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Waritime Farmer, 
FrepericToN, N. B., March 28, 1888 

The Railway Resolutions, 

The St. John Valley Railway, from 

Fredericton to Woodstock, may be 

considered an assured fact. Yester- 
day in the Assembly, Hon. Mr. Blair 
tabled resolutions asking the author- 

ity of the Legislature to subsidize this 
important line, and that body, under- 
standing the pressing importance of 
the work, will no doubt give its ap- 
proval, We congratulate our friends 
in the river parishes on their prospect 

of early railway communication with 

the rest of the world, and they will 
very readily, we feel sure, award to 
Mr. Temple and Mr. Blair, the deserv- 
ed meed of praise for securing to them 
what they most desired, a railway. 
But the proposed line is not only of 
local importance. The Temiscouata 

Railway about finished, and the St. 
John River Railway projected from 
Fredericton to the N. B. Railway to 
Westfield, uniting with the line from 

Fredericton to Woodstock, will give 
St. John and Quebec direct connexion, 

running through the very garden of 
the Province. Thus will the dream 
of a central line, which was temporar- 
ily dispelled by the location of the In. 

tercolonial, be realized. 

The other lines proposed to be sub-, 

sidized by the resolutions before the 
House are, the Temiscouata, from 

Edmundston to the Quebec boundary, 
the St. Sohn and Eastern from St. 

John to Barnesville on the St. Mar- 

tins and St. John, via Loch Lomond, 

and the St. John Extension to Fair- 

ville.” 
The resolutions will probably come 

up for discussion in the Assembly to- 
morrow evening. 
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A Legislative Surprise. 

The Quebec resolutions were carritd 
in the Nova Scotia Assembly rey’ § 
day, by a vote of twenty-two to elev n. 
Premier Fielding moved the resolu- 
tions in a two hours’ speech. When 

he concluded, some wag shouted 
“question.” It was exactly 6 o'clock 
and every one expected a night ses- 

sion. Premier Fielding was momen- 
tarily engaged in replying to a ques- 
tion from one of his supporters while 

a few humorous members shouted 
“divide,” “ divide.” A moment later 
the speaker put the question, and be- 
fore any one realized what was being 

done, a faint aye was followed by a 
roar of nays, and a division was called 

for. Attorney General Longley shout- 
ed “hold! hold” but it was to late, 

the names were being recorded. In 

less than a minute, without any dis- 
cussion and, therefore, without any 
detailed knowledge of the question, 
the majority had passed the Quebec 
resolutions, The members who have 

for a month past been preparing ela- 

borate speeches are furious with rage. 
The funniest part is that Mr. Fielding 
only skimmed the question in his 
speech, reserving many features to be 
elaborated by his co-delegates, Mr. 

Longley and Mr. McGillivray. Three 
Government men voted with the Op- 
position. The suddenness of the vote 
was regarded as a great joke on At. 
torney General Longley, who expect. 
ed to deliver hims2If of an exhaustive 
speech on the resolutions. 
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A Cabinet Row. 

There is a split in the Mercier Cabi- 
net at Quebec, that has set all Canada 
talking. The only English speaking 
member of that strange governmental 
mixture, Hon. James McShane of 
Montreal, an Irish Catholic who held 
the office of Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture and Public Works, has been dis- 
missed to please the fancy of Mercier’s 
French colleagues, the Rielite Conser- 
vatives who carried the Premier into 
power. * Mr. McShane has been sim- 
ply crushed out of the Cabinet * says 
a prominent member of Mercier’s 
party.” One of the reasons given for 
the minister's dismissal, is his alleged 
disregard for Cabinet secrets, but the 
trouble first originated, says the Mon- 
treal Star, in cosequence of an appoint- 
ment insisted upon by Mr. McShane 
which was coveted by some of Mer- 
cier’s other followers. The next trou- 
ble was over the Montreal tramway 
bill which Mr. McShane succeeded in 
killing and which bill was said’to be a 
very promising piece of paper for the 
promoters and lobbyists, Mr. Me- 
Shane's interference with that bill has 
never been forgiven. One of the 
great troubles with McShane was his 
exceeding liberality. He even com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin of sup- 
porting Conservatives in some con- 
tracts. A favorite expression of one 
of the members of the Cabinet was, 
¢ D——n that fellow, McShane, he 
cannot keep his mouth shut.” A good 
many little schemes were upset, per- 
haps not intentionally, but neverthe- 
less by McShane talking so freely to 
members who were not in the schemes 
All sorts of devices have been resort- 
ed to to get the Minister of Public 
Works to so commit himself as to 
Justify Mercier asking for his resigna- 
tion on the score of injury inflicted on 
the party, There was considerable 
rejoicing on the part of the clique 
when it was learned that an attempt 
was to be made to disqualify McShane 
in connection with the Laprairie elec- 
tion. It will be remembered that 
Mercier sailed for England suddenly 
and unexpectedly on the 18th of Janu. 
ary. A week before he sailed, two of 
his most prominent followers were 
heard to say, “ Get Mercier out of the 
way and we will fix McShane. The 
plots against the Minister have at last 
succeeded, but probably Mr. Me- 
Shane's dismissal will be but the pre- 
face to Mercier’s downfall. Mr, Mec- 
Shane is a great political fighter, and 
a favorite with all parties. He is a 
very strong man in his own constitu- 
ency, Montreal Centre, and stands 
high in the esteem of the masses of 
the people, and especially with his 
people of the same race and religion. 
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The Quebec Conference resolution 
advising abolition of the Legislative 
Councils is what struck the Upper 
Chambers. 
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Mr. Skinner's Attitude. 

Mr, C. N. Skinner, M. P., for St. 

John, by instinct, education, and asso- 
ciation is a Liberal Conservative, and 

in the last general election was found 
in the Grit party, simply because he 
had been very shabbily treated by a 

portion of the Conservative party in 

St. John, He was nominated for Par- 
liament by the Grits, because his per. 
sonal popularity was a guarantee that 
the ticket which he led would win, 

and they were not mistaken. Bat 
Mr. Skinner never had any sympathy 
with the Grit party, its principles, or 

want of principles, and after one year's 
association with them, he has evident- 
ly concluded that further he can have 

very little in common with them. 

Just now Mr. Skinner's political atti- 

tude is causing some discussion at 

Ottawa. He was one of the speakers 
in the Reciprocity, or rather Commer. 

cial Union debate, which has been in 
progress in the House of Commons for 
the past fortnight, following Mr. Ellis 

who declared that unless New Bruns- 
wick got reciprocity, the Province 
would secede from the Union. This 
text which Mr. Ellis farnished evi- 
dently dwelt in Mr. Skinner's mind, 
as well as his hatred of Mr. Ellis’ an- 
nexation sentiments, for during his 
address, Mr.S inner declared in un- 

mistakeable terms, his faith in the 

National Policy, and his love for Brit- 
ish connexion. 

In his speech, Mr. Skinner said that 
he had stated to his constituents that 

he would support the National Policy, 
inasmuch as the country had approved 
of it, and he thought the business of 

the country should be on a stable 
foundation. He wanted free trade 

with the United States, but it should 

be gained in such a way as to preserve 
our national existence. He did not 
think that with free trade with the 
United States we should have the in- 
auguration of universal prosperity and 

happiness. He believed that this 
country was capable of becoming 
wealthy and prosperous without the 
aid of the United States at all. He 
hoped as a British subject and a native 
born Canadian, that one day every 
foot of British soil on this continent 
should be under confederation. He 
favored reciprocal trade relations with 
with the United States, obtained step 
by step as the Americans seemed will- 
ing to enter into such an agreement ; 
he would have no cringing. - We were 
not in need of charity, If we want- 
ed the respect of the world we must 
be proud of the greatness of our 
country. He instanced the astonish- 
ing record of the city of St. John from 
which he came, and said that after the 
loss of the shipbuilding industry and 
the terrible holocust which had de- 
vestated it in 1877 they could never 
have recoyered had it not been for the 
manufactures, which had been foster- 
od under the National Policy. 
These extracts from Mr. Skinner's 

speech indicate that at heart he is still 
a supporter of the Government policy, 
and entirely out of tune with the abe 
surd policy of the Grits for Commer- 
cial Union. The delivery of Mr. Skin- 
ner’s speech seems to have been en- 
tirely disappointing to the Grit party 
in Parliament. When he arose to ad- 
dress the House, the Opposition cheer- 
ed loudly, but they felt blue enough 
before he had concluded. An Ottawa 
despatch thus describes the occasion : 
“Mr. Skinner was greeted on rising 

with prelonged Opposition applause. 
He is generally looked upon as one of 
the pillars of the party and much was 
expected from him in his advocacy of 
the Cartwright resolution. It is im- 
possible to describe the utter conster- 
nation that pervaded the Grit ranks as 
Mr. Skinner eect to state that 
he had been elected on the pledge that 
he would not vote to interfere with 
the main feature of the National 
Policy. He held the views expressed 
by Mr. Blake at Malvern, and whilst 
desirous of having a just, equitable 
and equally advantageous treaty of 
reciprocity with the United States, 
the proposition to have absolute free 
trade with that country could not meet 
his approval, He rebuked those who 
bad been crying the country. At 
this stage of the speech every mem- 
ber of the Opposition had turned 
around in their places and were star- 
ing the speaker in the face. One of 
them could not contain his indignation 
and shouted, “ You're a Tory.” Mr. 
Skinner, nothing daunted, said they 
might call him what they liked, but 
he thought if they wished to get com- 
mercial relations with any country the 
best way was to speak well of their 
own lands’s resources. If they de- 
cried their country they must not be 
surprised if their neighbors took them 
at the value they placed on them- 
selves. The speech was a bombshell 
in the Grit camp.” 
How Mr. Skinner's attitude as re- 

garded from an upper Province Con- 
servative standpoint, may be gathered 
trom the Montreal Gazette :— 

“ The unwise course of the Opposi- 
tion leaders in regard te the Canadian 
Pacific railway and the National 
Policy drove a large number of Liber- 
als into the ranks of their opponents. 
Their equally ill-advised conduct on 
the trade issue to-day is completing 
the work. Mr. Skinner, M. P., elect- 
ed as a Liberal, a representative of 
New Brunswick, and the colleague of 
Mr. Ellis, felt it his duty to his coun. 
try to disregard his party ties in the 
present crisis, and last night announc- 
ed his intention of supporting the 
Government in its resistance to Sir 
Richard Cartwright’s unrestricted re- 
ciprocity resolution. A single vote in 
Parliament is a small consideration ; 
the significance of the action of the 
member for St. John is. that it is but 
the visible sign of the movement of 
opinion among the people hostile to 
the Liberal party, that party that 
bas defied the patriotic and national 
sentiment of Canada. It is now reap- 
ing its reward.” 
——t At ED Pee 

The supplementary estimates sub- 
mitted to the Assembly yesterday, 
provide $20,000 for the purchase of 
improved stock, (sheep and brood 

mares), $25,000 for the new depart- 
mental building, and $5,000 for open- 
ing up new lumber lands in Northum- 
berland. 
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It is believed that the Proyincial 
Premiers who adopted the Quebec 
resolutions in conference, and after- 
wards carried them through their re- 
spective legislatures, will go home to 
England in June to urge the adoption 
of their suggestions on the Imperial 
authorities, It will be Hon. Mr. 
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Bradlaugh and the Oaths Bill. 

One of the most important bills 
passed during the present session of 
the Imperial House of Commons, is 
Bradlaugh’s Oaths bill. In 1880 
when the radical member for North- 
ampton was first elected, he had al- 
ready made himself many enemies by 
the pronounced stand he publicly took 
as an atheist. After election, a few 

days prior to the opening of Parlia- 

ment, he declared publicly that he 
should take the oath, but it would be 

an empty and meaningless form to 
him. This statement induced the 
House of Commons from 1880 to re- 
fuse to admit a member who has been 
duly elected, causing bitter wrangling 
and disgraceful scenes which have be- 

come a matter of history. Bradlaugh 

resigned and was re-elected three 
times, Mr. Gladstone finally tried to 
end the matter by proposing that 
Bradlaugh be permitted to come to 

the table and affirm, but this was de- 

feated. A few days ago, however, 

Bradlaugh’s bill abolishing the oath 

either for witnesses in court, or for 

legislators or public officers who do not 
choose to take it, was carried by 100 
majority. It ia doubtful, however, if 
the bill passes the House of Lords. 
The debate on this bill, says a Lon- 

don correspondent, clearly showed the 
state of public opinion on religious 
matters in England. One member 
declared that: 

If at the present time the cause of Chris- 
tianity and, as I believe, of truth in its high- 
est aspect is failing in this country it is Le- 
cause those who are Christians are rotten and 
broken down in their belief, whereas those 
who are the champions of unbelief have had 
the courage and manliness to state what they 
believe. Their course of conduct has won 
them the respect of all mankind. 

Other remarks in the same tenor 
openly assumed the decadeness of 

Christian theology. The Daily Stand- 
ard, in an editoriol article, declared 

that England is no longer a Christian 
nation, and that a very large percent- 
age of the population of the country 
no longer accept religion as embodied 
in the Bible. These facts, if they are 
facts are startling in their nature, and 

would seem to indicate that Eng- 
land’s numerous missionary enter- 
prises should be more largely confined 
to home. 
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A Monster Barbecue. 

The representative butchers and 
drovers of the United States are to 
meet in National Convention at Phil- 
adelphia the last week in May, and at 
the close of their deliberations, they 
are to celebrate in a novel way. It is 

expected that four thousand delegates 

will attend the convention from all 
parts of the Union, and a procession 
on an immense scale, headed by two 
bands from New York and Baltimore, 

each five hundred strong, will parade 
the city. Then a barbecue of propor- 
tions never before seen in this country 

will be prepared in Schuetzen Park. 
The carcasses of fifty oxen and one 

hundred sheep will be roasted for the 
occasion, and to season theldish, there 
will be required &ixty pounds of bat. 

ter, one barrel of salt, six pounds of 
black pepper and fifteen gallons of 
vinegar. It is expected that fifty 

thousand people will be fed at the bar- 
becue, and to the roast will be added 

thirty thousand loaves of bread. Four 
‘“ barbecuers” from the west have been 
engaged to prepare the feast, and they 

will be assisted by a dozen Philadel- 
phia workmen. 
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The Ottawa Evening Journal has 
been getting the views of prominent 
clergymen throughout the country on 
the subject of the union of the Metho- 
dist and Presbyterian churches.— 
Among those who write favoring it, 

are Rev. Principal Grant, of Kingston, 
Rev. Dr. Potts of Toronto, and Rev. 
Mr. Hunter of St. Catherines. Says 
Principal Grant: “The spirit of 
church union is in the air. It is the 
spirit of the age. It has operated and 

is certain to continue operating along 
the line of least resistance. Its first 

triumps in Canada were the unifica- 
tion of the various Presbyterian 
churches, and subsequently the unifi- 
cation of the various Methodist 
churches. Its next and more import- 
ant triumph will, IT believe, be the 
union into one body of the Congrega- 
tional, Presbyterian and Methodist 
churches. The union of that body 
with the Episcopal church will doubt- 
less, follow and we shall have as the 

result a great free Protestant church, 

such as the reformers of the sixteenth 
century heped for. Bliss were it then 
to be alive.” 

ELC SNC COSI A aR 
While the N. B. Assembly concur- 

red in the Quebec resolutions by a 
vote of 34 to 4, the Legislative Coun- 
cil declined to have anything to do 
with them. Mr. Young moved a reso- 
lution declaring it unwise to concur, 
and embodying the proposition to send 
an address to the Queen, urging non- 
compliance with the terms of the re. 
solutions. It was carried by a vote of 
11 to 4, Hon. Messrs. Harrison, 
Thompson, Flewelling and Holly, vot. 
ing in the negative. 

The Nova Scotia Assembly has 
passed a bill to abolish the Legisla- 
tive Council of that Province, but it 
will doubtless meet the usual fate of 
such bills here. It will be met at the 
head of the stairs with aclub, When 
the Holmes Government was in power 
between 1878 and 1882, they went to 
the foot of the throne with a petition 
praying for the Council’s abolition but 
they wore told that they had not 
shown sufficient reason for abolition. 

Says United States Senator Fry: 
“ Conquest I know, annexation I know 
but what the h ——1 is Commercial 

Union.” That is about the situation 

of the Grits in Canada, who so glibly 

advocate Commercial Union. Mr. 

Skinner hit the nail on the head, when 

he declared in Parliament, that it was 
absurd to suppose that anything like 
a substantial vote could be secured for 

Commercial Union in New Brunswick. 

Newfeandland’s deputation to Ot. 
tawa on the subject of Confederation, 

will likely consist of Premier Thor- 
‘burn, Atternoy General Winter and 

Blair's first trip across the water, | Sir W. Whiteway. 
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The FARMER very sincerely congra- 
tulates Mr. John D. Chipman on his 
elevation to the honorable and re- 
sponsible position of Mayor of his 
native town, to which he was elected 
by acclamation on Monday. St, Stes 
phen honors itself in the selection of 
Mr. Chipman, a young gentleman who 
is bound to make his mark in public 
life. 

Young Tupper, M. P., for Picton, 
got off a good thing in Parliament the 
other night, when referring to the Grit 
party and its attempt to foist on the 
people of Canada, Commercial Union, 
under the alias of Reciprocity, he said; 
“ You may fool some of the people all 
the time; you may fool all the people 
some of the time, but you cannot fool 
a majority of the people all the time.” 
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A former local politician, writing 
from a distant Province to a friend in 
this city, remarks, that after reading 
the debates of the present session of 
tho Assembly, he concluded that Mr. 
Hanington and the Attorney General 
had discovered in each other, a long 
lost brother, so cordial apparently are 
their relations. 

York County is not asking any legis- 
lation this year, and the only Freder- 
icton bill introduced is that to author- 
ize a $200 assessment for the Victoria 
Hospital. ‘ 

Capt. Bremner has arrived at Win- 
nipeg and assumed his positioh of Ad- 
Jutant in the School of Mounted In- 
fantry. 
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The Ball at Government House to- 
morrow night week, will be the social 
event of the season. 

The Legislature “will probably be 
prorogued a week from to-morrow. 
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1 ki QUEBEC RESOLUTIONS, 
(Continued from first page.) 

ernment had appointed six gentlemen to the 
Legislative Council and their appointments 
were a credit to the country. The appoint- 
ments to the Senate, as made by Sir John 
Macdonald, would, to say the least, compare 
favorably with appointments made by the 
Grit Government. 

Mr. Hanington read resolution 5, and said 
he had no doubt the Lieut.-Governors of 
the Provinces have the same exclusive author- 
ity as other Governors and Lieut.-Go vernors 
of British colonies and provincas, on subjects 
within provincial jurisdiction. Resolution 6, 
be regarded as one of the most importa nt of 
all the resolutions submitted to the H ouse. 
That was the one which limited the power 
of the Dominion Government in the granting 
of aid to local works. Every member of this 
House bad a right to vote as he pleasud. 
But no one should misunderstand the effect 
of a vote in favor of this resolution. Hon. 
members who approved of this add who were 
looking for aid te their railways would have 
to explain their course to their constituents, 
They should remember that under this power 
the Dominion Government is now able to 
assist either the building of railways or 
bridges. If this resolution were already in 
force he believed no aid could have been 
given by the Dominion Government to the 
railway bridge at St. John or the bridge at 
Fredericton. He wanted it to be distinctly 
understood that under this resolution the 
Dominion Gevernment would not be able to 
grant aid to local works. It was among 
other reasons in order that the Dominion 
Government might be able to grant such aid 
that the railway act of 1883 was passed. He 
here referred to the debates of 1884 and to 
Mr. Stockton’s resolution against the power 
contained in that act, which resolutions were 
ably spoken to by Mr. Stockton and the 
Attorney General. They were with-drawn, 
however, because it was found by Mr, Mc 
Manus and other supporters of this Govern- 
ment that the Dominion act of 1883 was 
was necessary in order that the Dominion 
Government might be able to efficiently deal 
with the subject. Without it aid could not 
have been given to the Miramichi road and 
other railways he had already mentioned. 
He bad no hesitation in saying that this re- 
solution was the work of the Ontario Grits. 
They have a surplus of $1,000,000 or so, and 
the friends of this Government are willing to 
give them hundreds of thousands of dollars 
more under the proposed arrangement, On- 
tario spends little for education, compared to 
what we do. The Grits of thst province say 
to themselves: * This policy of aiding rail- 
ways has made Sir John and his Government 
popular. If we can destroy that power—the 

of giving railway subsidies to the 
aritime Provinces—we will lesson his in- 

fluence, and may be able to drive him from 
power. That was the real meaning of this 
resolution. The Grits of Ontario were al- 
ways opposed to railway subsidies for this 
province. That was the settled policy. The 
only aid this province ever got from the 
Grits was some old rails for the Richibucto 
and some other road. The act of 1883 did 
not take the local works out of the control of 
the province. He would say, notwithstand- 
ing the Attorney General's statement, that 
the Local Legislature had all the power over 
them as to taxation, tenure of property, in 
regard to the railways aided by provincial 
money and afterwards declared to be in the 
public interest of Canada. Those of our 
members who needed railway assistance 
should consider well the effect of this resolu- 
tion before they gave their vote in favor of 
it. It was unfair to ask the House to vote 
these resolutions en bloc, There was no 
doubt that many counties needed more rail- 
way assistance. Believing that to be true, 
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counties vote for this resolution. He was 
speaking to this House to-day, but he was 
speakicg to the country as well. If hon, 
members by their yotes shall decide to tis 
the hands of the Dominion Governmant 
in their desire to assist local works he .pro- 
posed that the country should know it. + It 
would be said, perhaps, that this was a 
threat. He did not so intend it. But why 
chonld we, who have to support our own 
schools and the other great services of the 
country-—why should we do anything to 
destroy our chanees of receiving assistance 
from the Domin ‘on Government ? He hoped 
the resolution wou,” Ot meet with the con- 
currence of the House, te Railway Act of 
1883 had built and brough, inte existence 
lines of railways. Other roads req ire aesist- 
ance. The Tobique Valley Rosd, the rod 
from Shediac to Cape Tormentine neeac. 
Dominion Government assistance. Kent 
County had not yet got all the assistance 
from railways it required. We are none the 
poorer because of the assistance given to 
railway enterprise. If this resolution should 
ever take effect, not one cent of Dominion 
assistance, he feared, could be got for the 
roads named or for any other local works. 
Hon. Mr. Blair said such talk was simply 

nonsense, 
Mr. Hanington contended that his view 

was correct, and said the only way the Dom- 
inion Government could give us aid for mere 
local works was under the Act of 1883, 
The seventh resolution contained the prin- 

ciple that some other tribunal should fix the 
Dominion election lists ; that the lists should 
be controlled by the Local Legislatures. 
This House, under our constitution, should 
control the lists relating to elections to this 
assembly, and that Dominion parliament 
should say what lists and franchise shall be 
used in elections to that body. What did 
this resolution mean ? It meant that if the 
Liberal Governments had the power of pre- 
paring the lists for elections to the Dominion 
parliament they might by the definition and 
fixing of polling places, etc., be able to so 
arrange matters as to defeat the Dominion 
Government. The proposition was a most 
dangerous one and should not commend it- 
self to the favorable consideration of the 
House, 
The eighth resolution dealing with the 

appointment of magistrates was of no im- 
portance, The Ontario courts have decided 
that Local Legislatures now have the power 
to make such appointments. This resolution 
like many others now before the House, had 
been introduced by the Conference to make 
chaff enough to hide a few grains of wheat. 
He touched briefly on resolutions 9, 10, 11, 
12 and 13, which he said were not important 
and could be remedied as heretofore. The 
l4th resolution dealt with the question of 
insolvency and bankruptcy, If it were added 
to our constitution each province would have 
a different law in regards to to this import- 
ant matter, and everything would be in 

how could hon. members representing such : 
| ter terms in 
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the Province of the Dominion parliament, 
and we should not attempt to interfere with 
it. Besides, he (Mr. Hanington) was oppos- 
ed to any general insolvent law being adopt- 
ed at present by either the Dominion or any 
of the Local Legislatures. Coming to the 
financial proposition he said the arrangement 
ww was that Ontario had been contend- 
g for since Confederation. The Confedera- 

tion Agt provided that the upper provinces 
should ‘receive their subsidies on the basis 
of population of 1861. Ontario has always 
been trying to break down that arrangement, 
contending that they should not have been 
limited to their population of 1861, but 
should increase with their population, This 
scheme gives them that contention. The 
new arrangement was no advantage to New 
Brunswick. Indeed it looked as though it 
would be a disadvantage. 
Hon. Mr. Blair said we get an increase of 

$130,000 a year, 
Mr. Hanington—Yes, we take out of one 

pocket to put it into the other. By the 
new arrangement it is proposed to increase 
the annaul payments to the provinces over 
the whole Dominion to the yearly extent of 
$1,400,000. New Brunswick’s share of that 
paid by us as duties to the Dominion would 
be considerably over $100,000, so that it 
would be seen that if we only get $130,000 
extra and have in consequences to pay out 
over $100,000 in interest we do not gain 
very much, By the time of the next census 
New Brunswick will no doubt haye a popu- 
lation of 400,000 and the increase in our 
subsides on that account would be at least 
half of the $130,000. So that all things 
considered, New Brunswick would gain sub- 
stantially nothing under this new arrange- 
ment, which was made specially in the in- 
interest of the Upper Provinces. It was 
intended to aid the secessionists and annex- 
ationists into power. He again referred to 
the manner in which Mercier got into power 
in Quebec, and spokes of this effort to cause 
national strife in his (Mr, Hanington’s) own 
county in the last election. Notwithstanding 
that Mr, Mercier sent into Westmorland two 
talented missionaries with a view of exciting 
national feelings and national prejudices 
among the French of Westmorland, he was, 
glad to say for the homor of the French of 
Westmorland they refused to take any stock 
in such clap trap, and remained true to their 
allegiance to the Liberal Conservative party. 
He referred to Blake's connection with Mer- 
cier, and the dishonest efforts of both to de- 
feat Sir John Macdonald's government on 
the Riel cry. This country and legislature 
had been fairly dealt with by the Dominion 
Government, and why should we join the 
Grits of Ontario and Quebec, by adepting 
resolutions which are intend to if possible 
destroy the Dominion. The proposition was 
that the financial arrangement be final and 
forever, That was not desirable for many 
reasons, one of which was the probable ad- 
mission of Newfoundland into the union. 
He had felt it his duty to oppose the resolu- 
tions and he had in the interests of the pro- 
vince and Dominion. We have a splendid 
country—a country of which we should be 
proud, and he hoped these resolutions intend- 
ed to destroy or impair our constitution 
would not pass. Perhaps that was an un- 
reasonable hope, in view of the government’s 
majority in the House. He was satisfied, 
even though the resolutions were adopted by 
this House, that they did not meet with the 
approval of the people of this province. 
(Great applause.) 

Hon, Mr. Mitchell 
who followed Mr. Hannington, said he had 
not intended to have troubled the house with 
any extended remarks, and would not have 
done go had it not been for the scope of the 
discussion here, and for the manner in which 
these resolutions have been dealt with by a 
portion of the press. Under the circum- 
stances he would feel that he scarcely did 
justice to himself, if he allowed a vote to be 
taken without making some remarks. He 
would be brief, and would not pretend to 
argue the points involved in the resolutions. 
He would, however, take up some of the 
points in regard to the reselutions adopted by 
the conference, A portion of the press of 
the Province denied the right of the local 
government or legislature to deal with the 
matters referred to in the resolutions. It was 
argued that we had our own local affairs to 
deal with, that such affairs were enough for 
us to attend to, that in fact this legislature 
was nothing more nor less than a municipali- 
ty intended only to deal with petty affairs. 
If his idea was correct this legislature had 
something more to consider than the mere 
matter of bye-roads. We must consider mat- 
ters beyond that and deal with what concerns 
the best interest of the province, We are 
the representatives of the people of the pro- 
vince, and our powers should not be limited 
to any great extent. In taking that course 
we are not without precedent, In 1871 when 
the question of better terms came up in this 
house a Liberal-conservatiye government held 
the reins of power in this province. Oa that 
question there was a unanimous vote in this 
house, and in the other branch of the legisla- 
ture in favor of the better terms resolutions. 
Thus early was the principle acknowledged 
that the legislature of this province was not 
confined to small local matters, but had the 
power to deal with much broader questions. 
The very same year, if his memory served 
him correctly, the Washington treaty, which 
concerned the British empire as well as the 
Dominion, was before both branches of this 
legislature, and strong speeches made con- 
demnatory of that treaty and forwarded fo 
Ottawa. What was true of the New Bruns- 
wick legislatnre was also true of the Nova 
Scotia House of Assembly. In dealing with 
this subject therefore we were not entrench- 
ing on the powers of the Dominion Govern- 
ment, nor were we going beyond our author- 
ity. We are merely doing what we have a 
right to do. The meanest subject has the 
right to lay his case before the throne, and 
shall not we have a like right to lay our 
grievance before the throne? (Applause,) 
He wae glad to know that right had not been 
denied us by the hon. member from West- 
moriand, The question of loyalty has been 
imported iato this discussion—not only loy- 
alty to country but loyalty also to party. He 
would not yield to any gentleman en the 
question of loyalty to the Liberal-Conserva- 
tive party of Canada, He had always taken 
an active part in elections on the Liberal- 
Conservative side, and supporting these re- 
solutions he did not feel that he was swery- 
ing from the line as a good Liberal-Conser- 
vative. (Applause.) The demand for bet- 

Bushes bad been made by Con- 
servatives as well as Liberals, In Ontario, 
where party lines were drawn more sharply 
and keenly than in any other province, we 
find not only the Reform party galling for a 
reform in the senate, but Mr. Meredith, the 
local leader of the Conservative party, de- 
claring with the spirit of the age. These re. 
solutions should be taken up outside of party 
lines and dealt with on their merits. The 
statement has been made that the late con- 
ference was purely a Grit conference, called 
by the Grit party with the sim and object of 
embarrassing the Dominion Government and 
of driving it from power. The record did not 
justify such a statement. 

In the first place, notice of the conference 
was given nearly a year before it was held. 
Invitations were extended to the government 
of Ontario, which for the past 16 years has 

confusion, This question was entirely within : 

oses in the bands of the Reform party; to 
th = Lo agervative government of Manitoba, 
the Consery.ive government of British Cel 

umbia, to the Qo %er¥8tiyé government of 
P. E. Island; to the “tit government of 
Nova Scotia ; and to the governetit of New 
Brunswick, which government is certa,"!¥ 
not a Grit government, but a coalition gov- 
ernment—a government which sought to con- 
duct the affairs of the province in the best 
interests of the people. (Applause.) If the 
P, E. I. government and the British Colum- 
bia government thought proper to stay away 
from the convention, well and good. That 
was no reason why other governments should 
not be represented at the conference if they 
thought proper. Where is the resolution 
which shows evidence of party bias 7? Where 
is anything in any of the resolutions contain- 
ing an attack upon the Dominion Goyern- 
ment? He had given the most careful at- 
tention to the resolutions and could see 
nothing in them of a partisan nature. He 
felt that he could give a fair, honest and 
careful opinion in reference to the resolutions 
and could eee nothing objectionable to any 
Liberal-Congervative member in this house. 
We have been told to beware of the resolu- 
tions ; that there was & nigger in the wood 
pile, and snakes in the grass somewhere ; 
that, in fact, there was an annexation feeling 
behind all the resolutions. Hs was glad to 
know that no reflections had been cast upon 
the members of this Government who attend- 
ed the conference, but doubts have been ex- 
pressed as to their sharpness and cuteness. 
The charge of disloyalty was a broad one. 
Take the character of the men who composed 
the conference. Premier Mowat has swayed 
the local destines of Ontario for the past 16 
years. No man ever enjoyed, as he does, the 
confidence of the people of Ontario, He, 
(Mowat) occupied a prominent place in the 
conference which framed the confederation 
act. Could it be possible that such a man, 
enjoying the confidencs of the peopls of On- 
tario as no other man has enjoyed it, would 
be secretly favoring annexation? No one 
could dream of there being anything of the 
annexationist in Mr. Mowat's composition, 

Take Quebec, at the head of whose govern- 
ment is Mr. Mercier. Is Quebec tinctured 
with annexation principles? If that be so 
then the statement of Sir George Cartier, 
that the last gun to be fired in defence of 
British connexion would be fired by the 
French of Quebec, must have been false. 
(Great applause.) He (Mitchell) could not 
think that the people of Quebec were trying 
to break away from their connexion with the 
British throne, In reference to the Nova 
Scotia representation at the conference, he 
would say that the utterances of one do not 
speak the feelings of the people. He thonght 
that Nova Scotia had been unfairly forced 
into the union, but the the people of Nova 
Scotia were trus to the core. (Applause.) 
We are told that at the conference a very 
dangerous resolution was passed, That was 
the the head and froot of the offending of 
the members of the conference. That reso- 
lation was not before the house, and should 
not have been made the subject of an attack 
upon the gentlemen composing the confer- 
ence. He would tell the hon. member from 
Westmorland that reciprocity was a word 
dear to the people of Charlotte, and that no 
man opposed to reciprocity dare face any of 
the counties in the Province, 

Mr, Hanington—You left out the word 
unrestricted. 
Hon. Mr. Mitchell—Yes; the resolution 

favored unrestricted reciprocity, bui-it also 
added “ under proper considerations.” Very 
many in the Province longed for a large 
measure of reciprocity between this Domin- 
ion and the United States. In the fisheries 
question at Washington Mr. Chamberlain, 
Sir Lionel West and Sir Charles Tupper, at 
the very threshold of the discussion, laid 
down the proposition of reciprocity. If, 
then, the members of the Quebec Conference 
were disloyal to the Queen and country 
surely British commissioners must bs doubly 
disloyal. He had endeavored to show ; 1st, 
the right of the Legislature to deal with this 
matter ; 2nd. as to whether these resolutions 
should be dealt with a party spirit ; and, 3rd, 
he thought he had disposed of the questicn 
of disloyalty. The first resolution should 
commend itself to the favorable consideration 
of members ¢f this House. At present the 
Government has the power to reduce us tn a 
municipality. That veto power is broader 
than in any other confederated system in the 
world. In the United States the supreme 
court has the power to decide all matters in 
dispute between the state and federal author- 
ities. In a conflict between the Dominion 
Government or any of the Legislatures, the 
Dominion Government, one of the interested 
parties, becomes the sole arbiter and judge. 
This question should be left as it was before 
confederation. The resolution regarding the 
senate was one that should commend itself 
to the favorable consideration of the House, 
The senate, as at present composed, was not 
in accord with the spirit of the age, and the 
course suggested would be a great improve- 
ment on the present system. It has been 
argued that our constitution is a sacred thing, 
and that we should not lay our hands upon 
it. He held that the men who drafted these 
resolutions would compare favorably with 
those who drafted the confederation scheme. 
The former had had the experience of 20 
years under our system, while the latter were 
dealing with theories. He had hoped that Mr. 
Hanington would be able to see some good 
in the resolutions. It was the duty of all 
statesmen to ponder well over the lessons of 
history. They teach us that the decline and 
fall of Greece and Rome, Venice and Genoa, 
Switzerland and Netherlands, was not due 
to their statesmen seeking to remedy defects 
in the constitution, but to the fact that these 
law-makers and law-givers neglected to look 
after the requirements of a free people. He 
referred in eloquent terms to the unwritten 
constitution of Great Britain, and spoke of 
the friction between Manitoba and the federal 
government under the written constitution 
of Canada. If frictions exist it was the duty 
of statesmen to find a remedy in order to re- 
move the difficulty and perpetuate the con- 
stitution. By so doing we would build up a 
second empire, not separate from the mother 
country, but forming part of Great Britain. 
He closed with the hope that all causes of 
hard feeling between this country and the 
United States might be removed and that 
all the English speaking people might one 
day be united in a grand and federated 
empire. (Applause.) 
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TWO LIVES LOST. 

Melancholy Fate of the Alcoms. 

Father and Son Drowned in Thurs- 
day's Freshet near Fredericton 

Junction. 

A very sad occurrence which resulted in 
two deaths, is reported from Sunbury. Dur- 
ing the freshet in the South Branch of the 
Oromocto, Thursday morning, William Al- 
corn of Waterville, Sunbury County, and his 
gon William, were drowned near Fredericton 
Junction. The story of the tragedy, however, 
is best told in the words of Clarence Esta- 
brooks who related the details of the affair 
to a city reporter as follows :—‘‘ Thursday 
morning Mr. Alcorn of Waterville, his son 
William and myself left Tracey, where we 
had been working in the woods all winter. 
We had a span of horses attacked to a bob 
sled, and came along without any interrup- 
tion until we approached Blissville. Here 
the stream had overflown its banks, and the 
road was covered with a few feet of water. 
To cross the Blissville bridge it was necessary 
to go through this, and we did it with some 
difficulty, Just as we were getting on the 
bridge a huge torrent of water and several 
cakes of ice came down upon it, and lifted 
one end of the superstructure from the piers. 
We at once turned our horses and went back 
on the flooded road. The water here had 
risen two feet in consequence of the sudden 
flow, but our horses were doing well, until 
the team was struck by 

A LARGE PIECE OF ICE 

which took them beyond their depths in the 
ditch alouside of the road. The hind part of 
the bogsled became detached from the rest of 
the team, and young Alcorn and myself clung 
to it while it turned over and over, Mr. 
Alcorn got on the back of one of the horses 
and remained there for some time until they 
swam into a shallower place whick allowed 
them to stand. The son and myself thea! 
paddled over to where they were, and he got 
on the back of the other horse. We were 
all becoming benumbed, and Mr. Alcorn said 
there was no other remedy than to wade 
through the meadow to tha hjgher ground. 
Ju the meantime Luke Bailey, who had seen 
ue from the front of his house, ran up the 
road as if for help. I told Mr. Alcorn that 
we had better remain where we were until 
Bailey arrived with assistance, else we might 
get beyond our depth, but he did not think 
that anyone was coming to help us, so he 
started the horses in. I caught hold of some 
of the harness and swam salgng, while the 
horses waded through with the bon on their 
backs. In a little while they went 

DOWN IN A HOLLOW, 

and that was the last I saw of Mr. Alcorn 
and his son or the horses. I swam on and 
tried to keep myself up as best I could until 
Bailey arrived with a boat, although I was 
yery weak. I can just remember being taken 
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FEBRUARY 1st. 

JUST OPENED AT 
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PRINTS, 

PRINTS, 

in endless variety. 

‘Whie Coo ns, 

Whie Pillow Co ons, 

GREY COTTONS, 

FEATHER TICKINGS, 
in the New Stripes. 

Corset Co's 

CORSETS. 

Morse & Kaley Mfg. Co's 

the market. 

Parks' Cotton Warps, 

always on hand at Lowest Prices. 

EMBROIDERIES. 

arrive in a few days. 

204 Queen St. 

NEW GOODS 

Jom J. Weddalls 

PRINTS, 

PN se Sr — 

P 

White Shirting Coto ns. 

(rey Sheeting Cottons 

KNITTING COTTON, 
acknowledged by all to be the best in 

Parks’ Carpet Warps, 

P. S8.—I forgot to speak about the 

We have just opened a large lot of 
Edges, Insertions, Flouncings and All- 
overs, and there are a lot more to 

JOHN J, WEDDALL, 

BEAUTIFUL 

—FOR— 

in the boat, and that is all, I believe I was 
then taken to Mr. Bailey's hogse where the 
proper remedies were applied. They worked 
with me for upwards of an hour before I re- 
covered consciousness, | suffered terribly 
while the circulation WAS being restored. 
Mr. Bailey went up to Dell _— t's for - 
boat, a distance of nearly two miles. - 
aod Dell brought it down on a sled, and 
rescued me,” 

Mr, Alcorn was a hard-working, farmer of 
about 63 years of age. He leaves a widow 
and three sons, one of whom lives at Stanley. 
William Alcorn, Jr. the other victim of the 
accident, was 21 years of age. 
The bodies of the two unfortunate men 

were recovered Friday, and an inquest was 
held, after which they were taken to Water- 
ville, where they were interred Sunday. 
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William Millman, the young man under 
sentence of death at Charlottetown, made a 
desperate effort to escape from jail Wednes- 
day night. He was notified Tuesday that 
Governor General Landsdowne had refused 
to commute his sentence, and that the last 
hope had vanished. This nerved him to 
make a desperate attempt to break jail. At 
half-past six Jailer Harvie entered the con- 
demned cell with a small basket of provisions 
which had been sent {o the condemned 
youth. Just as the jailer stepped inside the 
cell, the prisoner suddenly dealt him a heavy 
blow on the side of the head with a bottle 
which he had concealed behind his back. 

The jailer was momentarily stunned, but 
grappled with his murderous prisoner. The 
struggle lasted but a few moments, when 
Millman shook off the jailor and flew from 
the cell to the jail yard, By this time the 
jailer had recovered from the effects of the 
blow and raised an alarm, when Millman was 
promptly recaptured and heavily shackled so 
that he will haye no further opportunity to 
indulge in his murderous propensities, He 
will be hanged April 10th, 
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March 28 

HOLIDAYS, 

EDGECOMBES 

-
_
 

NEW GOODS 
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DRESS 600DS, 
PRINTS, 

JACKET CLOTHS, 

House Furnishings, 
Ete, Ete. 

TENNANT, 
DAVIES & ®. 

are now showing a splendid assortment of 

NEW SPRING 

DRESS GOO 
PRINTS, 

Cambrics, Chambreys. 
ALSO, A FINE STOCK OF 

NEW GARPEIS, 
Brussels, 

Tapestry, 
Wools and 

Unions, Etc. Etc. 

FLOOR OIL CLOTHS, 
Linoleums, ete. 

LAGE CURTAINS, 
Lace Lambrequins, 

Windowr Poles, 

Yindowr Blinds, 

WITH A FULL STOCK OF 

Staple and Fancy Dry Goods, 

IZ” Wholesale and Retail at 
Closest Prices. 

TENNANT, DAVIES & C0. 
202 Queen St, Fredericton. 

March 28 

224- NUEEN ST. 

WE CALL ATTENTION 
to our New Stock of 

ENTS" SCARKS 
Silk Handkerchiefs, 

BRACES. 

We have a large range of these 
goods, and the prices are regulated 
to suit the times, 

b. H. THOMAS & C0, 
N. B—Celluloid Collars and Cuffs 

all sizes, in stock. 

C. H, THOMAS & Co. 
March 21 

DEVER BROS. 
———— 

"NEW GOODS. 

CARPETS 
BT a 

Brussels, 

Tapestry, 

Wool Carpets, 

Union Carpets, 
P—— 

NEW 

Floor Oil Cloths, 
English, in 4-1, 6-4, 8-4, 

NEW DRESS GOODS, 
New Brocade Velvets, 

in all the New Patterns. 

VER BROS. 
March 14 
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