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FreprricTON, N, B,, March 17, 1880

The Riel Debate.

Our Grit friends in Parliament, will
now have the opportunity of expressing,
by their yotes, their opinion on Riel’s
execution. The Government have done
wisely in taking a course that will com-
pel these gentlemen to face the issue.
It will be observed by our report of the
debate, that to shut off all amendments
which might assist Mr. Blake and his
followers to dodge the issue, Sir Hector
Langeyin moved the * previous ques-
tion,” which simply is “that this ques-
tion be now put.” If the House carries
the previous question then Mr. Lan-
dry’s resolution must be put immedi-
ately afterwards.
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Misrepresentation.

Mr. Blair’s personal organ misrepre-
sents Mr. Wetmore on the question of
biennial sessions of the Legislature,
Here is what it says :—

“ Mr. Pugsley’s resolution in fayor of bien-
nial sessions of the Legislature received six
votes, If Mr. Wetmore had had the courage
to carry out his views as expressed at an
carlier day in the session, the resolution would
have received seven votes, but some one has
been putting the member for York on his
guard, and he has taken back water on this
question. A week ago, Mr. Wetmore was of
the opinion that once every two years was
often enough for the Legislature to meet.
His change of mind is very sudden. No prin-
ciple being at stake, it is singular that Mr.
Wetmore should ever for one moment have
advocated doing away with one session. His
objection to annua! sessions sounded very
sharp, in the mouth ofa York County repre-
sentative.”

What Mr. Wetmore did say on the
subject was as follows, and we quote
from the short hand report of his speech
on the budget : —

“There are a great many things which pos-
sibly may be of use, but when it comes to the
question whether we can afford them or not,
it seems to me if the conviction of the House
and country is that they cannot be afforded,
we have got to dispense with them. I there-
fore consider it might and should be a grave
matter for the consideration of the House,
whether we could not dispense with some of
the sessions we are holding. As a matter of
course, I feel the great necessity of at all
times and under all circumstances bringing
the government of the country as near to the
people of the country as they can be brought..
I see the necessity of as frequently bringing
the actions of the representatives of the people
under the notice of the country as possible,
but, sir, if after all said and done, it simply
comes to be the question, whether we can
afford it or not, though it might be advisable
it we have not got the money to do so, and if
with a view to retrenchment and economy, it
would be advisable to limit and shorten the
times when the Legislature meets, then, sir,
it strikes me that it might be possible for the
House to consider a question of that sort.”

When Mr. Pugsley’s resolution was
up for discussion Monday, Mr. Wetmore
spoke, and is reported as follows by the
official reporter ;—

“ Mr. Wetmore said he was opposed to the
motion. In speaking the other day he had
said the finanees of the province were in such
a condition that it might have to become a
question in the future to consider the necessity
of holding biennial sessions. He hoped that
day would never come and would yote against
the motion.”

While we do not consider it necessary
to correct all the misrepresentations of
Mr. Wetmore contained in Mr. Blair’s
organ from time to time, the above was
so malicious that it could not be allowed
to pass unchallenged.
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Denying the Facts.

It is extremely silly in the Local Gov-
ernment to attempt to stuff it down the
country’s throat, that they have not used
the patronage of their offices to the pre-
judice of the Liberal Conservative party
in New Brunswick. When Mr, Blair
and Mr. McLellan, and Mr. Ritchie, and
the learned Dr. Stockton, get up in their
places in the Assembly, and avow that
they are not guilty of the charges made
against them in this connexion, and be-
lieved too, by men of both parties, they
presume very largely upon the gullibility
of the country. 'Why, what has been
the record of these gentlemen. Refer-
ence to one matter alone, is sufficient to
prove how thoroughly they have made
their offices and influence, subservient to
the Grit party. Without one notable
exception, the men whom they have dis-
placed from office, have been Liberal
Conservatives, and those appointed by
them, have been Grits. Take our own
county for instance, where the official
guillotine was first set in motion. They
dismissed Mr, Temple from the office of
Sheriff, Mr. C. H. B. Fisher from the
County Clerkship, Mr. Wesley VanWart
from the clerkship of the Peace, and Mr.
J. L. Inches from the office of Secretary
of the Board of Agriculture. These
gentlemen were all known to be Liberal
Conservatives, as their successors, Mr.
A. A. Sterling, Mr. W. Wilson and Mr.
C. H. Lugrin, were known to be Grits
of the most pronounced type. The office
of Registrar of Probates for York, be-
came vacant, by the appointment of Mr.
Straton to the Judgeship. Did the Gov-
ernment appoint a Liberal Conservative
to the position? Certainly they did not.
The people of Fredericton and York
know, that no Liberal Conservative has
received an appointment from Mr. Blair’s
Government. In St. John too, the Gov-
ernment tried its hand at dismissing
Liberal Conservatives, but the Governor
exercising a constitutional right, stayed
their hands. 'Will the Government deny
that they intended displacing Dr. Tuck
from the Recordership, Mr. Willet from
the Circuit Court Clerkship, and another
gentleman from the position of Secretary
of the Asylum Commission, every one
of them Conservatives’ Then what
about Mr. Wells in Westmorland, who
was forced out of office, to give place to
Mr. Peck, a faithful Grit. It is idle for
the Government to deny that they have
treated Conservatives unfairly in the dis-
tribution of their patronage, or that
they have in the York and St. John elec-
tions, done their level best to defeat the
candidates in sympathy with the Domi-
nion Government. Mr. Blair and his
Grit colleagues in the Government, haye
hoodwinked the alleged Conservative
wembers of the administration, and
turred them to their own advantage, but
when they are confronted with the facts,
they are bold enough to deny what is
patent to eyerybody. |

It is about time the Conservatiyes of |
New Brunswick realized the game that
i; being played on them by Messrs.

.

supporting the Conservative Government
at Ottawa, it is an anomaly, that an ag-
gressive Grit Government should exist
at Fredericton. We repeat it, that we
have not desired this issue. There isno
Justification for mixing local with Domi-
nion questions, but that issue has been
forced upon the Liberal Conservative
party, by the determined action of the
Local Government in making them-
selves the pliant tools of the Grit party
and they will be compelled eventually,
to face the consequences,
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Mr. Blair’s Insincerity.

Nothing could be more insincere,
nothing could be more dishonest, politic-
ally speaking, than Mr. Blair’s attitude
on the questions dealt with, in his now
famous reform resolutions of 1881. Then,
we beheld that gentleman as the expon-
ent of economy, reform, retrenchment,
and every other subject that has raised
demagogues to position before, but now
that he is in power, now that he is able,
if he were willing, to carry out the meas”
ures he supported while in opposition,
he finds it convenient to forget his most
solemn pledges. Mr. Blair has a majoriy
at his back that would carry almost any
measure, if he but crack the party whip,
but he only laughs at the platform he
erected for himself and his friends in
1881. “Tt is all very well,” says Mr.
Blair, “to talk reform and economy
when you are in opposition ; the theory
is very fine, but when you get into the
Government, you find it impossible to
carry the theory into practice.” “I
must confess,” says Mr. Blair, “that I
have had to modify my ideas on these
matters since attaining to power,” and
here is the proof of the honorable gen-
tlemar’s insincerity. He used the eco-
nomical cry to elevate himself to power,
and now he laughs at the people who
were verdant enough to believe that he
was in earnest in 1881. “These ques-
tions are now all dead issue, relics of the
past,” says Mr. Blair, and his pliant ma-
jority in the Assembly, shout “ Amen.”
But the country has not forgotten
Mr. Blair’s promises of reform and
economy. However successfully he may
be able to wriggle and twist out of them
in the Legislature, he cannot deceive the
electors, who observe that Mr. Blair has
been satisfied to run on in the old ruts.
Mr. Blair talk about economy, indeed !
He has not made one honest effort to
effect a beneficial change in the adminis-
tration of affairs. To what measure can
he point as an evidence that his profes-
sions were sincere. The country has
never witnessed a more profligate expen-
diture of the public funds than during
the past year. He has scattered the
contents of the Treasury, right and left
among his partizans. What with his
subsidized press, his subsidized officials,
the reckless expenditure in travelling ex-
penses, criminal prosecutions and a dozen
other matters, he has made a record for
extravagance unparalleled in this Pro-
vince. Mr. Blair has no valid claims for

support, on the record his Government
has made during their four years of
power. As an economist, he has proved
a humbug, and as a reformer, a notori-
ous sham. His chief aim has been to
reward himself and his friends from the
public treasury, and to make his Gov-
ernment a mere ‘donkey engine,” as
Mr. Stockton would say, to the Grit
party in this Province,
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MR. BLAIR'S POLITICAL VIEWS.
1881 and 1886.

Confessions.

Myr. Blair in the Assem-
bly, March 5, 1886.

They (the Gpposition)
think economy is the
watchword with which
to go to the country,
and the cry which will

lace them upon the

reasury Benches and
its present occupants
elsewhere. 1 believe it
is the duty of a Govern-
ment to practise econo-
my, although it may
not be always popular
to do so. Every mem-

Professions.

Mr. Blalr in the Assem-
bly. Feb. 23, 1881.

When it is shown
that the condition of
the finances call for
reforms, a strong case
is made out for the re-
formers and other con-
siderations must in a
large measure bend to
them. There is a de-
ficit existing this year,
and this fact points to
the necessity of mak-
ing some constitution-
al as well as other

changes, The public ber Enows the expres-
mind looks to the abo- sion made use c¢f by
lition of the Legislative a very emineunt man,
Council. Another sub- * nothing is so popular

as the cry of economy
and nothing so disas-
trous as to practice it.”
When you come to ap-
ply the pruning Knife,
you are met by a de-
mand on all sides, a
universal demand on
the part of the people
that you should not re-
duce what is being paid
in this way and what is
paid in another. The
great and important
items of expenditure,
those which go to make
up the substantial ex-
penditure of the Gov-
ernment of the country
you have to leave un-
touched, The conse-
quences will be disas-
trous, indeed to any
administration which
may undertake their
reduction, and, sir, if
the people of the coun-
try, as they do, fully
expect these services
to be maintalned, and
these expenses aug-
mented from year to
year, is it not too much
to expect of any Gov-
ernment that it shall
write its own condem-
nation by refusing to
the people what the
people themselves de-
mand. I am fiee to
confess that belore I
camos into the ranks of
the Government, 1 en-
tertained strong opini-
ons with reference to
the possibility of what
might be accomplished
in the way of reduction,
which my experience
has taught me were not
well founded, When 1
was in the Opposition,
I did entertain very
strong opinions ot what
might be accom plished
and I admit I have
been compelled to
modify them to some
extent,

ject is the reduction of
the Executive. A re-
duction was made in
the Executive some
years ago, and he had
not seen that the coun-
try was in favour of a
continuation of the
Council up to its pres-
ent strength. The
more you increase the
number of the Execu-
tive, the more expen-
sive it is made. There
is nothing in the situa-
tion in New Brunswick
different from Ontario
and Nova Scotia, yet
they get along with a
reduced Executive, —
One forecastle member
has 10 be employed in
criminal cases, another
has t0 go on delega~
tions, and the amount
to be saved by the re-
duction would not be
inconsiderable. Kight
members have a very
preponderating influ-
ence on the House. He
would favor a reduc-
tion to seven, having in
view a change to five.
There is very little rea-
son why this Province
should maintain a Gov-
ernment House. Hon-
orable members are in-
vited 10 Government
House when they come
here, and there may
be a ball occasionally,
but who would care to
maintain it for that.
Why should there be
all the parpkernalia at
the opercing of the
House. By the changes
he had mentioned there
would be a saving of
$20,000 a year. Why
should members now
receive $300 a session,
when $200 was suffici-
ent? He believed in
paylrg public officers
well, but an examina-
tion of the public offices
might show that there
are two many clerks.
He would prefer seeing
the more eflicient ones
receive larger salaries
and dispense with the
others, He referred to
the Crown Land De-
partment. The coun-
try expects these mat-
ters be dealt with in a
radical spirit, and that
the annual expenditure
be taken hold of.

Extended comment on the above sug-

gestive extracts is unnecessary. They
tell their own tale, and that, in eloquent

terms of Mr. Blair’s political dishonesty,
The Legislative Council remains, costing
as much as ever. There are still nine
members of the Executive, with their
« prepondering influence.” Government
House is still maintained at the public
expense. Mr. Blair paid £3,500 for its
maintenance last year, some hundreds
of dollars more than was paid by the
old Government in 1882, the last year
they were in power. The members still
draw their sessional indemnity of 2300,

' None of the Crown Land or other clerks

have heen dismissed, but in some cases
: ; . s
their salaries have been raised. 3w,

Blair’s professions were those of a seem-
ingly honest reformer. His confessions

Blair, Ritchie, McLellan, and the other
Grit members of the Local Government, |
|

and that they prepare themselves to |
fight this new form of Gritism. With

¢leven out of the sixteen representatives

sive evidence of a man who has been
forced to witness the shattering of his
fondest hopes. Mr. Blair has struggled
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with Theory and Practice, and the lat-
ter has downed him., Poor Mr. Blair.

i
The number of immigrants settled in Can-
ada during 1885 was 79,1069.
The Ottawa Freemasons are organizing an

excursion to the Colonial and Indian exhibi-
tion.

College, Halifax, is dead.

Montreal had a $200,000 fire last Wednec=
day, during which one fireman was killed
and several were injured.

Inspector Dickens of the Mounted police,
has resigned. He is a son of the great
novelist, Charles Dickens.

Archbishop Taschereaa of Quebec, has
been created a Cardinal by the Pope. He is
the first Canadian Cardinal.

George Reading, a prominent citizen of
Truro, N. S., and for many years prothonotary
for Colchester County, is dead.

The Conservative Local Government of
Manitoba has been sustained by a vote of
sixteen to eight in the Assembly.

Gen. Naglee of San Jose, Cal., left an
estate valued at $1,000,000, to be divided
equally between two daughters.

The Labrador autumn fishing was almost a
total failure, but winter hunting has been
abundant and the seal fishery promises well.

The Truro curlers, the other day at Ottawa,
won the Governor-General’s cup and medal,
defeating the Lindsay, Ountario, Club by 14
points,

Hon. D. A. Smith of Montreal has pur-
chaased, in New York, one of Jules Breton's
famous pictures “the Communicants™ for
which he paid $45,500.

It is estimated that during the recent snow
blockade the N. B. Railway Co. had to shovel
through drifts aggregating 30 miles in length
and averaging 4 to 5 feet high.

Sir Hector Langevin has presented to the
Parliament, the medical report taken in Riel's
case, It is to the effect that Riel was sane,
the decision of the doctors being unanimous.

The World says that the name of Hon. T.
F. Gillispie is mention among the numerous
candidates for the vacant post-mastership of
Obatham. There are said to be seventy ap-
plicants for the position.

The honorable member who introduced a
bill in the N. B. Assembly to regulate the
width of bob-sleds, has a prototype in Mr.
Bishop, an Ontario M. P. P., who waunts leg-
islation to regulate the width of sleighs.

Sedley Blanchard, Q. C., the leading lawyer
of Manitoba and one of the most prowminent
citizens of Winnipeg is dead. 1le was a son
of J. F. Blanchard dry goods merchant of
Truro, N. S., and went to Manitoba in 1870
as Private Secretary to Lieut,-Governor, now
Sir Adams Archibald.

Rev. Dr. Ross, ex-Principal of Dalhousie |

The Woodstock Press takes the FArMER
t> task for its assertion, that public opininn!
does not demand the abolition of the Legis- |
lative Couancil, and our contemporary says |
that the members of that body are not even |
ornamental. Jsn't that rather hard on one
of Carleton’s Assembly men, whose ambition
i3 to secure a seat in the Upper House.

Ottawa people were highly amused the
other day, at the action of the Dominion
Temperance Alliance, when Senator Vidal
was in the chair, passing a resolution that
the Senate was useless and should be abol-
ished. The honorable Senator left the chair
and indignantly protested, but in vain. It
was dualy resolved that he was useless and
should be abolished.

There are one thousand and sixty-nine civi]
gervice employés at-Ottawa, exclusive of
female clerks, copyists and persons merely
engaged in Government work during the
Parliamentary session, As the majority of
the civil servants are married and have fami-
lies, it is not much out of the way to say that
5000 people out of Ottawa’s 80,000 are direct-
ly supported by the Government.

In the Ontario Assembyy, the other day,
Premier Mowatt, in reply to an enquiry, said
that if the Government disposed of the pro-
perty known as Government House, it must
provide such other suitable residence for the
Lieut.-Governor as will be satisfactory to the
Parliament of Canada., Wonder if that pria-
cipal applies to New Brubswick. Perhaps
Mr. Ellis who is anxious to have our Govern-
ment House abolished, will furnish the infor-
mation.

The DBritish War Office is considering |
seriously a plan for the establishment of an
agency for the regular purchase of cavalry
horses in Cavada for use in the British Army.
It is suggested that this will open a new
market for Canada, and will compensate, toa
certain extent, the people of the Dominion
for the losses they have sustained through
the operation of the American tariff. The
project contemplates the purchase of 3000
horses annually.

The Truro Guardian, which has very much
improved under Mr. Mills' management, is
now issued twice a week. Itisan enterprising,
newsy journal, but somewhat extreme in Do-
minion politics. The lively little town of
Truro, however, and the splendid agricultural
country surrounding it, will doubtless come
generously to Mr. Mills’ assistance in his ef-
forts to provide a newspaper worthy of sup-
port, notwithstanding that the editor is so
far astray in his treatment of Federal ques-
tions.

Rev. Jobn McLean of the Blood reserve,
says he takes no stock in the claptrap about
abuses practised on the Indians by Govern-
ment officials in the North-West. He be-
lieves the Government is doing all it can for
the Indians, and the agents are honestly try-
ing to carry out their instructions. If disloyal
men let the Indians alone there is little dis-:
content among them. In any event he fears
no trouble. When the Indians were told of
Major-General Middleton's intended military
display they were angry and talked warlike ;
but, after an explanation of the object of the
flying column had been given, they settled
down, greatly relieved.

The report of Railways and Canals first |

deals with the Canadian Pacific Railway, |
the total length of which from Montreal to |
Port Moody is given at 2,803 miles. Up to
the end of December 1885, the full nmount¥
of the original cash subsidy, $25,000,000 all |
but $455,087 has been paid over, and the
loan of $22,500,000 had also been paid over,
less $849,300. During the year 1,185 miles
of railway were operated by the Government
and every mile was run at a loss with the
single exception of the Wiadsor branch of
the Intereolonial, on which there was a profit
of $5,609. The loss on the Intercolonial
was $12,384, and on the Prince Edward Is-
land Railway of $52,618. The total loss on
all during the year was $125,467. The de-
partment spent $14,000,000 on railways dur-
ing the year.

Hansard, the official record of the pro-
caedings and debates of the House of Com-
mons, is a costly affair. Lverything that is
done in the Houss is reported word for word.
There are eight Hansard reporters, who are
probably the best shorthand writers in the
¢ountry, and who receive $2000 a year each.
Two are French. They have all amanuenses
or clerks during the session, at $12 a week, |
t> help them extend their notes. Then there |
are eight French translators at $15600 a year

course, the printing and publishing of the re-
poits, bringing up the total cost of Hansard
to over $50,000 a year. Splendid work is re-
turoed for it, for the doings in the House of
Commons are short-hended, waitten out,
printed, revised and published in complete ¢
form within 24 hours at the outside, after

the close of any sitting.

| respo
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each, DBesides these salaries there are, of |as

IECTOR LANGEVIN.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS,

The Hon. Sir Hector Langevin was born
in Quebee, August 25th, 1826, and was edu-
cated at the Seminary in his native city.
He studied law in Moxtreal and was called to
the bar in 1850. He was editor of a news-
paper devoted to politics and theology, pub-
lished in Montreal, and subsequently became
editor of Le Courier du Canada, pul;lished in
Quebec. In 1857 he wes made Mayor of
Quebec, and was re-elected in 1858-59. [e
was elected a member of the Proviucial Par-
liament January 2nd, 1838, and has always
supported the Conservative party. In March,
1864, M. Langevin became Solicitor-Ganeral
for Lower Canada, with a seat in the Cabinet
of Sir E. P. Tache's Administration, and was
made Post-Master General in 1866. During
this year he was one of the delegates to the
Confederation Congress, and repuired to Lon-
don with the other delegates to comwplete the
arrangements for Canada’s consolidation. In
1867 M. Langevin was made Secretary of
State of Canada, Superintendent of general
Indian affairs and Registrar-General. In
1869 he changed this office for that of Minis-
ter of Public Works, which he retained until
the fall of Macdonald’s Cabinet in 1873. In
1878 he was sent to Parliament from Three
Rivers, and was made Post-Master General
in that year. In 1879 he resigned this port-
folio and again became Minister of Public
Works. In 1881 he was made a K. C. M. G.,
having previously been made a * Companion
of the Bath.” Special interest attaches to
the honorable gentleman at this time, in view
of the prominent part he is taking in the
Riel debate, a spicy report of which appears
elsewhere.
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A LIVELY DEBATE

In the House of Commons on Lan-
dry's motion to Censure the
Government for the Exe-
cution of Riel.

Langevin's Patriotic Speech.

e moves the “ Previous Question”
to force a square vote on the
Main Resolution.

Amyot leads the Bolters.

The Riel question has at last come before
Parliament. It was introduced on Friday
last by Mr. Landry, M. P. for Montmagny,
Quebec, and the debate on his resoiution is
There have been foew mat-

still in progress.

ters brought up in Parliameht which made
more stir about the House than Mr, Landry’s
As three o'clock approached, the
corridors were thronged by people, and little
koots of members gathered every here and
In a
moment afier the opening of the House, the
entire galleries of the Commons chamber
were crowded by the public, and a thousand
or more people, unable to get in, turned away
' or stood aimlessly outside the buildings during
In the
House, there were conspicuous in the Speak-
er's Gallery, Lady Lansdowne, Miss West,
Hon. Sir Lionel Sackville West, Lady Mac-
donald, Sir Fred. and Lady Middleton, Mrs.
Alexander Mackenzie, wife of the ex-premier,
Down be-
low, nearly every member at present in the
Sir John Macdon-
ald’s appearance was unexpected, for he was

motion.

there for little chats on the sitnation,

much of the afterncon and evening.

and a number other notabilities.
capital was in his place.

known to be indisposed.
MR. LANDRY'S RESOLUTION,

' which was seconded by Mr. Labrosse, another

Quebec M. P., was as follows:

*«That this House feels it its duty to express its
deep regret that the sentence of death passed
upon Louis Riel, convicted of high treason, was

allowed to be carried into execution.”

There was a dead silence in the House as

Mr, Landry commenced speaking in French
from a carefully written manuscript. Mr.
Landry is physically one of the smallest men

in the House, is brisk and chirpy in manner,

and usually wears a cheerful smile. He

looked a little nervous, but moved his resolu-

tion in a clear and confident tone, and con-
tinued speaking auite coolly and dispassion-
ately.
ment when it was clear that he was going to
speak in French, and the House soon became
restless, a few members leaving at intervals,
and others taking to reading and writing,
Probably not one-third of the English mem-
bers of the House understand French, even
imperfectly. Sull it was a little significant
that at no time did Mr. Landry’s speech
awaken any applause, and only once or twice
elictited a *“ hear!” He gave four reasons for
makiog the motion he bad placed in the
Speaker’s hands, regretting the execution of
Ri-l. First, the jury's recommendation to
mercy, which must have been prompted by
the doubt a®™the prisoner’s sanity. Secondly.
the alleged insanity of the prisoner. He
objected to the composition of the medical
commission. Thirdly, the fact that Generai
Middleton treated Riel as a prisoner of war
and not as a rebel.  IFourthly, because it was
now the practice of all civilizad countries not
to execute political prisoners, and Riel was,
he contended, a political priconer. Mr. Lan-
dry was very shy of expressing an opinion of
his own on this Juestion of insanity, but
from what could be gathered in his remarks,
he did go ths length of expressing the opinion
that there was a doubt of his sanity, When
Mr. Landry sat down he was applauded by
some four or fiva in his immediate vicinity,

| including Mr. Amyot.

SIR HECTOR LANGEVIN

said he found it difficult to keep silent at the
time the attacks were being made against the
Government in the Province of Quebec some
four months ago, and he was in the position.
with two of his coileagues, of representing
that Proviuce in the Government. DBut it
was not before a crowd, not at the church
door, not before the public meetings, that he
should meet the accusers of the Government,
and especially the accusers of the ministers of
the Province of QQuebec. He thought the
proper place to meet their accusers, was on
the floor of Parliament, where they could
meet face to face, where their trial was to
take place, where they were to be arraigned,
and where their peers were to be found.
The French members of the (Government
were denounced as traitors to their race,
traitors to their nationality, and traitors to
their country. He thought that, after hav-
ing been twenty-nine years in public life,
having had the confidence, not only of the
countrymen of his own origin, but also those
in the other Provinces as well, he could have
been spared the title of ¢ traitor.” (Hear,
hear.) Bat, thank God, that word * traitor”
had not been pronounced by eyen a majority
of his Province, and certainly not by a major-
ity of the country at large, No, they
WERE NOT TRAITORS TO THEIR COUNTRY,

or their nationality! They had simply done
their duty to their Queen and country.—
(Cheers.) They were not, as were their ac-
cusers, without an oath of office ; they had a
nsibility as Minister of the Crown, a re-
ponsibility as a Cabinet, and a responsibility
the advisers of the QQueen’s representative,
and they had a duty to perform to their
QQueen and to their country, and that duty
they believed they had performed, and they
believed that the House, when they had been
heard, and history as well, would say that
they had only done their duty. (Applause).
Three or four months ago nothing but pas-
sios, gentiment and hatred could bs heard,

There was a murmur of disappoint-

but now that the sober reflection of the peo-
ple bad come back, and now that they were

here before the peoples’ representatives—
those judges that were to give their verdict
for or against them—they could now be heard
and could explain the position of the Gov-
ernment. They intended to explain why
they acted as they did and why they should
be sustained. (Applause.) During the last
session of Parliament they had heard from
day to day, of events that were passing in
the Northwest, how some of their best men
there, settlers and others, had been made
prisoners and how Louis Riel was there with
bands of armed men,

DEFYING THE AUTHORITIAS,

and intending to establish his authority there
azainst that of the Queen. They heard that,
not content with having the halfbreeds in
arms, he had also called to his help the In-
dians (the savages of the north) in order that
he might have a footing in that country.
They had heard that not only had settlers
been made prisoners, not only had some poor
settlers been murdered, not only had a num-
ber of Monnted Police in the Northwest been
killed, but that two peaceful missionaries,
who had never done anything to these say-
ages but good, had also been murdered by the
Indians, and that Louis Riel had called upon
these same Indians to come to his aid. In
consequence of this news, the Government
called on the militia of the country to go to
the relief of the settlers and to restore order.
The fact of Gen.jMiddleton having had cor-
respondence with Riel, prior to his surrender,
was no justification of the plea that he and
his councii were given to understand that
their crime would be in any way condoned,
and no sach guarantee was given. With re,
spect to the trial, it took place under the same
law and before the same tribunal that had
been in existence in the Northwest Territor-
ies for years, a tribunal that had been estab-
lished by hon. gentlemen opposite. Every
facility was given to the prisoner to present
his defence; delays were granted, the ex-
penses of witnesses were paid by the Crown,
and after a fair and impartial trial, he was

FOUND GQUILTY OF HIGH TREASON,

The stipendiary magistrate had no option
under the act of 1868, but to pronounce sent-
ence of death., The jury, in recommendine
the prssoner to mercy, knew perfectly well
that their recommendation could not modify
a sentence for high treason under that act,
and if they had had any doubt as to the pri-
soner’s sanity, or as to the eviden ce or proceed-
ings at the trial, they would not have found a
verdict so severe. But they did not do so,
and the verdict had to be taken as they gave
it. The full court was appealed to at Win-
nipeg on the insanity plea, and the appeal
was unanimously rejected. When the ques-
tion was brought before the Governor-in-
council, it was not that the prisoner should be
tried a second time, but to discover whether
there were any additional facts brought to
light which would warrant the interference
of the Governor-General. In this case there
was no such contingency. The prisoner’s
counsel relied solely upon the alleged insanity
of the prisoner, and thet there might ba no
doubt on that score the Government caused a
medical commission to 'be issued to enquire as
to his condition. The report of that commis-
sion was laid before the Governor-in-council,
and the Government, after weighing all the
circumstances and consideringy its duty to the
prisoner and to society and the country, re-
lucantly came to the conclusion that the

LAW SHOULD TAKE ITS COURSE.

As a result the Goverument had been traduc-
i ed and villified day after day. Riel had, dur-
ing the previouns political troubles, secured
| the death of Thomas Seott for treason to his
provisional goveonment, and he had not been
very severely punished for his part in that
matter. Why, then, should the Government
of this country, charged with preserving order
and obedience to the law, be called to account
for having done what ?—~riot for having con-
demned Riel to death but ounly for having al-
lowed the law of the land to be carried into
effect. (Hear, hear.) Either Louis Riel
was justified in putting Thomas Scott to
death, or the Government could not be con-
demned for having allowed the law to be
carried out. He sincely regretted that the
hon, member for Montmagny, (Mr. Landry)
' had seen fit to propose this motion of censure
azainst the Government and he hoped that
the large majority of the house would re-
member that they had only done their duty,
although they had done it with reluetance,

|
agitation in Quebec after the execution of
Riel. He said it was the result of the ex-|
uberance of generosity which distinguishes |
the Latin races. He admired the spirit Ofl
Quebec provinee in taking up the cause of a
suffering minority. The half-breeds, he said,
were perhaps neglected, although never
tyrannized over, and he did not blame the |
exaggeration of a high and noble spirit which |
in November last became so excited. He |
blamed only the mean political attempt of
cartain parties to make the movement

SERVE THEIR OWN ENDS,

and he felt that the success of their efforts
would isolate French Canadians in Canada
and destroy the results of their forty vears of
loyalty to their friends, the Conservatives.
He claimed that the feeling aroused among |
English speaking people by the agitation had
caused much alarm in Manitoba. Mr. Lan-!
dry's motion made things worse, and he con- |
siderad its aim merely to divert the good will |
of his countrymen to a political party with |
whom they had nothing in common, and |
who had no useful programme with which to |
influence the country. Iie closed by stating |
that he would vote with the Government.

Mr. Gigault followed Mr. Royal, support-
ing Landry’s resolution, and he in turn was
replied to by 1

MR. WALLACE, |
who took up the question of Orange con-
nection with the execution. He said that
the position of the Orangemen of Canada
throughout had been a dignified, calm and
patriotic one. It had been asserted that
Orange lodges had petitioned for the exe-
cution. It was a falsehood. There were
2000 Orange lodges in the country of one
kind or another, and of thase, not more than
six, to his personal knowledge, had even
considered the question, and none had even
petitioned for Riel's death. The Grand
Lodge of British North America, which he
said, was the head and front of Orangemen
in this country, had passed one resolution
regarding the rebellion. It was a resolution
passed just after Riel's capture, expressing
admiration of the loyalty and bravery of the
volunteers, sympathy with the bereaved, and
hoping that now that Riel was captured the
rebellion would be speedily suppressed and
steps taken to avenge the foul murders com-
mitted, This resolution, the only authentic
Orange utterance, had not been published or
made publicly known until November 19,
three days after Risl was executed. During
bis remarks, Mr. Wallace expressed his per-
sonal opinion about a man who, like Riel,
had the blood of Scott and so many others
on his head, and who had twice represented
the causes of treason, rebellion and murder
and nothing else. He concluded by attack-
ing the plea sst up of Riel's insanity, by re-
viewing the extent and criminality of the
mischief he did, and the necessity of a warn-
ing being given to similar law-breakers.

MR, M, C. CAMBRON,

one of the leading Grit members, was the
next speaker, and the cue to his speech was
given in his first words, in which he indicat-
ed that he would vote for Mr. Landry's mo-
tion. Mr. Wallace, he said, had accused the
Opposition of applanding Mr. Amyot, al-
though they would not dare to vote for him.
Speaking for himself, he had applauded Mr.
Amyot and would vote for him too. He
proceeded to rake the Government fore and
| aft in the most approved bolter style. He
| thought Riel was hanged, not because of last
year's operations, but *to avenge the blood
of brother Thomas Scott.” Then he sailed
into the Government for the non-production
of papers relative to Riel and the rebellion.
He arraigned the Government as responsible
for the rebellion : * they slept and slumbered
until awakened by the thunder of the guns at
Duck Lake !” This roused a chorus of howls,

1

|
l
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Victoria and Sutherland of Selkirk of the
government side were also absent. The gov-
ernment majority in a full house would have |
been fifty-four on Sir Hector’s resolution.
This, however, cannot be consnderpd any |
criterion as to the vote on the direct issue, as |
raised by Landry’s motion, as some opposition |
members, notably Maskenzie and Cartwright
and others, will, it is understood, vote 1n
support of the government, while some on
the government side among the French re-

 presentacives will support Landry’s motion.

MR, CURRAN

then continued the discussion on Landry’s
motion. He said Laurier and his friends had
gone all over Quebec province declaring
against the Government for hanging Riel.
They had burned the ministers in effigy and
declared them murderers and greater crimi-
nals than Riel. Cameron had denounced the
executive as a foul blot ; Edgar bad gone to
Montreal and was present at the Champ de-
Mars meeting assisting and encouraging effigy
burcing. These men did not wait for
the production of the papers and did not
then say they were fighting in the dark.
The Globe had howled against the govern-
ment for the execution. Blake in the Scott
murder case took his account of the transac-
tions from the newspapers and did not want to
to wait for the production of documents. To-
day the house was in possession of the evi-
dence at the trial, the speeches of counsel,
the judge’s charges and all documents before
the jury at Regina, yet the opposition and the
bolters had voted that they did not want the
question to come up because as they said they
had not all the papers necessary, e defied
them to point out a single document lacking.
As to the sanity of Riel, the Government had
the verdict of the jury, the decision of the
Manitoba court of appeals, which all showed
Riel as sane as any man before and up to his
conviction. Since then they Fad the reports
of medical men showing Riel sane in his con-
viction.
MR, COURSOL, A BOLTER,

followed Mr. Curran. He admitted that the
opponents of the Government had no ground
to stand on unless it could be shown that
Riel was insane at the time of the rebellion.
He believed that Riel waa.insane, and would
vote for Landry’s resolution, At the same time
he wished it understood that he believed the
present Government the best for the country
and would support them in other matters.

Mr. Wood of Brockville, followed Coursol,
and Mayor Langelier of Quebec, a straight
Grit, occupied the remainder of the sitting.

In the debate yesterday, Rykert spoke for
the Government and Bechard and Laurier
for the Opposition. Sir Adolph Caron moved
the adjournment, and has the floor when the
debate is resumed this evening.
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THE VOLUNTEERS OF CANADA.

Sir Fredericton Middleton's Sugges-
tions and Recommendations.

A feature of the blue book of the Minister
of Militia, submitted to Parliament, is Gener-
al Sir Frederick Middleton’s report. Sir
Frederick wants the number of volunteers
reduced and ths corps better drilled. He
wants the Snider rifle abandoned, and the
Martini Henri substituted. He thinks the
'system of rifle practice wholly defective,
particularly in the rural districts, and he
wants the Dominion Artillery and Rifle As-
gociations put on a more strictly military
footing and a qualified musketry instructor
secured for every volunteer camp. In this
connection, he suggests that two or three
militia officers should be sent to England for
a course of instruction at the School of Mus-

hoots and whistles from the Tories, and cheers
from the Grits, and Mr. Cameron, with his
eyes blazing at the ministerialists, shook his

honorable gentleman opposite as well as any
man in this Ilouse, and 1 understand why
thev

YELL AND SQUBAL,

it is because I tell the truth 7 e attacked
the justness and fairness of the trial at Re-
gina, aud the Government conduct of it.
Pointing ut the ministers, “I say,” he said,
“ that greater criminals than Riel remain un-
tried to this hour!” The Tories hooted again

with regret and with pain,

During the afternoon it had been whisper-
ed that the Government would spring a trap
on the Opposition by moving the * previous
question,” a parliamentary formula which
bars any amendment to a motion. The ob-
ject, of course, would be to force the Grits to
vote on the straight execution issue. The
rumor proved true. Sir Hector closed his

amid expressions of disgust from the Oppo-
sition. Before this he made a powerful per-
oration, {however, repeatedly rousing Tory
cheers, and claiming that the Governraent
had acted conscientiously in refusing to inter-
fere with the execution, had had at heart
only the true interests of justice regardless of
race, and had borne specially in mind the
credit of justice in the wide and sparsely set-
tled Northwest.

MR, AMYOT

continued the debate. He is a very earnest
speaker, with a forcible command of English,
| one of the men to whom the House listens
exceptionally well. He received a round of
' applause from the Grits on rising. Hisspeech
was a bitter and sustained attack upon the
Government over its course in regard to Riel.
He denounced the Government for withhold-
ing documents. He contended that instead
of merely allowing the law to take its course
the goyernment was bound to revise the sen-
tence of the Court, which could not be ear-
ried out except by an Order-in-Council. The
Government had shirked their respousibility
in simply allowing the law to be carried out.
Riel had not a fair trial, as the time asked
for the purpose of securing witnesses had not
been granted. At one time the Ministerialists
laughed loudly, and Mr. Amyot exclaimed,
“ You may laugh now, but the time is com-
ing when applause will be on our side.” The
Government had not given Riel, the madman,
half the justice he was entitled to. Why
Archbishop Taché was not called as a witness
he knew but would not tell yet. The trial
was legal, he admitted. Parliament was en-
titled to sit as a Court of Appeal in this case
but the Government unfairly moved the
previous question. It was an insult to the
House. It was an appeal to partisanship in
the belief that the House was either so in-
timidated or corrupt that it would support
the Government.

It appears that Mr. Amyot’s connection
with the Ninth Battalion moved Sir Adolphe
Caron to overlook that corps officially, and
Mr. Amyot says that the Minister set spies
to find ground to make official charges
against him. He challenged Sir A. Caron
to form a court of * his dude officers” to
investigate, He was not afraid  He almost

HISSED OUT HIS CONTEMPT

for Sir A. Caron and what he termed the
Ministers low mean acts. He felt responsi-
bility in criticising the acts of those leaders
he had followed so long. He summarized
Sir Hector Langevin’s Scott argument as this :
If Riel was right in killing Scott, then we
were right in killing Riel.
Scott was one of those unfortunate incidents
attributable to Riel's madness. DBut that
was not the question. Their duty now was
to inquiry “If a grave has not been intention-
ally dug between the favlts of the adminis-
tration und the people.” Ile charged the
(Government with being the direct cause of
the rebellion and everything flowing from it.
Riel, a poor fool, did not cause it. Le Monde,
the organ of Sir Hector Langevin, he charged
with stirring up bad feeling and doing other
unspeakable things. He charged that the
Government decided on hanging Riel on Nov.
3rd, yet they had not the report of the medi-
cal commision till Nov. 8th. Questions of
human life were no longer within the domain
of justice, but were used as mere stakes of
polical interest.  Sir,” he exclaimed for-
mally renouncing his allegiance, “ I cannot
follow men on these question and I have de-
cided to leave them.” Party ties would not
make him any longer follow “ men who had
sacrificed cne of my fellow countrymen to
please some Orangemen.” In this latter sen-
tence Mr. Amyot showed the cloven hoof
and showed that zeal for his race was the
strong motive in his condemnation of the
Government on this question. He spoke
three hours and was careful to say nothing to
hurt the feelings of Ontario men. He was
unsparing in his denunciation of the Govern-
' ment and particularly bitter towards Sir Hec-
tor Langevin and Sir A. Caron,

MR. ROYAL
himself, a half-breed from Manitoba, was the

—1in fact *“ had been treated worse than the
Indians "—the present Government had en-
deavored all alonz to deal honestly with
them. Mr. Royal considered that the re-
bellion was really caused by white settlers |
unfriendly to the Government. He thought |
the half-breeds would have confined them-

selves to constitutional agitation but for the |
white settlers and Riel. He admitted that |
official delays took place in dealing with |
grievances which aggravated the half-breeds, |
but not to an extent responsible for the re-

bellion, He then took up the subject of the

|
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|
|
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speech by moving the * previous question”

The killing of‘

next speaker :—He took the line, that while |
the half-breeds had had undoubted grievances |

| Amyot, McMillan,

and one of them requested Mr. Cameron to
| “speak for himself.” He claimed that at
the trial of Riel every obstruction was thrown
in the way of the prisoner’s lawyers, whereas
every fact and paper tending to fix the real
respounsibility for the rebellion, whether upon
liel or the Government, should bave gone
before the jury with a view to giving the
jury a clear view of the extent of Riel's of-
| fence. Then he claimed that the nature of
Riel’s surrender should have been a safe-
guard to him. In view of that surrender and
of the jury’s recommendation to mercy, he
said, the execution of Riel was “simply a
1judicia1 murder,” “ a ministerial atrocity un-

paralled in modern history.”

-

l
men, claiming that although they did not
petition for Riel’s execution, being too shrewd
for that, many of the lodges took good care
to forward to Brother Sir John the resolu-
tions which they passed about the man they
called the * red-handed murderer of Brother
Thomas Scott.”” From this he passed on
to the Mail's famous articles against the Que-
bec agitation, and with a perfect hiss of an-
' ger and a wrench of the head that would
have shaken it off any average man, he de-
manded if there had ever been anything in
the annals of ecivilization g0 scandalous as
these writings. He charged that the Gov-
ernment had been throwing political dice on
on the living body of Riel,and were imbrued
in bis blood.
MR, CAMERON'S SPEECH

completely shattered the promise made for
the Liberal party by Mr. Blake at London,
that it would not construct a political plat-
form out of the scaffold of Regina. This is
exactly what Mr. Cameron’s speech did. He
was careful to say that he spoke for himsef,
but apart from the fact that Mr. Cameron is
ove of the most trusted mouthpieces of the
Liberal party, his speech last night met with
such a reception that it could not reasonably
be doubted that a powerful section, if not all
of the partv intend to stand by it. In his
three hours’ speech he squarely endorsed the
Quebec agitation and the revolt of the bolters
in every respect, and placed himself in line |
with the parti national. The powerfui per-
oration with which he closed his speech and
in which he charged the Government with
throwing political dice over the living body
of Riel and with murdering Riel to meet
| political exigencies, was greeted by cheers
| from both the Liberals and the bolters, and
| after it was over, several of the leading mem- |
| bers of the Opposition, including Mr. Blake,
gathered around the speaker and congratulat-
ed him.

There was a lively scene in the Commons
Monday before the debate on the Riel ques-
tion came up. It appears that Monday was
set down by the rules of the House, for the |
cousideration of private bills, but the Gov-
ernment, desirious of baving the debate on
Landry’s resolution disposed of first, Sir Hee-
tor Langevin moved that it take precedence,
or in other words be taken up at once. To
this

MR. BLAKE OBJECTED,

then attacked the government for
' pressing on Landry’s motion while feiling to
' supply material for discussion. It was the
' bounden duty of the governizent to bring
' down papers and it was iudecent to press on
the question without the papers. The minis-
ter of justice had just stated that the reports |
of the medical men as laid on the table re-|
garding Riel's sanity, were not the same as 9
the telegrams upon which the cabinet acted.
They were cooked up documents, not the
same, but different. The cypher telegrams
had been sent back to senders, which was
evidence that changes had been made and a
proof that the goyernment was afraid to
bring down all the docaments. The mys-
tery was great and the reason evident.

Hon. Mr. Thompson, minister of justice,
replied. He desired, he said, to give the
most direct contradiction to the statements
of the leader of the opposition. The tele-
grams were not suppressed. The documents
laid upon the table were the same as those
sent by the medical men. They were not
cooked up in any one particular. On his
word as a minister, responsible for his utter-
ances, he declared that Blake's serious

He

fist at them exclaiming, “I understand the |

Mr. Cameron then sailed into the Orange-

ketry at Hythe. He considers that revolver
| practice should be paid more attention te,
;and he recommends paid adjutants for city
regiments. He thinks the engineers branch
| of the force should be better attended ; that
the valise equipment should entirely replace
konapsacks ; that brown leather belts should
replace the present buff ones, and that the
volunteers should be supplied with light
patrol jackets for camp work, He expresses
dissatisfaction with the equipment of the
Cavalry, considering the Hussar uniform
which they use, as to expensive and compli-
cated. He wants stricter camp regulations,
and the time of camps to be increased to
fifteen days. He wants volunteer mounted
infantry in the North-West. The report is
a practical and plainly expressed one through-
out, and Sir Frederick seems to make a good
deal of his last year’s experiences. Of the
Gatling gun, by the way, he remarks that the
various unofficial accounts of its effects were
very much exaggerated and distorted. The
blue book states that the total strength of
the volunteer force on December 31, 1885,
was 0,350,
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EMBROIDERIES,

Etc., Etc., Etc.

TENNANT,
DAVIES & Co.,

are now showing a splendid assort
ment of

FINE EMBROIDERIES,

IN ALL WIDTHS,

Just received, direct from the Manu-
facturers.

ALSO @

American and Canadian Prints,
Tickings, Sheetings. etc.,
Gibson Cottons,

Gibson Cotton Batting,
Park’s Shirtings,

Park’s Knitting Cottons,

St. Croix Ginghams, etc., ete.,

all of the best value and lowest
prices,

TENNANT, DAVIES & GO0.

Queen Street, Fredericton,

Directly Opp. Normal School.

charge of maladministration, of suppression
and actual substitution to be entirely void of |
truth. He expressed his surprise that a man |
in Blake's position should dare without evi-|
dence, against the clearest evidence, to make |
such wild and untruthful charges. i

A division being had on Sir Hectors |
motion to go on with the debate on Landry
resolution there appeared, yeas, 105; nays, |
61—majority, 44. The bolters who voted |
with the oppos

S |

S

ition were Coursol, Bergeron, |
Landry and Desauloiers |

of Maskinonge. Blake and his friends all |

voted
STRAIGHT AGAINST SIR HECTORS RESO-
LUTION.

Forty-four members were absent—twenty- |
seven supporters of the Government, thirteen |
supporters of the opposition and four bolters. |
Catudal and Thompson of Haldimand, mem-
he opposition are away and will not |

be present during the debate. Cameron of

|

bers of t

February 10, 1886,

|

25 Agents for the celebrated M.,
R. & A. Dollar Unlaundried Shirt,
and the New York Domestic Paper
Patterns.

.
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SPRING, 1886.

W hite Cottons,
Grey Cottons,

White Sheetings,

Grey Sheetings,
Plain and ijlled.
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PILLOW COTTONS,

40, 42, 45 and 54 inches wide.

PRINTS,

Canadian, English & American.

CRETONNES,

some elegant Patterns,

ST. CROIX GINGHAMS,

Morse, Kaley & Co.’s

KNITTING COTTONS.

Nos. 4 to 20, best in the Market, no
fear of contradiction.
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6000 YARDS
Hamburg Embroideries,

better value than ever

Cotton Batting,
from the Gibson Mills.

POUND CALICO,

PARK'S COTTON WARPS,

—~l‘\’—‘

WHITE, BLUE and COLORED.

Carpet vWarps,

all Colors, all of which will be sold
as LOW as any Retail House in the
DOMINION.

JOHN J. WEDDALL.

Also Agent for Gilbert’s Lane Dye
Works, St. John, and McCall's New
York Bazaar Glove Fitting Patterns.
Catalogues and Monthlies free upon
application.

Fredericton, February 17.
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EDGECOMBE'S.
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Hamburg Embroideries,
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Grey Cottons,
‘White Cottons,
Pillow Cottoris,
Sheetings,
Tickings,
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Prints, Piqus, Shirtings, Etc.,
COTTON BATTING,
COTTON WARPS,

MORSE, KALEY & Co.'s

CELEBRATED

KNITTING COTTONS,

Etc.,, Etc.
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@"Thc Sale of Remnants and
Winter Stock will be continued
another Month.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.
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I. B. EDGRCOMBE

Queen St., Fredericton,

Branch Store, - - St. Mary’s,

Fredericton, February 17.




