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after all, Bettina bad but two hands; .

she has grieved awhile, youth will tri-

well as rich, and she will ouly remem-
ber poor Bernard tenderly as one who
loved her in the past, -and young Ber- 1‘

and two little brown hands cannot do
all the world’s work. I used to say to
myself that the time would come when

itina should not work at all—when I
would work for both, and for the old

- people also. That was to be when we
were married. Dettina and I had been
betrothed two years. We were be-
trothed still, and ro nearer mariiage,
though I had striven with all my
strength.

Wait patiently, Bettina said to me
tometimes. What does it mazier! We
love each other ; we trust each other!
let us be content.

But I could not be content. Others
who were as poor as we married, and
Jeft their native land together to seek
their fortunes elsewhere. Bettina would
gladly have shared my fate, whatever
it might have becn, but the old grand-
parents bound her to her cottage and
her birth-place.

As for me, I felt that if I woald ever
win Begttina I must leave Savoy and
go to America, where so many of our
country people had alveady gone, and
whence they wrote letters that made our
hearts beat with hope for the future.
In that happy land I m°ght realize my
dreams. 1told Bettina so, and thongh
she wept she said :

Go, go, Bernard, aud I will pray for
you. Itis all a girl can do.

At last I had money for the voyage,
I had =aved it little by little, for two
long years, and now the partirg bour
had come.

It is that we may be wilh each other
always some day that we part now, I

Her tears {ell over my cheeks. We
pressed each otherin a loW& embrace.
Ahb, if Time only could have stopped in
his flight at that moment, leaving us in
cach other’s arme. At last I tore my-
self away, and blinded by my tears, set

off upon my jourey.
~ Ihadno fear ihat Pet'na would
forget me. I knew that the rich young
farmer whe so often rode wany miles to
see ker, longed for her love, and wooed
he~ with a'l the art he had; but Bettina
loved me, and love is adamantine. Ah!
how little did I kpow of the future at
which I then peeped through the golden
glasses of hope and love.

I crossed the sea in safety. I stood
at last in a strange Jand among strange
pecple; but I found them not unkind.
I found work at once. Living as we
Savoyards live at howe, I spent little.

- Week by week the little heap in my
role-skin pouch grew greater. 1 was
gloriously happy. I wrote joyful lecters
to Bettina. She answered me as hope-
folly. Ttis little to tell, but, ah, it was
g0 much to ‘ee! and to do !

A year passed by—iwelve long
months. One more year and she would
come to me. The moaths would slip
away like the beads upon the rosary of
one who prayed for blessings. I should
feel her hand in mine when they were

will write.

I shall write, he said. Siop—come
to my little cflice with me. We shall
be quiet, anc let we think. A woman
can el. the siory beiter than I, espec-
ia'ly as it is touching and not quite irue.
I bave a nurse here now who can break
the news tenderly, I believe, if anyone

can. She has waited on you for a day
or twe, saying very little. I forbade

that. But Ler bFauds are soft, and her
touch kind, I think.

God bless her! Sheisas gentleas a
mother! I eaid. Yes, let her write the
letter.

He took my hand in his, and led me
to the rcom he called his cfiice.
he left mea moment, and when he
reiuraed I heard the rustle of a
woman’s dress following him,

Th's is the nuice whe will write the
letter, he said,

I thank her, said 1. Be gent’e, ma-
dame; my Bettina has a gentle heart.

Whai shall T writef She asked alwost
iu a whisper.

Write that T am dead, I said. Write
that I bade you tell her when her grief
bad passed to wed auother and le
happy.

Happy, and you dead,
And she loves you ?

Madawe, said I, we have a proverb
in cur country that the dead countiry is
better than a living oue. A blind beg-
gar whem she loved ~ would be
heavier on Bettinz’s life than the mem-
ory of her dead Bernard. 1 cau do liitle
now, but I can do this. Write, Madame.

The pen moved ou the paper. Soon
she said :

I have written.
you !

I answered :

Yes, if you will, Madame.

She began :

Die, 1 mhappy girl! Your Ber:ard
has perished. What is life to you ary
luagr? Eeis dead. Had be lived,
blind or mained, or helpless in any way,
there would be hope for you. You
could fly to him; yon could be hiz sun-
light. Alas? no such joy awaits yor.
He is gone. He isno longer anywhere
where you can find him. Lie down
and die. Thisisall you can do. He
is dead.

ohe ended in a flood of tears. I

siarted to my feet.
Why doyou write thus? I cried,

Who are you! How de come by that
voice? Speak.

Then I felt two little hands s'eal
about my neck, and a wet cheek touch
mire and a whisper came :

“Bernard’itis I. Did younot gucss?
Do you net know your own Dettinal

She clasped me closer. I Leard
door close, the doctor was goue.

The good doctor, she said. The
first day of youi' illness he found a let-
ter you had begun to me, and sent it
with word of your misferiune, and a
leiter to one who would bLring wo to
you if I desired to come. AhL! God

she sald.

Shall I read it to

the

all counted. I should press my lips to
hers—all would be forgotten but our
meeting, and whi'e Ilived the old peo-
ple should share our happiness.

With such thoughts as' these in my
mind, I entered the great factory where
I worked one day. 1 said to myself as
I threw off my jacket :
B At noontime I will write to Béttina.

What do we kuow of noontime at
dawn? What do we know of night at
midday! Nothing.

I remembgr thinking this. I remen-
ber crossing The long rcom. I remem-
ber a sudden flash and crash, and the
oaths of men and a girls mad screan.
Afte: that nothing more, untii a sense
of pain awakened me, and 1 found wmy-
self lying in the dark, with wy own
hand, cold and clammy, lying in a great
warm, soft hand that held it very
tenderly.

I iried to rise. I could not.

Where am 1? I said, and my voice
sounded low and Loarse in my own ears.
Who is this?

It is the doctor, fsaid a voice. Be
calm, my friend.

Is it night? I asked.

It is r'ght, said a voice.

Why do you not light a lamp?

He made no answer.

What hes happened ?

Do you not remember?

I remember a noire !

It was an explosion, he said,
pause. You were hurt.
many killed outright.

Doctor, T said, it is night ?
It is night, he said sclemnly,

But cnly for me, 1 said. I know it.
I am smitten blind.

Try to bte calm, my fiiend, he whis-
pered. It is hard—but try to bear it.

What can we do but bear what God,
gends uponus ! But I did not bear it
well. Can you wonder? All vas gone
—all my hopes of life, and even all that
I had wonin the past year. Some
wreteh had stolen the mole-skin peuch
from fy bosom. I was a beggarand
blind. I prayed to die, but I lived,
and at last grew strong again.

One day as I sat Ly the hospital win- |
dow I foimed a resolution. T said to
myself I can at least be brave enough
to spare Bettina something ; and I will
do it, though my suflering shonld be in-
creased by the act. 1 know that if she
kuew the truth sho would grieve bitter-
ly and remain true to me. I know that
if I were sent home 2s the doctor says I
must be, the would be constant ferever

aiter a
There were

' bless him, he Lknew a woiran’s leart
better than you did.

You were o fceble that Le dared not
let me tell you who I was at first. To-
day you were to know. AL! DBernaid

that you were dead. Peinzid, Low
could you do it? how could yeu treat
me so?

It would have been
said.

Buat she clasped me closer.

My life has been a datk one ever
since but Bettina’s hand has 1+ 1 me duy
by day and the good doctor’s kindness
has been shown .to as in teaching me
such work as I can do. I shall mover
see the sweet face I remember so well.

But T know its beauty and its good-
ness, end the love light in the eyes too
well to forget them. AndI know that
I am dearer to her for my misfortune,
and I am happy.
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There is the largest and lest assortment in

Miramichi at the

NEWCASTLE DRUG STORE
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Ao 242484

STREET,
PROPRIETOR

0.
BUSINESS SBOCMING.
Wy New Stant Great Sucess.

Now ready for inspection, the laroest and best assortment of DRY
GOODS AND FURNITURE in the ¢ County and CHEAP, VERY CHEAP,

11 New Bedroom Sets,

4 New Parlor Sets,

-~

Bedsteads, single, $2.15, double, $2.30.
. P'~ . .
Iron s “ 50, .. 6.00.

Ne-wcastle, Dee. 21th 1886

[
Ly

What Nots, Lounges, Chairs, Talles, Spring Beds, Mattresses Bol-
, Pillows,

sters

The

om@m

with or withont faney borde:
at very low prices; Grey

cut and made to fit any window and

and Wkite Cottons, Prints and Gingbams
1

Seersuckers, Cloths for men and boys’ -wear 48c., all weol; Dress
(Goods, a magnificent stock, ;
" A Child5en's ITad
..~ anag ( hilcdren a Hate
Ladies and Children's Hate,
THE VERY LATEST STYLES.

Men’s White Shirts from 73e.
. Colored 30e.
And an immense stock of all kinds of DRY GOODS,
'luumtus mtom.nu to refurnish or commence housekeeping I
invite 1...«.)ecth.
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HAY'S BUILDING NEWCASTLE

Newecastle, April 22nd, 1887.

s

l§§.7__ T.ondo: L1088, 11887,

During the Winter the subscriber wiil sell the balance of his
stock ()f :

USET

UL AND FPANCY
PRICES

ARTICLES
COST.

fGROCER1ES, a claice

the market,from 2Ce. te 40¢
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'}‘ AL AN

Has also cn hand a good stock of
assortment of TE A S the kest value in

er 1b,
i

FIOUR, (()IC\'I IEAL, OATAI
PCRK, L.\,“ }i’;? 'i"i ER,
TOBA ¢

B. E:ccken.
sutierland & COreaghan, Neweastle.

—dJust 1“\,‘Cv_,‘i\'r;z—-
NOVELTIFS ! NOVELTIES!! NOVELTTES!
Choice, Presentable and Duralle.

SPLENDID ARRAY (,f'li’m, New Articles in addition

to our Large Stock of g‘t‘llu" and Fanc 7 Dry Goods.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

RLAND & CREAGHAN

e

SUTHE

Where are you going to buy your Dry
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He Las also the ’;:11";5:'51, Clit “‘:;»\‘L and best stock of furnitare in the

B- FAIREY, Newcastle,

, Cut Glass Bottles
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