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Confidence in the Future.

The Parliamentary correspondent of
the Montreal Star in writing to his
paper from Ottawa, says he finds thatin
conversation with the Government’s sup-
portors, a remarkable feeling of confi-
dence as to the result of the next appeal
to the country. They say the party has
never been so strong, so active and so
full of faith as at the present moment
and they await with calmness the battle
of words during the next few weeks.
An incident in the proceedings in the

Commons is probably without a parallel |
in the history of Parliamentary govern- |

ment. It is the fact that every one of
the six new members introduced, is a
supporter of the Ministry, which has
held office for nearly eight years, and
finds itself at the close of that long term,
numerically as strong as when it suc-
ceeded to power. The members intro-
duced were Hon. Messrs. White, Thomp-
son and Foster and Messrs. Everett and
Barker of St. John, and Ward of East
Durham. It is needless to say that they
were enthusiastically greeted. The bye-
elections of the recess resulted in a gain
of two seats to the Government, Anti-
gonish and St. John city and county,
the former represented by Hon. Mr.
Thompson and the latter by Mr. Everett.
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A Clever Minister.

The new Minister of Justice in the
Dominion Government, Hon. J. S. D.
Thompson, seems already to have made
a most favorable impression in the House
of Commons, and those best able to
judge, assert that he will be a tower
of strength to the Government Mr.
Thompson has not yet made a set speech
in Parliament, but the other day in the
introduction of two bills, he left the con-
viction on the minds of his fellow mem-
bers, that he will take front rank in
Parliament. He spoke with judicial de-
liberation and clearness, and when inter-
rogated by Mr. Blake on certain points
responded in a way which showed that
he knew exactly what he was about.
The other ministers listened to him with
much attention while he was speaking,
and were looking quite complacent when
he got through. Mr. Thompson has lit-
tle mannerism while addressing the
House. His chief one is swaying his
head and shoulders from one side to the
other with almost mathematical regular-
ity as he speaks, and his favorite atti-
tude is, with his left hand in his trous-
ers’ pocket, and his right hand resting
on the desk. Mr. Thompson is of me-
dium height, stout, dark complexioned,
with small, keen, restless eyes, and rather
severe cast of face. He has been Pre-
mier and Attorney-General of Nova
Scotia, and a Judge of the Supreme
Court, but is yet only forty-one years
old. There is a bright future for Mr.
Thompson.

e el -G OO e e

The Government Arraigned.

A Clever and Exhaustive Sneech in
the Assembly by Mr. Wetmore.

Gross, Extravagance and Corruption
Exposed.

How Messrs. Blair & Co, dispose of
the Public Funds.

Their False Professions of Economy
ably Reviewed.

(8tenographed for the Farmer by Mr. ¥. . Risteen.)

Mr. Wetmore, M. P, P. for York and
leader of the Opposition in the House of
Assembly, in replying to the Budget speech
of Hon. Mr. McLellan said : —

Mr, Speaker ; I think the Provincial Secre-
tary may congratulate himself on one fact,
that is he has not given so far as his remarks
concerned gentlemen on this side of the
House, very many more points than are to be
found in the printed statements laid before
the House. As he did last year, he has gone
over the estimates, added and subtracted
here and there and told the House what the
expenditures have been, when hon. gentlemen
could have arrived at the same results if he
had not spoken at all. I do not deeire to
make remarks tending to the idea of * blue
ruin,” and that the statement of the Govern-
ment is not satisfactory. 1 would much
rather, if I could, endorse the Government
and point out to the courtry that we have
reason to be satisfied with the manner in
which the public affairs are being conducted.
Could I consistently do so, I would be pleased
to state to this House that the financial con-
dition of the country is satisfactory, but, Sir,
I feel if I did so I would be false to my trust
and state that which was not true. The fact
is, Sir, that we will have tc hold our hand in
the manner in which we are expending the
public moneys in the country or in a short
time the Province will be planged into hope-
less bankruptcy. Retrenchment in our ex-
penditures will have to be made or this
country will soon be unable to mest the
enormously increased demands upon it, unless
we resort to direct taxation. 1 would be
eorry to see the day come when we would be
obliged to do so0, because I believe the people
of this country would leok upon it with great
disatisfaction. But the manner in which
the present Government have been adminis-
tering the finances of this Province, leads me
to the unavoidable conclusion, that eventualiy
that will, of necessitv, be the result. The:
Provincial Secretary’'s statement that the
public money should be expended in such a |
manner and in such eervices as would do the
most good, commends itself to the minds of
everv member who heard it. Bat, Sir, I re-
gret to say the Government have not expend-
ed the money in the way that it would do
most good, nor in which the best services
would be met, Before taking up the Public
Accounts to poiat out

THE DEPLORABLE POSITION THE COUNTRY
OCCUPIES,

I desire to make a few comments upon some
of the observations which have dropped from
my hon. friend the Provincial Secretary. He
has alluded to the large amount this country
is called upon to pay for interest upon ite
funded debt, and in special terms to the fact
that a large proportion of it was not t> the
creditors of this Government. The hon. gen-
tleman is correct. No doubt, Mr, Speaker, a
large amount of the indebtedness of this
eountry is due to the Lobster Act passed by
the late Government, but, Sir, it is a matter
I think this House will not question, that the
works provided for in that Act are works
called for by the country, and I will venture
to say that there is no man on the floors of
this House who will rise and say that the
money has been improperly expended. As
far as that Act has been acted upon it has
given general satisfaction, It is worthy of
notice, that with the exception of the hon,
Provincial Secretary and possibly the Soli-
citor-General, every member of the present
(Government who occupied a seat on the floor
of the House at the time that Act was pass-
ed voted for it. And I will venture to say,
sir, though these gentlemen may have opposed
it, that not one of them will stand up on the
floors of this House and say that that ex-

nditure was not in the interests of the

|

country. They cannot say therefore that it

wes the work of the late Govercment. They
cannot say tbat the late Government put

* upon this country an expenditure which they

ought not to haye put upon it, because if
they thought the expenditure was improper
they should have risen in their places and
voted against it. The Provincial Secretary
" has referred to the position in which our
' stumpage and funds received from territorial
revenue is placed. He has admitted, and
necessarily o, that there has been a large
falling off in that sourse of revenue. It is a
matter for the consideration of this House
whether that particular department which
has the command and management of the re-
sources of revenue from which this money is
derived, has managed the affairs of the
country properly. It has been stated during
this session and during another session as
well, that the Government in the manage-
ment of the Crown lands have not been suc-
cesful, and it might be a matter for the con-
sideration of hon. members whether the fall-
ing off in revenue in this department has not
been largely due to the

|

MISMANAGEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT,

The hon. gentleman who introduced the
budget speech here, has stated that the
falling off in revenue in that respect, has been
largely due with fact that not so much bark
has been produced as heretofore. With the
experience, limited though it is, that [ have
had in the lamber busingss and timber tran-
sactions, it is surprisingffo me that it has not
fallen off more, conside®ng the larze amount
of duties put upon the making of bark; it is
surprising to me that persons can go upon the
Crown Lands st all and derive a margin of
profit from the operation. Iam not sarprised
that the falling off is admitted, and I thiok
it ought to be a warning to the Government.
I think the time has come when, if the Gov-
ernment have any vestige of regard for the
interests of the people, they should listen to
the voice of the Opposition members. A few
days ago, we placed a resolution before the
House asking for a redaction of the stumpage
duty and different management, in respect to
the licenses issued. And what did we find ?
We saw gentlemen riss in their places, express
themselves in favor of our contention, state
that they believed in a reduction of the
stumpage, that they believed the system of
granting licenses was incorrect, but these con-
sistent, independest gentlemen at the same
time stated virtually in the House, that they
would rather see the lumber interest suffer,
the great staple trade of this country brought
down to the lowest depths, than to see the
Government defeated. While they stood
here and endorsed every rhyme and every
word in the resolution, they voted it down
because they were prepared to stand by the
Government and what the Government could
give them, rather than vote in the true in-
terest of the people of this country. (App)
My hon. friend has also alluded to the Deat
and Dumb Institutions in the country, Now,
gir, as a matter of course the mouey appro-
priated heretofore by the Province, and which
the Government proposs to appropriate this
year in support of these institutions, no doubt
will meet with the approval of every hon.
member. It certainly will with mine. Bat,
gir, by way of suggestion and not of finding
fault, at all, it seems to me that if we can,
in this Province, get an institution which is
provincial, that it would be better for us to
expend our money in building up and adding
to that institution rather thanj

SENDING IT OUT OF THE COUNTRY.

It may be that the Halifax Institution has
advantages over any of ours here, and in
view too of its situation with respect to
certain parts of the Province, that for the
present, some aid should be given to that
Institution, but it would be advisable that the
Government should, if possible, try to build
up the Institutions we have in the country,
80 as to enable us to vote our money for their
aid, Again, there have been some papers
laid on the tables of hon. members with re-
gard to the Institution at Fredericton. Let
me say here, that as far as those papers are
concerned, I look upon them with very great
suspicion, and that I do not believe a word
of them. Bat at the same time what do we
find® We find statements made in those
affidavits of certainly & most revolting char-
acter. They must strike the minds of hon.
members as something horrible, W hether there
has been a forgery or not I do not know, but
we find these statements profess to be sworn
to before gentlemen of standing and charac-
ter, such as Mr. I Allen Jack and Mr. George
McSorley. I do not think these gentlemen
would take the oath of any person without
explaining to them exactly, what they were
swearing to. And it seems to me that while
charges of this kind are made against an In-
stitution which is receiving public money,
that in the interest of the Institution and of
the city generally, the Government should in-
vestigate and ascertain whether these charges
are true or not. [ believe it will turn out
that they are not true and sincerely hope so.
The country would certainly look upon an
investigation with satisfaction.

Again, sir, the hon. gentleman has referred
' to the unexpected over expenditure for elec-
tion purposes. He says when the Govern-
ment mads their estimates last session, they
did not anticipate elections in the counties of
York, Sunbury and Restigouche. I must
confess

I WAS STARTLED TO HEAR THAT REMARK

made by the hon, member. I did not antici-
pate it. Two of the vacancies created were not
the result of death I am glad to say. The Gov-
ernment themselves during the progress of
the House, saw fit to fill np the vacancies
which were in existence at the time the
House opened. These vacancies, sir, did
not occur during the progress of the session.
Two days after the House opened, vacancies
existed, occasioned by the resignation of Mr.
Randolph and Mr. Beveridge, and the death
of Mr. Flewelling. Two of them existed
before the House opened. Did not the Goy-
ernment intend to fill the seats # They filled
them up, I presume, because they thought in
the interests of the Government, in accord-
ance with the policy they had been profess-
ing when in Opposition, that no time should
be lost when a vacancy occurred in the
Legislative Council, that they should with-
hold these offices, simply to secure the votes
of hon. members of this House, as the last
government had done, and hence they saw
the necessity of filling these vacancies up
immediately. Had the Government, when
the House met. any doubts as to who they
were going to send up there ? Didu't they
believe the vacancy created by Mr. Ran-
dolph’s resignation would be filled by Mr,
Thompson ? Did it occur to them like a
dream during the session that Mr. Barbarie
of Restigouche, was a fit and proper person
to fill another vacancy in the Council? Did
it happen to occur to them that the Hon.
Dr. Vail, whom they almost forced into the
Upper House, was the most fitting person to
take the place of Mr. Flewelling * Sarely
this must have all been under their consider-
ation. Surely when they brought down
their estimates and asked us to vote supply,
they knew these vacancies had to be filled,
and yet they have the suprems effrontery to
come before this House and say that it was
a matter of surprise, an unforseen event,
that they never anticipated that there should
be elections held in the Counties of York,
Sunbury and Restigouche ! (Applause.) If
their action does not mean thst, what does
it mean? Does it indicate an emergency ¥
Does it mean that the Government] felt

themselves so securs that to
BULLDOZE THE UPPER HOUSE

they had to send three gentlemen from the
floors of this House, ieaving their counties,
as far as they were concerned, unrepresented,
in order that they might wips out the senti-
ment in the Upper House, in respect to the
absurd measures they were introducing ®
Well, sir, while I recognize che policy that
any Government may be expected to fill up
such vacancies, by appointing its supporters,
it seems to me that that policy is rather pecu-
liar, rather objectionable, when we find that
for the purpose of forcing through measures
not well received in the Upper House, they
will deprive several counties of their repre-
sentation in the Lower House, Let me say
also, sir, that the Government at the time
they met the House, professed a policy which
they called a platform, that there should only
be 16 members upstairs, and yet when they
found themselves in & corner, for the purpose
of escaping from the position in which their
own highhanded acts had brought them, they
depart from that policy and send a representa-
tive upstairs, which they never intended
originally. All I desire to say is, that the
admission miade by the Provincial Secretary,
satisfies my mind in the same direction in
which I expressed myself when speaking
upon the Addrese, and that is that the Gov-
ernment have in one session, deliberately
gone back upon the policy they expressed
when the Houss opened.

Now, sir while the Government have cowme
down with the Public Accounts and shown
a deficit of $17,000, upon the face of the ac-
counte, you must bear in mind that the Pro-
vincial Secretary has shown that there is be-
tween $8,000, and $9,000, of interest due on
the 31st day of December, which their policy
was liable for, that does not appear there. 1

am satisfied that this does not stand alone. but I venture to say if you will find that no

I am satisfied if we get before us the informa- |
tion some of our resolutions have moved for |
not only this sum of $8,000 or $9,000 is due,

but that the Province on the 31lst December

owed other large sums which the Govern-

ment have tided over, simply that they might

come before the House and make the state-
ment they have made, bad as it is Heaven

knows. I will ask the House, however, to

bear in mind, that according;to the Provincial

Secretary’s admission, the accounts show a
deficit of about $26,000.

Mr. Apams—More than that,

Mgr., WeTMorE— Yes, I am satisfied, more
than that, and that before this debate is
through, vou will find that the indebtedness
of this Province, is something which

WILL STARTLE THE HON. MEMBERS.

Mg. ApamMs—The bonded indebtedness.

Mr. WETMORE—Yes. Another matter
was referred to by the Provincial Secretary,
fishery protection, etc. Now, gir, on refer-
ring to page 106 of the Puablic Accounts, 1
find that a very nice, agreeable gentleman,
Mr. J. Henry Phair, went on a little fishing
excursion which cost the Province $800, and
that Mr. C. W. Beckwith, another pleasant
gentleman, received $200. I have turned to
the report of the Surveyor-General, and en-
deavored to find what the services were, for
which these gentlemen received $1,000 of
the public money. Well, sir, I am prepared
to say, that if the Government next session,
will give my hon. friend, the ex-Surveyor-
General and myself about $40 or $50 a day
for expenses, we will go all over the Fishery
grounds, and come back and not charge any-
thing more. I find from the report that Mr.
Phair goes to Jacquet River, and some other
streams, the Renous, be casts a line, but
the water was not right, and he could not
get a rise. He goes on another stream casts
a line, gets four bites and hauls in four fish,
and he says the water was first-rate for fish-
ing. I would like to have been with him.
I would advise the Government, as far as the
fisheries are concerned, if they cannot get bet-
ter satisfaction than this, to send my hon.
friend, (the Provincial Secretary) and myself
on a fishing excursion next summer, and if
the Atorney-General is a good boy he can
coma too, though perhaps he had better go
with somebody else,

Then there is this handbook affair, When
is this hand-book question going to drop out
of sight? My spectacles may have enlarged
lenses, but it seems to me ever since I have
had the honor of occupving a seat on the
floors of this Loagislature, at any rate ever
dnce the Government’s defeat, I have heard
something about this ancient volume, Where
is the handbook? What is it for? Let us
have it, let us read it. Has anybody seen it
or perused it ? I find that members are grow-
ing grey-headed, and then bald-headed, and
still that venerable hand-book looms up in
the Public Accounts. Every year there is
gomething in the Public Accounts about this
precious volume. Where does the money
go, and what for and what does it all mean ?
Perhaps it is something like the publication
of the debates of last session. Rumor says
that the gentleman who got paid for prepar-
ing this invisible hand-book, is the same gen-
tleman who reported the debates here last ses-
gion, and who agreed to have the debates
here in seasonable time. The session is now
well advanced, and they are not here. I un-
derstood an hon. gentleman the other day to
say that a sufficient amount of money to de-
fray the expensa of publishing the debates
had been retained.

Hon, Mr. BLair—That’s so.

Mr. WeTMORE—I take up the Report of
the Auditor General and what do I find! 1
find warrant 1272 reads “ C. H. Lugrin, for
Reporting and Publishing the Debates of the
House of Assembly, session of 1885, $850!"
Well, Mr. Speaker, as I understood the con-
tract, and in fact that is the amount agraed
upon this year and the Governmeut stated
the sum was the same as last, Mr. Lugrin was

more money was eXpended than in other

years.
that it will serve the purpose.

to be paid $850, and how you can pay him
$850, the sum he was to get and keep out of
it the expenses of printing, is an arithmatical
problem that

RATHER STARTLES ME.

And yet on the floors of this House the other
day the Hon. Attorney General stated that
that was the amount agreed to be paid Mr,
Lugrin and that the expenses of printing had

not been paid out and yet the public accounts,

show Mr. Lugrin recieved the full amount !
My hon. friend has alluded to the question
of Public Health and the Bill now before the
Legislature amending the law in regard to
that subject. I will have occasion to make
some remarks on that bill when it comes be-
fore the House. Just now I will simply say
that it points out more expense to be heaped
upon the country. If the expense is necessary,
if it is called for, all well and good, but it is
a rather remarkable thing to see this econom-
ical, reform government introducing such
measures ; to see them cutting down a salary
here and a salary there, $200 or $300, while
at the same time they are continually bring-
ing in measores by which they can create

expensive offices to distribute among their

friends. (Applause.)

The hon. gentleman has also referred to
action taken by the government in respect
to Dominion elections. Sir, he could never
have understood me to say, that I blamed
any gentleman in this House, whether a
member of the Government or not, of exer-
cising his individual ivfluence, his perscnal
influence, in favor of the party or candidate
in Dominion politics which he favors. No-
body will deny that right, If anybody
attempted to choke down my views on Domi-
nion politics, I should not submit to it. I
am not finding fault with the Provincial
Secretary or the Attorney (General, because
they used their personal influence in Domi-
nion elections, but what we, on this side of
the House, do find fault with is, that members
of the Government allow government patron-
age to be used and stake the existence, and
policy, and support and influence of the Gov-
ernment for the purpose of defeating candi-
dates running in the interest of the Domin-
ion Government. I am asked to produce
proofs, proofs? Why, sir, we have heard
enough of this absurdity. The proof of these
of these charges is the undeniable opinion of
the country. I have said before that this is
not the place where we can have witnesses
sworn to prove this fact or that fact, but if
you go through the country where these in-
tluencss have been at work there will not be
much doubt about the verdict. I can hardly
believe that there is a gentleman on the
floors of this House, who has witnessed what
bas taken place in the County of York, and
in the City and County of St. John during
the elaciions the past two or three years for
the Dominion Parliament, but what have
felt that this influence has been used, not as
the Hon. Provincial Secretary has said, not
simply the influence of Hon, Mr, McLellan
or Hon. Mr. Blair personally, but that they
have called upon the electors to support their
candidate, because in supporting him they
would be

ADDING STRENGTH TO THE LOCAL GOVERN=-
ME NT,

I have had it stated to me so often by truth-
ful gentlemen, whether the Hon. Attorney
General knew the force of his language or
not I do not know, that at the City Hall on
the occasion I have spoken of, he called upon
the electors of the county to vote for his
partner and save the Local Government,

Mr. Brair—I never did. There were
hundreds there who did not hear me say that.

Mr. WermorE—Well, perhaps pot. It
is just like the®question of Mr. Needham's
pig before Chief Justice Carter. One man
who saw it, is better than two hundred that
did not.

Mg. BLair—Did you bear it -

Mr. WerMmoME—No, but althouzh I did
not hear it, there are scores of gentlemen in
this town who did hear it, and will swear to
it, and I will venture to say, there are very
few who will swear you did.

MRg. Brair—There are hundreds who can
prove I didu't.

MRr. WETMORE—Then if this is the place
for such proof, bring on you aflidavits and file
them here. The people of this city heard it.

MR, BLair—Hearsay.

Mr. WeTMORE—Not a bit more heresay
than that the Hon. Mr. Stockton was running
around the town of Portland and city of St.
John canvassing all the votes he could get in
favor of Mr, Skinner, because if they voted
in favor of him it would support the Local
Government.

Mg. StocktroN—I never said anything of
the kind.

Me. Apams—Vote for Barker and down
goes the Local.

Mr. WeETMORE—The Hon. Secretary says
that they have spent no more money than
usual ; that it is usual to expend money one
vear on the strength of the coming year.
Quite true. Who has charged this Govern-
ment with sperding more of this money than
they were authorized to? No doubt they
have done =0 in many particulars, but as far
as this election is concerned I have heard no
person charge then with expending more
money than usual. For instance in a local
election, bye or general election, the Local
Government will use their patronage in its

own interests and they have a right to do it,

triflea insincere.
and he knows it.

Money can be spent in such a way

Mgr. Rircare—Oat of our own pockets.

Mr. WETMORE—My hon. friend is a little
That is not what I mean
I mean that where you
have a certain amount of money to expend
you can place it 8o as to influence a vote here
and there and still not expend a dollar more
than is authorized. The hon. gentleman
need not entertain this House with such
cheap talk as that. When we wish to charge
him with taking more money out of the pub-
lic treasury than he is authorized to take, we
will
FORMULATE THE CHARGE.

We simply say that, having so much patron-
age to expend, it was so managed as to work
it in favor of the candidate running against
the Dominion Government. I do not charge
that you put your bands into the treasury
and took out money which you had no right
to touch, but I say you controlled it so as to
operate against the Dominion Government
candidate.

Mr. StockTtoN—That is not corrrect.
Mr. Apams—How do you know ?

Mr. WeTMORE—It will take more than my
hon. friend’s denial to convince my mind that
this improper influence was not used. I will
venture to say that my statements now will
meet with the accord of the people of this
Province. On whatever side of politics they
may be, the people must to-day look with
amazement on the effrontery of the Goyern-
ment in denving this charge. The voice and
judgment of the people in those counties
where the policy was pursued will bear me
out. Are not victories for the Local Govern-
ment claimed by these journals as Grit vie-
tories ? The victory in York was hounded
throughout the Dominion as a Grit victory.

A Vorce—You brought Mr. Hazen out as
a Conservative.

Mr. WeTMORE—I deny anything of the
gort. I will defy the hon. gentleman to put

didate or myself whereby it could be inferred
that the gentleman was brought out as a
Conseryative candidate. And while the
Government are using this influence, Con-
servative members on the floors of this House
stand idly by and allow them to do it. That
policy must be put an end to. If you run
with the hare and hunt with the hounde, the
country will look to you for a justification.
You have inyited the issue and as one mem-
ber of the House I am prepared to accept it
and try the question out on these lines.
regret that Dominion politics and local poli-
tics should be mixed together, but when it is
thus forced upon us, we are prepared to ac-
cept the iseue,

MRr. STockToN— You are trying to force it

Mgr. WermMora — [ trying to force it!
Why you are practising it every day of your
life whenever you open your mouth with re-
spect to politics. The hon. gentleman who
is & Grit in and out, cannot see any political
party unless he is looking through those
spectacles. He is one of the politicians who
persistently pursue the policy I have referred
to. He can well afford to sit by and laugh
at my hon. friend from the county of West-
moreland (Mr. Killam), the Surveyor-Gen-
eral and the gentleman from Albert, who do
not belong to the party in Dominion politics
that he does, bscause they are simply playing
into his hands. But, sir, if matters continue
to shape as they hayve, we will probably have
a Conservative vote sooner than the hon.
gentleman thinks,

Mr. RircHIE —You had one the other
day—28 to 8.

Mg, WETMORE~—I respect the gentlemen
on the floors of this House, but when 1 see
that this Government can hood-wink them as
they do and can command their votes by the
exercise of a little patronage, can make them
stand up

LIKE AUTOMATIC MACHINES,

and vote yea or nay without opening their
lips, I am rather disposed to look elsewhere
tban upon the floors of this Legislature, for
an honest judgment upon my views.

Again my friend has referred to the fact
that when the election was being held in the
county of Victoria, the Government, while
they might have thrown their influenca in
favor of Mr. Porter, who was Liberal in his
politics, did not do so, that they left the mat-
ter open because they were both supporters
of the Government. The Government would
have been very green, had they done so.
They knew that the personal popularity of
my hon. friend, (Mr. Baird) would elect him,
and they would not commit the blunder of
putting their foot into the hole. All the
Government wanted was a supporter, and
moreover if they can get Liberal Conserva-
tive to support them, if they can undermine
him and turn him away bit by bit, from his
allegiance, o that they can send him to an-
other county to work for their party, they
will do it. That is the policy they have been
inaugurating.

Mr Brarr—Clever fellows !

Mr. WETMORE— Yes, they have been—
they euchred us. It is surprising to me that
tk8y ever did it. At the time the old Gov-
ernment was defeated I happened to be a
very yonng member of the House. In look-
ing back at that time I am simply amazed
that th« Government should have been so far
asleep, as to allow the march to be stolen
upon them as it was.

A Voice—You are quite hopeless now.

Mr. WeTMORE—I am very hopeful. The
people have got to speak on this question in
a short time, and not this House. I venture
to say that probably a verdict will be given
on the floors of this Legislature next session,
that will surprise our boastful opponents.

Now, sir, in opening my remarks I said
that although I did not desire to preach blue
ruin, although I would rather if I could point
out to this House that the financial position
of this country was a good position, yet sir
when we examine the public accounts, when
we see the expenditures that have been made,
when we see what the policy of this Govern-
ment has been, I regret sir, to say, that the
financial position of this country is not in a
fair condition. I regret to say that the final
position of this country is such that it ap-
pears to me that we are approaching as fast
as we can a state of things productive of
bankruptey. If they are dead issues, as the
Attorney-General says, let me go back to
those dead issues, those broken fpromises that
he eays are not to be remembered any longer.
The other day when he was replying to some
remarks of mine, he stated that the resolu-
tions he had formulated on the tables of this
House, which he had laid down as the policy
of his party were dead issues. The members
of this House will recollect that if there was
any one thing which that gentleman when in
opposition, spoke with earnestness npon, not
only on the floors of this House, but on the
public stump, it was this, that the Govern-
menment should so manage affairs of this
country as to

KEEP THE EXPENDITURE WITHIN
INCOME.

He #aid there should be no floating debt, that
there should be every year an amount on
hand when the balance was struck, or at any
rate no deficit. Now, sir, how have the
present Goyernment acted in that respect.
What have they done ? Why, sir, in' 1883
and 1884 they came before this House and
asked the Legislature to give them authority
to bond $250,000 of the public debt. They
issued this $250,000, bondeded the debt, and
where are they to-day.

Mgr. McLELLAN—Whose debt was it?
We had to pay off your liabilities.

Mg, Wernore—Well, if you came to the
House and got authority from the House to
pay up that liability and you got a clean sheet,
what then ?

SEVERAL—No !

Mr. WeTMORE — No! You said that
amount would be sufficient to wipe off the
indebtedness of the country. You bonded
the $250,000 and where do yon stand now ?
In the four vears of your administration, I
will venture to say, you have puta larger
floating debt on this country, than the other
Government did daring their four years.

Mg. Bramr—-We have only drawn salaries
for three years.

Mgr. Apams—That is enough for you to
draw.

Mr. Wermore—If you have only drawn
salaries for three years you have put this
countrv further in debt, than the old Govern-

THE

ment <! in four. Last session when the
Gover: ~v* brought down the financial
statemen' (aey placed the floating debt at
$55,000. The Opposition on that occasion

pointed out that the floating debt was larger,
because they stated that to that should be
added the indebtedness on the Fredericton
Bridge, which was some $36,000 at that time.
In the meanwhile, what was transpired ? By
a bill introduced last session, the Government
got authority to bond that indebtedness
too, because they got authority to bond $60,-
000, and have done it, because they have
bonded our debt from the Dominion Govern-
ment from capital account to the sum of
$50,000, and paid to bridge account, Taking
their own figures there was on the 31st De-

cember, 1834, a floating indebtedness of $53,-

| 373.18,
| revenue $617,194 07, law-stamps, as per con-

his hand on a single word uttered by the can- |

have come down with a statement to the
House, and during the three or four years, I

little deficit of $17,641.1, So far as the
ordinary revenue is concerned the amount is
much larger than that amount. Take up the
account and what do you find, leaving out the
875,000 that was paid from the Dominion
Government, because that does not belong to
the ordinary expenditure? You find that
the total expenditure for ordinary purposes
was $584,472.06. To that we will add $92.-
15, law-stamps transferred to the Supreme
Cogrt fund ; to that add $1398.25, the amount
whi:h was paid in connection with the Luna-
tic Asylum over and above the $25,000,
which the Government had authority to bond,
and which they drew from the Dominion
Gevernment ; to that add paid banks $50,000
and over checked by the Board offWorks,
$3410.12 ;—and you have a total of $639,-
Against that we have general
tra $92.15, making a total of $617,286 22,
which deduct from the payments of $629,-
317.18 for ordinary purposes, leaves a balance
of $22,036 96, representing as far as the face
of the accounts show the floating debt due by
this Province on 3lst Decewber. If you
refer to parrgraph 2 of the Public Accounts,
and other places on page 201, we will find
that the amount due on account of the Fre-
dericton bridge, borrowed from the bank of
New Brunswick, and paid on the service was
823,666.83 which added to the amount I have
just stated to be the amount of the floating
debt, makes an actual floating debt of $45,-
753.69. The

FAIR WAY OF TESTING IT OUT

is not simply what the floating debt is, but
to compare what their position would have
been, had they simply had the revenues the
old government had. This looks like keep-
ing the expenditure within the revenue !
The government last year got over and
‘abova what the old government got the
interest of the debt, and you understand
what I mean by thai. I mean the sum that
was appropriated and capitalized for the
benefit of the Province by the legislation of
the Dominion Parliament in 1883. IFrom
that source, the government this yvear got
$28,172.46, a source of revenue the old gov-
ernment never had. Of course the Pro-
vincial Secretary may say the revenue has
fallen off as far as Territorial revenue is con-
cerned. All I have to say,sir, is that that'is
due to the mismanagement of the Govern-
ment. We find that they secured $28,172.-
46 as I have said. Then they received inter-
est on the eastern extension claims of $7,-
500, or a total this vear of $35,672:46 more
than the old government received less $89 04
being fiftsen days’ intsrest on $50,000
withdrawn, making $35,683.42. Last year
they got from the same source cunly $15,-
11298, or $20,470.44 less than this
year. If they had not got this amount, their
floating debt would have been, (adding this
amount to the $45753.79,) $66,224.23
which this government would have left the
country in debt only for a source of revenue
we never had before. Giving them the
same source of revenue that their predeces-
sors had, that is taking away $35.583 42, the
revenue which they, their predecessors never
h1d, and adding it t> the $45,753.79, to-d: y
the Province would have a floating indebted-
ness of $81,337.21.

And now with the permission of the
House, I propose taking a few minutes while
I discuss some items, especially that appear
in the public reports. And again at the risk
of being charged with raking up dead issues,
I shall take the opportunity of pointing out
to this House and this country, the promises
which the government made when they
abolished the offica of Clerk of the Crown.
We understood then, sir, while discussing
that question in connection with ths restor-
ation of the office of Solicitor General, that
the expenses of the prosecution of crimin-
als in this country, should be reduced to a
minimum, if they were not entirely abolish-
ed, by the two Crown officers. Now, sir, I
am here to express my opinion as to what
ought to be done in this country, and, sir,
with the large stock of prosecutors the gov-
ernment have in the clerks of county courts
in prosecuting criminals there, seeing that
these courts have co-ordinate jurisdiction
with that of the supreme court of this Pro-
vince, (with the exception of cases where
the erime is capital, all matters of crime can
be investigated by these county courts, and
the clerks are by law obliged to attend to
that peculiar business, and I must say the
amaunt allowed them for so doing is reason-
able,) with all that machinery provided by
law. It strikes me the Attorney General
and Solicitor General. ought to attend to the
criminal business. What do we pay them
their salaries for? Do we pay my hon.
colleague his salary of $2,400 simply to lead
the Government ?

MR. Brair—I don't get $2400.

MRr. WETMORE—I am stating it accurate-
ly. You get $2400.

MR. BLair—You are mistaken.

Mr. WeErMORE—I say you do. This
littla corver business of taking $300 out of
the sessionai allowance wont go down. You
get that amount as the salary of your office.

MR. ApaMs—82,490 last year.

Mgr. WrrMorRE—Well, tbat salary is not
paid to the hon. gentleman, because he is
premier of the Government or leader of the
administration, but because he is the officer
to attend to the Crown business, and to ad-
vise the Lieut. Governor in all matters of
law, and when we pay the Solicitor General
$1000 or $1200 a year, we do not pay it to
him, because he is a member of the Govern-
ment. Wa might as well pay the hon. gen-
tleman from the County of Albert because
he is in the Governmeant, or the hon. gentle-
man from the County of Northumbarland,
who occupies the

ORNAMENTAL POSITION OF PRESIDENT

of the Council $1,000 or so. We pay the
hon. gentleman who occupies the position of
Solicitor General his salary of $1,200, be-
cause he is expected to lend his aid in attend-
ing to the prosecution of criminal business in
this country, and now, sir, if there was one
charge above another formulated against the
old Government, it was, the Crown officers
did not attend to their particlar business.
For a long time during the existence of that
Government, you are aware there was no
Solicitor General, and in view of that, it pos-
sibly became necessary for the Government
to call on parties other than the Crown offi-
cer, because there was only man to attend to
the criminal business, but as I understood it
at the time, Mr. Speaker, and as I under-
stand it now, when tbis office of Solicitor
General was restored the mantle of which
has fallen upon my hon. friend from the
City and County of St. John, it was restored
with the understanding, and this Government
in opposition preached that he should be
restored with the understanding, that the
Crown Officers should attend to criminal
business throughout the Province. Now,
sir, have they done so? Have they fulfilled
those pledges to the country? Have they
done while in the Government what they
said ought to have been done by the old Gov-
ernment, whom they impeached when they
were in opposition ? I will turn to the
Auditor General's Report, page 60, and what
do I find ? I find that Mr. Geo. F. Gregory,
partner of the hoo. leader of the Government,
has obtained during the past year for con-
ducting criminal prosecutions, the sum of
$440.50. Now, eir, this was a complaint
that the gentlemen on this side of the House
had to make at the Session of 1885, and it
was a complaint that they made loudly, and a
complaint that they made with force. It
appears, sir, that it has had no effect what-
ever upon the Government. And we find,
and this is a suspicious circumstance, that
the gentleman to whom these payments were
made happens to be the partner of the At-
torney General. What are bis services ?
In the first place I find he charges for ser-
vices in connection with the Madawaska
Court, $16. Now, what were the nature of
those services ?

MR. ApaNs—Why that was cheap.

Mr. WETMORE—My hon. friend many
say it is cheap ; possibly it would be cheap if
we had not upon the statute book legislation
which would make it cheaper. I happen to
know in this instance, in the County of Mada-
waska, there was no prosecution that went
before & jury; an indictment was framed,
but there was no trial. What is the pro-
vision of the law with respect to that? The
provisions of the law in respect4o prosecu-
tions in the County Court, are that in case
there is no trial, the utwost amount to be
charged, providing the prosecution is left in
the hands of the Clerk of the Court, is $3.,00,
Of course the difference 1s trifling.

Mr. Buair—Thero were two ceges.

|

upon the subject.

were two cases.

gentleman up there especially to draw an in-
dictment, which I venture to state any stu-

501.21. What is it to-day? Why on tbe‘d
face of their own account it appears there is | deprive the Clerk of ths Couuty of the fees!trips, pleasura excarsions,
a deficit of $17,641. Year after year they | which the law contemplates he should have. Maine State Fair. Then I turn to page 76|
of the Journals, where the same gentlemsn

have been here leaving the financial state- | hon. friend it is not so.
ment brought down, there has always been a |cuted in the County of Madawaska, I donot who is he?
balance in favor of the Government, although | do it as the retainer of the Government, but | another way of saying to the people of this
it may have been made up of borrowed money. | as the retainer of the Clerk of the Court.
Bat this vear they come down with a neat , The Clerk of the County Court of Mada-

— - —
ent of a years standing would draw, and to | o

MR. Brair—You used to do it. ‘
MR. WETMORE—Waeneverdid. [tellmy i

Wheneaver [ prose=|t

waska, at any rate, is able to retain whom he |
pleases. It seems to me a rather paltry |
business for the Government of this country
to send the partner of its leader to interfere
with the Clerk of the Court and deprive him
of his perquisites. Inany prosecutions I con-
ducted in that Cpuuty, [ was paid by war-
rant, issued by order of the Clerk. By the
laws of this country it is provided that the
Clerks of County Courts shall conduct the
criminal prosecutions, unless the Attorney
General, and possibly the Solicitor General,

taking away these littie paitry fees from the |
Clel‘k, th, I do not care what his klmw-g
ledge of law may be, is as perfectly compe- |
tent to draw up an ludictment and got the |
prisoner to plead upon it as the ‘

ABLEST LAWYER IN THE COUNTRY,

is a miserable price of meanness. At least |
let thess persons have the option of saying |
who may act in their stead. Wae find paid |
this same gentleman the sum of $125 for at-|
tending a criminal prosecution in the County |
of Madawaska, I happen to know the cir-
cuamstances of that case. I dare say it is
fresh in the minds of Hon. gentlemen that
sometimes in the early part of last yvear a
man, named Theriault, killed his zhild and
was indicted for murder, and the simple |
question that arose was whether the man was |
crazy or not. That question was tried out
and took about a day, the proceedings may
possibly have gone into the next morning, |
but what do we find? Wae find that {or the
purpose of trying out this case, where the
whole country knew pratty well that the man
was ingane although the jury found that the
man was not insane, and where the Governor
General, in the exercise of his perogative |
afterwards reprieved the prisoner and com- |
mitted him to Dorchester for life, I say,
although the fact was well-known over the
country that the man was insane and that it
was a case which could not possibly take over
a day to try, the Attorney-General of this
Provines, right in his own district too, where
he should have attended all criminal prosecu-
tions, did not put in an appearance at all and |
sent his partner up and for simply one day’s
gervice the Province ischarged $125! Now,
gir, in regard to prosecutions in the upper
part of the river counties, I would like to
know one occasion on which, since the man-
tle has fallen upon his shoulders, the Attor-
ney-General has been on hand to attend to
his business, In the County of York, where
he can walk across the street in five minutes,
and where in view of the promises he made
to this House when he came into power, and
when we were asked to abolish the Clerk of |
the Crown he could not well do otherwise, he |
does find time enough to walk across the |
street and into the County Court House in
the city of Fredericton to attend to criminal |
prosecutions. But in the counties of Carle-
ton, Madawaska and Victoria whers crimes
are committed and persons committed for
trial in the Supreme Court, where has the
Attorney-General been 7 Has he been there
once 7 If he has been the time has escaped
my memory. From 1833 to 1836—three
vears—during which that gentleman has been
in power, and when it was bis duty to attend
to criminal prosecutions in this country,
right up to his own door I may say, right 1n
these very counties around bim, Carleton,
Victoria and Madawaska, during that whole
time, although there has been p-rsecation
after persecution, the bon. Attorney-General
has not once put in an appearance. Who
has gone there ? His partner! His partner
has gone there and obtained from the revenues
of this Province an extra allowance for at-
tending to business which I say the Attor-
ney-General ought to have attended to and
could attend to. What do we find in the coun-
ty of Carleton ?—and J happen to speak with
respect to these several counties, because my
business carries me there. We find for at-
tending the Circuit Court of the county of
Carleton, Mr. Gregory has charged $223.
For what? I venture to say that the time
occupied by that gentieman attending to
criminal business in the county of Carleton at
the Circuit I refer to would not take over
three or four days. Then we find he has
another small charge of $27.50 for doing
what® Right in the city of Fredericton,
right whers the Attorney-General lives,
right where the opportunity to attend to
criminal business was easy, there Mr. Gregory
ropes in $27.50 for attending an assault case
before Judge Fraser! What was the nature
of the assault case I do not know. The fiist
notice I got of it is in the Public Accuunts.
Hoo. gentlemen may explain it, but it does
seem & very peculiar thing to me and I would
malke the same remarks with regard to the
amount paid to Mr. I. Allen Jack in attend-
ing before the Chief Justice in ex parte Col-
lios. I presume that service was performed
in St. John.

Ho~. Mr. RircHim—Yes.

Mr. WErMORE—Then in view of what
this gouernment charged against the old
government, in view of the large promises
made when they abolished the Clerk of the
Crown, it is a strange thing to me that
right in the very places where these very
gentlemen live, right in the city of Frederic-
ton, it should be necessary to employ some
other person than the Attorney General at
extra expense to the Province to attend upon
the Judges here, and that in the city of St.
John, it should be necessary to employ some
other person outside of the Solicitor General.

Mgr. Rircuie—I was here in session at
the time.

MRr. WETMORE—Well, all 1 will say
is, whether yon were attending the session
here or not, the Province pays you for your
services, and if you are elsewhere and cannot
attend to it, you

OUGHT TO APPOINT A DEPUTY

and pay bhim for it. Don’t take a salary for
attending public duties and then sav I have
gomething else to attend, and the Proviuce
must pay me all the same. If a person en-
gaged me to do certain work, would I have
a right to receive, say $200, the amount
agreed upon from him, and then claim $200
more because I was not able to attend the
work all the time, and bad to employ another
man. If you, by reason of your public or
private business cannot do what you agreed
to do, do not ask us to pay another man for
what you are receiving pay for.

Mgr. Rrrcaie—Do you make no dis-
tinction between public and private business.

Mr. WeErMOrRE—Not a bit, Now, sir,
having had occasion to refer to the fact, that
a gentleman hed been emploved for the pur-
pose of reporting the debates of this House,
and being told that sufficient had been re-
tained to pay the expenses of publication,
couteary to which the report shows that the
whold amount has been paid, it might be a
matter of interest to show what this gentle-
man has been obtaining from the treasury.
He is a warm supporter of the present ad-
ministration. For a number of years he has
edited a paper published in the city of Fre-
dericton, in the interests of the government, |;
which paper as well as hims«if, has been
well paid for its work. In addition of being
to-day, it is said, editor of that paper, this
gentlemon is secretary for agriculture. He
draws his salary for that, he gets $350 for |
reporting the debates of this House, come-
what one-sided they were to, and sir, in
addition to that, we find here and there a
morsel of pap is dropped to him to encour-
age him along. At page 72 of the reports,
we find Mr. Lugrin paid expenses, $203.44,
ditto $17570, ditto $208 58, Here is a
gentleman getting $587.72 to pay expenses !
What for? I ask the Attorney General
now what for? Will he tell me that this
oftice of Secretary of the Board of Agricul-
ture, which could to my mind be managed
with a large decrease of expenditure, re-
quires out of the revenues of this Province
for expenses over and above the salary, a
sam of $5007? What for? For the pur-
pose of purchasing stock or anything of that
kind? Do I understand that it is simply for
the purpose of stationery and paying this
gentleman's travelling expenses, running
about the country, that the Province gave
him $587.72. Let me ask you to look into
the details of the management of this office.
See what bas to be done. I will venture to
say, that there is not & commercial man in

Province, we want to give Mr. Logrin $75 | upper Houses ?
more.
can summon this mysterious messenger into | :
existence. To wy mind he is an illusion. | the portrait of R. D. Wilmot above all others *
Possibly bstween now and the time the hon,
gentleman speaks, he may create a messen-
ger, but I am satisficd he does not now exist.
Between now and the time some hon. gentle-
man rises, probably they will have a full-
grown boy born 10 years ago, but, sir, that
boy is not here yet,

which, to my mind, demands the gravest
eonsideration of this House.

tending of some other person, a supporter of | ed to influence
the Government, not in its rauks nor even |too seductive. The peopls of this country | step forcing this Provinces finapees into a
on the tloors of the House, for the purposs of | should feel that the men whom

should arise—and I have been interrupted so

talking to the Supreme Court—(great laugh-
ter) —because I want to draw the attention
of this House to the question, whether there
is any distinction to be drawn between money
paid by a verbal agreement and by a written f
one—is there anv ? There is none. There is|
probably greater danger where license is given |
to the Gouernment, to expend under verbal
contract than there would be under a written
contract where an emergency arises.

in connection with the Lunatic Asylum,
happens there is an emergency,

sell.
cuilty of a fraud, but it is just such frauds as

this Act was passed for.
him saying, here is a property I possess, I will

|
v Mr, C. H. Lugrin, whether it ba fishing | about. How do we find then that excellent,
or attending the | beautiful portrait of R. D. Wilmot is placed
in this Legislative Hall? Are the Govern-
' ment starting something new? Are they
about making a picture gallery ? It is pro-
' posed that our corridors and halls of Parlia-
ment. shail be ornamented with pictures of
the (yvernors, and speskers of the lower and
Are we to start an Art Gal-
I dare say the President of the Board |lery here ? If we are, what reason is there
that this Art Gallery should be started with

s allowed 875 for a messenger. Where in
he name of heaven iz the messenger, and
I am rather afraid this 1s just |

Why not some of the older Governors?
Why rot the portrrits of Sir. Edmund Head,
Sir Archibald Csmpbell, Sir John Harvey
and L. A. Wilmot ? Perhaps thoyp intend
to start with the last Governor un'l/_b back-
wards. Iividently we are about developing
an Art Gallery bere. The sight of this
Government that had no flammery about it,
that was going to contrel every expense not
absolutely called for, going into the artistic

And now I approach another matter,

If there is one

as he is a Crown officer, sees fit to interfere. | thing which we ought to feel a pride in|business must be rather surprising to the
The intention of that provision is that the | maintaining, it is the independence of the | country. : .
Attorney General may interfere in cases of | members of the Legislature. The people of | Now, sir, asking the pardon of the House
special importancs which he thinks demands | the country should feel that gentlemen who | for the length of time I have taken, I eun-
bis special attention. Bat I say that the at-|are sent here to represent them, are subject- | not help calling the sttention cf hon. mem-

which we know at times, are | bers azain to the fact, that we are step by

they send | condition where we will bardly bd able to

here to be their rapresentative, are not being | meat expanditure with revenue. When, sir,

brought under | we teke the fact as shown by the Public Aec-

| connts that to-day there is a bonded indebt-

| edness of $1,652,200, upon which we are

payving interest, that by the returns of the

Public Accounts, we are paying interest to

the extent of $34,180, when we consider the

fact that owing to legislation, the bonded

indebtedness must be increased, that the

amount due, or soon payable, on the contract
with the North-Western Railway, is still un-
paid, that a portion of the amount due the
Caraquet Railway is still unpaid, that the

whole amount of the Central Railway sub-
«<idy is still unpaid, and I believe, also, that
there is an amount due on the Cape Tormen-
tine Railway still unpaid, that a portion of
the amount due under the Buctouche Rail-
way contract is also unpaid, that all these
bonds I have reference to. are bonds contract-
ed fuor by the Government, and must be met,
and must be issued, when we see other lines
projected and demanding aid, when we see
that our revenue possibi ities are limitsd, and
no way of extsnding them t) any great ex-
tent, is open, the necessity comes up for the
consideration of the House. Now is it pos-
sible in any wav t» govern the country, so
thet our expenditure can be kept within the
income, Now, sir, what has the present
Government done? As a matt:r of fact,
while the Government have in their resolu-
tions moved on the floors of this House when
in opposition, and by their professions since,
proposed to cut down expenditures in depart-
mental Government, and in the management
of the machinery of Government, these
things are to-day, sir, just exactly as they
were, when this Government came inoto
power. Why, sir, they have not reduced
the cost of managing the Departments one
single cent. They have not reduced the cost
of the Executive, one dollar, they have not
reduced the management of the Legislature
at all; all the officers are here, and to-day
the Government which professed when they
came into power, to reduce it, have

K EPT THEMSELVES UP TO THE FULL
STRENGTH.

INFLUENCES OPEN TO SUSPICION,

[t may possibly ba that thess gentieman are
of such a nature that they would not in any
way succumb to dishonorable influence. That
is not the question. The point is that the
people of this conntry should feel that their
representatives in this House are in such a
position as that thev are not open to suspicion
of this nature. We know that there is a
statute, a law in this country, framed for the
the purpose of securing the independence of
members of the Legislature, v ¢ provides
that no members of the Assembly shall be
capable of accepting or entering into a con-
tract with the government. At the very time
a gentleman otherwise qualified, offers bis
services to his constituents, and he is a con-
tractor of the government, that veryv moment
he is disqualified from offering. If elected
his geat is void, his election goes for nothing. |
On the other hand if, after elected, he bs=-
comes a contractor of the government, that
very moment his seat becomes vacant. Now,
sir, in view of this great anxiety which the
country feels, and the Legislature have felt
that the independence of this Parliament
should be maintained, and that henorable
members should come here without suspicion
of being so intluenced, I find, sir, that the
government of the day and one of the repre-
sentatives of the peopls of this Province
have, to my mind deliberately violasted that
provision of tha statute I turn sir, to page
114 of the public accounts and I find that
Mr. W. A. Quinton, a gentleman who repre-
sents the City and County of St. John in this
Legislature, has been paid $3000 on account
of the purchase of a farm. I find that he
has baen paid by another warrant, page 15,
$3000 more with respect to the same pur-
chase, making altogether a payment of $6000
to this gentleman on account of his contract
with the government. I find this same
gentlemen is paid on account of crop $500,
and again $300 more, making a total of
£6,800. Now sir, I do not know the value
of this property, nor the nature of the bar-
gain, but I must remark, for there is no use
mincing matters on the tloors of this Legisla-
ture, that the report has b=en brought to my
ears that he has sold this property to the
government of this country at a great deal
better figure than it could have been sold to
any other person. But whether that is true
or not is not, the question. The fact stariog
us in the face is that this government have
contracted with a member of this House for
the sale of property to the extent of $6,000,
ando-day 1f I read the law aright, that gen-
tleman is occupying a seat on the floors of
this House against the laws of the country.
If I read the statute aright the government
have made a contract with this gentleman
which by the laws of this Province they
had no right to make at all. I dare say be-
fore this debate is finished we will hear
hon. gentlemen rising in their places and
stating that there was no written contract.
That is not the spirit of the Act. The inten-
tion of the Act is that gentlemen should not
be in such a position towards the government
that by the use of purchases, sales and
money, he may be influenced to vote this
way or that way in support of the govern-
ment. It may be urged that we should not
consider it unless there is a written contract.
[ say that is an absurdity. I do not care
whether a member is in position to get money
from the government by virtue of a written
or verbal contract, it is a contract all the
same. [ am lawyer enough and my bon.
friend the leader of the government is too,
to know that by the term contract, we mean
a person who makes a contract with the
zovernment whether verbal or written.
Where is the difference in principle? Lat
us illustrate it. Suppose—and in doing so

except in the case of a vacancy occasioned
by death. To-day the clerks in the depart-
mental offices are all there, paid the same
salaries, and, sir, in all these directions where
they professed that they would reduce the
expenditure of the country, they are carrying
it on at precisely the same cost. There is
one of two things to do. Either the country
has got to make up its mind that it can no
longer carry on the railway development of
the present, or in some way or other we
must reduce expenditure, Now, sir, I think
any person who knows the sentiment of the
country, must come to the conclusion that
there is a demand in all directions for the
development of the count:y, that there will be
for many years to come, a call upcn the fin-
ances of the country, and, therefore, the
only resource is to substantially cut down
the expenses of government. Theie are a
great many things which possibly may be
of use, but when it comes to the question
whether we csn afford th-m or not, it
seems to me if the conviction of the House
and count'y is that they cannot be afforded,
we have got to dispen-e with them. I
therefore consider it might and should te
a grave matter for the consideration of the
House, whet:er we could not disperse with
some of the sessions we are holding. As a
matter of cour:e, I feel the great recessity
of at all times and under all circumstances
bringing the government of the country as
near to the people of the countiy as they
can be brought. I see the necessity of as
frequently bringing the actions of the re-
pre-entatives of the people under the notice
of the count'y as possible, but, sir, if after
all eaid and done, it simply comes to be the
question, whether we can afford it or not,
[ assure my hon. friend from the City and | though it might be advisab'e if we bave not
County of St. John, that I do not wish to}90t the money to do so, and if with a view
p]gce any imputa(ion upon h]m, bat on]_v ! tH r-etrenchmeqt. and economy, it would be
gupposing a case—that an emergency arises ’ advisable t» limit and shorten the times
and it is desirable that the vote of one| when the Legislature meets, then, sir, it
member, we will say that of my hon. friend | <trikes me that it might be possible for the
from the City and Coun[y of St. John must House to consider a que-tion of that sort.
be secured. Although it might possibly be a difficuit
Mr. QuiNntoN—{ Fxcitedly) —the vote was | matter t> achieve, although possibly it
not that close. would require great reflection and consider-
MRr. WETMORE—My hon. friend is getting | ation, the question might Dbe agitated
well educated, and hon. gentlemen in the | whether we could not reduce the number
Government wag their heads in approval.|of representatives on the floors of this
Don’t try to steer me off the track. Did I House. All these are burning ql]0.~ti0l18.
say the vote was close ° Perhaps if the hon. | They occur to me now, and must force them-
gent]emgn gets here next session selves upon the deliberation of this House
~ MRr. Quinton—He will get here. eventually, But there are some things that
MR. WETMORE— Yes, the hon. gentleman | €€@m especially essential. I believe in view
will get here. I understood the hon. gentle-|of the condition of the finances of this
man bas a bill before the House, by which | Province, and what we have to carry oo, we
he has endeavoured to provide that the|have too much machinery in our Executive
Parish of Lancaster shall elect a member, and | department. It occurs to me, that with the
that is the only wav he will get here. population of this Province, with its repre-
MR. QuinToN—It is not so, State the|sentatives on the floors of this House, this
facts, country can be managed without an Execu-
Mr. WETMORE—I am rather afraid that |tive of 9 members. It occurs to me that the
my hon. friend has not the slizhtest idea of | Government of this country can be managed
getting here. I am afraid by the time this| Without so many departments in that Gov-
House rises in 1885, or very shortly after- | ernment. You take a merchant carrying on
wards, that gentleman will be in a sure re-|8 busine_ss in which larger sums of money are
fuge where the people cease from troubling, | dealt with in the course of the operations of
and the pubhc funds are at rest. the year there are dealt with by the gentle-
Mr. QuinToN—(Wrathfully,)—I would | men carrying on the affairs of this country,
like the hon. member to explain. and he does it with far less talk than we do.
Mr. WETMORE—From what I hear the | In the first place, what is the use of having
hon. gentleman seems to be a good deal more | both a Provincial Secretary’s office, and a
thick-headed than what I gave him credit for. | Board of Works? Why not amalgamate these
But I was trying to say—supposing there was | offices.  As far as the Provincial Secretary’s
an emergency, and it was desirable to get the | office is concerned, I am satisfied the work
votes of hon., members of this House. done there is genera]ly done by his clerks.
A Voice—Too remote. An ordinary book-keeper could do that busi-
Mr. WeTMORE—It i3 not too remote at)ness as well as any geatleman elected by the
all. It is near enough for you to be offering | people. I do not wish to diminish the im-
to gentlemen on the floors of this house, | portance of the positions held by the gentle-
other p]aCe‘ than what [hey are now occu- | men who hold the pOﬂfDliOS at all. Bat it
pying, as inducements for their support. occurs to me we might with advantage, re-
Mg. Brair—It is not true. duce the number of officers controling the af-
Mr. WermorE—Why don't you fill the | fairs of the country. I see no reason why
vacancies up stairs if this is not true ? Now | certain offices of the Board of Works and
[ will try again—supposing an emergency Provincial Secretary, might not be amalga-
mated. Possibly there might be more. In
the Province of Nova Scotia, where they have
a larger population, I think there is a less
representation than we hava in this Province.
There three members of departments control
the affairs of the country.
MR. ELLis—There are 9 members of the
Government,

Mr. ApaMs — There are less men and
smaller salaries.

Mr. WerMORE—] am a little bit surprised
when I hear adverse remarks to what T am
saying come from the other side of the Hous)
in view of what these gentlemen forshadowed
and stated their policy would be when they
got the reins of power. However, perhaps I
ought not to be surprised when two days
ago we heard the Le .der of the Goveroment
say that these questions on which he cap-
tured the position he holds, were dead issues.
In the departments we find an army of clerks
who, to a large extent, I am satisfied are not

many times, I am beginning to think I am

Here
t is desired by the Government to

PURCHASE A FARM IN ST. JOHN

It
A member
n the tloors of the House has a property to
I don't say the hon. gentleman was

have reference to, and such operations, that
What is to prevent

sell it to you, for more than it iz worth it is
true, and if you buy it I will sapport vou
and if you don’t, I am against you? It is
just for the purpose of preventing frauds of
that sort that this legislation was made, and
no watter what the circumstances may be, 1
submit that the Government of this country,
and the representatives of the people in this
Legislature, should pay strict attention to
that law. And, &ir, I have no hesitation in
saving, and I am speaking without fear of
successful contradiction, feeling too that a
great question is involved, when I say that
whether the Geovernment approached that
gentleman, I do not care whether they re-
ceived value for the money or not, or whether
that gentleman approached them, they vio-
lated the Jaws of this country. That gentle-
man is sitting on the floors of this House,
contrary to the law, and the Government

this House or in this country, but what |
could get a clerk at a salary of $500, to do |
the work and no expense about it atall. I

ney (eneral, or the Surveyor General, or!

My,

think it is about time it was understood in | of mares at page 115 means.
Mr. WerMORE—I am open to conviction | this country, that while we have to pay | again and again had pointed out to us that
clerks and officers, the money of this Pro-| this Government was a government of eco-
Mg. BLaiR—I happen to know that there | vince is not to bs devoted to givig gentle- | nomy, that they were carrying on the ex-
men of leisure pleasant little excursions about | pensss of this country without any flummery,
Mr. WrrMorE—Well, if there were two | the country, that it is mot to be devoted | that they wanted no hightoned busiuess, they
cases, it appears to me that it is a most pal- | wholly to the little pienic trips of my hon. | had just so much money to expend and more
try business for the Government to send a | friend the Provincial Secretary, or the Attor-| legitimate calls upon it than what they could

bave placed him in that position.

I would like the Provincial-Secretary to
tell me what this charge of 8375. for a span
Sir, we have

meet. They wanted no exhibition of art, no

J. Henry Phair, or Mr, C. W, Beckwith, l artistic galleries, no fine figures and pictures

required. I do not wish to advogate a policy
by whiel any person is t) be deprived of the
office he may have simply for the purpose of
depriving bhim, but I feel sure, sir, in view of
our necessities, we cannot afford to pay one
single dollar to this man and that man un-
less it is necessary. I could point to officers
and clerks in the employ of the Goveroment
who are really there the whole year in order
t> do sessional work, Take the office of tha
Provincial Secretary. There is no necessity
at all for the army of clerks he has there.
It is necessary to have a staff lerks there
of course when the House is T session and
papers are being moved for, but what I say is
this—that for the purpose of having persons
on occasions of that sort there, there is no
reason wby we should keep a clerk or two
extra for the whole year. Let a clerk be
brought in when occasion requires, but not to
work pretty hard for a month or two and re-
ceive pay for the whole year. The same
remark will apply to all departmental
wachinery of the country, The other day
the hon. gentleman declared thet all these
watters of reduction of expenditure were
dead issues. They are dead issues with him,

but I am not disposed to think some of them

will be dead issues before the country. Iam

disposed as far as I can to keep some of these

questions alive and with that view of the

gxeetxon I propose to test the seuse of this

| ouse and to move




