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and the meoaning cry of the woman, was
for a moment intense.

“Isn’t this Mr. Hurley?”’ asked Blake,
suddenly, as though 1w make sure, and
turning one iunstaut from his furious
glare at his superior officer. The stranger,
still held, though no longer struggling,
replied between his set teeth:

“Certainly. I've told him so0.”

“By heaven, Buxton, is there no limit
to your asininity? What fearful work
will you do next?”

“T'll arrest yon, sir, if you speak an-
other disrespectful word!” thundered
Buxton, recovering consciousness that as
commanding officer he could defend him-
self against Blake's assault.

“Do it and be—you know what 1
would say if a lady were not present.
Do it if you think you can stand having
this thing ventilated by the court. Pahi
I can’t waste words on you. Who's gone
for the doctor? Here, you men, let go
of Mr. Hurley now. Help me, Mr. Hur-
ley, please. Get your wife back to her
room. Bring me some water, one of
you.” And with that he was bend-
ing over Hayne and unbuttoning the fa-
tigue uniform in which he was still
dressed. Another moment and the doc-
tor had come in, and with him half the
young officers of the garrison. Rayner
was led away to his own quarters. Bux-
ton, dazed and frightened now, ordered
the guards back to their post, and stood
pondering over the enormity of his blun-
der. No one spoke to him or paid the

Mr. Blake want Mrs. Stannard at Mr.
Hayne's? She saw Mr. Foster run up
and speak a few words to Mrs. Waldron
and heard that lady reply, ““Certainly; 1
will go with you now.” What could it
mean? At last, as she was returning to
her sister’'s room after a moment's ab-
sence, she heard a question at which
her heart stood still. It was Mrs. Ray-
ner who asked:

‘“But the creature was there, was she
not?”’

The answer sounded more like a moan
of anguish:

“The creature was his sister. It was
her husband who”——

But, as Capt. Rayner buried his bat-
tered face in his hands at this juncture,
the rest of the sentence was inaudible.
Miss Travers had heard quite enough,
however. She stood there one moment,
appalled, dropped upon the floor the
bandage she had been making, turned
and sought her room, and was seen no
more that night.

Over the day or two that followed this
affair the veil of silence may best be
drawn, in order to give time for the sedi-
ment of truth to settle through the
whirlpool of stories in violent circulation.
The colonel came back on the first train
after the adjournment of the court, and
could hardly wait for that formality.

Contrary to his custom of “‘sleeping on”

a question, he was in his office within
half an hour after his return to the post,
and from that time until near tattoo was
busily occupied taking the statements of

were no more gossipy chats among the
ladies. Indeed, it so happened that only
to one or two people had Mrs. Waldron

' had time to mention that Mr. Hayne’s

sister was coming, and neither the Ray-

had Nellie Travers, for it was after the
evening of her last visit that Mrs. Wal-
dron was told.

major, and the latter had introduced
himself and Maj. Stannard to Mrs.
Hurley, when, after a weary wait of
some hours, the train arrived. Blake,
too, was there, on the lookout for some
friends, and he was presented to Mrs.
Hurley while her husband was attend-
ing to some matters about the baggage.
The train went on eastward, carrying
the field officers with it. Blake had to
go with his friends back to the post,
and Mr. and Mrs. I{urley, after the for-
mer had attended to some business and
~seen some railway associates of his at
the hotel, took the carriage they had had
before and drove out to the garrison,
where Private Schweinkopf saw the
lady rapturously welcomed by Lieut.
Hayne and escorted into the house, while
Mr. Hurley remained settling with the
driver out in the darkness. It was not
long before the commanding oificer pro
tem. was called from the hop room,
where the dance was going on delight-
fully, and notified that the mysterious
visitor had again appeared, with evi-
dent intention of spending the night, as
the carriage had returned to town.

ners nor Buxtons had heard of it; neither |

Hayne ran with his telegram to the |
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Deeds and other Legal Docnments drawm ont.
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Ready Made, Clothing,
Gents Furnishings,
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Depuaty, in place of John Cassidy, Resigned.

Ihereby appoint WILLIAM IRVING my

To all whom it may cencern.
JOHN SHIRREFF,

!
Sherriff of Northumberland County TEAM BR'GK wo
New castle, 15th April, A. D. 1800. .
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