O month of drifting snow and wailing wind,
We gladly greet thee as thou drawest near,
Thy opening moments ever bring to mind
Thanksgiving echoes of rich joy and cheer,
And as we gather in our homes once more,
We think of that good time, and live it o’er.

But other pleasures will this month appear,

For with it Christmas comes to give delight,

Then friend with loving gifts to friend draws
near,

And laden trees make happy homes more
bright,

While jingling sleigh-bells tell of balls around,

And songs and joliity, and jokes abound.

Then let the wild winds rear, the snowflakes
come

Crecping and heaping in their silent way,

Hearts will be happy in each loving home,

And children’s laughter make the whole earth
gay,

For bright December we with joy prepare,

And fling glad welcomes on the fresty air,
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CHAPTER XV.

“TEEY WILL DIR GAME.'

The Earl of Durward was completely
b>ffled by Kerneth’s cool way of setting
aside his authonty.

He id not know which way to turn
first to carry out his threat to prevent the
marriage, but prevent it he was deter
mined to do, if such a thing was possible,

He eo:id not realize that Kenneth had
attzined man’s estate, and the right toact
independently in all matters pertaining
to lis interest and pleasure. He -had
never so decidedly opposed him before,
and it angered him to feel that his power
o contre!l a3 gone, and he felt a desire
to deal wit! him something after the
fashion of o naughty sehool-boy, and shut
him ap vutil be promises obedience in
the future.

This, of course, he could not do, and he
gpont hows trying to think of some way
to gain his end.

He sought his wife, and, after a long
e>nsultation, they decided that they would
tcy the power of reasoning with Madam
Leicester and her daughter aganst such
& marriage.

Accordingly the Countess of Durward,
e'ad in robes of most imposing richness,
oulled that afternoon at madam’s resi.
d:nce.

Kenneth, however, had had his say be-
fore ber.

He bad gone directly there after leay-
ing bis guardian, and in his usually, manly,
-straighforward way had pleaded his cause,

and, to his great joy, he received madam’s
gracious and full consent.

He bad 1nsisted upon naming an early
day in whith to claim his bride, since 1t
was his desire to travel a year or so before
-assuming his future duties and settlingat
Melrose, aud after debating the subject
‘somewhat, madam, who could oppose no
‘reasonable objection, agreed to allow the
marriage to take place in three months
from that time.

Iady Durward's call was something of
a surprise, but the serene self-possession
which always characterized Madam Lei.
cester was not disturbed in the least de-
gree by the imposing elegance of her yisit-
‘or, whose motives she at once suspected,
from her haughty and somewhat overbear:-
ing manner.

She greeted her ladyship with that
graciousness which was her peculiar charm
and then, with exasperating coolness,
waiting for her to state the object of such
an unusual visit,

The countess became surprisingly un.
0:sy all at once 1n the presence of this
calm, digntied, and elegant woman, and
it hecome a very difficult matter to state
the olject of her call.

Sha found that instead of impressing
her with her superior position and wealth
her cosily robes were entirely unnoticed,
while madam herself was as richly, al.
though not so showily, clad, and, more
than all this, she wore her garments with
an unconsciousness which betrayed that
they were no unusual luxury to her, in
spite of her so.called humble poeition.

Madam kindly inquired for Caroline,
wuo did uot, of course, present herself at
schoo! that day, and was told that she was
ill. The weather was the next accommo-
daiing toric which came up for diseussion
and was .17 dropped, to be followed by
tho laet ne v book, the last addition to the |
Acsdemy ol Fine Arts, ete., atc, and then
har ladyship made a bold dive.

“I bave called, Madam Leicester,” she
s.d, dropping her eyesbeneath the pene.
t-ating glance of that lady, *at the desire
of my husband, His ward, Lord Malcolm
acquainted him this morning with his de-
sive to make Miss Leicester his wife, and
craved his consent to do s0,”

¥ His consent? Really, you surprise
m>3, since Lord Malcolm told me he was
in his twenty-fourth year.”

Madam’s manner more than her words
betrayed her surprise, and something of
amusement, that they should still consider
his lordship in leading strings.

“ Yes, his consent,” Lady Durward re-
plied, somewhat tartly, and flushing.
“ Ibe Earl of Durward’s guardianship does
not cease until Kenneth becomes twenty-
five, and, under the circumstances, he
deems it his duty to inquire something re-
girding your family and antecedents be-
fore approving of his choice.”

“Excuse me, your ladyship,” madam
returned, with a somewhat sarcastic in.
flection upon the last two words, « if [ say
I oonsider such a request wholly unneces-
sary, if not rather presumptuous, since
the Earl of Melrose has not deemed any
such inquires requisite, and, if you pleace,
we will not enter into any discussion upon
the subject. His lordship has chosen my
daughter, as simple Nina Leicester, to be
his wife, considering her character, cul.
ture and worth to be a suflicient recom-
mendation of her respectability and fit-
ness {0 occupy the position he offers her,
a3 the future Countess of Melrose, and as
simple Nina Leicester I have given her to
him with my bleseing."”

It seemed as if madam really enjoyed
reeling off these smooth, well-rounded
sentences to her visitor, who cringed un.
der them as under a lash.

“What ! she exclaimed, * has Kenneth
bsan hcre already ?”

% Yea, your ladyship "’

“ 4 thivk you have been very rash, very
unwise i. giving yoar consent to such a
"uaion.”

“Such & union ?"” gqueried madam, with
a little g'~~m = her fine eye:, and an up-
lifting of ker d Ticato eyebrows.

¢ Yes; you u.ust see for vourself that
such 2 mar.iage would be wholly wrong,
It is e.urriy contrary to all 1deas of caste

for 2 "-rieman of the realm to marry a
girl in—n such a | ssition as Miss Leicos-
ter occupies.”

it had heer no easy r:atter for the
Countess ¢ Du.iard to get through this
sentence Yo i .se keen eyes fixed upon
her.

-

]

1

“Wby—why, as the daughter of a sim-
ple school teacher, with no family.’

“How do you know 1 have no family,
your ladyship ?"

“Really, I am obliged to assume that
you have not, since you do not seem will
ing to set me right upon the subject ; and
the earl, being Kenneth's legal guardian,
will not consent to his marriage unless it
can be proven to him that Miss Leicester's
connections are unexceptionable.”

Lady Durward was becoming more at
ease as the subject advanced.

She was determined not to be beaten
although she was obliged to acknowledge
that madam was a pretty good match for
her.

“Do I understand you to maintain that
Lord Molcolm is under age?"’ asked
madam,

“Not exactly under age, perbaps; but
while my husband retains his authority as
guardian, Kenneth is in duty bound to
consult his wishes and superior judg
ment in all things."”

“1 cannot agree with you. If he is not
under age, then he 18 at liberty to act his
own pleasure in all things; and 1t strikes
me, your ladyship, that it wonld be very
unwise to seek to control a young man
who has reached the age of twenty-three
or four years, and especially a young man
so well calculated to know his own mind
as Kenneth Maleolm is,”” madam said,
dryly.

“ We do not seek to control him, only
to advise him properly, and do our duty
by him by not allowiug him to disgrace
himself or his proud name, and then re.
pent of it afterward,” the countess, re-
turned, hotly.

Madam's clear blue eyes glittered dan-
gerously, but she replied very calmly :

“1 trust you will give yourself no un-
necessary anxiety on that score, since no
no such distressing contingency is likely
to occur.”

The countess felt an almost uncontroll-
able desire to put forth her hand and
smite this calm, elegant woman, who sat
80 quietly facing her, and openly, though
with exasperating courtesy, defying her
and sneering at her, |

“Then you utterly refuse to enlighten
us regarding your antecedents, that we
may judge of the propriety of this union ?"’
she asked.

‘“Surely you would not think of mak-
ing such a requisition of Lady Ascott had
Lord Malcolm chosen one of her daugh.
ters; neither would you expect such in-
quiries to be made regarding Caroline.”

*Certainly not. It weuld be wholly
unnecessary.’’

“Why so?”

“Tbat is & very strange question, Ma-
dam Leicester,’”’ her ladyship answered,
haughtily, “when you know that their
position and Caroline’s is entirely un-
questionable.’’

“Indeed I’ madam said, with peculiar
emphasis ; “and why, may I ask, cannot
the same be said of my daughter 7"’

‘ Because nothing is known of you ; be
cause, beyond the six years of your resi.
dence here in London, your life is a seal-
ed book to every one but yourselves.”
“That is very true,” replied madam,
with scme bitterness of tone, and a spasm
of pain disturbing for a moment the calm
features. ‘“But,” she added, after a mo.
ment, ¢ who can point to a single incident
during our residence here which will in
any way reflect upon our respectability 7"
““That is all good, as far as it goes,’” her
ladyship returned, condescendingly ; “but
1t is necessary to go further back than
that to establish a position which would
qualify your daughter to marry a peer of
the realm.”

“Does it follow that, if one’s anteced-
ents are all that are proper and respecta-
ble, every succeeding generation will be
likewise ? Do all of the so-called nobility
of the present day lead upright, respecta.
ble lives ? do they honer their position or
even their manhood ?”

“No,” was the rather doubtful repiy.

“ Yet in point of position they are all
that is necessary, and no questions would
be asked of them before the suitableness
of & marriage would be acknowledged."
“No, but that is very different, you
know,” began her ladyship, hurriedly.
She felt that she was likely to be beaten
in the contest,

Madam Leicester dared to interrupt
her with better sarcasm.

“ Yes, very different ; you would rather
give your daughter to a knave or a fool
with an empty title attached to his name,
than to an honest, noble-hearted man
without one. Kenneth Malcolm and I
agree perfeotly upon the points of birth
and position. I know he is a nobleman ;
I know that my child is a pure, true
woman, and, feeling that they will make
each other happy, I have freely, gladly
given her to him, even though she may
bring him nothing but her true, loving
heart and spotless name. I do not mind
what the world will say of me or her; I
have lived too many years, and seen too
much of ifs emptiness and heartlessness
to care for it ; but if his lordship had been
a poor man instead of a peer, it would
have been all the same. And yet,’ she
concluded, her noble face lighting with a
gleam of pride, *“1 cannot say that | am
not happy that my child will occupy a
positlon which I know she is so well fitted
to grace.”

“Surely, Madam Leicester, you have a

great deal of assurance,” sneered the
countess, “and your views of caste are
very clear and logical.”
“ Please say no more to me about birth
or caste, your ladyship, for I assure you
that I know of more dishonor hanging over
some of the nobility of this city than can
ever possibly be imputed to any member
of my family by the most suspicious,”

“Then 1 am to tell his lordship, the
Earl of Durward, that you refuse him the
Information he desires,” Lady Durward
said, rising to go, and speaking with great
hauteur.

“You can tell his Lordship, the Earl of
Durward, that I not only refuse, but that
I also deny his right to seek it,”” madam
said, rising also, and calmly confronting
her visitor.

“ Then let me tell you that he will take
measures to prevent this wedding.”

“Let me assure you, Lady Durward,
tbat he cannot prevent it. The wedding
will take place three months from yester-
day, the day of the lover’s betrothal.”

The countess turned sick at heart at
this intelligence.

She had no idea that Kenneth would
thus basten his morriage, and hoped he
would wish to put it oft until he came
into his property, which would give them
ample time to form plans, and carry them
into execution. But this haste would up-

'set everything, and threatened to defeat

them utterly.

It galled her proud heart almost beyond
endurance to have this woman—this no-
body—this upstart, as she inelegantly
termed her—stand there, calm and un-
ruffied as the sea on a quiet midsummer’s
day, and queen it over her, trivmphing in
the conquest which her daughter had
made, and for which she would almoss
have been willing to sacaifice ten years of
her life to have had Caroline secure.

“ My husband will demand satisfaotory

“lay 1 ask what you mean by ‘such a f on!” she cried, hotly.

position as Miss Leicester occupies?’

l

“Demand is rather a strong word for

credentials before this marriage can go!
|
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your husband to use to me, your lady-
ship,”” madam said, her proud figure tower-
ing above Lady Durward in conscious
dignity ; “but you my tell him that—-"

“What ?"” demanded the countess, im.
patiently, as she hesitated; and, as she
glanced at her, she noticed that Madam
Leicester bad grown as white as alabaster,
and appeared slightly disturbed, as if by
some painful memory.

“You may tell him that there is more
of honor attached to my daughter's line-
age than he can ever hope will descend to
his children or yours.”

The words were uttered with a stern
distinctness and impressiveness which
made the countess shudder with a sudden
fear and dread,

“ What do you mean ?"" she demanded.
“ Who are you, to make such an assertion
as this?"’

“1 mean just what I have said, and of
the truth of my statement both you and
your husband will undoubtedly be con
vinced 1n due time. I wish you good-
day.'’

Madam had recovered her composure
entirely, and two very bright spots now
burned upon her cheeks as, with the ut-
most politeness, she bowed her defeated
guest out, and then returned to her ac-
customed duties.

Lady Durward returned to her home,
baflled at every point, and disturbed more
than she was willing to allow by madam’s
last words,

Was she some princess, duchess, or other
lady of high degree in disguise, she won-
dered ?

She had read of such things, and she
began to fear that there might be more in
Madam Leicester’s “ philosophy than she
had ever dreamed of,"

Certainly her manner, her bearing—
everything about her, in fact—testified to
her belonging to a different position than
that she at present occupied.

Could it be possible that Kenneth knew
something of this, and that was why he
was 80 independent in the matter? Could
it be that Nina herself had been conscious
of this when she assumed her proud and
haughty bearing in her presence at Lady
Bathurst's last night ?

How else would they dare assume such
8 manner, and be so overbearing? she
asked herself, in a rage, and a thousand
other questions, which did not tend to in
duce either calmness or good nature,

The earl's anger and mortification were
at a white heat when she reported to him
her interview and madam’s message to
him.

“Did she dare send me such a word as
this 7 he cried, bringing his hand down
upon the table with a force which made
everything upon it dance.

“She shall sweat for this,’’ he said ;
“mark my words, she shall sweat for this.
I will leave no stone unturned to bring
them down from their pedestal of pride
and arrogance. I will not be beaten by a
couple of weak, puling women.’

“You are mistaken there, my lord,”
said his wife ; * they are neither of them
weak or puling, and you will never win a
whine from their proud lips. You may
crush them, though 1 doubt it, but they
will die game, and you will never know
that you have hurt them.”

“ We'll see—~we’ll see,” replied his lord-
ship, with a look very much like that he
bad worn when years ago he had said to
that other lovely woman who had been
his wife :

“Love or no love, hearts or no hearts,
wife or no wife, I would stop at no lawful
means to gain my end.”

And so the days went by, full of hap
piness and glory for the lovers, who had
not a thought that the faintest cloud would
arise to obecure their sky, full of plotting
and planning for their ruin by Lord and
Lady Durward, and full of misery for
Caroline.

Ralph, who seemed of somewhae differ-
ent mold from the rest of the family,
stoutly stood up for Kenneth, and defend-
ed bim upon every occasion,

He boldly asserted, considerably to his
father’s anxiety for the future, that every
man bhad & right to choose his own wife.

If Nina had been a dairy-maid, he was
at liberty to marry her if he wanted to;
but for his part, he should full as soon
think that Kenneth was not good enough
for her, as that she was not fit to be his
wife,

He appeared sorry for Caroline’s evi-
dent disappointment, but asserted that
she might have done better than to let
herself get into such a passion over what
she could not help, and he further added
to her misery by declaring that he did not
believe Mina Leicester would have worn
her heart upon her sleeve for daws to peck
at, had she been in her place.

CHAPTER XVI.
THE ANONYMOUS NOTE.

For a week Caroline caused Lord and
Lady Durward great anxiety.

She seemed to have lost all interest in
everything.

She could not study or practice, she
would not read or drive, or even go out of
doors, but sat all day in a listless, sullen
attitude, brooding upon the sudden blight
which had fallen upon her life.

Then all at once there came a change—
some new impulse seized her, and she be-
came apparently cheerful, although not
by any means like her old merry self.

She took up her studies with new zest,
eagerly making up what she had lost dur-
ing her week of brooding, and then, to
the wonder of the whole family, she in.
sisted upon returning to Madam Leicester
to finish her course.

At first his lordship decidedly refused

sisted, saying that it mattered not who
her teacher was, provided the instruction
was good,

She sought her father one day, and had
a long and private talk with him, the re-
sult of which was that she came forth vic-
tor, and resumed her studies at madam’s
as usual,

For several days after her return she
did not meet Nina at all, for since the
wedding bad been arranged to take place
80 soon, Miss Leicester had withdrawn
from the schoolroom entirely, and was
busily engaged with matters pertaining to
her trouseau.

One morning, however, she encountered
Caroline as she entered the hall and was
passing to the school-room.

She greeted her kindly and pleasantly,

a3 1f she had no remembrance of the pas- _
sionate and insulting language which she s

had heaped upon her at their last meet-
ing.

Caroline returned ber greeting with ap-
parent cordiality, although she did not ap-
pear to notice Nina's outstretched hand,

As the young bride-elect passed on, and
was about ascending the stairs, she sud-
denly arrested her.

¢ Miss Leicester,’”’ she said, whiie the |

color burned hotly in her cheeks, “ | want
to apologize to you for the wild, rude
words which I uttered the night of
Lady Bathurst's bail. They were spoken
under great excitement, and | would like
you to forget them, if you can.”’

ward ?

to allow her to do so, but she wilfully per. |

C—

Nina could hardly credit her sensesl

|

|
l

as she listened ; but, concealing her
astonishment, she replied, hertily :

“Oh, Caro! T am so glad to know
that you did not really mean what you
said; but I have never remembered
them against you, and T am only too
glad that we are to be friends once
more.”

“Thank you; but I did not think
you would care to be my friend any
more,” she returned, without meeting
her eye,

“Indeed I do care, dear. I have
always been strangely interested in you
ever since you entered mamma’s school.
Now let us shake hands over the past
and bury the hatchet forever out of
sight,” Nina said, laughing, and fraukly
holding out her hand.

But Caroline’s books suddenly took a
notion to slip, and she had both hands
full trying to save them from falling to
the floor.

Nina bent forward with a quick,
graceful motion, and before Caroline
could comprehend her motive, she had
touched her flushed brow with her cool,
dewy lips, leaving a light kiss there.

“There,” she said, brightly, “you
cannot shake hands with your arms so
full, but that shall cancel everything.”

“Thark you,” again murmured Caro-
line, a strange light leaping iuto her
eyes, while her whole face was now dyed
deepest crimson at the unexpected caress.

“T shall not be in the school-room
any more,” Nina went on, with a slight
blush, *“ but I should like it if you would
run up to my boudoir whenever you
feel inclined and have time, will you ?’

“May 17" Caroline exclaimed, the
strange light deepening in her black
eyes,

“Yesz, indeed ; do not stand upon
ceremony at all, just run up any time.
Now I must go, for Mlle. Mantan is
waiting for me.” ,

With a bright, kind smile, Nina turn-
ed away and tripped lightly up stairs,
leaving her foe vanquished.

Not so, for scarcely had she disap-
peared when Caroline Durward's face
grew dark and vengeful.

She lifted one hand, which seemed as
if locked in a convulsion, so fiercely was
it clenched, and shook it after the re-
treating form of the happy, innocent
girl.

Her eyes burned with the fire of a
fury, and a grim smile, not pleasant to
see in one so young, curled her red lips

“I'll teach you to cross my path and
thwart my dearest hopes,” she whispered,
as she turned toward the school-room.

Before the week was out she visited
Nina in her own rooms  She found her
deep in the mysteries of bridal finery,
and busy in directing the three sewing-
girls, whose rapid figures were fast
fashioning the dainty robes in which she
was to stand before the altar and plight
her vows to the noble man who was to
be her husband.

If Caroline suffered she gave no sign.

Not a cloud disturbed the cheerful
ness of her face, as she saw these evi.
dences of the fulfillment of & contract
which would envelope her life in dark-
ness.

On the contrary, she appeared deeply
interested in everything, praised the
beauty and taste displayed, now and
then suggesting little changes which
Nina seemed to appreciate and adopted,
and even went so far as to assist in the
arrangement of some trimmings upon
some of the dresses.

She made herself so entertaining and
agreeable that, to all appearances, the
scene in the little alcove at Bathurst
House was entirely forgotten by both,
and the pleasantest relations existed be-
tween them.

Madam Leicester alone seemed a little
troubled by this new state of affairs, but
she said nothing, and her disapproval, if
such it was, was only betrayed by a grave
thoughtfulness whenever she chanced to
meet Caroline in her daughter’s rooms.

One day the two girls were sitting
alone in Nina's boudoir, when | rvant
came in and handed her a not o ot

At the sight of the handwriting on
the outside she suddenly flushed, then
appeared somewhat agitated.

After reading it, she seemed down-
cast and sad, and Caroline noticed that
every few moments the tears would start
to her eyes.

She watched her with the eyes of a
lynx, and wondered what the contents
of that note could have been to have
caused this sudden sadness in the midst
of 8o much joy.

Soon after, Nina was called to the
sewing-room to give her opinion regard-
ing some item of her travelling suit.

She left the note lying upon her dres-
sing-table under her handkerchief. 1In
a moment Caroline had pounced upon
it, and devoured its contents with one
sweep of her keen eyes.

There were only these few words, bat
to the jealous, suspicious girl, they con-
tained a word of meaning :

“ Darling, meet me at eight to-night
in the vine arbor.—Lous.”

When Miss Leicester returned Caro-
line was still busy, sitting where she fad
left her, sewing some elegant fringe upon
a rich silk, but her hands trembled so
that she pricked her figures at every
stitch.

*“Caro, are you not tired?”” Nina
asked, noticing the trembling hands.

“ Ob, no ; and is not this going to be
beautiful 7’ she replied, calming herself,
and holding up the elegant dress for her
to note the effect of the trimming.

“Itis indeed, dear, and you are very
kind to be so interested in everything,”
Nina said, appreciatively.

Caroline replied by a quick, harsh
laugh, thrown for an instant off her
guard.

The sound seemed to grate on the ear
of the young bride-elect, and she turned
a searching, anxious look upon her com-
panion.  But she only saw a bright,
eager face bent over her work, while the
little hands flew back and forth among
the lustrous folds of heavy silk.

“I always enjoyed handling rich and
beautiful things,” she said, after a mo-
ment, looking up and meeting Nina's
anxious gaze,

“You are very skillful in the WS of
your needle.  Who taught you to sew !”

“No one ; I think it must come na-
tural to me, like everything else which
I take a notion todo.”

“ Do you always enjoy doing what-
ever you ‘take a notion’ to do?” Nina
asked, smiling.

“No. Why do you ask " was the
quick reply.

‘“ Because 1 think sewing is rather a
monotonous employment ; but you wark
upon that dress as if your whole heart
was in it.”

“Do 1! I was not aware that ] had
betrayed so much pleasure ; but really I
cannot tell you how much satisfaction |
have taken in working upon it to-day.”

There was a double meaning in her
words, and she turned to pick up the
timble she had purposely dropped, in
order to hide the gleam of malice which
burned in her eyes.

A little while after she saw Nina 20
to the dressing-table, read the note again,
and then twist it up into the smallest

possible compass, and cast it into the.
waste-basket. . !

This was what she had been waiting
and hoping for. Watching her oppor-
tunity when Nina passed into her cham-
ber, she made & errand to that part of
the room, rescued the precious bit of
paper’ and thrust it into her bososa.

Not long after she might have been
scen wending her way homeward, new

Could this girl apologizing so humbly | hope beawing from her “face, and the
 be the proud, high-spirited Caroline Bur-

light of an evil triumph shinning in her
eyes, ;

e ——————————— —

At eight o'clock that evening a figure,
tall and regal, and wrapped in a long,
dark cloak, might have been seen steal-
ing from the area door of Madam Leice-
ster’s house into the garden. It glided
along beside the building to a tasteful
little arbor covered with trailing vires.

It was Nina Leicester !

At the entrance to the arbor stood
another figure, tall and manly, and of a
somewhat military aspect. He opened
his arms as Nina reached him, and fold-
ed her to his breast with a suppressed
cry of gladuness ; their lips met, and the
sound of a kiss echoed on the still night
air.

Then he drew her within the arbor,
where they sat conversing for an hour
or more in whispers.

Only once did a distinguishable sound
disturb the stillness.

Then there was the sound of sobbing,
and Nina's tones said :

“Oh, Louis, Louis ! T believe it will
break my heart ; but it cannot be help-
ed now.”

And the answer came, in low, sooth-
er tones :

“There is only one way darling "' —
the rest of the sentence died away in a
whisper ; and then Nina said, in accents
of fear :

“ No, no; that would never do.
must wait and be patient.”

At the end of an hour Nina Leicester
stole back to the house the same way
she had come, but she went weeping all
the way.

The manly figure passed out at the
other end of the arbor, walked lightly
to a little gate among the shrubbery,
opened it, passed out, and was gone.

A few minutes later another figure
crept stealthily into view from the shade
of a fir-tree not far from the arbor, look-
ed around a moment as if it feared being
observed, then stole like a shadow from
the place.

The next day Kenneth received the
following note, written in a cramped,
irregular hand -

“ Nina Leicester is an 1mmpostor, and
a false-hearted woman. Watch her
carefully, or she will ruin your life.”

“It is false, like everything else
anonymous,” he said, as he dashed the
obnoxious note angrilly into the fire.

Yet it stung him, and rankled in his
heart all the evening.

He wondered who the writer could
have been.

His thoughts turned involuntarily to
Caroline, but he put the suspicion away
from him as an injustice to her.

“No,” he said ; “she would not do
such a mean thing as to send me an
anonymous letter.  Besides, she could
have no motive, for she and Nina are
firm friends now.”

He had yet to learn how much of
meanness and treachery can be covered
up by a friendly exterior.

It was not until he had again seen
his betrothed, and been calmed by the
charm of her pure, innocent ways, and
looked into her clear, loving eyes, in
which he read only truth and the fond-
est affection for himself, that the stine

You

was entirely removed, and he called him-
self a fool for having given the least
attention to the vile imputation cast
upon her.

(To be continued.)

The History of Hundreds.

Mr. John Morrisor of St. Anns, N. S,
was so seriously afflicted with a disease
of the kidneys that dropsy was develop-
ing and his life was despaired of. Two

him after physicians had failed.

Husband—*“ I have been making my
will, dear. Leaving you everything,
with—ah—full power to remarry.” Wife

— Oh, darling, never!” Husband—
“Yes, love. And (with a sardonic

chuckle) in that case 1 shall feel assured
that there will be at least one who will
daily deplore my death !”

“ Look here, you mustn't beat your
wife like,”” said a neighbor to a country
man who was caressing his better half
with a barrel stave. “ Why not? I
guess I have a right to,” replied the
wife-beater. “ Why s0?’ “ Because 1
am a saloon-keeper and have a lick-her
license.”

Military ballooning has now reached
such a stage in Eungland that under-
officers are being trained in balloon
steering. Two sergeants have just been
awarded certificates attesting their effi-
ciency in this art.

Thirteen is an unlucky number at a
boarding-house table where there is
only dinner enough for twelve.

Christmas is the only holiday in the
year that brings the whole human family
into eommon cummunion.

e

The ** Favorite Prescription.”

Dr. R. V. Pierce of Buffalo, N. ; &
whose name has become known over the
world through his success as a physician,
and especially through the reputation of
his “Golden Medical Discovery,” has
done a good work in preparing an es-
pecial remedy for the many distressing
troubles classed as “female weaknesses.”
It is known as the * Favorite Prescrip-
tion.” Uurder its administration all the
pelvic organs and strengthened, and the
woman becomes that embodiment of
health and beauty which God intended
her to be.

o

|

|

Absolutely Pure.

This Eowder never varies. A marvel of purity
strengin and wholesomeness, More economi-
cal than the ordinary kinds, and eannot be sold
lu competition with the maltitude of Jow test,
short weight. alum or phosphate pawderg, Sold
only in cans. RoYAL BAKING POWDER Co. 106
Wall street. New York.

Thoroughly cleanse the blood, which is the
fountain of health, by using Dr, Pierce’s Gold-

en Medical Discovery, and good digestion, a
fair skin, buoyant spirits, vital strength, ana
soundness of coustitution will be egtablished.

Golden Medical Discovery cures all humors,
i from the common pimple, bloteh, or eruption,
to the woust Revafula, or blood-poison. [s-

eially bas it '{:rnvu., its eflicacy in curing
Salt-rhevm or Tetter, Fever-sopes, Hin-joint
Discase, Scrofulous Sores and Rwellfngs, En-
larzed Glands, and Fating Ulcers,

Golden Medieal Dizcovery cures ( ‘onsump-
tion (which is Scrofula of the Lungs), by its
wonderful blood-purifving, invigorating, and
nutritive properties. For Weak Lungs, Spit- |
ting of Blood, Shortness of Breath, Bronchitis,
Scverce Coughs, Asthma, and kindred affec-
tious, [* '3 a sovereign remedy. [t promptly
oures the séveiesl Comehs. |

For Torpid Liver, @muousgezy or * Liver §
Complaint,” Dyspepsia, and fnd’gosuo:-. it i3
an unequalled remedy, Sold by drugygists. |
DR. PIERCE’S PFLLETS — Anti. |

Bilious and Cathartiec. |
2. a vial, by druggists.

Express from Sussex,............. S$.35a.m.
S| Accommodation, .................. 1.30 p.m
g R R S 7.20p, m,

bottles of Burdock Blood Bitters cured |

The First Sign

Of failing health, whether in the form of
Night Sweats and Nervousness, or in a
sense of General Weariness and Loss of
Appetite, should suggest the use of Aver's
Sarsaparilla. This preparation is most
effective for giving tone and strength
to the enfeebled system, promoting the
digestion and assimilation of food, restor-
ing the mervous forces to their normal
condition, and for purifying, enriching,
and vitalizing the blood.

Failing Health.

Ten years ago my health began to fail.
I was troubled with a distressing Cough,
Night Sweats, Weakness, and Nervous-
ness. I tried various remedies prescribed
by different physicians, but became so
weak that I could not go up stairs with-
out stopping to rest. My friends recoms-
mended me to try Aver's Sarsaparilla,
which I did, and I am now as healthy and
strong as ever.— Mrs., E. L. Williams,
Alexandria, Minn.

I have used Aver's Sarsaparilla, in my
family, for Secrofula, and Kknow, if it is
tuken faithfully, that it will thoroughly
eradicate this terrible disease. I have also
prescribed it as a tonic, as well as an alter-
ative, and must say that [ honestly believe
it to be the best blood medicine ever
compounded. — W. F. Fowler, D, D. S.,
M. D., Greenville, Tenn.

Dyspepsia Cured.

It would be impossible for me to de-
scribe what I sutfered from Indigestion
and Headaclie up to the time 1 began
taking Ayer's Sareaparilla. I was under
the care of various physicians and tried
& great many Kinds of medicines, but
never obtained more than temporary re-
lief. After taking Ayer’s Sarsaparilla for
a short time, my headache disuppeared,
and my stomach performed its duties more
perfectly. ’I‘o-dlzl_v my health is com-
pletely restored.—Mary Harley, Spring-
field, Mass.

I have been greatly benefited by the
prompt use of Aver's Sarsaparilla. It
tones and invigorates the system. regulates
the action of the digestive and assimilative
organs, and vitalizes the blood. It is.
without doubt, the most reliable blood
ggg‘iﬁer yet discovered.— H. D. Johnson,

Atlantic ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Ayers Sarsaparilla,

Prepared by Dr.J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Maas,
Price 81; six bottles, 5.

86 Winter Mgement 81

On and after MONDAY, November
22nd, 1886. the Trains of this Railway
will run daily, (Sunday excepted) as
Sfollows :

Trains will leave St. John. :

I IR 6 hococin e vnneiian 730a.m
Accommodation,............ ..... 11.20a. m
EXpress for Sussex.............. 4.35 p.m.

Express for Halifax & Quebec, 610 p.m.

$#a. A Sleeping Car runs daily on the 6.10
P. M. Train to Halifax.

On TUEsDAY, THURSDAY and SATURDAY, a
Sleeping Car for Montreal will be attached 10
the Quebee Express, and on MoNDAY, WEDNES-
DAY und FRIDAY, a Sleeping Car will be attach-
ed at Moncton.

Trains will arrive at St. John
Express from Halifax & Quebee, 7.00a.m.

2%~ All Trains are run by Eastern Standard
time.
D. POTTINGER,
Chief Superintendent.
RAILWAY OFFICE,
Moncton, N, B., Nov, 17th, 1586.

“_‘ — —— :Avv_._

BRUNSWICK

RAILWAY C0.

Arrangement of Trains--—In
effect October 24th, 1886.

[

LEAVE FREDERICTON :

(&astern Standard Time )

700 A. Mm.—~Express for St. John, and inter-
medate points,
9 00 A. Mm.—For Fredericton Junetion, and for
McAdam Junection, and St. Stephen,
Vancetoro. Bangor, Portland, Boston and
all points West; St. Andrews, Houlton,
Woodstock, Presque Isle, Grand Falls,
Edmundston, and all points North. |
110 P. M.—For Fredericton Juuetion, and for

It

— . — e I~ e~

EBEN MILLER & GO,

BUILDERS OF

FINE CARRIAGES,

King Street,

Fredericton, N. B

Concord Wagons,

Brewster Wagons,

These Shifting Tops have no rival
requires only one person to ta

’ersons ordering
P
These Tops were awarded a Di

- Piano Box Wagons,
Miller Spar Wagons, - White Chapel Wagons, | Top Phatons,
' Cronin Wagons,

» A8 a glance at the cut will show for itself
ke it off or p.at it on, and when off no one would
I'een on, as no unsightly ends are sticking out.
he put on any carriage in use,

they have th)s Rail, as it will b

When the Top is on it is as firm as a rock,
Buggies
greatly to their interes

pPloma at the Provineial Exhibition in October, 1380

Particular attention grentoorders. Repawring done inthe best m

o lver's Wagons

Open Phatons,

Sole Manufacturers of Miller’s Patent Shifting Rail.

; 1t 18 s0 simpie,
think a To
t can
tor Canopy Top Carriages should see that

rtr, and at the shortest notice

Price List.—BUGGY TOPS, $32 to $50; CANOPY, $15 to $25
Patented in Canada, March 31st, 1877, and in the United States, Dec. 10th, 1878
2" ALL WORK WARRANTED, &

FEBEN MILLER & CO

These machines can be had at the following omces,

Frederictom, N.B, Newcastle. Mir michi, N.B,, Chatham,
Glomcester Co., N. B.,, Campleton, Restigouche Co,, N.

5" Agents wanted for P. E.

CALL AND SEE THE

NEW “RAYMOND,”

With Large Improved Arm, at

. M'CATHERIN’'S SALES ROOM.
Pheniz Square, Fredericton, N B

vizi—

Mirmiebi, N. B, Bathurss
B., St. Stephen, N. B.

Island and Noya Scota, 83

D. McCATHERIN,
Manager for Maritime Provinces

W Address all communications P, O. Box 162, l"relencton, N. B.
Fredericton, May 1R, 1x88

To Chwawches of all Denominations
in the County of York, or else-
where.

Il" you reqnire a FIRsT CrLAss ORGAN for
Chureh or School purposes, you can procure
one at FIRST COST, by applying to

JOHN RICHARDS.
W/ Write for Ilinstrated Catalogues.

HAY
FOR SALE.

HE SUBSCRIBER will keep constantly on
hand and for sale, the best quality of Hay
from Carleton County,

JORN WALLACE,
IN REAR OF
D. McCatherin’s Sewing Machine

Rooms, Pheenix Square.
Fredericion December 1, 1386—1f

Shorthand Instruction.

Scovil System of Practical
Stenography.

URING the winter months, I propose giving
instruction in shorthand to a limited nume
ber of pupils. In that period a student who will
apply himself or herself, can easily acquire saf-
ficient spe«d, (100 words per minute,) for amanu-
} ensis or merecantile purposes. One or {wo les-

| 8ons per week, as the pupil may desire, will be

given. Lessons given by mail it necessary.
Those wishing to undertake this useful and en-
Jovable study, will please communicate with
me personally or by muail,

FRANK H. RISTEEN,
Supreme Court Stenographer.
P. O. Box 222, Fred.ricton.
November 24, 1836,

St. Jonn, and points Kast.
ARRIVE AT FREDERI{CTON

11 35 A M —~From Fredericton Junection
from St John, and all points East,

3 35 P. M,—From FKredericton Junmction, and
from Vanceboro, Baugor, Portland, Bos-
ton, and all points West; St. Andrews, St.
Stephen, houlten, Woodstock, Presque
Isle, Grand Kalls, and points North,

6 40 P. M.—Express trom St. John, and inter-
mediate points,

LEAVE GIBSON :

7 W A. M.—Express for Woodstock and points
North.

ARRIVE AT GIBSON :
4 30 P. M.-Express from Woodstock, and points

Nortn,
F. W. CRAM,
H. D. McLEOD, Gen’l Manager.
Sup’t Southern Division.
J. F. LEAVITT,

Gen’l Pass, and Ticket Agent,
St. John, N, B, October 20, 1886

, and |

DR. G. W. SMITH,

ALBION HOTEL,

Fredericton, N. B.,

CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN !

IS marvelous power whilst in trance of dis-

cribing the physieal condition and disease
of a patilent, either personally or by lock of hair
with snch unfailing aceuraey, is remarkable.

All Hair may be sent trom any distance by
letter, and should be cut close to the head, and
not handled if possible by any persor but the
patient., 8 me of his most successful cases
were throughout, treated by a lock of Hair; in
~ome instances sent from Nova Scotia and from
dixtant parts ot the Province,

Inclose $2,00 with lock of Hair giving name
and address, and I wili give you an examination
and prescription, or examination $1.00,

Examination yersonally or by Hair, 50 cents,
or by Huir sent by letter with tee, $1.00,

2 Mention this paper,

s T FALLY
Dry_Ggods

OWEN SHARKEY'S.

' 1886.

FALL 1886,

WM. JENNINCS,

MERCHANT TAILOR,

Is now showing a

LARGE and VARIED

ASSORTMENT

of the following Gocds, suitable for
this season’s trade.

MELTON NAP,

Chinchilla and Worsted

OVERCOATINGS,

in Plain and Faney Colors.

BEAVERS axp PILOTS, FANCY
TROUSERINGS,

Also, a nice selection of English
and Scotch Suitings, in all the latest

patterns.
WM. JENNINGS.

Fredericton, Septe mber 15, 1856.

BURNED OUT,
BUT STILL ALIVE |
HE Subscribers, thankful for past favors, beg

T toinform the public that they are again to
work at the old stand, where they will be plesaged
to see theur old friends and as IMAany new ones as
wish to eall,

We have now on hand for purechssers to seleet
from, a good assortment of

CARRIAGES.

which widl be seld Cheaper than the Cheapest.

Ladies’ Dress Goods,

in various Styles, Textures, Shades, and at all
prices—suitable for t'all or Winter wear,
Wool Squares, Wool Jerseys,
Ulsters Mantles Fur Caps,
Capes and Trimmings,

Sk ts, Corsets, Hose and Gloves, etpo. dle.

Ulster Cloths, Mantle Cloths.

4 " Rearfs and Tles, Suitings, Cretones, Prints
Wool Flanne's, Cottons, Swandowns, Dickl s
Towellings, Table Linens, Snirtings,

BLANKETS,

In Grey, White. Blue and Garnet. Wool, Hemp
and Bruseels Carpets, Floor and Table Oil
Cloths. Men’s Youths’ and Boys’

CLOTHING,

In Ulsters, Overcoats, Reefers, Coats, Pants,
Vests, Shirts, Drawers, Searts, Collars, Ties,
Braces, Fur Caps, in Astraean, Persian Lamb,
Haltle Seal and Cooney. Knitted Wool Gloves,
Kid Gloves and Mitts Canadian and Scotch
Tweeds, Worsted Coatings, and Furnishing
Goods. Hats, Caps, Trunks and Valise. Horse
Blankets. A large stock of

Sleizgh Robes.

Prices as low as the lowest in the irade.
2% Remnants of all Kinds always on hand,

__ OWEN SHARKEY.
STOVES. STOVES.

F you wani 2 Stove at a Low Price, either
l Cook, Hail or Parlor, call at NEILL'S HARD.

We are also prepared to make to order from
the best stock and good work ranship, any
style or mage of Carriages reguired,

¥~ Repairing in all its branches attended to
with neatness and despaten,

COOPER & PINDER.

Fredericton, April 14, Ix88,

—————

ITFERS.

:'JB-
e IRV,

WILL CURE OR RELIEVE

EILIOUSNESS, DIZZINESS,
DYSPEPSIA, DROPSY,
INDIGESTION, FLUTTERING
JAUNDICE. OF THE HEART,
ERYSIPELAS, ACIDITY OF
SALT RHEU!J, THE STOMAC,
HEARTBURN, DRYNESS
HEADACHE, OF THE 8X1:1,
e Ny g h o R B
BOWELS OR BLOOD, ;
T. MILBURN & 0., Proerietrs.

Hand Hammered Axes.

JUST RECEIVED:
HE Celebrated Rixford Axe,

which j
best Axe In Canada. Try one, ™.

WARE NTORE, opposite the County Court
House. Remember the old stand,

'

7. R. EVEREIT.

MPHREYS’

S Manual of all

By . HUMPHREYS, M. D.
RICHLY BOUND IN

: CLOTH and GOLD
MAILEDFREE—SEXD STAMP.
- 2 ——
L7577 OF PRINCIPAL NOS. CURES PRICE.
3 .J.ji‘;-\ rs, (:qngeuti_on. Inflammations... .25
T S8V orma, W orm Fever, Worm Colie.... .25
3 ryias Celie, or Testhing of 1nfants. .28
£EfDiarriiea, ot Children or Adults...... .28
3 Dﬁm‘l:;v.'x . Criping, Bilious Colie.... .2
GiChelera Morh s, Vomiting.......... .
3 Coughs, Coild, Lironchitis 2
N
ig
A

-

Vhooping ('onzh, Violent Conghs. .

-~

seneral Mtebiliiy, Physical Weakness
Kidney BDiseass .........

. ——r——o
*1G8Dyspepsia, Bilious Stomach.......... .25
11 nq”»rcswd or Painful Periods..... .23
1 28 Whites, too Profuse Periods. ......... .25
1i 28Croup, (Cough, Diffienlt Breathing.... .28
i1-43Salt Rhenm, Ilrysinelas, Ernptions. . 23
15]Rheumiat -, Kieumatic Pains...... .2
16dFever =nd A e, Chills, Malaria. ... "
173Piles, Blind «r Rleeding...... ... ... .
i54Catarrh, Intlaenza, Cold in the Hoad .

gl

2

i

C o

wib
-

&g

u-

Nervous Bebiiity .o 0
Urinary Weakness, Wetting Bed...
Diseases of the Fieart, Palpitation..1

8
B2 T &M

L —
PECIFICS.

- -
ww-m ATV, T S "

Noid by Drasgists, nf postpaid on receipt of
DI —RUMPHERYS ME DL 00 (0. 169 Fulton St. K.Y,

ROSSMORE, L. 0. L., No. 21,

Meets at Orange Hall, Gibson, on the first and
second TUESDAY'’S of each mouth, at 7.3 P, M,

" Visiting brethren cordially welcomed.
LIKUT.-COL. HEWITSON, W M.,
WILLIAM ROSSBORUUGH, Rec.-8ec'y

Sept. 20—1y.

Corsets, Bustles and Skirts,
IURT OPENED—3 cases Corsets, S8kirts and
»J) Bustles of superior quality, direct from the
manuitactory. Prices very low—Cash.

S. NEALIS.

ANTED ;i Sentlemen to tabe
R TSR

o a day easily 'm%:%

t
Work sent by mail. Nocanvassing. Stead
gtamp a-o

2

lovment Furniched. Address with
'F'G. CO., 204 Vine St., C

TRUNKS AND VALSES,

JUST OPENED:
HE best and eheapest assortment of Trunks

T and Vallxes and Satchels. yet offered to the
public. Please call and examine,

S. NEALIS.

May %6

Piano and Organs.

NE very superior 7 1.3 Octave UARE
PIANO ; v,

TWO high toned double reed ORGANS, »

The above instruments are first class in every
particular, and will be sold at a sacrifice to clear,

Apply to
JOBN RICHARDS.

WORM POWDERS.

Are pleasant to take. Contain their own
Purgative. Is a safe, sure, and effectaal
destroyer ¢t worms in Children or Adults

"BELL”

EAPT

5 Unapproached for
=  Tone and Quality,
UES FREE.

BELL & (0., Guelpb, 0nt.

— e

NOW LANDING:
45 Bbls.

PLATE BEEF.

For Sale 1.ow.

i F. RANDOLPH & SON,

Fredericton, A pril 7,

m

ADVERTISERS

can learn the exact cost
of any proposed line of
advertising in American
papers by addressing
Geo. P. Rowell & Co,,

Newspaper Advertising Bureau,

10 Spruce St.,, New York.
Send 10cts. for 100-Page Pamphiet



