
that the 40,000 inhabitants in and near St.
John, have alone paid in this vast aggregate
of nearly thirteen millions of dollars. Then
there are the towns and settlements on the St.
John river, for hundreds of miles, embracing
a large population, there are the towns and
villages along the line of railroad through
King's County and other directions. Surely
Mr.ihrsball knows, that all these purchase
their supplies in St. John, and consequently
ail contribute to the thirteen millions! Is it
because the money is simply taken at the
Custom House in St. John, that St. John
should arrogate the credit of being the only
contributors? Mr. Marshall however, knows
this as well as the writer, and that his figures
after all are not much better than ciphers in
supplying an argument,

I'bere is another matter to which I wish
to refer, and that is in regard to the expendi-
tures said to bave been made in St. John, for
a series of years, but to the showing of which
Mr. Marshall objecis as being disengenuous.
He says :—

“ The amount which the Lunatic Asylum
had cost, $384,000, was not in any sense a
grant to St. John. The Asylum was located
there, but it was a Provincial institution. The
grant to the Public Hospital did not pay tor
the patients who were received into it from
other parts of the Province.”

According to this then, the money spent in
Frederiston, through this being the Seat of
Government, must not be reckon-d as favor-~
able to Fredericton, inasmuch as it is spent
here is for Provincial purposes. It may
be added that all the monies spent in a lo-
cality, should be regarded in the light of Pro-
vincial, even to the spending upon bridges
and bye-rcads and highways. y idea is,
that wherever the money is spent that locali-
ty should be credited with all the advant-
ages which such expenditures entail, and so
the $384,000 having been spent in St. John,
(though for Provincial purposes,) St. John
reaps all, or nearly all, the benefits. Nay
mere, those large expeunditures by the Pro-
vince, go far to swell up the revenues, which
Mr. Marshall says are contributed by St.
John alone, with a slight qualification on his
part, but which qualification is just admission
enough to turn the argument altogether to
the very opposite side held by Mr. M. In
making these observations I must add that
it is my opinion, that Mr. Marshall is a first
class member of the Legislature, and it is
only as a Frederictonian, (since our local in-
terests are involved,) that I take up the
points above named.

FREDERICTONIAN.
Fredericton, March 22, 1830.

__:mariﬁme Farmer.

Frepericron, N. B.,, Marcu 25, 1880.
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The Debate.

As we anticipated last Thursday, when it

commenced the debate on the Seat of Gov-
ernment question, came to a close on Tues-
day evening. Though as put before the
House, by resolution and amendwment, the
rights of Fredericton, and the claims of St.
John, were not squarely brought into antagon-
ism, those rights and claims were fully dis-
cussed with the result of establishing Fre-
dericton in her time-honored position, as
capital of the Province. If the St. John
members bad been very desirous to challenge
the supporters of vested rights, they could
have very easily moved that St. John be
substituted for Fredericton in Mr. Ryan’s
resolution. They preferred to support Mr.
Black’s resolution, which if carried, would
have left the question unsettled, kept alive
an angry feeling between the rival cities, and
inflicted great injury in Fredericton. Better
to know one'’s fate, (though the worst,) at
ouce, than to live in killing suspense and in-
certitude.
The applause from the large and keenly
expectant throng of citizens who crowded the
Hall of Assembly, and their unparliamentary
cheer, not to be suppressed, but which passed
unrebuked by the Speaker, which greeted
the division of 20 to 18, on the resolution
testified to the satisfaction felt that the long
drawn suspense had come to an end, and that
the question had been settled, never to be
brought up again in their day and generation.
The division was very close, but the victory
for Fredericton was as great and certain as it
would have been if the alternative amend-
went providing for making a Legislative
makeshift of the Normal School, or repairing
vatching up the old, half-burnt, mouldy,
worm-eaten, unhealthy structure, had been
defeated by a two thirds majority, instead of
by two votes. It was surprising that the
proposal to continue the sitting of the Legis-
lature in the Normal School, was entertained
for one moment, so many objections can be
raised to it, and we cannot believe that the
Provincial Secretary, of all men, was serious
in supporting it ; and as shown by Hon. Mr.
Hanniogton, Mr. Colter, Mr. Lynot and
others, it would have been the worst possible
economy, to have thrown away good money
on the old ruins. It is a matter for general
congratulation that that unsatisfactoryaniend-
ment has been disposed of. Now that it has
been decided that Fredericton is to remain
the Seat of Government, there must be no
paltering in carrying out the resolution
“The old old building,” must be removed
from “ the old old site, (as Mr. Willis would
say,) at once, and clear space gained for
vigorous building operatione in late spring,
or earliest summer. Now that the question,
which was outside party politics, and which
did not effect the government is settled, now
that the members of the government in their
capacity of representative have done their
duty by opposing or supporting the resolu-
tion, they can all unite in cheerfully accept-
ing the decision of the majority of the House
and proceed with common consent, and in
the utmost harmony, to carry it out.

The debate which closed on Tuesday, was
very remarkable in several respects; never
again, may we hope, or do we hope, to see,
the leader of the Government and the leader
of the Opposition fighting on the same side,
arguing on the same lines, and throwiog the
shield of defence over each other, or a mem-
ber of the governmentturning roundin opposi-
tion on his respected chief, and with mingled
flattery, irony and indignation castigate him
for inadvertent statements thrown out in the
heat of discussion, or a member of the oppo-
sitioninrevolt, holding up his leader to public

Queen Street, Fredericton,

edium, Such a state of confusion of pmiu

as was witnessed during the five days debate
was never seen before, and could not be long
continued without producing perfect political
demoralisation. Thank yoodness it was only
possible on such a question, and as a like
question will net arise again, it is not pos-
gible that it can re-occur.

On the whole the debate which took, as
the saying is, “a very wide range,” was car-
ried on with good temper and freedom from
acrimony, and the fact is no less remarkable
than creditable. For allusions were made
contrary to the dictates of good feeling and
good taste, which it is not surprising were
strongly resented. The supporters of the
recolution felt very keenly the great injury
which the people of St.John in a sudden im-
pulse sought to inflict on Fredericton, but
they should bave refrained from reminding
the people of the kindness they had received
at the hands of the citizens of the capital, in
the day of their fiery calamity, especially as
it gave the Provincial Secretary an oppor-
tunity to retort in a manner which might
well make our City Fathers blush. It was
decidedly aggravating to the St. John mem-
bers to hear it said that their city was all but
bankrupt, and might repudiate its engage-
ments, but considering all tkat bas been said
by members of its Common Council, regard-
ing the all but desperate condition of the
city finances, and of the necessity of economy
and all that has been done to reduce expendi-
ture, how strong was the opposition made to
giving a grant for the Exhibition, it was
surely open to the supporters of Fredericton
to object to, to look with seme suspicion on
the offer made on behalf of the citizens of
St. John in their circumstances, to provide
gites and a new Government House, and to
say as Hon. Mr. Hannington and others said,
that in the event of tue Seat of Government
being removed to St. John, the people of the
Province would not accept it. The free gift
of a man of affluence is to be looked upon
very differently from the donation of embar-
assed individual, who has a purpose to serve
in offering it.

It was clearly made out, we think by the
Attorney General, Hon. Messrs. Hannington
Mr. Blair, Hon. Mr. Landry and others, that
the movement in St. Jobn for the removal of
the Seat was engineered by a few individuals
and that until the fire ocenrred, nothing was
farther from the minds of the representatives
of that city, than the taking the Seat away
from Fredericton. It was too much for the
Provincial Secretary to ask the people of the
Province to believe, that St. John in seeking
the Seat was not actuated by selfish motiyes,
but by a pure desire for the welfare of the
whole Province. People are not aroused, as
the people of St. John were aroused, to agi-
tate for a purely disenterested object. Mr.
Willis may assert that St. Jobhn would not
bs benefitted commercially, or otherwise by
being made the Seat, but the people certainly
expected great if indefinable benefits to re-
sult therefrom. It is an aggravation to the
Injury sought to be inflicted in Fredericton,
to be told that the removal would do no good
to St. John, and was advocated for the gen-
eral good. Most certainly, the supporters of
Fredericton did not seek to make light of the
injury, which the removal would inflict upon
it, which would be far greater and of far longer
continuance, then Mr. Willis and Mr. Sayre,
and others pretended to think it would be,
The injury in fact would be irreparable, and
of a kind hardly to be patiently borne.

The epeaking, on both sides of tae debate
was remarkably good. Hon. Mr. Wedder-
burn, the recognised orator, surpassed him-
self ; Mr. Elder though taken by surprise,
before he was thoroughly prepared, spoke in-
cisively, thelong exhaustive able speech made
by Hon. Mr. Hanuington has placed the city
of Fredericton uader an obligation ; the line
of argument taken by Hon. Mr. Landry, in
this city’s interest was very telliog Mr. Blair
was clear, full, forcible, direct, and was never
heard to greater advantage, in uny case; the
crisis inspired so young and compa ratively
inexperienced a Legislator as Mr. Colter to
make & remarkable effort, and Mr. Thomp-
son never before made so favorable an im-
pression. Space woull fail us if we were to
speak of the oratorical qualifications of the
movers of the resolution and amendment
Messrs. Ryan and Black, or of the funny
Johuson, the witty Hill, of Barbarie, the
downright, of the pleasing and plausible Sayre
and of Lynott the outspoken, and others. It
is to be hoped, that any hard feeling raised
in the course of the discussion both in the
press and the Hall of Assembly will be soon
allayed, that inadvertent allusions, and
words spoken in the heat of debate and re-
called and regretted as soon as uttered, will
be remembered to no speaker’s discredit, and
that after all the disturbance, the difficulties
with regard to the Seat of Government, will
work themselves smoothe, and the status quo
be established with the hearty approval of
one section of the Province, and without
grudge by the other.

—————— D>~

France.

The Republicans in France have yet much
to learn in the way of tolerance to religious
bodies. They have a distrust of the Church
which they conceive has a strong leaning to
the autocratic or monarchical form of govern-

ment, and an hostility to the republican, and
the epirit of the time, which is struggling to

tear 1tself free from the traditions of faith
with its duties of obedience and humility,
which will take nothing on trust, and which
believes that all the interests of life are
bounded by the earth, is arrayed against her.
And especially amongst the extreme Republi-
cans in France, there is a jealousy if not fear
of the Jesuit Fathers, whose teaching, at
least in former times tended, it has been
charged, to obliterate the obligations of
veracity and to loosen the foundations of trust
between man and man. They may not now
be amenable to the grave charge of teaching
immoral morality, but the traditions hanging

over the society make it to be suspected. The
Jesuits have not the status of a body author-
ised by the Government to teach ; but if they
had been exceedingly anxious for authoriza-
tion, it is said, that they had friends sufficient
in high places to have obtained it for them.
Authorisation would not have freed them
from bureaucratic tyranny, they would always
have been subjected to have their measures
for the advancement of education frustrated
or interminably delayed by the clerks in the
educational office, and they refused to come
under the yoke. The Republican intolerance
towards them was displayed by M. Ferry, in
his Educational Bill, the seventh clause of
which has now become historically notorious,
It runs thus : “ No person is allowed to direct
a public or private establishment of any
kind, or teach therein, if he belongs to an
unauthorised religious community.” The bill
was passed by the Chamber of Deputies, but
the Senate refused to sanction the seventh
clause, whereon the Premier M. deFreyunet,
declared that he would apply the existing
laws regarding non-authorised religious
bodies and exdel the Jesuits, and this policy
has received the strong support of the ma-
jority of the Left Deputies.

The situation is exciting. The Lower and
Upper Chambers are arraqu against each
other,—affairs are approaching a deadlock ;
the Jesuit Fathers are contemplating seeking
in Spain a refuge from the storm. If the
Government decree their expulsion, a very
strong feeling will be aroused throughout
France in the hearts of those who retain their
respect and attachments to the church; a
revulsion against republicanism may set in,
and a party may be induced to intrigue for
the formation of a strong Government, under
whose aegis the church may rest in seeurity.
But that would mean civil war,

The Vote of Tuesday Eveniug.

We hope the division of Tuesday evening
will satisfy the Zelegraph and Sun that there
is no desire on the part of the people of this
Province to change the location of the Seat
of Government, and that the representatives
of the people in the Legislature are of the
same opinion. The way in which the ques-
tion came before the House did not allow of
a square vote being taken as to who were for
St. John, and who for Fredericton. A large
number who believe that Fredericton should
continue to be the capital, think the old
buildings couid be repaired, and in this way
save a large amount of money, those in favor
of St. John joined this class to a man; it
was only by such amalgamation that the
division was so nearly equal. It is well
known that not more than ten votes could be
got for St. Jobn, bhad the question come
squarely up for removal. We believe this is
a fair reflection of the feeling throughout the
Province, and there is no foundation what-
ever for the assertions so often made by the

pipers alluded to, that a large majority of

the people are clamoring for a ohange, or
that the interests of the larger number would
be best served by making St. John * Head
Quarters.” It is generally said that the press
only reflects public opinion, but in this case
it is quite clear that the press of St.John
has led the public, and manufactured public
opinion. We are informed that the excite-
ment has entirely subsided in St. John, and
were it not for the persistent efforts of the
rewspapers the question would not be ai-
luded to except in the way of badinage.

The action of the St. John members in
this division is not commendable ; it is well
known that they did not cast their vote from
any conscientious motives of economy, but
joined those who did so, for the purpose of
keeping the matter open,and gaining time,
and of being in a position to take advantage of
any circumstance favorable to thsir views in
the future. This is not the course we have
a right to expect them to take. It is quite
clear they have misjudged public opinion and
they ehould accept the position gracefully
and lend their aid to do as they would be
done by. This is the only course by which
they can allay the hard feelings that have
been engendered between the two cities, and
unless this course is adopted by them, and
also by the press of St. John, the future in-
tercourse of the people of the two principal
cities of the Province wtll not be of that
barmonious character that should subsist
between neighbors so intimately connected.

Our wish is to forget all the hard thoughts
that have grown up so suddenly,and trust
that we will be met in the same spirit, and
that the kindly feelings which have hereto-
subsisted will be speedily restored.

The Capital and the Court.

In the discussion of the location of the
Capital, much stress has been laid upon the
inconvenience of attending the Courts in this
City. The lawyers held meetings in St.
Jobn and put their case so well before the
public that they have succeeded in persuading
the people that an injustice is being done,
not only to the Bar but to clients, in the
great expense they are put to in coming to
Fredericton, and the great cost of bringing
witnesses here. We were of opinion that
far too much was made of this, and that the
evil was more imagioary than real.

We have obtained some information on
this subject which may surprise the public;
as for the Bar they are already aware of the
facts, but it did not suit their purpose to
moake them known. Judge Wetmore was
better informed and knew well what he was
saying when he addressed the Jury in;Kent.

The number of lawyers from St. John who
are in the habit of attending the Supreme
Courts in Fredericton is not over fifteen, and
we doubt if we should say more than twelve.
Those residing beyond St. John may fairly
offset those coming from places nearer Fre-
dericton than St. John, so that we have only
to do with the two cities. Now allowing
thay if the Courts were removed to St. John
one-half as many would be inconvenienced
by having to go to St. John, this will leave
only seven or eight to the credit of St. John
and should ail those gentlemen attend every
sittings of the Courts it would be only some
thirty trips between St. John and Frederic-
ton ; no great matter to remove the Seat of
Government for.

Then as for the witnesses, about which so
much has been written, that we began to
think it must be a more serious matter than
we thought, but we have obtained a list of
all the witnesses who have been examined
for four years, which is as follows. Wit-
nesses examined in Fredericton from January
1, 1876, to January 1, 1880.

From St. JobD..ccseseesessscsscoceresces

“ 8t. Andrews ....ceceeevecces. . 18
“  Fredericton...ccccvessaseceresasld
“ Dorchester «ccccoeeesessccscecee 8
“ Bathurst cccoeceesccccesssccces 1
Total from other parts than St.Jobhn,— 34

If we add those from Dorchester and
Bathurst to the St. John list it will be just
forty, and those from St. Andrews to Fre-
dericton there will be thirty, so that if the
Courts were held in St. Jobn instead of
Fredericton it would have saved the passages
of ten witnesses in four years.

We think these facts will surprise the
public, and show them how hollow the agita-
tion for the removal has been—we say has
been—for we cannot think when the facts
are known that we will hear of their being
brought forward agaia.

Money would need to be a great deal more
plentiful than it is at present before any Gov-
ernment would care to incur the expense of
removing the Court to accomodate seven
lawyers and ten witnesses. We hope the
St. John papers that have made so much of
this matter will give their reader this infor-
mation.

—— e -

News of a very sensational, or New York
Heraldic character comes from “ far Cathay.”
It is nothing less startling than that Rus-
sia and England bave been intriguing to
foment, and are likely to be successful in
fomenting, war between China and Japan,
who have had some cause of quarrel on their
hands which their good patured friends
are determined they shall not adjust amicably.
The governments of both Empires are re-
ported to be full of fight. They have im-
mense monetary resources at their command ;
their armies have been drilled on the Euro-
pean plan, and armed with the modern
weapous of precision. Russia has edged
on Japan and will back that power, but it is
net stated whether England, which is credited
with inciting China to the warlike pitch, will
aid ber openly. Russia, in the course of the
icterminable wars, never met so tough and
formidable a foe as * the Heathen Chinee,”
fighting under the Green Banner would prove
to be were they once fairly roused. The
Russians could not carry on a war with
China as they have carried on some of their
wars in Asia with small forces; but such a
struggle would drain the military strength of
the Ewmpire, to meet the countless, but well
armed hordes which the Chinese Generals
would muster against them. Their numbers
and utter disregard for life would make tbe
Chinese most formidable adversaries. But it
is as well to suspend speculation until the
reports are autheaticated
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Legislative Notes and Comments.

The Great Debate.

The debate has closed, the great struggle
is over, and Fredericton and the right has
trinmphel. We were never doubtful of the
result, but waited, as we said last week, with
confidence the division cn Mr. Ryan’s resolu-
tion. It came Tuesday night, after a long
and animated struggle, at the close of a bril-
liant and long to be remembered debate.
The wordy warfare lasted twenty hours, ex-
tending over six days. We are proud to
recall the talent that was displayed on the
floora of the House during the debate, bat in
many cases talent that was sadly misdirected.
We feel quite safe in making the declaration
that no dcliberative assembly in similar ex-
tent and position possesses a greater amount
of speaking ability and good sound jundg-
ment than the present House of Assembly of
the Province of New Brunswick. We do
not mean to say that every man in the House
is an orator, nor do we maintain that any in-
dividual gentleman is a Demosthenes, a
Burke, or a Patrick Henry, but it is only
just to the honorable members to claim and
properly claim that, in variety and extent of
talent, they stand as a body in an enviabla
and honored position. Bat to the debate o
the yreat Capital question that has been
exercising this Province from one end to the
other for the past month.

It did not come up as we expected at firat
in the shape of a equare issue between this
city and Saint Johu, the gentlemen represent-
ing latter city after feeling the members of
the House in caucus on the matter, declining
to bring forward an amendment to the re-
solution which would divide the House for
and against the removal. They were too
shrewd by far for that, and chose rather to
have the question come uvp in an indirect
way chan receive a quietus in the way of an
overwhelming majority against the mad
and highly improper scheme they were so
anxious to have successfully carried out.
We venture to assert that had the St. John
claimants come forward with an amendment
to Mr. Ryan's resolution substituting St.
Jobhn for Fredericton therein, thay would
not have received the support of more than
ten honorable gentlemen in the House, and
thus their great expectations weuld bhave
fallen flat.

They chose, however, a different course, a
course which they hope will yet bring the
matter up, a course that would leave the
question of the location of the Capital an
open one. They skillfully played their
cards, manipulated the ‘“discontents " of the
House, the Maritime Union men, the repair-
ing party, those who favored the temporary
occupation of the Normal School, pending an
improvement in the financial coendition of
the country, and lastly, the party that did
not exactly know what its desires were, of
which the senior member for Restigouche
is the head body and tail, but even by the
massing of this incongruous collection they
have miserably failed, and those who allow-
ed themselves to be used as “cat’s paws ” in
the bands of St. John gentlemen must now
regret, as we do, the unenviable position
they occupy before the House and the
country.

We look upon upon Mr. Black’s amend-
ment as nothing more or less than an effort
on the part of tbose favoring St. John to
defeat the desire and wish of the House, for
the erection of new buildings immediately
and to defer the final settlement of the Capi-
tal question until the St. John people might
have greater opportunities of carrying out
their plans. To talk seriously of repairing
the old pile or occupying the Nermal School
is the veriest folly, but the St. John party
thought it would serve a purpose and they
gladly grasped at anything that might for a
moment prevent the complete annihilation of
their bopes. “Drowning men catch at
straws,” as 80 it was with Messrs. Elder and
Company. What did Mr. Black want?
Was he sincere in his economical views,
or was it that he saw a Maritime Union in
the near future with the Town of Dorches-
ter as the Capital 7 It is pleasing to say, that
the representatives of York did themselves
infinite credit in the manner in which they
upheld their views of the question. We pub-
lish the speeches of the lsarned Attorney
General and the leader of the Opposition,
also that of Mr. Elder, and regret we cannot
tind space for those of Messrs. Colter and
Thompson. Hon. Mr. Fraser, Mr. Blair, Mr.
Thompson, and Mr. Colter are deserving of
the warmest and most sincere praise and gra-
titude of the people of the County of York
and City of Fredericton, for the determined
stand they took in the matter.

Mr. Ryan, too, and Mr. Kenny, Hon.
Messrs. Hanington and Landry, Mr. White,
Mr. Butler, Mr. Lyoott, and Mr. Johnson
spoke strongly in favor of Fredericton's rights
they spoke froia their firm convictions, back-
ed up by unanswerable arguments. For the
leading speakers on the other side of the
question we really felt sorry. There wae
oot a bit of heart in their utterances. Had
Messrs. Elder, Wedderburn, Ritchie, Willis,
and Mr. Marshall given true expressions to
their feelings they would have come out as
strongly in favor of this city as any of its
. most devoted advocates. But they were
compelled to obey the behests of their clamor-
ing constituents, and we cannot blame them.
On the other hand we admire tham for it,
but the other gentlemen, to our mind, can
offer no excuse for their course. We look
upon Messrs. Black, Sayre, Killam, etc., as
enemies to our just rights, and in the light
of such does the House regard them. How-
ever, we have no reason to complain and
must express ourselves well satisfied with
the result of tha vote of Tuesday night.
That occasion was a remarkable one. The
House was literally packed, and the excite-
ment intense until the division was called.

The amendment was first put and declared
lost by the following vote :—

YEAS, NAYS.
Wedderburn. Fraser.
Crawford. Landry.
Marshall. Hanington.
Adams. Perley.
Barbarie. Kenny.
Hutchison. MeManas.
Savre. Gillespie.
Black. Johnson.
Killam. Cottrell.
Turner. Lynott.
Lewis, Batler.
Morton. Covert.
Vail. Blair.
Ritchie. Thompson.
Elder. Colter.
McLellan. Whita.
Hill. Leighton.
Woods. Beveridge.

Theriault.
Ryan.
Yeas—18. Nays—20.

Mr. Ryan’s resolution was then put and
carried by the same vote reversed.

It will be observed that Messrs. Davidson’s
and Willis’ names are not in the list, those
honorable gentlemen having paired.

The result was received with one grand
burst of applause from the galleries, which
even the Hon. Speaker was unable to sup-
press.

Thus ends the matter for the present. A
vexed question has been settled and the
Legislature has reassumed ite usual calm
position. But we expect another animated

debate when the estimates for the New

Parliament Buildings, which we now Jlook | the poor man if it deprived him of his liberty | became

upon as assured, are brought before the
House. All we have to say at present upon

tl r 1S ' . . g ; :
1at matter is, to the friends of progress and | Opposition 1o repudiate it t

right, gentlemen stand firm and you must
triumph.

On Thursday afternoon, at balf-past two,
the debate was opeued by Mr. Ryan, who, in
moving the following resolution, which was

seconded by Mr. Leighton, spoke strongly on | monstrable that St. John answered this de-

the side of Fredericton :—

Resolved, That in the opinion of this House
suitable accommodation should, during the
recess, be provided in the city of Fredericton
for the sitting of the Legislature, the cost

thereof not to exceed a sum to be hereafter
fixed by the House.

Mr. Black, of Westmorland, moved the
following amendment (which was seconded
by Mr. Hill), and the keynote of his speech
was the necessity, in the present state of the
finances, of exercising economy :

“ Either by continuing present accommo-
dation or restoring the bnildings damaged by
tire to former condition.”

Hon. Mr. Fraser spoke after the movers of
the resolution and amendment as follows : —

Hon. Mr. Fraser congratulated the hon.
members for Gloucester and Westmorland on
the happy manner in which they bad dealt
with the subject from their respective stand-
points, and hoped the debate would be con-
ducted throughout free from aught offensive.
He felt as should a representative of York,
in which County the Seat of Government had
existed almost since the Province was a Pro-
vince, although he bad read that a distinguish-
ed St. John writer claimed it had been stolen
from that city. He did not tanink it neces-
sarv, however, to go back more than eighty
yvears to found a good claim to the Capital.
As had been said by another speaker, it ap-
peared a sudden spasm had seized the people
of St. John, but he thought the movement
waus not supported by the people, and if he
went to St. John he wouid find a large num-
ber already regretful of the step they had
taken. He did not claim the capital on the
ground of vested rights, as it was a question
the Legislature could always deal with. He
reminded the members that when smitten by
the fiery scourge, no people had come more
generously, more promptly to the aid of St.
Jobn than did the people of Fredericion ; yet
they seemed to have forgotten all that now.
He was sure, however, that while the St.
John members had to bow to the pressure,
and he found no fault with them for doing
what he would were their positions changed,
that their inward conviction was in faver of
Fredericton. He complained bitterly of the
wire pullers who had manipulated this claim
and created distrust between two old and
friendly localities. He was bound, however,
to declure that the time had come when New
Brunswick should bave a buildiog fit for her
representadives to assemble in. The mover
of the amendment had dwelt on the question
of cost, but if it was a direct question between
building in St. John or Fredericton, there
would be no need for argument. It was all
very well for gentlemen to say St. John
would give Queen Square and build a Gov-
ernor’s residence, but he reminded them they
were not In a position to give away a square
that belonged to their creditors, and if their
Common Council was to be believed they
were not able to build a Governor’s residence.
But if they were, he might as well say it now
as any time, if the Province tuok the pro-
perty as a gift, the country would be bound
to pay for it, and he would be bound to vote
for re-payment. He esimated the cost of
Parliament buildings in St. Johu at $300.000
to 400 000, so as to be in keeping with pub-
lic editices there, and he assured the House
that his estimate was based on mature con-
sideration. He denied that the change of
locality would be any gain, and while admit-
ting that St. Jobn was the commercial me-
tropolis he claimed that the removal would
injure one of its most important feeders. He
held that they should look ahead to the time
when the Province would be better opened
up ; that already the greatest strides were
being made in the Upper St. John, and that
Fredericton being the geographical centre,
would be easily reached by the system of
railways yet to be perfected. and of which
the Miramichi Valley road would be no un-
important part.

He claimed that the removal, while not
largely beuefiting St. John, would virtually
destroy Fredericton. He then replied to Mr.
Black's contention that the Province could
not afford the evpense of new buildings. He
could not view economy as that gentleman
did, holding that if a country never increased
its debt or its obligations, never built great
public works, it could not be prosperous. e
telieved that he could convince the House,
however, that the finances were in a good
condition, and playfully remarked that the
leader of the Opposition, without taking back
anvthing he had said last year, could agree
with that view. He was glad to say in this
connexion that a spirit of fraternity was
abroad in the land. (Laughbter.) He claim-
ed that Mr. Black's deficit of $90,000 was
arroneous. True, owing to the stringency of
the times, they bad not got back $28,000
School loans ; that lumber fees bad fallen off
by $25,000, while his estimate of railway
bonds due was excessive. He contended that
with their fixed revenue, even a much larger
indebtedness could be carried. He said last
year's expenses were exceptional—as $25,000
to the St. John fire fund. He believed that
they would get $150,000 due on Eastern Ex-
tension. The Tracadie Lazaretto has been
taken off their bands, and the $3,000 thus
saved would go a long way to pay interest.
Referring to the amendment, he said he did
uot want to see this question, with all it in-
volvad, left open another year, and in vigor-
ous terms denounced the old buildings as un-
healthy and uncomfortable, totally unfit for
repairs. He was glad to hear Mr. Black say
he was not willing to go back to the former
condition. Replying to the charge of incon-
sistency, be said the Legislative Council was
an independent body that could not be abol-
ished except by the will of the people. It
was the Government’s duty to provide for
them until abolished. The flat, however,
added little to the cost of the building. He
closed with an earnest appeal to the mem-
bers t> settle the question finally by record-
ing their votes in favor of the ancient capital.
(Applause.)

Mr. Elder followed. He, after a slight
allusion to Mr. Ryan's attack on St. Jobm,
said it was but fair to assume that the hon.
member for York, who had charged St. Jobn
members with being influenced by two opin-
ions, bal also an inner consciousness that told
him St. Jobn was the proper place for the
Capital. He had always considered the
Attorney General clear, transparent and
straightforward, but the way in which that
gentleman had rung in the Miramichi Valley
Railroad had rudely shaken his estimates of
these qualities. It is amusing to see the
celerity with which Mr. Fraser had fallen in
with the original resolution, the work of the
hon. Leader of the Opposition, but he thought
he (Fraser) had roasted the latter pretty well
when he intimated that he would not dare
attack his financial exhibit and that his for-
mer attacks were all bosh. He (Elder)
thought Mr. Fraser had made such a good ex-
hibit that there was no doubt of the Pro-
vince’s ability to erect Assembly Euildings in
St. John! The Leader of the Government
bad characterized this movement as an at-
tempt to rob a sister city. If this be true,
Governor Carleton was the first robber. e
asked if Hon. Messrs. Tillsy, Brown, Jobhn-
son, Smith, and Dr. Vail (now in this House)
who moved in this matter in 1858, were also
robbers? He read from the Journals of
1858, citing the action then taken, to show
that it was a legitimate subject for discus-
sion. The British North America Act also
recognized the fact, and provides for removal;
yet the Attorney (ieneral says it is a rob-
bery? Who were the robbers? The resi-
dents of a city cradled in affliction—a city
founded on an idea of loyalty to Throne and
Motherland by those who left behind them
all they bad, not in the rapacious spirit the
Attorney General's remarks would indicate—
a city of whom it might be said that not an-
acquainted with suffering they knew how to
sympathize with others in their distress # He
pointed out that St. John was largely made
up of people from all sections of the Province
and that in attacking her the Attorney
General was attacking othsr sections as well.
He was surprised also that the Attorney
General should refer in the manner he did to
Fredericton's aid to fire-stricken St. John.
He admitted the generosity of York and
Fredericton, but asked if by reason of that
obligation St. John should abandon her right

to discuss where the capital should be located | Legislature than of the people at the polls.

8o as to best serve the whole country ? Sare-
[y cbarity is valuable, relief i3 valuable, but
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| and to put off for vears that which should be
| settled to-day.
| should be settled at the polls.
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| like Mr. Barberie, ot their utter abamination

’i of the Goverament.

the engrossing topic at the next
election. The amendment also was drawn
to catch both those who favored repairs and
those who liked the Normal School, and as it
placed power in the hands of the Govern-
ment, Mr. Barberie should wi:: lraw from its
support (Laugher.) Ha assued » House
that, at the proper time, he wouid bring in a
resolution for the House to fix tue exact
amount to be spent on buildings, if the Gov-
ernment did not. He closed a speech of
nearly two hours’ duration by urging the
members to bear in mind that taking away
the prop by which the city was sustained
was to work its utter ruin, and express‘
the irm conviction that the majority of the
House would not vote to defer till a future
day a question they were fully able to settle
at once and forever. (Applause.)
e . >
We regret the tone in which much of the
discussion on the removal of the capital has

been carried on. We have came in for a fair

share of abuse, for the part we bave tal g

but we see no reason to regret the c
The complaints bave come

of speech or liberty of actien !

H+ repudiat-
ed

the idea put forward by the [Ton. Mr.
Fraser, and he looked to the Leader of the
He said it
was & seif-evident proposition, or one casy of
proof, that the capital of a Proviuce should
be where it will give the greatest access at
the least inconvenience. It was self-evident
that the people had a right to place their
Capital at such a point, and it was easily de-

Jo.

maud. He pointed out that none of the

speakers had dared to approach the point but |
raised fanciful pictures of the cost of work in
St, John. He had consulted mechanics in
St. John, who had assured him that a build-
ing like the Normal School could be erected :
in St. Joha as cheaply as in Fredericton. |
Would any political economist say there is

great disparity in wages as between St. John

and Fredericton 7 The doctrine now is that

wages eqnalize themselves the world vver, vyt |
in the face of this the Attorney General saye

the bai'dings will cost $400,000 in St. John !

Taking up Mr. Fraser’s charge that the bond-

holders owned Queen Square, he ask«d if it |
contained anvthing but fresh air, or the bond- |
holders lived on that? He (Fraser) cculd

not be serious when he argued that bond-

holders would be injured by the erection of

a $50.000 building, yet Mr. Fraser goes fur-

ther and intimates that St. Jobn would ask

pay for the Government House that she of-

fered asa gift! Does he mean to say that

the city, after making a solemn compact,

would repudiate it, and that the Legislature |
would be a party tc the fraud? What

ground has he for such a charge? Can he

point to an instance when the city has dis-

bonored its fair fame ? After pointing out

that St. John by virtue of the economy of

her civie rulers was in a position to give that

which she had offered, he took up the ques-

tion of the removal of the Courts, asking why

no Fredericton champion had dared to attack

the justice of this request ? The only an-

swer was from a judge, who did not touch

the main issue, but charged the people with

b-ing erazy and reminded them that they had

the Lunatic Asylum close at hand. He

(Elder) did vot know that St. John sent more

than her due share to that Asylam, but he

feared that if such arguments as that he re-

ferred to became common, the result would

be a large increase! Mr. Elder closed by

pressing the amendment on the attention of

the House and reiterated his belief that the

question which Governor Carleton’s act had

failed to * down,” would never be settled ex-

cept on the basis of even-handed justice.

Mr. Blair said the form in which the ques-
tion came before the House was a striking
illustration of the difliculty of securinz an
expression on any political question simply
on its merits. He claimed that the friends
of Fredericton, wearied with waiting for
some decisive act in the House on the part
of the St. John wmembers, had at length con-
sulted together as to the best method in
which to bring the question before the House.
He admitted that Mr. Ryan's resolution had
the entire approval of the leader of the Gov-
~rnment, as of those who wished it to carry,
as being framed to give the House an oppor-
tunity to pass on the question of site, free of
all side issues. He said it afforded the St.
John members, had they so wished, to join
issue squarely with those in favor of the
status quo. He anticipated that they would
have moved an amendment to strike out the
words “in the city of Fredericton” and
mnsert “in the city of St. John,” and bad
they done so they would have stood in a
better position, but instead of that we find
them using Mr. Black for the purpose of
intrigue, thrusting him forward for what ?
For ensuring delay and tampering with the
question in order to overturn everything
standing in tbhe way of St.John’s future
success. Sowe speakers had criticised the
Attorney General as approaching the ques-
tion with undue heat. They overlooked that,
carried on by his feelings, he had used the
few words that they so deeply condemn and
shich, but for what he felt so deeply, he
would have never uttered. He had the as-
surance of the Government that when these
tenders were laid on the table the Govere-
meni would use their best endeavors to se-
cure the construction in Fredericton. Did
Mr. Elder then protest? He voted yea on
the floors of the House and in his paper, of
which he had been told, Mr. Elder boasted
* that with the influence of the Telegraph a
revolution might be accomplished,” he had
been silent and dumb as the grave for years
on this great outrage. It was strange that,
till the partial burning of the buildings, he
was silent. He would appeal to the House
to reject the amendment, because there was
nothing else behind it but delay to favor St.
John. Taking up the arguments in favor of
St. John, he said the most potent influence
to the members was that it was asked for by
the people of St. John, but Mr. Elder, by the
dangerous phrase, “ the greatest good to the
greatest number,” had led captive his hon.
friend from Westmoreland, Mr. Black. It
was a cry raised bv demagogues to give a
toue of sancity to deeds of violence. Had
Mr. Elder been on the other side, he would
have shown that this flavored of Commun-
ism, and boded danger to the minurity.
Stress had been laid on St. John as the com-
mercial capital, but she was the commercial
capital when this motion had beea voted
down, and Mr. Elder said this was an un-
settled question, but the words did bim in-
justice. Turning to the Journals, he claimed
that in 1858 it was settled by the Lagislature,
and that the House then had not been in-
fluenced by the reasons advanced to-day. It
was for the promoters of tbe scheme to ad-
vance new argaments in favor of their claim,
bat they had not done so, because there were
none to advance. It had been said that the
seat of Goverument should go to St. John
because there the daily press was to be found.
From this the speaker proceed to warn the
House against the danger of centralization
and that St. John, now the commercial capi-
tal, being made the political capital would
soon assume the preponderating 1nfluence in
the Legislature to the injury of other sec-
tions. He appealed to the members of
Restigouche and distant counties to be warn-
ed in time of its danger. Mr. Elder bad
referred to what he was pleased to term the
unholy alliance between the leader of the
Opposition and the leader of the Government,
but he (Blair) thougbt that gentleman would
have complimented him on throwing aside
party and, in the interests of his constituency,
coalescing with the leader of the Govern-
ment to maintainand perpetuate Fredericton's
ancient and legitimate rights, and even Mr.
Willis, with whom he was always pleased to
act, and with whom he hoped to act in the
future, condemned him for bhis course. Well,
he could not control the judgments of his
party, but he was only responsible to his con-
stituents, and whether his course would be
approved by tae Opposition or not it was a
course in the interest of this city and this
county. Turning to Mr. Black's argument
that the country was not in a condition to
pay for new buildings, he said he was pre-
pared to go with him in placing over the
countrv an economic administration. The
hon. member thought he (Blair) was incon-
sistent, but he defied him to show that he
had ever claimed the country was impover-
ished or pankrupt. What he did assail was
the wanton administration of the public
affairs and the acts of the present Govern-
ment. He rejoiced to hear Mr. Black’s
views of economy now, and regretted that
hs had not given the Opposition the benetit
of them at last session. After stating that
even, at Mr. Black's showing, the country
was able to erect new buildings, he went on
to show that additionsl salaries would have
to be paid if the departments were removed
to St. John. He accused the amendment of
trying to kill Fredericton by a lingering
death, instead of a rapid decapitation. Bat
he could see that, though it did not express
Mr. Black's views, it was thrust into his
bands by St. John wewbhers, who had com-
mitted a most grievous blunder in prevent-
ing the House from giving a decisive opinion.
Is it any wonder his hon. friend found bim-
self surrounded by such a motley throng *
Parliamentary speaking, who are these econo-
mists ? Those who favor large expenditure
in the first instance, and adding to the an-
nnal expense of the countrv. Some of these
were for repsirs, some for staying in the
Normal School and some, perhaps, because, |

pursued by us.
from the aggressors, who so unfairly attacked
this city.

The necessity for erecting new Buildings,
had been discussed for years, and the Assem-
bly had procurred plans, and called for ten-
ders for their erection in Fredericton. Not
one werd was said as to St. John being the
better place for the Capital ; there wWas no de-
sire on the part of the public for a change,
and had 1t not been for the fire, the Legisla-
ture would bave approved of a contract to
proceed with the work, by a very large ma-
jority, and the matter would have been quie’-
ly settled before now. We assert t at tlis
was the general feeling amoog all classes,
those who would not vote for the new build-
ings were but few, who were afrzil of the
expense and proposed to remodel tie oid
building, but none advoecated a change of
location.

This was the position of affairs when the
tire occurred. The following morning an
Editor in St. John, who is fond of =e: sations
thought it a good opportunity to indul, e |is
favorite idiosyncrasy, sent out blank petitior 8
to be signed by any or every person, who
could be induced to attach his nawme to them.
It would be strange indeed, if signatures
could not be got, when all sorts of stories
were told about the work it would give, and
the offices that would have to be filled. The
Lawyers were enlisted on the plea of getting
the Courts removed. Another leading Edi-
tor, afraid that his popularity might suffer,
and his rival gain a marel on him, tovk the
cause up, and went to work as brothers for
the time. These gentlemen filled their papers
with all sorts of statements, and used every
exertion to get up an excitement, which is
not very hard to do in St. Jobn, when times
are dull and hosts of people are idle. The
most reckless statements were made to keep
the excitement up in hopes of influencing the
Legislators, and for this purpose they did not
hesitate to misrepresent the other counties,
claiming that the whole Province, except a
little piece round Fredericton, desired tle
change.

[s it any wonder that Fredericton feels ag-
grieved, and retorts in something the same
style in which it bas been attacked. When
such a determined effort has been made to rob
it, it is time to strike in self defence, and we
are proud that it bhasfound so many friends.
The misrepresentations that have been made
throughout the Province, have only recoiled
apon those who made them. The bold recl-
less assertions that the whole Province want-

ed a change have proved false, and it is only
the feeling of disappointment that nowindic 8
them to charge us with saving bard things,
pretending to fcrget that it was their cwn
conduct that renderod such a course neces-
sary.

Our Store is in

INCHES' )
BUILDING, %

Directly opposite

City Hall
Queen Street,
FREDERICTON.

Days Longer |

CHEAP CASH

SALE

THE SALE OF

A.A. MiLLer & Co:s

STOCK OF

DRY GooDs

WILL
- CONTINUE PoR
ONE MONTH MORE.

W& All parties should

He denounced the
subtilty of the amendment, which asked the
House to commit itself to an uncertainty

take advantage of thisJop-

It had been charged that it
God forbid
that it should ever be determined bv the
moboeracy! This mode was not the best,
He would sooner take the decision of the

‘portunity to purchase DRY
GOODS at prices never be-

Bebind the amendment stood agitation, a
policy which no man who wiahed his coun-

:fore offered in this city.

st what terrible cost would it be accepted by | try well, would like to see continue, (ill it| Fredericton, Feb, 3, 1580,



