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The Adopted Daughter.

THE VALET'S PLAN,

For some days alter the Ilon. Blair
Moreland’s proposal to Amber Courtney,
and her decided rejection ot his suit, he
absolutely haunted the corrdors ia the
vicinity of lus sisters’ school room, and
his persecution of the heauliful governess

became so marked that his keen-eyed’

mother linally became aware af it.
“ My dear,”” caid her ladyship 10 Lord-
Moreland, one morning, as they lingered

some breakfast roo rvau 1
been dismissed, “havé you'noticed how
our governess has altered during the
past year — how beantiful and graceful
she has become 2.’ .

« 1 have,” raplied hisfordship, straight
ening-up his small Jigure on being thus
snmmoned to couneil.  “She has grown
remarkably lovely. She reminds me
more than ever of the Marchioness of
Ardencourt. [ dread the effect the.mght
of her might have upon the marguis and
his lady, should they ever chance to see
her!” :

“8o do 1" returned Lady Moreland,
thoughtfully. She would remind them of
-, I have been very careful to keep
her out of their way,and as they have
beenr abroad =0 much, the task was easy.
I only hope they will not see her on our
return to town. Who would have thought
a year ago, that she would ever develop
wto such a wonderful creature ?”’

“ And she has been such a good com-
papion and governess for the girls,’”’ re-
marked Lord Moreland. They are not so
hoidenish as they were—Lousa particu-
larly. She seems so pure—so artless.

% But it's all seeming. my lord,” inter-

his ‘wife, in a tone of vexation.
She is artful, and is frying to entrap our
son into a marriage. i ;

1%rd Moreland uttered an exclamation
of s ris ;q :

over their choeolate and rolls in the hand. | nugoo
ie sepvaut having'| .. Me ton

It is so, indeed, my lord, went on her
ladyship, flirting her spoomn,” 8he keeps
him dancing about the corridors, waiting
until she 35 at {iberty to bestow a smile

upon him. :

And very good of her not té break in
upon school hours for that purpose, mur-

mured his lordship.

My lord! cried his wife, in an awful
tone, while she looked down upon her
husband with an expression of mingled
Do I hear aright ?
Are you encouraging my son to pay his

incredulity and horror,

addresses to an obscure governess—to
marry her?

“ He’s my son, too!”’ muttered his lord-

ship, in an aggrieved tone, yet wisel

shrinking from the wrath he had aroused,
Of course I dom’t want him to marry a

poor governess, and I didn’t say T did.

**Don’t equivocate, my lord!” said her

lsdysui{), severely, *‘ As I said, the girl
is artful {

ing home from a country where the

women are all black, to entrap him into a

messalliance

*‘ But, my dear,” ventured his lordship,
m a stronger tone, convinced that this
time he was in the right, “ the women are
The officers there
have wives, and daughters, and sisters,
and there must be a plenty of widows—
the country 18 so unhealthful—and these

not all black in India.

are all Englishwomen."”

“ But what frights !"" declared her lady- |
“ Everybody knows that as soon as

ship.
they get out there ti

a yellow tinge.

It’s absurd—perfectly absurd.”’
His lordship echoed the last declaration

“] shall have to part with her on our

o take advantage of Blair's com-

e¥.get to look as yel-
low as saffron. ' I’ve noticed that Blair has
And knowing that he
comes from such a country, our governess
resolves that he shall fall in love with her. |

pletely restored to good humor. “Just
wait a little, and I'll select a lovely bride
for you. 1 was going to discharge the
governess this very day, but now I shall
keep her—the children are so attached
to her, and you are not.”’

Blair’s countenance changed a little on
hearing this last remark, and he hastened
to deepen the impression of indiiference
toward Amber,

#I'm glad 1t’s turned out so!” mutlered
Lord Moreland. I didn’t want the girl to
go, nor believe it all necessary.

Blair smiled rather darkly, and arose,
leaving the apartment, whilc his parents
proceeded to discuss matters with renew-

ed trapquility.

" mve been rather too devoted to the
charming governess!” mused Blair, as he

rocecded to his dressing room. [ should
-t‘«e kept more quiet about it, but the
truth was, my heart was all mm a turmoil
of her.”
ed his bell, and the sunmmons
was epeedily answered by the appearance
of his, valet, a dark, saturnine-looking
person, with seheming, downcast eyes
that looked f@rbively out from under his
brows., '

“Shut the door, Tamley,’”” said his mas-
ter, famiharly, “| want to have a good
talk with you.”

The valet threw himself into an easy
chair near his master, and prepared to
listen, - =

fte and his master had had many joint
secrels, but however familiar he might be
when they were alone, on account of
them, he always made a point of being
perfectly respectful’to him beforé a third
person. By lis quiet reserve of manner
in the presence of o‘h&!, he had had the
good fortune to win the hearty commen-
dation of both Lady and Lord Moreland.

“You’'re in love, eh 7’ he said, eyeing
his master furtively. “Is that what you
want {o see me about ?"’

Blair nodded and said :

“You've seen my sisters’ governess?
I've fallen in love with the little beauty,
and want to marry her.”

Marry her ? repeated Tamley, opening
his eyes to their fullest extemt. Marry
the governess ? A ;“ b :

“ low stupid y;:r of & sudden !”’

cried Blair. Do you qﬁpose' can talk
anything else to her, and that 1 would if
I could? She's a lady of good birth.
She has refused ;and I wish to show
her that she committed a mistake.”

“Well 2" said ‘man, with sudden in-
terest, as the master paused.

“To me her coyness gives her an addi-
tional charm,” remarked Blair, after a
short silence. “As I said, I'd hike to
marry her, You'd make a most excel-
lent looking elergyman, with the proper
dress, Tamiley, and I shouldn’t think of
paying less than a twenty-gninee fee after
the perfermance of the ceremony !”’

The valet’s eyes glowed with the dull
fires of cupidity, and his fingers worked
as if itching for the gold.

His master had skillfully touched his
weak point—his love of money. ’

“] see, I see !’ he said. ‘¢ But will the
'young woman agree to the secret mar-
riage ?” ;8

“Not at present,” responded Blair.
The fact is, she doesn’t like me, and I
don’t have opportunities here for paying
court to her. If I present her a flower,
the fact is straightway known to the whole
family.
school-room, and she won’t look at a note.
And then, on the other hand, I was
obliged to listen to a lecture on the sub-

to see the girl again.”

| eyes. :
At length he broke the silence, saying:

day.
.,/ money from me—more than any other
master would give you for the same ser-

I can’t call upon her in her

ject this very morning from her ladyship,
my mother, so that I disclaimed any wish

| He paused, and seemed to turn over in
his mind various plans and schemes,
while his valet watched him with s dull

“You've helped me in many little plans
before, Tamley, and I owe you quite a
debt of gratitude, which I'll pay some
But then you have no small sum of

who exclaimed :

I'm afraid you can’t do it, Tamley, but
1t’s capital—capital Try it, by all means!
, If you succeed, you shall have twenty
| guineas immediately, and twenty more on
performing the marriage ceremony !
They conversed a little while longer,
maturing their plans, and then the valet
departed, to prepare for the visit to his
aunt,

CHAPTER XVIII.
* IMPRISONED,

For two or: three days after the secret
conference of Blair Moreland and his val-
et, the latter kept a vigilant watch upon
the movements of the young governess,
but without any benefit to his plans re-
sulting therefrom.

Amber certainly took open-air exercise,
but it was either in the family carriage
with the children, or in the park or flower
gardens, accompanied by them.,

But it was decreed that the valet should
‘soon have an opportunity of trying his
;scheme of abducting the maiden.

' On the morning of the third or fourth
day after the concoction of the plot
against her, Amber received an earnest
and impassioned letter from Jasper Long-
ley, stating that he had a particular and
important communication to make to her
respecting Sir Ralph Courtney, and that
he must see her in person, Iereminded
her that he had called upon her at Lord
Moreland’s country-seat once during the
preceding winter, and that he knew the
place thoroughly. Ile ¢oncluded by beg-
ging her to meet him the evening after
the receipt of his letter by the fountain
in the park, and besought her not to dis-
appoint him.

Amber turned the dainty, perfumed
missive over and over in her hands
thoughtfully, and mentally reviewed Jas-
per’s conduct tdward her since she had
entered upon her present life,

He had bestowed the most delicate at-
tentions upon her whenever they had met
which was seldom, the maiden generally
refusing to meet him or allow him to call
upon her; but he had once or twice taken
her to the opera, and had come down to
Moreland Park once the previous winter
on purpose to see her.

Her refusals to meet'him had proceed-
ed from a natural delicacy, which did not
fail to increase the love and admiration
of Jasper, even while he chafed at what
he termed her prudishness.

“1 will meet him,”’ she mentally resolv
ed, putting the note in her pocket.
“ When my school duties are over, my
time is my own, and, as he so kindly
names 2n early hour, while it's daylight,
too, [ shall not fail to keep the appoint-
ment. But why does he not come to the
house? 1 wonder what the important
communication about Sir Ralph can be—
dear, dear Ralph!”’

Her clear cheeks were sfained with a
sudden scarlet flush as she murmured his
name tenderly in her mind, as she might
never hope to do.in reality to him, and
her glorious eyés beamed with a world of
beauty and sweetness.

Her pupils wondered that day what
great good fortune had happenedjto their
gentle teacher, for her face was like em-
bodied sunshine—she seemed somehow
suddenly to feel so very near Ralph, for
she was going to hear of him, perhaps
from him, that very day. :

As the hour approached, she dismissed
her pupils to their nursery, and hastened
to attire herself in her most becoming
costume. Lady Moreland had requested

with her request.
She donned a pretty gray dress and jac-

usual,

her some time before to leave off' her
mourning garb, as it looked so gloomy to
the children, and Amber had ‘complied

ket, and a broad-brimmed Leghorn hat,
which shaded her face without concealing
it, and looked even more lady-like and

charming when she had finished than |

“Yes, yes!” said her ladyship, com- by its boldness, enchanted. his master, |all the storms of life. Let me love you

and make your life happy.”’

“1 like -you, Jasper,” responded the
girl, gently and tearfully. Il esteem and
respect you—I regard you as a brother—
but [ cannot give you the love you de-
serve. I told you long ago that with me
to love once is to love forever. The heart
that throbbed so wildly and foolishly for
Sir Ralph Courtney a year ago, beats even
more wildly and foolishly for him now,
You may despise me for it—"’ :

“ Never exclaimed Jasper, “Bat must
your life be a waste because Sir Ralph
marries Blanche? Must your life and

-{mine both be wrecked by an ill-fated

loye ? Oh, Amber have pity upon me !"
His eyes, beaming with passionate love,
his earnest manner, his trembling voice—
all pleaded for him.

Could this man be the same who had
pleaded one year befora for Amber’s love
with an eye to his own ulterior benefit ?
ITe was the same ; :but as nome ars all
bad, so one redeeming passion filled his
being—his love for Amber.

Ile was determined to win her by pati-
ent gentleness, by tenderness and pity,
and whatever clew he possessed to her
parentage, whatever worldly benefits he
hoped to gain through a union with her,
he placed above all other incentives the
hope of gaining ultimately her ns.
As the girl regarded him, she realized
for the first time how deep was thelove
he felt for her, und in her sore amguish
she was almost tempted to seek refuge in
his promised care. .

“1 would so carefully shield you,” he
said, softly, as 1f div her thoughts.
“I would guard you -every evil, |
would sympathize with you in the great
sorrow of your life. There are very few
persons who marry their first loves, Am-
ber. And 1 do not ask you to love me
yet. I will win your love by loving you.
But give me a husband’s ng& ‘protect
you. You must often feel desolatel”
Amber assented with a weaty sigh, .
Jasper resumed, in a low;soothing tone
that fell like balm upon the girl’s hear-
ing:

“I might be able to mitigate your sor-
row in time, dearest, and _you would rem-
deg my life an Eden. You would elevi
me, purify me, redeem me from my faun
and errors. Take my life in your hands ¥’
Jasper had no wish to undo any of his
past sins, nor to forego any future ones
that might be profitable to him, but
did earnestly desire to-appear good
true in Amber’s eyes, and to this end was
anxious to lead an outwardly upright li
“Have I so much influence over y
Jasper 7’ she asked.

“You have, indeed. Without you I
am miserable —with you, life would e a
heaven !” he cried, passionately. * Oh,
Amber, give me hope !”

The girl pressed her hand upon her
heart, and there was a look of angeish
in her eyes as she replied : 4

“ Although as I told you, Jasper, I
have long expected to hear of Sir
Ralph’s marriage, I find I am weaker
than I thought—so weak that I ean
not give you an answer to-night. Give
me a week to think the matter over.
In three or four days the family goes“to
town. It will them be easy for us to
meet.”’

“You will send me a note, then, in a
week, containing, yeur answer to iy
suit !

st .

Jasper caught her hand and pressed
it to. his lips in a transport of joy. The
action and the manner went to Amber’s
heart.

“Leave me now, Jasper,” she said,
gently. -“1 thank you for coming here
from London to break the news to wme
vourself. But, first, let me ask you,
are Blanche and Sir Ralph at Courtney
Hall?”

“ No, they are at the baronet’s town

| Glosson, will treat you well, and you

“ How dare you carry me off in this[
manner ? You shali be punished as you |
deserve. I will tell Lord Moreland of — |
“ Now be sensible, Miss. You've got
a pretty ride before you if you've a
mind to enjoy it.” ,

The girl became silent, resolving to
appeal to the occupant of the first
vehicle they met for help, but when the
sound of other wheels were at last
heard, Tamley threatened to gag her if |
she did not promise to remain silent.
She gave the required promise, and
watched the vehicle pass with a feeling |
of keen despair. |
- The journey of twenty miles at
length drew near an end, and the valet
turned into an unused lane that led |
away from the road, and finally termin- |
ated at the side of a grim old mansion. |
which was almoss hidden in a mass of
shrubbery.

“ Here we are!” he said, springing
out and assisting Amber to alight. '
e led her to a door at the rear of |
the mansion, where he knocked loudly |
for admittance.

The summons was answered by an |
elderly woman, who opened the dom'.\
exclaiming : |
“Oh, it's you, Tamley! Have you got |
the girl? i
“Yes, here she is,” responded the
valet, leading Amber into the corridor
and thence into a dimly-lighted apart-

ment. “ Are you all ready for here !”
“Oh, yes. [ expected you before
this.”

Amber looked at the woman, to see
if she might hope for mercy from her,
but her heart sank as-she regarded her
erm, stern face. with its heavy lines |
about the mouth, denoting a hardness
of disposition.

“ Come, Miss, I'll show you to your
room,” observed the woman, taking up
a candle.

“T will not go!” responded Amber.
“Tell me why I am here, and by whose
orders T’

“By Mr. Bhlir Moreland’s,” said
Tamley. “I wouldn't tell you before,
lest T should fail to get you here. You
can not get away. My aunt, Mrs.

needn’t have a care or anxiety. Let us
show yon to your rooms.”

Amber looked wildly about her for
an avenue of escape, but there was none.

She then looked appealingly to Tam-
ley and his aunt, but there was no pity
in their faces.

“Let me go.” she pleaded. ¢ Take
me back to Lord Mereland’s, Tamley,
and I won't tell of you. You shall be
rewarded, if you will. 1 have a friend
who will pay you better than Mr. More-
land, if you will only take me back to
the park.”

Tamley smiled as he said :

“ T suppose you mean that person you
met by the fountain, Miss? I regret I
can’t accept your offer. I've made my-
self liable to the law, I suppose, in
'carrying you off, and I'll see now that
| you are kept safe.”

In vain Amber protested that she
would not complain of him if he would
let her go. Tamley and his aunt both
assured her that her words and tears
were useless. ‘

Finally they compelled her to ascend
a flight of stairs to the second floor and
enter an apartment; in which they locked
her securely.

Amber stood in the center of the room
as if petritied, when the sound of their
footsteps on the stairs-had died away.
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SUMMER TIME TABLE.

All trains are ran on Eastern standard |
time, which is 36 minutes slower than |
Saint John actual time. |
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NOMMENCING JUNVE 2nd, 1881, Trains will
run as follows :

4 . - -
~>St. John Division.
‘ DEPARTURES.
53 A, M.,— From Water Street, St. John—
Mixed accommoaodation for Fredericton.
6 30 Ay M.—From Water Street, St. John—Bos-

ton Fast Express for points West, and
for St, Stephen, 8t. Andrews, Houlton,
Woodstoek, and all points North and
South,

M.—From Water Street, St. John—Ex-
press for Fredericton.

M,~From Water Street, St. John—Night
Express, for points West, and for St.
Stephen, Woadsiock, Houlton, and all
points North.

M.—From Fredericton for St, John.
M.—From Frederieton, for points West,
North and South, an‘l St. Jonhn,
M.—From Fredericton for St John.

M.— From Gibson, for Woolstock and
points north,

1 30 p,

8 30 p,

1 00 p.
625 A.

130 p.
700 A.

ARRIVALS. |

M., at St. John—Fast Exjress Train from
all points West, and from St. Stephen,
Woodstock,Houlton,and all points North
M., at St. John, Water Street—Express
from Fredericton.

M., at St, John, Water Street—Express
from points West, and from St. Stephen,
St Andrews, Woodstock, Houlton, Frede-
ricton, and all points North and Soutb.
M., at St. John, Water Street — Mixed
accommecedation from Fredericton.

M., at Fredericton (Ffém points West,
North and South.

M, at Fredericton trom St. John.

M., at Fredericton from St. John.

M., at Gibson, from Woodstock and
points north.

22~ Pullman Sleeping Cars on Night Trains,
and Dining Room Cars on Day Trains, to add
from Bangor. Berths secured at ticket office,
Water Street—G. A, Freeze, agent.

5 30 A.

9 15 A

1 30 p.

800 p.
435 r.

7 30 P,
9 30 A.
4120 p.

Notrain leaves St. John Saturday night or
Sunday morning.

A train arrives at St. John from the West
Sunday morning and a train leaves for the
West Sunday night.

Through connections are made from Boston
on Sunday nights.
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FURNITURE

Moulding, Jig Sawing, Planing and"l"urning done to order.

Dressed Clapboards, Flooring and Sheathing constantly on hand

Corner Queen and Smythe Streets, Pro@orioton, § B.

NEW MUSIC STORE!

WE HAVE NOW ON HAND A FINE STOCK OF

ORGANS and PIANOS!

which we will sell at low prices and easy terms. {
CALL AND SEE THEM BEFORE PURCHASING, or write for PRICES,
Organs from S60 upwards.

£Z" We have been appointed agents for the celebrated Chickering & Sons, and

will sell on easy terms.

J.

the Hallett and Cumston, and an number of other makers of Pianes, which w*
Call and try them at the store.

F. McMURRAY.

Connexion is made at Vanceboro with trains
of the Maine Central Rallway to and from all |
points West, at Fredericlon Junetion for Kre-
dericton, and at Gibson by branech line, for all |
points North.

Tickets for sale in Fredericton at New Bruns-
wick Railway Ticket Office, and at Messrs. J.
Richards & Son’s Ticket Agency, Queen sireet.

Fire and Life Insurance.

E. R, BURPEE;
N. T. GREATHEAD,
Gen’l Pass, and Ticket Agent.

St. John, N, B, June 2, 1883
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English and American Companies, Old and Reliable.
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KEtna, of Ha

Established 1819,

Established 1809,
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Imperial, of London, England.
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rtford, Conn.
Capital, $3,000,000.00

| Hartford, of Hartford, Conn. .
Northern, of London, England.

Capital, $1,250,000.00

Established 1836. . Capital, $15,000,000.00
Fire Ins, Association (Ltd.) of London, England.
, Capital, $5,000,000.00
City of London Fire Ins. Co. (Ltd,) of London,Eng.
: Capital, $10,000,000.00

British Empire Mutual Life Assurance Co. of London, Eng.

Detached Residences in town and country insured for 3 years at lowest rates.

4" Large deposits at Ottawa for benefit of Policy Holders. %Rt
FAIR RATES and PROMPT PAYMENT of LOSSES.

house.”

“(x00d-bye, Jasper.
here a little while.
good.” :

Jasper shook hands with her, bade

return to town, which must be this week,”’ | vices.” -

said ‘her ladyship. I'll give her a recom-| The ?‘lodded.

: mendation to somebody without grown-| “I a ‘*'ghd you appreciate the fact,”
up sons, \When she’s once gone, Blair coxu_ *Blair, in an easy tone. “The

| will get over his violent fancy for her. | fa to be confidential with you, I can’t

The very boldness of her abduction
made it diflicult for her to realize it.
But at length, as a comprehension of
her situation rushed upon her mind, she

Fabries, suitable for Spring wear,

I think I'll sit Prints, Silks, Satins.

The air may do me

Casting a single glance in the mirror @t
the reflection of her unequaled beau&,
she left her room and hastened from the
house.

As she crossed the lawn, going toward

JOEIIN EI.LACIE.

innss s Agent for York County
Scarfs, Corsets, Gimps, Fringes, Laces, Friling,| Office on Queen Street, over the Telegraph Office, direetly opp. the Post Office.

Hose, Gloves, Gossimers, Umbrellas,

AT beat at th ssive door, begging for : ‘ -

My next governess,” she added, reso- r,.'in the girl here. If I could get her off | the park, she was observed by the vigi-| her adiew, and hastened away in the 1:,?[,_ R i i Parasols, and a genuine stock of AGNETIGMEDICINE Great Ba,rga,lns
lutely, shall wear spectacles and a wig. | by herself in a lonely house somewhere, | 1ant lamley, who sauntered after her with | jirection of the neighboring village.| And the only answer that came to > NS ) |

o “ But 1t’s hard on the girl, on., A eould eall upon her at times, and pretended 1 1, Stamﬂ a.llﬂ Fﬂ.llcy DI'Y Gm]dsl N ~ & L A ' -

carelessness.
| our.own children,” meekly suggested his take-he» presents, !~mght succeed in| f‘ﬁxuﬁngz.wbtxtgm park, Amber
lordship. , . making an impression upon her heart and | threaded its cool, dim aisles with famuliar
Are not my feelings to be thought of, | win her consent to a private marriage,”” |Step, proceeding toward its center, where,
said her ladyship. Is the devoted mother| * I'hat’s a good idea!” responded Tam-|IR & pretty glade, played a small fountain
to be disregarded for a governess? | do|ley. “The question to be considered is, | While surrounding it were seats made of
believe, Lord Moreland, that you are be- | where can we find a suitable house 2’ | tWisted grapevines.

whence he cseas to take the train for | her tortured hearing was the slamming
Bowlottuosdi = T Vel e of the outer door as the triumphant
valet departed to inform his mester of
his grard success.

(To be continued)
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“She is mine ! ” he muttered, as he
went. < “How magnificent she is'!
Blanche is coarse and-homely compared
'to Amber. I'd like to see what Sir
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experience of thousands prove it‘n invaluable ;
remedy. The medicine is pleasant to the taste,
and each box contains sufficient for two weeks
medication, and is the cheapest and best.
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ally—and had watched over their studies,
thereby becoming well acquainted with
their young governess, and he felt a

He was as singularly handsome as ever,
his attire was faultless, and his manner
expressed his genuine delight.

His eyes glittered with delight, and
he hurried onward.
Meanwhile, Amber sat by the foun-

B~ A great variety in Scarfs, Ties,
Silk and Linen Pocket Handkerchiefs.

would suit you exactly. It isin the coun-
try, but at some distance from here.”
“So much the better."”

Close his Business
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apt to let it to us.”’

¢ [t is unoccupied, sir~—that is, none of
the family live there. It has the reputa:
tion of being haunted, and no tenamt can
be found to take it, nice as the mfmsion
is. It 1ssaid that a woman’s ghost walks

would Ralph think. ¢“I was considered
very plain once, you know, Jasper,’” she
added, apologetically.

“ Inever thought you plain,”’ responded
Longley, feasting his eyes and soul” upon
the rare beauty of her changeful counte-

CEORCE IX. DAVIS,
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habits that she had acquired during the
conflicts of the past year.

“I must not be weak and selfish,”
she murmured, growing calm. ¢ As
Jasper says, I must not wreek two lives.

ber Coats and Umbrellas.
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Remnants of all kinds, in Tweeds, [Towe-

BIF away. ¥

“Send Blair away,” echoed his wife,
your own son and heir, on account of a
governess. Lord Moreland, I am astonish-
ed. You would separate the poor dear
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[ will devote myself to him. It will be
so sweet to be loved and cared for—so
sweet to make some one happy! I
grieve now because Ralph is going to
be married ; but T must banpish this
foolish grief, marry Jasper, and forget
what might have been.”

She sighed—a sigh that was wrung |
with pain from her tortured heart.

At that moment Tamley again peered |
through the trees into the glade.

He looked flushed and- warm, as if he
had been hard at work. ‘

Amber sat a few minutes Jonger by |
the fountain, and then arose to return
to the house. ‘

As she did so Tamley approached

. His lordship protested that he would
do none of these things, that he desired
her ladyship to use her own superior judg-
ment, that the poor girl had better go,
and finally that nothing could induce him
to consent to Lis heit’s daparture,

Lady Moreland consected to be ap-
peased, and they had hardly settled into
an amicable sort of silence when the door
of the breakfast-room opened, and Blair,
resplendent in dressing gown and slippers
of flaming colors, sauntered into the apart-
ment,

He uttered a careless good-morning to
bis parents, and then saying he had al-
ready had his coffee in bed, took a seat at
the table, and began trifling with his
food.

“You seem uneasy this morning,’’ he

728~ Don’t fail to call there is room for all at
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each other to notice Tamley, who was peer-
ing into the glade, and looking astonished
at beholding Longley. He looked at the
couple only a moment, and then glided
away in the direction from which he had
come,

¢ But, Jasper,” said Amber, after a brief
silence, “ why didn’t you call upon me at
the house? I do not like clandestine
meetings, and if—if this one had been for
any other reason, | should have been
tempted to dechne it. Lady Moreland
would think strangely of me if she were
aware of my meeting you here.”

“The reason I did not go to the house,
Amber, was because her ladyship caused
one of her servants {o intimate to me on
my previous visit that she did not like
her governess to receive company,’’ said

never heard any other name for it, al-
though I dare say it has a grand name.
It belonged to a gentleman of wealth,
who had a terrible temper, it is said. He
married an Italian lady, and lived with
her 1n Italy until after the birth of a son.
Then he brought her to England, and
they lived in great style in the Haunted
Hlouse. The Italian lady proved to have
a temper as bad as his, and in a quarrel
he killed her. It is her ghost they say
walks there.”’

¢ But what became of the husband and
the son ?"’

“The husband fled to the Continent
and died there. The son was claimed by
his Italian relatives and. carried back to
Italy. Of course the son inherited the
Haunted House with the rest of his fath-
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“You can, Blair,' you can!” said his|a small income, so the present owner may | on the subject. Her ladyship did not|!Ms, 105 SCTHIG (ark, and I AOTe- | I o e Bt 25 centss five for €1, S0l

mother. “We are annoyed at your at-
tentions to the governess. You haye
robbed the conservatory of its choicest
flowér for a week to send up to her, and
then have her give them to the children.

You are descending beneath your station, |

and if you mean to marry her.”’

“Pe calm, mother, be calm!” inter-
rupted the son, cooly, as her ladyship’s
tone . grew shriller. “ Who's going to
marry {he governess? | am not!”

Her ladyship looked infinitely relieved, |

whilo Lord Moreland regarded his son ad-
miringly, as 1if envying his courage in thus

reside in Italy from motives of economy.”

“ But I thought you said his father was
wealthy ?”” remarked Blair with some in-
terest.

his wealth during his wife’s lifetime. It
was supposed that he carried a great deal
of money with him when he fled.

You haven’t told me the name of this
Englishman ?"’ ‘
- His name was Thomas Claenville, His
'son's name was Vilberti Claenville—Vil-
' berti being the surhame of the Italian
iady. I have heard somewhere that the

So he was, but he ran through most of

know my name, however. If she had she
wight have sent me a different message.
So, you see, I had no alternative but to
meet you here.”’

“You wished to tell me something of —
of Sir Ralph ?”’ faltered Amber.

Jasper jealously marked the trembling
of her tone as she mentioned the baro-
net’s name.

“You seem to think I bring good news,"”
he said. ¢ What would you like best to
hear ?”’

“That Ralph sees how mistaken he was
in his estimate of me,’”’ answered the girl,

land sent me to protect you home.”

“1 need no protection,” declared the
maiden, in surprise, #The distance is
short. I can go alone. Don’t presume
to follow me !”- :

sefore she could take a step, Tamle
drew a landkerchief freshly saturatqﬁ
with chleroform from hjs pocket, and
quickly applied it to her nostrils, at the
same time seizing her.
| The girl struggled frantically, but she
' could not free herscif from the strong

ﬁ>
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you don’t mean to marry her, Ilair, what | And it is to this deserted house you| ‘ Alas, no!” sighed Jasper. “How |she becoming unconscious. ‘ e to Measurement. : 3

are your intentions? 1 won't have her
insulted by my son—remember that. She
is a Courtney—a connection or relation of

tentions toward he ?'’

propose that I shall convey Miss Court-
ney ? asked Blair,

“It is—although the mansion 1s not

can I tell you what I must tell you ?
you bear bad news ?”’

“ What!" she cried, wildly. ¢Is he

married—'’

Can |

Tamley then gathered her form in his
arms, glanced around him to see that

Are pleasant to take. Contain theix own
Purgative. Is a safe, sure, and effectual
destroyer ¢: worms in Children or Adults.
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“ My present intentions,”’ rejoined the
son, helplng himself to some East India
preserves, “are to let her alone.”

Lady Moreland did not look quite satis-
fied, and he proceeded :

] repeat, mother, I shall let her aloze,
I want nothing more to say to the girl.
I've seen ewough of her. She 1s too
scornful for me.”’

“Seornful ?”” repeated her ladyship in
gurprise.

his flaxen mustache, ‘“ and diamonds, and
love, and s0 on; ‘but she wouldn't accept
me. if you'll be so kind, mother, as to

pick me out some more amiable and pli-
ant member of the aristocracy, I will |

hasten to marry an®* put myself out of
harm’s way.!

)

fall into ruins. The housekeeper is an
aunt of mine—an ancient spinster, who
would do almost anything for gold. She
lives there alone, for she can’t find any
one who would dare stay with her. She
' has never seen any ghost, however. 1
know she would gladly take charge of
Miss Courtney, and would keep her in
perfect security, »

1 think this Haunted House would be
Just the place for Miss Courtney, declared
Moreland. “You are sure your aunt

way to throw suspicion upon us. Don’t
the young lady go out sometimes alone
to walk?

Blair replied in the affirmative.

“ Then | can manage it, replied Tamley,
excitedly. Listen!

He proceeded to develop a plan, which,

A low moan broke from Amber’s lips,
and a silence fell between the couple.

It was broken at length by the girl, who
said, with quivering lips:

“I have long expected to hear of his
marriage, and thought I had prepared
myself to hear 1t calmly. But you see
how weak and foolish, I am, Jasper. To
whom is he engaged ?”’

“ To Blanche.”

“] am glad his bride 1s to be Blanche,”

of your lonely, hard-working life, with no
one to sympathize with you, no one to
whom you can unburden your heart; and
if, by the sacrifice of my own life, I could
have given you happiness, 1 would wil-
lingly have died. Let me gather youinto
my bosom, Amber, and shield you from

road.

Here a horse and carriage were in
waiting.

No other vehicles were in sight.

He lifted the maiden into the carri-
age and took a seat beside her.

The next moment they were proceed-
ing at a rapid pace alopg the road, amid
the gathering shadows of the night,

It was not long before Amber re
covered her consciousness, the jolting

His tone was more menacing than his
words, and Amber realized that it would
be impossible to spring from the carri.
age and escape.

“T don’t understand the meaning of
this outrage,” she said, indignantly.
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