
Do you require a First-class 

SUIT OF CLOTHING 
CEEAP? 

1330, please call and examine the large assort 
ment of CLOTHS at 

THOMAS V. SHITE S 
CONSISTING OF 

English, Scotch, Irish, 

French, German, Canadian and 

Domestic 

CLOTHS, 
A Perfect Fit every time, or no trade. 

Ready Made Clothing, Ulsters, Over- 

coats, Reefers, Tweed Suits. 

A FULL LINE OF 

GENTS’ FURNISHING GOODS, 
cheaper than the cheapest. 

Hats, Caps, Trunks, 

Portmanteaux, ec. 

THOS. W.SMIT: 
MERCHANT TAILOR. 
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PARTICULAR ATTENTION gd 
GIVEN TO 

Watch g Repairin 

NEW GOODS. 
Silver ‘Necklets and Lockets. 
Jet Necklets and Colarsttes. 

Jet Bracelets, 
Good Necklets and Lockets. 

Gold Suits, Broaches and Ear 
Rings, 

Ladies and Gents Rings. 

New Styles Plated Ware, 

BABBITT'S. 
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Disastrous Season for Western Cattle. 

The present winter has been a very disas- 
trous season in the * beef empire,” the great 
grazing regions of the West. The severe 
cold has killed off and weakened the vitality 
of enormous numbers of cattle. Tho cattle 
export trade from the United States may be 
appreciably affected by the disaster, for such, 
considering the extent of the loeses, it really 
s. A late telegram, by way of Chicago, 
states that— 

“Intelligence from the ranches of the 
North Platte river, between the towns on 
tat river and Sidney, Neb., and northward 
for 150 miles, from the Niobrara ranges, ex- 
tending 200 miles along tha valley of the 
Niobrara and running over into Dakota, from 
the great grazing ground in north-eastern 
and central Colerado, from north-eastern 
New Mexico and south-western Kansas, 
indicates great probable losses, while the 
gravest fears are entertained that the thickly 
populated pasture lands of Montana, Idaho, 
and Oregon may be strewn with carcases by 
the time spring opens. Mr. William Parton, 
member of the Nebraska Legislature from 
Omaha, reports that he will lose from five to 
seven thousand of his 15,000 head on the 
North Platte, entailing a loss of from $100,- 
000 to $125,000. J. N. McShane, another 
member, anticipates a loss of 30 per cent. in 
the Creighton herds of 30,000 head. Cattle 
men no longer try to conceal the fact that at 
the best the season of 1881 will be disastrous. 
Cows will be so weakened by exposure and 
starvation that they will be barren for one 
year‘ if not longer. Estimates of the loss 
on the various ranches run all the way from 
ten to seventy-five per cent.” 

—
 

Communications, 

“= | To the Editor of the Maritime Farmer : 
Dear Sir,—I notice in the last issue of 

vour valuable paper, a letter frhm the Rev. 
H. J. Clerk, in which he charges a corres- 
pondent from Lincoln with deliberate false- 
hood. Asthe Rev. Gentleman has only oc- 
cupied the pulpit at Lincoln once in the last 
eight weeks, he lacks informatian on the sub- 
ject of which he writes, and I will furnish 
it. In the first place it was announced from 
the pulpit that the | W. W. Brewer 
would preach, and Mr. B——ton came. Then 
again, that the Rev. L. S. Johnston would 
praach, and Mr. Il ——n came, with another 
instance or two of the same kind. 
The Rev. Gentleman should be careful 

how he charges people with deliberate false- 
hood, whose veracity is equal to hisown. As 
for the Meeting House being an eye sore, it 
is only to the tune of $25 or $30, and more 
if it is wanted. As to minding his own busi- 
ness, your correspondent makes an honest 
living that very way. 

Peter O. PEE. 
Lincoln, March 3, 1881. 

ee re 

To the Editor of the Maritime Farmer : 

Mr. Eprror,—It was to friends outside of 
this county, that York was indebted for the 
new Parliament Buildings last year and to 
none more than to Messrs. Landry and Han- 
nington, who stood so nobly by the Attorney 
General, and took the risk of offending their 
own constituents, and, I do nai think it comes 
well from a York member to twit Mr. Han- 
nington with losing friends in his own coun- 
ty by supporting York. Many then said 
Myr. Blair would trip up the Attorney Gen- 
eral if he coeld thereby get into power. I 
did not think so then, but the statement does 
not appear to be so incredible now. Let us 
look at the position of the leader of the op- 
position ? Member for York, as he is, I 
cannot understand his conduct. To make a 
point, he is willing to sacrifice the position 
of this city and, of course, York Co. The 
Legislative Council may go, and Government 
House also, and bring us down to a Muni- 
cipality at once! Those are the words re- 
ported for him. Has he considered what his 
constituents will lose ? If his views were 
carried out, York might save $300 or $400, 
to the general revenue, which would be spent 
somewhere else; and what would she lose. 
Just tell our present Governor to find his 
own home, and how many days would pass 
bofore he would go to Belmont and take the 
$9,000 he gets for salary, and spends in 
Fredericton, with him, ; the $4,000 or $5,000 
spent annually on Government House would 
also go elsewhere, and more too, and just as 
much as our railways, hotels, livery stables, 
etc., get from persons coming to Fredericton 
in connection with the Governor. Frede- 
ricton would lose in all for loss of Govern- 
ment House alone, $20.000 annually, and all 
for the honor of being called a municipality, 
and having Mr. Blair as Attorney General. 
a piece of promotion which would not help 
the people of York much. 

Mr. Blair cannot have considered what the 
effort of his motion would be in his own 
county. He has again to thank others for 
preventing the evil he would bring on his 
own supporters. None have stood more 
nobly by the Attorney General again than 
Messrs. Landry and Hannington. 1 write in 
anticipation of the vote, believing it will be 
all right, and that Mr. Blair's friends will be 
yey from the effects of his ill advised con- 
uct. 

Yours ete., 
Crvis, 

Fredericton, March 1, 1881. 

——— 4 

To the Editor of the Maritime Farmer : 

Dear Sir,—In your paper of February 
17th, you said that you were not acquainted 
with all the facts of Mr. Doles * Strange 
conduct.” I can give some information as 
to his neglect of last year's duties. Only 
one third of his second year of inspecting 
has elapsed, and in the remaining eight 
months, he may get up cnergy enough tc at- 
tend to his proper work. 
On the 1st of November, 1879, Mr. Dole 

became Inspector for St. John County, and a 
part of King's. His chief duty was to in- 
spect and classify, before November 1880, 
every school in his Inspectorial District, and 
to report results to the * Board of Educa- 
tion.” Mr. Dole knew that a large portion of 
the teachers’ salaries, depended upon their 
schools being classified ; he knew that when 
he neglected to visit the schools, he was de- 
frauding the teachers; still he had no scrup- 
les about drawing the full amount of his own 
salary. Mr. Dole did inspect a few of the 
schools in his district, but they were chiefly 
in St. John city. In some the examination 
was thorough. In others, I have heard that, 
he merely looked at the register and talked 
about ¢ derivations.” I knew that the par- 
ishes of St. Martins and Musquash, (each in- 
cluding a number of schools), were entirely 
neglected, and I have heard that a number 
of other parishes, and the County of King’s 
shared the same fate. About three weeks be- 
fore the close of the school year, one of the 
St. John teachers told me that he had still to 
inspect eighteen of the city schools. I after- 
ward heard that he spent a week at one of 
them. How the other seventeen fared in 
the remaining fortnight, I never heard. I 
also know of a young lady who passed an ex- 
amination for a Local License, and obtained 
a school in St. John County. Mr. Dole pro- 
mised that he would make her license out at 
once. It would only have been a few min- 
utes work to a smart man; but it took Mr. 
Dole more than six months. It was not for 
lack of reminding. The young lady and the 
Trustees of her school, asked for it a great 
many times; and he always promised to 
make it out “at once,” without the slightest 
intention of keeping his promise. In the 
same way he promised the Trustees of one of 
the countrv schools that he could visit their 
district. Every time that he met any of 
them he told them that he was coming 
“soon.” So he led them to expect him be- 
fora Christmas, then kept up the same story 
all through the summer; and the week be- 
fore the Kxhibition, told one of the Trustees 
that he * would be out next week.” They 
believed him, but all the time Mr. Dole must 
bave known that he was to be employed 
about the Exhibition Building. Three weeks 
before the close of the term, one of the 
teachers told him that she had resigned her 
school, and asked him to visit it ; and he said 
that he was coming * next week.” Of course 
be never came. She knew he wouldn't when 
he promised so readily. Also at the close of 
last term, Mr. Dole neglected to furnish 
some of the Trustees with * Return Sheets,” 
and they had to be sent for. Now if Mr. 
Dole finds his duties “too much like work,” 
he ought to resign in favor of a more capable 
man, and not receive a salary that he does 
not earn. It is not honest to take pay for 
work, that he has nolintention of performing. 

Yours, e‘c., 

0,0TL. 
St. John, March 1, 1831. 

Maritime Farmer, | 
FrEpERICTON, N. B., March 3, 1881, 

Hon. Mr, Fraser's Speech on the 
Resolutions. 

The leader of the Government, the Ion. 

Attorney General has made the speech on 
the want of confidence debate. Ie met the 
charges of maladministration of the finances, 
defined the position of the government with 
regard to the abolishment of the Legislative 
Council, and other economical questions, and 
explained the position of the School Law, 

and their intentions regarding it. Altogether 
as a statement of the financial position of the 
Province, and a defence of the past actions of 
his administration, and a definition of their 

policy, it was an able effort. We will pub- 

lish it in full, next week. 

EE  ——— 

The Opposition Resolutions. 

Oft repeated votes of “ Want of Confi- 
dence” may become too tedious, and tend to! 
make local politics odious, but in absence of 

any great question they serve to keep our 

speakers from rusting; they give them an 
opportunity to air their political oratory 
which might wane for want of exercise.— 

“There is a soul of goodness even in things 
evil” Mr. Blair's resolutions, it has been 
said, are not a vote of want of confidence ; 

not a direct vote, it may be granted, but cer- 
tainly an indirect one. He has, assuredly, 

the pertinacity requisite in the leader of a 
forlorn hope, but he may fear that he will 
meet the fate of many a leader of a desperate 
cause. Of course Mr. Blair may say that in 
moving his resolutions he is acting in the in- 

terest of the whole Province, but he ought 
to remember that he is indebted te York 
for his position, and that he is not likely to 

maintain it if he acts against its interests. 
It may be glorious to offer one's self as a 
sacrifice for the public good, to be a martyr, 

but if he sacrifices himself he will not be a 
willing martyr, he will be one through a 

mistake of judgment on his part. 
No one will deny, that the government 

ought to keep expenditure within income, to 
lop off unnecessary expenses. This year 
the revenue has been managed on this true 
principle of economy, The revenue has ex- 
ceeded the expenditure, outside the amount 
spent on the new Provincial Buildings. 
“The government,” said the Provincial 
Secretary, (in the debate on the Blair reso- 
lutions,) is bringing the expenditure within 
the scope of the income, the expenditure was 
reduced $50,000. the first year, and $30,000 

the next year. Ie hoped when some matters 
are settled, the cld balance could be wiped 
out, and the Province start with a clean 

sheet.” Government and Opposition are thus 
agreed on the necessity of economy. They are 

also agreed on the desirability of abolishing 

the Legislative Council, the only difference 
between them in this question is, that the 
government acknowledge that the members 
of the Council cannot be forced against their 

will to consent to their own extinguishment, 
while the Opposition do not consider the con- 
stitutional difficulties in the way. We do not 
believe in the abolishment of the Council at 
all. The reduction of the number of mem- 
bers of the Executive Council, would from 
an economical point of view, not be a saving 
worth speaking about, and it is doubtful if it 
would be any political benefit. The most ob- 
jectionzble part of Mr. Blair's resolution is 
that with reference to Government House, 

etc. The people of York should thoroughly 
understand the drift of it. If given effect 
to it would do much to neutralise the reso- 
lution fixing the seat of Government in Fre- 

dericton, which was carried last session, by 
help of the able assistance of Hon. Messrs, 
Landry and Hannington, whose services Mr, 
Blair now ungratefully forgets. 

If he is serious, he would not only abolish 

the Legislative Council, but would shut up 

Government House, send the Gevernor to 

find a dwelling where he liked, deprive him 
of the services of his Secretary, and make his 
office ridiculous and unnecessary, by doing 

away with all the ceremonials and pleasant 

hospitalities now incumbent upon him. He 
would, in short, reduce the Legislature to a 

mere Municipality, and inflict a positive loss 
and injury on his constituency of York, (es 

our correspondent “ Civis” shows). What was 

the use of fighting for handsome new build- 
ings in Fredericton, and the Seat of Govern- 

ment one Session and doing all in his power 
next session to make the one unnecessary, 
and the other hardly worth holding? Yet 

Mr. Blair is guilty of such inconsistency: 
Luckily for the County he will, not be able 
to make his inconsistency, however hurtful 
to his own political credit, injurious to York. 

ee ED cv 

The Protection Bill Passed. 

The Bill for the Protection of Life and 

Property in Ireland, was after a debate, 
which for length and incident, if not for ora- 
tory, was the most remarkable in British 

parliamentary history, passed last Thursday, 
by a vote 281 to 36. Parnell and his col- 

leagues have the satisfaction of knowing, and 

by his own statement, we know that Parnell 
is very proud of the feat, that they delayed 
the passage of the Bill, seven weeks. But 
they will never be able to repeat such a feat 
again. Their power of obstruction is effectu- 
ally broken. The passage of the Arms Bill 
i8 next in order in the series of legislation 
for Ireland, and that measure the govern- 

ment would gladly drop, could they see 
there was no necessity for it. The Land 
Bill will likely be introduced to-day, if Mr. 
Gladstone is sufficiently recovered from the 
accident which befell him last Wednesday. 
As he was stepping into his carriage after 
paying a visit to the Prince of Wales, in 
Marlborough House, be slipped and fell back- 
ward, striking his head in the descent, on 
the carriage steps, and was taken up insensi- 
ble. This accident recalls to mind the fatal 
fall of another great statesman and leader of 
government, Sir Robert Peal, who after visit- 
ing the Queen in Buckingham Palace, was 
thrown from his cob on Constitution Hill, 

and taken up dead. Fortunately no fatal 
resnlts will follow to Mr. Gladstone, from 
his accident, and he will, it is to be 

hoped live to give peace and contentment to 
Ireland. The Land Bill he will introduce, 

ought to give the so much needed peace and 

contentment to reasonable people, it is said ; 
but bas he on the whole got only reasonable 
people to deal with? Parnell said in his 
late address to the people of King’s County, 
“that his belief was that the present govern- 
ment will fail to settle the land question. 
Yet if they give the tenant legal defence 
against ejectment, it will be something not 
to be refused. But no measure which does 
not reduce the rental to about the govern- 
mental valuation, will be acceptable to the 

Irish tenant.” These words are we think an 
indication that Parnell is not disposed t© 
pold out in irreconcilable hostility to the 
government and a land bill. The truth mag 

be that he would be very glad to come to 
peace with the government, and put an end 
to the difficult, dangerous and untenable posi- 
tion in which he is placed. Ile must know, 
in his secret heart, that he can do nothing 

beneficial for the Ireland he professes to love 
so much by making friends of the red com. | 

munist press of Irance, and prevailing on | Abolishment of the Legislative Council. 

the old poet, Victor Hugo, to put forth a 
senile and incomprehensible manifesto in 

protest against the wrongs inflicted on Ire- 
land* By pursuing that course he only turns | 
the church and all who vet obey and believe in 

her against him and his party. We would 
not in the least wonder, if the Land League 
breaks into pieces before long, and if under 
salutary fear of the power of the governments 

and satisfied so far with the measure of jus- 
tice it will mest out Ireland becomes quiet 
if not contented. 

- ere 

Konductin the Business of the Country. 
-— 

A correspondent who signs himself “Josiah 
Semple,” sends us the following communica- 
tion, headed *‘ Konduetin the Business of the 

Country,” and we publish it, to oblige him, 
just as it came to hand. 

I was in Fredericton wi’ a lodd of prime 
dry wood last week, and I sold it in Faenicks 
Squar where there were a lot of teams with 
wood and hay drawn up very promiscuous 
like. I wonder accydents dont ockur there much right to exist as the House of Assem- 
often. Jeremiah Hodine, a naybur in our 
settlement, was there on the same kind of 
errant as mysel, and says Jerry, “let's put 
up our teems, and go and see how our repro- 
centateeves are konductin the business o’ the 
country.” Jerry is a grand politicean, a 
schule trusty, and speaks o’ comin’ out at nex 
electshin. I was kinder anxyous to see how 
our reprocentateeves kouduct the business o’ 
the country. I never had been in the legis- 
latoor before. ‘ Whar do our reprocenta- 
teeves konduct the business, the business o’ 
the country,” says I, “the old house is 
burned down, and the new un, a splendacious 
looking structoore, is not finished yet as I 
saw. They'll be able to kenduct a big lot of 
business in that hous, I'm thinkin” says I. 
In the Norminal Skule,” says Jerry, “in the 
top of that brick buildin’,” pointing over to it. 
So Jerry and me put up our teems, and away 
we went to the Norminal Skule to see how 
our reprocentateeves konducted the business 
o’ ths country. I was a little skeered to go 
among our reprocentateeves just as I had cum 
fram the woods. I knowed that the repro- 
centateeves of our county were fine free off 
handed fellows, with no pride about them 
about election time, but I was not sure but 
what they might object to see me in home- 
spun when they were konductin’ the business 
o' the country. But, Jerry laughed and said 
somethin’ about an honest man being the 
noblest work o’ God, though he was clad in 
hoodden gray. Jerry is a skolard and a skule 
trusty. ‘Hav ye tickets,” says I to Jerry. 
Jerry never let on that Le heer me, so com- 
ing to the top of the stares, I saw a bit of a 
box and not a bad lookin’ young chap inside 
amoosing himself with playing on an instru- 
ment that went click, click. I asked for 
tickets. The lad looked up and laughed, and 
went on playin’ with the instrooment.” 
“Don’t be a fule,” says Jerry, “ thisisa't a 
circus, that's a bit of a telegraph ophis.” 
“ Telegraff ophis,” says I quite loud, “a 
grand paper is the Telegrapff. Is that tall 
lad the editur, he seems very young to be 
placed in so very responsible a poseeshun,” 

Jorry turned away in a kind of huff. 
There were a lot of folk at the top of the 
stares, one or two were smokin’, sum were 
bare headed and well put on, and they kept 
goin’ in at one door and comin’ out in an- 
other, and they all seemed to be enjayin’ 
themselves, for they laughed as I passed, 
Jerry went in at the open dore, and I follow- 
ed. It was a spaycous lookin’ place ; bigger 
than the biggest meetin’ hous I ever seed. 
Some folks were standin’ and leanin’ by a 
railin, and others inside were sittin’ on 
chares and sophers, and on my rite as I pass- 
ed, a lot of fellers were pranked up on a kind 
of platform. Folks of konsequence’ says I 
to myself. I was just passin’ bye another 
railin’, when one of the bareheaded and well 
put on persons I seed outside, said *‘ you can- 
not cum in here,” and, he, civil enuff showed 
me a chare, and down I sat. Jerry was seat- 
ed all rite, and seemed quite famylar with 
the legislatoor. “Them is our reprocent- 
ateeves,” says I to Jerry, “1 ‘spose sittin’ at 
them desks”, he nodded, “but” says I “ who 
is yon fine lookin gentleman with his hat on, 
all by himself away up yonder,” That's the 
Speaker.” ¢ Speaker,” says I, * you cannot 
make a fule of me now.” The gentleman is 
not speakin’ a word. Speaker indeed! and 
all the while a tall fiery reprocentateeve was 
speakin’ at the top of his voice, with his 
arms stretched out, in a sarkastic raspin sort 
of way, He seemed to be addressin’ sum re- 
marks to a reprocentative battoned up in a 
black ceat, with a milingtary looking beard, 
and two grayish headed reprocentateeves 
were turned roun’ on their chares and lookin’ 
up in his face, and smilin and puttin’ in a 
word now and then. “ Who are them”, says I, 
“The laydurs of the opposition” says he. 
“ Opposition” says I, * what's that.” * Why” 
says Jerry, “its them that object to every- 
thing the government does rite or rong, in 
order you see.” “To konduct the bnsiness 
of the country,” says I. ¢ Well says Jerry, 
“the same thing to get the government 
turned out and themselves put in their 
places.” Sum of the reprocentateeves were 
sittin back in their chares lookin’ solomen, 
others wer readin’ the papers, one or two was 
scratchin’ away wi ther pens, not mindin’ the 
fiery reprocentatesve, and one or two were 
movin about. Blamed if I could not mak 
out what it was all about. “Jerry” says I, 
“where is the business of the country?” 
“Hold your tongue,” says Jerry, dye heer 
that, “says he” quite excited, that’s into 
Blare and the Opposition ; do ye think, man, 
that the business of the country is like a load 
of dry wood, that you can see and handle it #” 
“I don’t know,” says I, “but I hav heerd 
that ther was a good deal of log rollin’ in the 
legislatur. How am I to know, I never 
was here before.” 

After a longish while the fiery reprocenta- 
teeve sat down, and another reprocentateeve, 
not far off, got up, a littlish gintleman, who 
tried to look firce and indigerant, tho’ it was 
easy to see that it was put on, and he kept 
on speakin.” But I wish I may never sell an- 
other load of dry wod, if 1 knew what he 
was drivin’ at. I heard words like Liegislay- 
teeve Counksel, economy, schule law, and 
then the folk on the chares began to git up 
and go away out, and one of the civil bare- 
headed, well put on persons went and drew 
up the blins of the winders, for it was growin’ 
dark* and still the reprocentateeve, spok on, 
and spok on.” * Come away,” Jerry, says I, 
I kant stand this my heed is growin’ dizzy, 
and out goes I, and Jerry follered. 
When we were by ourseles, I says, 

“ Jerry” says I dumfounded like, * what is it 
all about? Where is the business of the 
country 2” “ Ah” says Jerry, a grett gemme is 
politicks. You see the laydurs of the Oppoy- 
sishun, are * fidgin fain,” to be in the gov- 
ernmint, to have handles to their names, 
honorables no less, and consyderashion, and 
the offices and the handlin’ o’ the money, and 
so they git up a cry that the governmint 
kant konduct the business of the country 
worth a hare, but are harryin’ and ruinin’ it 
by corrupshun and extravagance. And 
Covert, says, says he,” there are too many 
lawyers in governmint, they are all lawyers, 
and lawyers are a bad lot, put in honest far- 
mers,” says he, “ Yes” says Blare, “but put 
me in for all that, and I will put an end to 
corrupshun and extravagance, abolish the 
Legislayteeve Counshil, send the Governor 
and Secretary adrift, turn Government House 
into a cotton mill, send a half of the offy- 
shalls, who are eatin’ their heeds off, about 
their business, and spend all the money I 
save, on the roads by-roads and bridges.” 

“That's the ticket,” says I, “that’s the 
way to konduct the business of the country.” 
“ Bah,” says Jorry, “that’s what he says to 
delood simple backswoodsmen like you and 
me. Konduct the business of the country!” 
“ The business of the country’s to put him in 
and the other oppysishun leaders in the gov- 
ernmiut, and when they're in they'll have 
other notions of political economy.” A great 
game is politicks. I wish I was at the playin 
of it. But come away to our supper.” .And 
we went. 
ee -— R ————— — 

We have received a communjcation ex- 

pressing dissatisfaction with the appointment 
of Assistant-Assessor, and with the remiss- 

ence and want of knowledge with which he 

performed his duties last year. We are 
crowded for space aad gc the Assessors have 

have been appointed for 1881 thers is no nse 
to publish the letter. It may be well for the 
Assessor's to know that sharp critics are 
watching them. it may make them more 
careful in the performance cf thejr duties in 
the interest of the city. 

Subscribe for the MarITIME FARMER, only 
one dollar a year. 

A portion of the press which supports | 
‘the Opposition wishes to pull out one of the 

A general 

resolution, urging economy and reform, they 
would support heartily, but they dent like a 
resolution that particularizes the reforms to 
be carried out. The Chignecto Post thinks 

| that, * the proposition to do away with the 
Legislative Council is somewhat inoppor- 
tune,” and it believes, that, in many sections 
‘of the Province the vote would go for abol- 

(ishing the House of Assembly instead. The 
| Transeript thinks there will be no general 
‘agreement to the proposition that the meas- 
'uris of reform should embrace the abolition 
[of the Legislative Council, ete. It was a 
| big mistake for Mr. Blair to bind down his 
party to specific reforms, 
We have no sympathy with the cry to 
(wipe out the Upper House. The Upper 
House is part and parcel of our constitution, 
embodied in the B. N. A. Act, and Las as 

planks of Mr, Blair's platform. 

| 

'biy. A vote of the Assembly, all the mem- 
bers concurring in it, can not abolish it, un- 
lass the Councillors agree to put an end to 
the existence of their chamber. And why | 
should they agree when it is by no means evi- 
dent to them that their abolishment is desired 
by the great majority of the people of the Pro- 
vince ? If the question of abolishment is put 
to the country as a desirable measure of reform 
at the next election, and the voice of the peo- 
ple is unmistakeably in favor of it, the Legis- 
lative Councillors might, and probably would, 
bow to the popular will, so expressed. But, as 
they cannot be compelled to give themselves 
“ the happy dispatch,” as long as they chose 
to hold out, and as they might hold out till 
death, is net their position impregnable ? 
Their own consent, which must be conflrmed 

by royal authority, shown in assent to an 
amendment of the local constitution given to 

the Province at Confederation, is necessary. 

The Boers. 

Bad news have coma from South Africa, 

of another reverse to the British at the hands 
of the Boers. The chances of peace, which, 
last week, seemed hopeful, have been dissi- 
pated, as neither the British, who have been 

defeated, nor the Boers, who have been vic- 

torious, will cease hostilities now, till the ques 
tion Who shall be masters in the Transvaal 
1s fought out in grim earnest. A dispatch, 

27th ult., by way of London, from Newcastle, 

a rough collection of shanties protected by a 
fort on the high mountain road half way be- 
tween Pietermalterbery and Praetoria,brought 
the intelligence that 627 men and 22 officers, 
consisting of the infantry naval brigade under 

Gen. Colley, occupied Magela Mountain on 

Saturday, and were attacked by the Boers, 
largely reinforced by the Boers of the Orange 
Free State, at seven o'clock on Sunday 
morning. The Bsitish were in position at a 
place called Spitzkop. The fighting was 
very severe, and firing heavy. The Boers 
charged four times up the hill, and the Brit- 
ish were forced to retire, having expended 
all their available amunition and as the re- 
serve of it had been taken out of reach to the 
summit of the mountain. The loss on both 

sides was heavy. Col. Colley is reported as 
undoubtedly killed. Only 100 of his force 
escaped. [Further particulars of the disaster, 
and news of the movements of Sir Evelyn 

Wood, whose headquarters are in Newcastle, 
will be awaited with anxiety. 

Another account of the fight at Spitzkop 
states— 

When the ammunition failed the slaughter 
was fearful. Finally, the British made a 
desperate but unsuccessful rush. The 60th 
Foot fought their way back to the camp. It 
is stated that only seven men of the 58th 
survive. The camp is being fortified at every 
point. 
A despatch says General Colley was shot 

through the head. The loss of the Sixteenth 
foot is supposed to have been light. All the 
officers escaped. The other regiments suffer- 
ed heavily in both officers and men. Com- 
wander Romilly, of the Naval Brigade, is 
said to be dead. 
A despateir from Mount Prospect says the 

Boers carried the British position on Spitz- 
kop by a rush. Tne correspondent was taken 
prisoner but was afterwards released. Ie 
says the body of Gen. Colley is on the hill. 
It is quite clear that the loss of the hill was 
not due to the failure of ammunition. Gen. 
Colley over estimated the strength of his posi- 
tion and left its most vital part, which the 
Boers attacked in force, but poorly defended 
The detached squadron will immediately 
land a brigade of seamen and marines with 
guns at Durban and they will be sent to the 
front. 

Orders have been sent to Jamaica for the 
despatch of a ship to Befmuda to order the 
troopship “ Orontes,” due there on the ith 
idst., to proceed to the Cape with the 00th 
regiment. The troopship *‘ Euphrates” has 
been ordered to embark the 85th regiment at 
Bombay in a week, thence to proceed to 
Columbia and embark six compunies of the 
102nd regiment and proceed to Durban, 
where ehe will arrive on the 22nd inst. The 
reinforcements number 2,000 men. 

The loss of life on the side of the British, 

was not so great as at first reported. * A des- 
patch 1st inst., states :— 

In the Commins Childers, Secretary of 
War, said the Joss of life in the recent en- 
gagement with the Boers was exaggerated. 
Thirty-five officers and 693 men were engag- 
ed. Three officers were killed, nine wounded 
and seven were taken prisoners. The total 
killed is 83: ths wounded 122, and taken 
prisoners or missing 50. Besides reinforce- 
ments already announced—consisting of the 
99th regiment from Burmuda, 85th from 
Bombay, six companies of the 102nd from 
Colombe, and a brigade of seamen and 
marines—it has been decided to prepare three 
further infantry regiments to be shipped from 
Gibraltar and Malta. 
The following from the London Ztmes, 1st 

inst., is the latest concerning the disaster :— 

Detailed accounts received to-day render 
it certain that the British were driven from 
Spitzkop because they were fairly beaten. 
The fight ended in a rout. The most moder- 
ate estimate of the loss places it at 300 killed 
and wounded. The latter lay exposed to a 
heavy rain from Sunday afternoon until early 
Monday. A correspondent of the mes 
with Colley’s force at Spitzkop gives the 
following account of the engagement; 
Spitzkop is about 3,000 yards from the Boers 
position. Two companies were left at the 
base of the hill and the remainder of the 
troops toiled up the hill, which is very steep 
and difficult of ascent, on their hands and 
knees. It was impossible to have carried up 
even mountain guns. Had we had these the 
result might have been different. The 
whole force reached the summit of the hill 
before daylight and about five o'clock began 
firing. The Boers had ne videttes posted, 
and were completely surprised, but they 
promptly returned fire. Our men had 
little cover, though somewhat bstter than 
at the Ingoge River. I estimate the 
number of Boers at the base of the hill at 
about 2,000. Up to midday their loss was 
certainly heavier than ours. Colley was con- 
spicuous for his coolness and courage. He 
kept up constant communication with the 
camp by signal. Shortly after noon the Boer 
fire, which heretofore averaged 60 shots a 
minute, increased to a terrific volley. Our 
men were unable to withstand it. They 
wavered and were rallied; they wavered 
again in a general svuve qui pent. The Boers 
climed to the summit of the hill and followed 
them with a terrible fire 2s they went down 
the other side. The correspondent was cap-! 
tured by the Boers, was treated him well, 
and gave him a pass to return to camp. Ile 
identified the body of General Colley on the 
field. 

Gen. ilokerts, who succeeds Colley, will 

have by the time he arrives jn Natal a force 
of 13,000. 

————— eo 

Ths Dominion Rifle Association will hold 
its next Annyal Meeting at Ottawa, on the 

The Syndicate Lands. | 

Much was said by Opposition membe:s, in | 

the tyrannical monopoly of land which the 
Syndicate would create in the North-West. 

Under their system of disposing of lands, 
that spacious and fertile territory (of which 
they chose to forget the Government would 
still, after giving them the 25 million acres, 
hold the far greater area) would become a 
second Ireland, and the unhappy emigrants 

lords, would change their sky but not their 
burdens and misfertunes. Bat that doleful 

picture was mere imagination. The Syndi- 

cate are not going to hold the lands granted 

to them, which the Opposition said were 
worth $5 per acre. They intend disposing 

of them at a reasonable price, hoping to make 
a reasonable profit. The Toronto Mail says: 
“We have reason to balieve that tho ar- 

rangements to be made by the syndicate for 
the sale of their lands include terms very 
favourable to the settler. It is stated that 
the lands will be sold at from $2 to $2.50 
per acre, and that half the purchase money 
will be returned when the lands are put 
under cultivation. In fact this arrangement 
will net the company about one dollar per 
acre on their lands. Of course the expense 
of immigration business will be great and 
this with other expenses will naturally re- 
duce tha net value of the lands to the com- 
pany. But on the whole one dollar per acre 
1s as much as they will receive, supposing 
them to get the best available price origin- 
ally for their lands.” 

Baler BR ARE Sahles. 5 

The Marine and Fisheries Report shows 

that the expenditure of the Department for 
last year, was $809,422, while the amount 

voted was $890,043. The number of persons 

engaged in the outside service of the depart- 
ment, was 1,794, $106,0C0 were expending 

in maintaining the government steamers. 
“ Napoleon III” “ Druid” “ Newfield” * Glen- 
don,” “ Northern Light” and “ Sir James 

Dovglas.,” The total number ef steamers in 

the Dominion is 797 ; 666 new steamers were 

added to the list, and 36 were lost. The 

total number of casualties to British, Cana- 

dian and foreign shipping that occured in 
Canadian waters, and to Canadian seagoing 
vessels in other than Canadian waters report- 

ed to the Department was 323, lives lost, 174, 
The disasters on the inland waters of Canada 

were 49. The total number of vessels in the 

register book on 3lst December, 1830, was 

7,377 sailing vessels, and 918 steamers, be- 

ing a decrease of 94 vessels compared with 

1879. 

The Auditor-General’s Report, which we 
received last week, states that the Revenue 

for the last year, from all scources, was $675,- 

284.54, and the expenditure, $609,671.29 ; 

leaving a surplus in excess of oxpenditurs of 
$65,613.25. The expenditure on agricultural 

societies and department was $11,075. The 
total expenditure on Education—parish, 
grammar, normal schools, university, etc.— 

was $159,864.05; on Public Works, $186,- 

621.31 ; on the Legislative, $30,706,56 ; on 

Debentures redeemed; $19,000; Interest, 

$30,150. 
wee ED >> — 

Famine in Russia. 

All the civilized nations of the world were 
roused with sympathy when Ireland was 

struck with famine. Other nations and other 

people may suffer under a similar and as great 

a calamity, but they are doomed to suffer 
almost unheard of and unknown. This win- 

ter has been a bitter one in some of the 

regions of Russia. A correspondent of a 
Paris paper gives a deplorable account of the 
famine, which summarised, is as follows :— 

“In the villages, as he relates, people die of 
hunger every day, and men rob and pillage 
for the sole object of being immured in prison, 
where at least they are fed at the expense of 
the State. The Kalmucks attack towns and 
villages with impunity, and massacre the in- 
habitants in order to obtain their provisions. 
The Bashkirs sell their children for small 
quantities of flour, and the Kalmucks dig up 
the bones of horses that died last year of 
plague and grind them into cakes. The 
villages are entirely deserted, and the men 
and women have fied to the cities or to 
Siberia, abandoning to their frightful fate 
the old men and the nurslings.” 
> rE eo 

A Thrilling Story. 

At the anniversary Mission Sermon in St. 

James Methodist Church, Montreal, last 

Sunday, the Rev. Dr. Peck, of Brooklyn, 

preached and he illustrated a point in his 

sermon with the following excellent story :— 

If any of you, he said, will go down te St. 
Johnsbury. Vermont, you may see the man 
who gave me the facts I am about to relate. 
Ho was an American sailor, and had sailed 
to a port in Chili. On going ashore to enjoy 
his day of liberty, he became not ro say 
intoxicated but a little hilarious. One of 
the police officers, instead of coming up as 
your police or our police would. and remons- 
trating with bim not to make a noise in the 
street, this petty tyrant drew his sword and 
striking him a blow knocked him down. Mr, 
Haskings, is an American sailor ought to 
have done under the circumstances, got up 
and knocked him down in return. He was 
arrested and tried in a language of which he 
could not understand a word, with scarcely 
any defence to speak of. He was convicted 
and condemned to be shot at eight o'clock on 
the morning after the following day. Mr. 
Loring was the American consul there and 
he went to the authorities and expostulated 
with them that it weuld be monstrous to 
shoot the man. But these petty tyrants paid 
no attention to his expostulations. Oa the 
following morning, the day before the exe- 
cution, he went again and made a formal 
protest in the name of the American Govern- 
ment against the execution. But the petty 
tyrants would not respect even this. The 
next morning came and to use Mr. Hasking’s 
words, “1 was brought out to the field 
pinioned and bound to a post. They slipped 
a black cloth over my face, and I heard them 
order the soldiers to get ready.” It was the 
custom for the various consular officers to 
send up their flags at 8 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, The office of the English consul was 
right opposite that of the American consul, 
and just as the former was preparing to hoist 
the Union Jack, he looked out and saw a 
large crowd assembled ou the field were the 
execution was to take place. Rushing over 
to the office of the American consul he said 
¢ Great God] Loring, you're not going to let 
them shoot that man #” 

“ What can I do ? ” replied the American 
consul “I have protested aguinst it; I can do 
no more.” 
Quick as thought the English consul 

shouted, * Give me your flag!” and in a 
trice the Stars and Stripes was handed to 
England's representative, and, taking his own 
flag in his hand, he hastened across the field, 
elbowing his way through the crowd and 
the soldiery, and, running us to the doomed 
man, he folded the American flag round 
bim, and then laid tke Union Jack over it. 
Standing aside a few yards he faced the 
tyrants, and shouted defiantly, * Now shoot 
if you dare, through the heart of lSngland 
and America; ” “and they daren’t,” exclaim- 
ed the preacher while the immense crowd in 
the gallery, forgetting the place and occasion 
burst into applause. He cortinued: “ Mr, 
Haskings said to me, with tears streaming 
down Lig cheeks, they loosed me then, and 
oh, how I longed to embrace thgse two flags. 
I 

We Believe. 

That if everyone would use Hop Ditters 
freely, there would be much less sickness 
and mise;y in the world ; and people are fast 
finding this out, whole fajlies keeping well 
at a trifling cost by its use. We advise all 
to try it.—U., & A. Rochester, N. Y. 

8 «or — 

Several bills have been introduced iu the 
New York Legislature, having for their ob- 
ject, the hreaking up of the special rates” 
system on the rajjroags of that State, by 
which certain shippers of freight get lower 

bth September, 
terms for transportation than their competi- 
tors in business. 

J 

the course of the Pacific Railway debate, of | peace had been declared between Chili and 

flying from dear land and rack renting land- | 

CURRENT TOPICS. 

It was reported in London last Friday that 

Peru. 

Race horses are in great demand in the 
| United States, and it is a difficult matter to 
obtain them for a reasonable price. 

It has been decided by a Brooklyn church 
that playing cards is wicked, and two-thirds 
‘of the congregation have quit using them. 

HaNiNeTON'S QUININE WINE AND IRON, 

| take accoxding to directions, produces buoy- 
| ancy of spirits, vigor of mmd, and gives last- 
| ing strength to the whole system. ; 

The total amount of sales under the Ln- 

cumbered Estates Acts in Ireland exceeds 

$260,000,000 The Act came into operation 
thirty-one years ago. 

Shipbuilding on the Clyde was unusually | 
active last year. Two hundrad and forty-one 
vessels of all kinds were launched, of a total | 

of fully 239,000 tons, an excess of 71,000 | 
tons over 1879, Their marketable value 
represents an outlay of about $30,000,000 

A member of the Quebec Legislature has | 

received a letter from a constituent request- 
ing the assistance of the Government on be- 

2alf of his numerous family. The applicant 
states that he has twenty children, six couple 
of whom are twins. 

It is said that some Western burglars 

poisoned a butcher's watch dog and then at- 

tempted to break inte the shop the next 
night, but were frightened off by the barking 
of a string of sausages. This may be the 
force of habit strong in death, but we doubt 

the story. 

The Chicago Trade and Labor Unien has 
appointed a committee to arrange for an anti- 

rent meeting at an early date. It would thus 
seem that Ireland is not the only place where 
tenants have grievances. It is rather singu- 

lar, however, that her companion in trouble 
should be the United States, who are alwaya 

so brimming over with sympathy for others. 
It will now be in order for England and each 
of her colonies to pass resolutions condoling 
with our neighbours on the oppression of the 
landlord class, and denouncing the Govern- 
ment that permits such a state of things as 
tyrannical and unjust. 

Fredericton Market Prices 

Corrected weekly for the MARITIME FARMER 
by R. Hudson, Market Clerk. 

EE BOE Bl vc ie ove oo < dona ob $0 06 to 0 07 
BE EEE i 004 005 
oe 1 ERE 004 “005 
CHltines par Io, . 555360 oo 025 “030 
CRS gr « « GbR « » ¥9 Be Neat 0 40 *.0 45 
Turkeys per MW. ..... 5.5... 009 “010 
BREE Be - « «conan ota 035 %0 40 
8b CRP 017 «018 
Cheese per lb... ............. 1010 “0 12 
Lard pot 10.5 Voc ov. . 1.50 011 «012 
Sausages per Ib,y.......n.... 008 “009 
Potatoes per bbl,,............ 1 00“ 1 10 
FL Td SER 0 45 « 0 50 
Carrots per bbl.,............ 075 “080 
Hay per ton,:.. ... RSPR 9 00413 00 

Straw pef tony, ............. 4 00 “ 600 
NE I TIE Cees ovo esovos 0 48 “0 50 
Buckwheat per cwt.,......... 1 50 «1 80 
Socks and mitts per pr.,...... 025 ¢«“ 0 30 
Egge;. per dog, on. goiie. vie yn 9-20. 4 0 22 
Hams, smoked, per 1b.,....... 0 8“ 010 
Socks and Mitts, per pair,.... 0 25 “ 0 30 

Alavviages, 

On Saturday, the 18th of February, at the 
Residence of the bride’s father, by the Rev. 
G. H. Sterling, Rector, James Martin Eldridge, 
to Eliza, daughter of Thomas Perley, of Mau- 

gerville. 

=  —— i ee eee — ei 

In this City, on the 23rd February, of 
croup, Annie Maude Finnie, aged 3 years and 
11 months and 7 days, fourth daughter of 
William and Elizabeth Rosborough. 
At the Manse, Nashwaak, on the 19th inst, 

aged ten months and twenty days, Charles 
Young Melville, beloved son of the Rev. P. 
Melville, A. M. 

New Advertisements, 
REMOVAL 

NOTICE. 

BARGAINS 

DRY §00DS 
Ten per cent. off for Cash, 

or $1.00 worth of Dry Goods 

for 90 cents. 

Ey he 

A. A. Miller & Co. 
intend, about April 1st, to 
remove their Stock of Dry 
Goods to the large store in 
Brick Building next below 
M. Colter & Son’s grocery 
store and directly opposite 
Normal School, and in order 
to reduce the Stock as much 
as possible before removing, 
will for the next six weeks 
give a discount of ten per 
cent. on all amounts from 
One Dollar and upwards 
purchased and paid for in 
Cash. 

The Stock is now large, 
new, fresh and well assorted, 
and marked at the lowest 
prices, and remembering 
that the above discount of 
10 per cent. is also given to 
Cash Buyers must convince 
all parties that it is to their 
advantage to purchase their 
Dry Goods from the store of 

A.A. MILLER & CO. 
Opp. City Hall, Fredericton. 

February 17. 

REMNANTS ! 

REMNANTS! 

10,000 YARD 
Remnants of all Descriptions 

~0-0F-0- 

DRY GOODS 

The Collection of a 

year's business, and will 

be sold at Half-Price, to 

close out. 

DEVER BROS. 
Fredericton, February 10. 

Shirts Made to Order 
—BY— 

C. H. THOMAS & GO. 

The only practical Shirt Cutters 
in the City ; no misfits ; we use the 
best materials, and make up in first- 
class style. 

Night Shirts, 
Regatta Shirts, 

Flannel Shirts, 
White Dress Shirts, 

Cuffs, 

Collars, 

Underwear, &e, 

Satisfaction given in every case. 

C.H. THOMAS & CO. 
Gents’ Furnisher and Shirt Makers, 

‘Queen Street, 

Opposite Reform Club Houses, 

———— 

Shirts in stock from 50 
cents up. Ribbed Shirts and 
Drawers 40 cents. 

C.H. THOMAS & CO. 
F’ton, January 20. 

SPRING 
WM. JENNINGS, 

Merchant Tailor, 
has now open for inspection at his 

Tailoring Establishment, 
Cor Queen St & Wilmot's Alley, 

his Spring Stock, comprising 

English, Scotch and Canadian 

TWEEDS, 
In great variety. 

DIACONALS 
—AND-— 

Worsted Coatings. 

BROADC OTHS 2 DOESKINS. 
Making it one of the 

select from ia the city. 

BZ" Gentlemen can always rely 
on getting the latest styles and first- 

most desiraffi Stock to 

WM. J 

class workmanship. 

ENNINGS. 
Fredericton, Feb, 24, - + °


