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CHAPTER IL.—DR. WORTLE.

The Rev. Jeffrey Wortle, D.D.. was a |
man much esteemed by others,—and by
himself. He combined two professions, in
both of which he had been successful,—
had been,and continued to be, at the time
in which we speak of him. I will intro-
duce him to the reader in the present tense
a8 Rector of Bowick, and proprietor and
head-master of the school established in
the village of that name. The seminary
at Bowisk had for some time enjoyed a
reputation under him ;—not that he had
ever himself used so newfangled and un-
palatable a word in speaking of hisschool.
Bowick School had been established by
himself as preparatory to Eton. Dr.
Wortle had been elected to an assistant-
mastership at Eton early in life soon after
he had become a Fellow of Exeter. There
he had worked successfully for ten years,
and had then retired to the livina of
Bowick. On going there he had deter-
mined to occupy his leisure, and if pos-
sible to make his fortune, by taking afew
boys into his house. By dint of charging
high prices and giving good food,—per-
haps in part, also, by the quality of the
education which he imparted,—his estab-
lishment had become popular,and had out-
grown the capacity of the parsonage. He
had been enabled to purchase a fleld or two
olose abutting on the glebe gardens, and
had there built convenient premises. He
now limited his number to thirty boys, for
each of which he charged £200 a-year. It
was said of him by his friends that if he
would only raise his price to £250, he
might double the number, and really
make a fortune. In answer to this, he
told his friends that he knew his own
business best ;—he declared that his charge
was the only sum that was compatible
both with regard to himgelf and honesty
to his customers, and asserted that the la-
bors he endured were already quite heavy
enough. In fact, he recommended all
those who gave him advice to mind their
own business. It may be said of him
that he knew his own so well as to justify
him in repudiating counsel from others.
There are very different ideas of what ‘‘a
fortune’’ may be supposed to consist. It
will not be necessary to give Dr. Wortle’s
exaot idea. No doubt it changed with
him, Increasing as his money increased.
But he was supposed to he a comfortable
man. He pald ready money and high
prices. He liked that other people under
him should thrive.—and be liked them to
know that they throve by his means. He
liked to be master, and always was. He
was just, and liked his justice to be recog-
nized. He was generous also, and liked
that, too, to be known. He kept a carriage
for his wife, who had been the daughter
of a poor clergyman at Windsor, and was
proud to see her as well dressed as the wife
of any county squire. But he was a dom-
ineering husband. As his wife worshipped
him, and regarded him as a Jupiter on
earth from whose nod there could be and
should be no appeal, but little harm came
from tals. If a tyrant, he was an affec-
tionate tyrant. His wife felt him to beso.
His servants, his parish, and his school all
felt hira to be so. They obeyed him, loved
him, .and believed in him.,

So, upon the whole, at the time with
which we are dealing, did the diocese, the
county,and that world of parents by whom
the boys were sent to his school. But this
had not come about without some hard
fighting. He was over fifty years of age.
and had been Rector of Bowick for nearly
tweunty. During that time there had been
a succession of three bishops, and he had
quarrelled more or less with all of them.
It might be juster tosay that they had all
of them had more or less occasion to find
fault with him. Now Dr. Wortle,—or Mr.
Wortle,as he should be called in reference
to that period, —was a man who could bear
censure from no human being. He had
left his position at Eton because the head
master had required from him some slight
change of practice. There had been no
quarrel on that occasion, but Mr. Wortle
had gone. He at once commenced his
school at Bowick, taking half-a-dozen
pupils into his own house. The bishop of
that day suggested that the cure of the
souls of the parishioners of Bowick was
being subordinated to the Latin and Greek
of the sonsof the nobility. The bishop got
a response which gave an additional satis-
faction to his speedy translation to a more
comfortabie diocese. Between the next
bishop and Mr. Wortle there was, unfortun-
ately, misunderstanding, and almost feud
for the entire ten years during which his
lordship reigned in the Palace of Brough-
ton. This Bishop ot Broughton had been
one of that large batch of Lrw Church prel-
ates who were brought forward under
Lord Palmerston. Among them there was
none more low, more pious, more sincere,
or more given to interference. To teach
Mr. Wortla his duty as a parish clergyman
was evidenly a necessity to such a bishop.
To repudiate any such teaching was evi-
dently a necessity to Mr. Wortle. Conse-
quently there were differences, in all of
which Mr. Wortle carried his own. What
the good bishop suffered no one probably
knew except his wife and his domestic
chaplain. What Mr. Wortle enjoyed, or
Dr. Wortle, as he came to be called about
this time,—was patent to all the county
and all the diocese. The sufferer died, not,
let us hope, by means of the Doctor; and
then came the third bishop. He, too, had
found himself obliged to say a word. He
was A man of the world,—wise, prudent,
not given to interference or fault-tinding,
friendly by nature, one who altogether
hated a quarrel,a bishop beyond all things
determined to be the friend of his clergy-
men ;—and yet he thought himsglf obliged
to say a word. There were matters in
which Dr. Wortle aftected a peculiarly
anti-clerical mode of expression, if not of
feeling. He had been foolish enough to
declare openly that he was in search of a
curate who should have none of the ‘‘grace
of godliness’’ about him. He was wont to
ridicule the piety of young men who de-
voted themselves entirely to their religious
offices. In a letter which he wrote he
spoke of one youthful divine as ‘‘a conceit-
od ass, who had preached for forty min-
utes.’”” He not only disliked, but openly
ridiculed all signs of a special pietistic
bearing. It was sald of him that he had
been heard to swear. There can be no
doubt that he made himself wilfully dis-
tastefal to many of his stricter brethren,
‘Then it came to pass that there was a cor-
respondence between him and the bishop a¢
to that outspoken desire of his for a curate
without the grace of godliness But even
here Dr. Wortle was successful. The man-
agement of his parish was pre-eminently
good. The parish school was a model.
The farmers went to church. Dissenters
shere were none. The people of Bowick
‘believed thoroughly in their parson, and
knew the comfort of having an open-hand-
ed, well-to-do gentleman in the village.
This third episcopal difficulty did not en-
dure long. Dr Wortle knew his man, and
was willing enough to be on good terms
with his bishop so long as he was allowed
to be in all things his own master.

There had, too, been some fighting be-
tween Dr. Wortle and the world about his
school. He was, as I haye said,a thorough-
ly generous man, but he required, himself,
10 be treated with generosity. Any ques-
tion as to the charges made by him as
schoolmaster was nnendurable. He ex-
plained to all parents that he charged for
each boy at the rate of two hundred a-year
for board, lodging, and tuition, and that
anything required for a hoy’s benefit or
comfort beyond thas ordinarily supplied,
would be charged for as an extra at such
price as Dr. Wortle himself thought to be
anequivalent. Now the popularity of his
establishment no doubt depended in a
great degree on the sufficiency and comfort
of the good things of the world which he
provided. The beer was of the best, the
boys were not made to eat fat, their taste in
the selection of joints was consulted. The
morning coffee was excellent. The cook
was a great adept at cakes and puddings.
The Doctor would not himself have been
satisfled unless everything had been plenti-
ful, and everything of the best He would
have hated a butcher who had attempted
toseduce him with meat beneath the usual
price. But when he had supplied that
which was sufficlent according to his own
Itberal ideas, he did not give more without
charging for it. Among his customers
there had been a certain Honorable Mr.
Stantiloup, and,—which had been more
important,—an Honorable Mrs. Stanti-
loup. Mrs. Stantiloup was a lady who

could supply, but hardly liked paying the
best price. Dr. Wortle’s school was the
best thing the world could supply of that
kind, but then the price was certainly the
very best. Young Stantiloup was only
eleven; and as there were boys at Bowick
as old as seventeen—for the school had not
altogether maintained its old character as
being merely preparatory—Mrs Stantiloup
had thought that her boy should be ad-
mitted at a lower fee. The correspondence
which had ensued had been unpleasant.
The young Stanitlo p had had influenza,
and Mrs. Stantiloup had sent her own doc-
tor. Champagne had been ordered, and
carriage excercise. Mr. Stantiloup had
been forced by his wife to refuse %o pay
sums demanded for these undoubted ex-
tras. Ten shillings a-day for a drive for
a little boy seemed to her a great deal, —
seemed so to Mrs. Stantiloup. Ought not
the Doctor’s wife to have been proud to
take her little boy in her own carriage?
And then £2, 10s. for champagne for the
little boy! It was monstrous. Mr. Stan-
tiloup remonstrated. Dr. Wortle said that
the little boy had better be taken away
and the bill paid at once. The little boy
was taken away and the money was offer-
ed, short of £5. The matter was instantly
put into the hands of the Doctor’s lawyer,
and a suit commenced. The Doctor, of
course, got his money, and then there fol-
lowedan acrimonious correspondence in the
‘Times’ and other newspapers. Mrs, Stan-
tiloup did her best to ruin the school, and
many very eloquent passages were written
not only by her or by her own special
scribe, but by others who took the matter
up to prove that two hundred a year was a
a great deal more than ought to be paid
for the charge of a little boy during three
quarters of the year. But in the course of
the next twelve months Dr, Wortle was
obliged to refuse admittance to a dozen
eligible pupils because he had no room for
them. No doubt he had suffered during
these contests,—suffered, that is,in mind

There had been moments in which it
seemed that the victory would be ¢n the
other side, :hat the forces congregated
against him were too many for him, and
that not being able to bend he would have
to be broken; but 1n every case he had
fought it out, and in every case he had
conquered. He was now a prosperous man
who had achieved his own way, and had
made all those congected with him feel
that it was better to like him and
obey him, than to dislike him and fight
with him. His curates troubled him as
little as possible with the grace of godli-
ness, and threw off as far as they could
that zeal which is so dear to the youthful
mind, but which so often seems to be
weak and flabby to their elders. His
ushers or assistants in the school fell in
with his views implicitly, and were con-
tent to accept compensation in the shape
of personal civilities. 1t was much better
to go shares with the Doctor in a joke than
to have to hear his hard words.

It is chiefly in reference to one of these
ushers that our story has to be told. Iut
before we commence it, we must say a few
more words as to the Doctor and his fam-
ily. Of his wife I have already spoken.
She was probably as happy a woman as you
shall be likely to meet on a summer’s day.
She had good health, easy temper, plea-
sant friends, abundant means,and no am
bition. She went nowhere without the
Doctor, and wherever he went she enjoyed
her share of the respect which was always
shown to him. She had little or nothing
to do with the school, the Doctor having
many years ago resolved that though it be-
came him as a man to work for his bread,
his wife should not be a slave. When the
batties had been going on,—those between
the Doctor and the bishops, and the Dce-
tor and Mrs. Stantiloup, and the Doctor
and the newspapers,—she had for a while
been unhappy. It had grieved her to have
it insinuated that her husband was an
atheist,and asserted that her husband was
a cormorant; but his courage had sustain-
ad her, and his continual victories had
taught her to believe at last that he was
indomitable.

They had one child, a daughter, Mary,
of whom it was said in Bowick that she
alone knew the lengti of the Doctor’s foot.
It certainly was so that, if Mrs. Wortle
wished to have anything done which was a
srifle beyond her own influence, she em-
’loyed Mary. And if the boys collectively

wanted to carry a point, they would ‘‘col-
lectively’’ obtain Miss Wortle’s aid. Bat
all this the Doctor probably knew very
well; and though he was often pleased to
grant favors thus asked, he did so because
he liked the granting of favors when they
had been asked with a proper degree of
cars and attention. She was at the pres-
ent time of the age in which fathers are
apt to look upon their children as still
children, while other men regard them as
being grown-up young lalies. It was now
Juane, and in the approaching August she
would beeighteen. It was said of her that
of the girls all round she was the pretti-
est; and indeed it would be hard to find a
sweeter-favored girl than Mary Wortle.
Her father had been all his life a man
noted for the manhood of his face. He had
a broad forehead,with bright grey eyes,—
eyes that had always a smile passing
round them, though the smile would some-
times havethat touch of ironywhich a smile
may contain, rather than the good-humor

! which it is ordinarily supposed to indicate.

His nose was aquilit e, not hopoky, like a
true bird’s beak,but with that bend which
seems to give the human face the clear-
est indication of individual wiil. His
mouth, for a man was perhaps a little too
small, but was admirably formed, as had
been that chin with a dedp dimple on it,
which had now by the slow progress of
many dinners become doubled in its folds
His hair had been chestnut,but dark in its
hue. It had now become gray, but still
pith the ehade of the chestnnut thyough it
here and there. He stood 5 feet 10 in
height, with small hands and feet. He
was now perhaps somesvhat stout, but was
stiil as npright on his horse as cver,and as
well able to ride to hounds for a few fields
wlien by shanes the hunt came in the way
of Bowick, Such was the Dogtor. Mrs
Wortle was a pretty little woman, now
over forty years of age, of whom it was
said that in her day she had been the
beauty of Windsor and those parts. Mary
Wortle took mostly after her fatner, being
tall and comely, having especially he:
father’s eyes; but still they who had known
Mrs Wortle as a girl declared that Mary
had inherited also her mother’s psculiar
softness of comp’exion. ;

For many years past none of the pupils
had been received within the parsonage, —
unless when received there as gueg!s, which
was of frequent occurrence. All belonging
to the school was built cutside the glebe
land, as a quite sepurate establishment,
with a door opening from the parsonage
garden to the school-yard. Of this door
the rule was that the Doctor and the gar-
dener should have the only two keys; but
the rule may be said to haye become quite
obsolete, as the door was never lacked.
Sometimes the bigger boys would come
throungh unasked—perhaps in searczh of a
game of lawn-tennis with Miss Wortle—
perhapg to ask some favor of Mrs. Wortle,
who aiways was delighted to welcome them
—perhaps even to seek the Doctor himseif,
who never on such oceasions would ask
how it came to pass that they were on
that side of the wall.  Sometimes Mra.
Wortle wouid sengd her housekeeper through
for some of the little boys. It would then
be a good time for the little boys. But
this would generally be during the Doc-
tor’s absence.

Here,on the sechool slde of the wall, there
was a separate estahlishment of servanis,
and & separate kitchen. There was no
sending backwards or forwards of food or
clothes,—unless it might be when some
special delicacy was sent in if a boy were
unwell. For these no extra charge was
ever made, as had been done in the case of
young Stantiloup. Then a strange doctor
had come, and had ordered the wine and
the carringe. There was no extra charge
for the kindly glasses of wine, which used
to he administered in quite suflicient
plenty.

Behind the school,and running down to
the little river Pin, there is a spacious
cricket-gronnd,and a court marked out for
lawn-tennis. Up close to the school is a
racket-court. No doubt a good decal was
done to make the externals of the place
alluring to those parents who love to think
that their boys shall be made happy at
school. Atsached to the school, forming
part of the building is a pleasant, well-
built residence, with six or eight rooms,

liked all the best things which the world |

intended for the senior or classical agsist-
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ant-master., It had been the Doctor’s
scheme to find a married gentieman to oc-
cupy this house,whose wife should 1eceive
a separate salary for looking after the linen
and acting as matron to the school, doing
what his wife did till he be'ame success-
ful,—while the husband should be in
orders and take part of the church duties
as a second curate. But there had been a
difficulty in this,

CHAPTER IL—THE NEW USHER.

The Doctor had found it difficult to carry
out the scheme described in the last chap-
ter, 'They indeed who know anything of
such matters will be inclined to eall it
Utopian, and to say that one so wise in
worldly matters as our schoolmaster should
not have attempted tocombine so many
things. He wanted a gentleman, a school
master, a curate, a matron, and a lady, —
we may say all 1n one. Curates and ushers
are generally unmarried. An assistant
schnoimaster is not often in orders, and
sometimes is not a gentleman. A gentle-
man, when he is married, does not often
wish to dispose of the services of his wife
A lady, when she has a husband, has gen-
erally sufficient duties of her own to em-
ploy her, without undertaking others. The
scheme, if realized, would no doubt be ex-
cellent, but the diffioulties were too many.
The Stantiloups, who lived about twenty
miles off, made fun of the Doctor and his
project; and the bishop was said to have
expressed himself as afraid that he would
not be able to license as curate any one se-
lected as usher to the school. One attempt
was made after another in vain;—but at
last it was declared through the country
far and wide that the Doctor had succeed-
ed in this, as in every other enterprise
that he had attempted. There had come a
Rev. Mr. Peacocke and his wife. Six years
since Mr. Peacocke had been well known
at Oxford as a Classic, and had become a
Fellow of Trinity., Then he had taken
orders, and had some time afterwards
married, giving up his Fellowship as a
matter of course. Mr. Peacocke, while
living at Oxford, had been well-known to
a large Oxford circle, but had suddenly
disappeared from that world, and it reach-
ed the ears of only a few of his more in-
timate friends that he had undertaken the
duties of vice-president of a classical col-
lege at St.Louis in the State of Missoari.
Such a disruption as this was for a time
complete ; but after five years Mr. Peacocke
appeared again at Oxford, with a beauti-
ful American wife, and the necessity of
earning an income by his erudition.

It would at tirst have seemed very im-
probable that Dr, Wortle should have
taken into his school or into his parish a
gentleman who had chosen the United
States as a fleld for his classical labors.
The Doctor, whose mind was by no means
logical, was a thorough-going Tory of the
old school, and therefore considered him-
self bound to hate the name of a republic.
He hated rolling stones, and Mr. Peacocke
had certainly been a rolling stone. He loved
Oxford with all his heart and some years
singe had been heard tosay hard things of
Mr. Peacocke, when that gentleman de-
serted his college for the sake of estahlish-
ing himself across the Atlantic. But he
was one who thought that there should be
a place of penitence allowed to those who
aad clearly repented of their errors; and
moreover when he heard that Mr. Peacocke
was endeavoring to establish himself in
Oxford as a ‘‘coach’ for undergraduates,
and also that he was a married man with-
out any encambrance in the way of fam-
ily,there seemed to him to be an addition-
al reason for pardoning that American es-
capade. Circumstances brought the two
men together. There were friends at Ox-
ford who knew hcw anxious the Doctor
was to carry out that plan of his in refer-
ence to an usher, a curate and a matron,
and here were the very things combined.
Mr. Peacocke’s scholarship and power of
teaching were acknowledged; he was al-
ready in orders; and it was declased that
Mrs. Peacocke was undoubtedly a lady.
Many inquiries were made. Many meet-
ings took place. Many difficulties arose.
But at last Mr. and Mrs. Peacocke came
to Bowick and to6ok up their abode in the
school.

All the Doctor’s requirements were not
at once fulfilled. Mrs. Peacocke’s position
was easily settled. Mrs. Peacocke who
seemed to be a woman possessed of ster-
ling sense and great activity undertook
her duties without difficulty. But Mr. Pea-
cocke would not at first consent to act as
curate in the parish. He did however after
a time oconsent to perform a portion of the
Sunday services. When he first came to
Bowick he had ‘declared that he would
underake no clerical duty. Education was
his profession and to that he meant to de-
vote himself exclusively. Nor for the six
or eight months of bis sojourn did he go
back from this; so that the Doctor may be
said even still to have failed in carrying
out his purpose. But at last the new
spchoolmaster appeared in the pulpit of the
parish church and preached a sermon.

All that had passed in private conference
between the Dootor and his assistant on
the subjeet need not here be related. Mr.
Peacocke’s aversion to do more than at-
tend regularly at the church services as one
of the parishioners had been very strong.
The Doctor’s anxiety to overcome his as-
sistant’s reasoning had also been strong.

tween them. Mr, Peacocke had been true
to his principles, whatever those principles
were, in regard to his appointment as a
curate,—but it came to pass that he for
some months preached regularly every
Sunday in the parish church, to the full
satisfaction of the parishioners. For this
he accepted no payment, much to the Doc-
tor’s dissatisfaction. Nevertheless it was
certainly the case that they who served the
Doctor gratuitously never ocame by the
worse of the bargain.

Mr, Peacocke was a small wiry-looking
man, anything but robust in appearance,
but still capable of great bodily exertion.
He was a great walker., Labor in the
school never seemed to fatigue him., The
addition of a sermon to preach every week
seemed to make no difference to his ener-
gies in theschool. He was a constant read-
er, and could pass from one kind of men-
tal work to another without fatigue. The
Doctor was a noted scholar, but it sqon be-
came manifest to the Doctor himself, and
to the boys, that Mr, Peacocke was much
deeper in scholarship than the Doctor,
Though he was a poor man, his own small
classical library was supposed to be a re-
pository of all that was known about Latin
and Greek. In fact Mr. Peacocke grew to
be a marvel; but of all the marvels about
him, the thing most marvellous was the
entire falth which the Doctor placed in
him. Certain changes even were made in
the old-established ‘‘curriculum’ of tui-
tion,—and were made, as all the boys sup-
posed, by the advice of Mr. Peacocke. Mr.
Peacocke was treated with a personal re-
spect which almost seemed to imply that
pwo men were equal. This was suppaosed
by the boys to come from the fact that
both the Doctor and the assistant had been
Fellows of their colleges at Oxford; but
the parsons and other gentry around could
see that there was more in it than that.
Mr. Peacocke had some power about him
which was potent over the Doctor’s spirit.

Mps. Peacocke, in her line,succeeded al-
most as well. She was a woman sqme-
thing over thirty years of age when she
first came to Bowick, in the very pride
and bloom of woman's beauty. Her com-
plexion was dark and brown,—so much
80, that it was impossible to describe her
color generally by any oth¢? word. But
no clearer skin was ever given to a
woman. Her eyes were brown,and her eye-
brows black, and perfectly regular. Her
hair was dark and very glossy,and always
dressed as simply as the nature af wo-
man’s head will allow. Her features were
regular, but with a great show of strength.
She was tall for a woman, but without any
of that look of lengrh under which female
altitude sometimes suffers. She was
strong and well mads, and apparvently
squal to any labcg to which her position
might subject her. When she had been at
Bowick about thie> months, a boy’s leg
had been broken, and she had nursed him
not only with assiduity, but with great
capacity. The boy was the youngest son
of the Marchgoness of Altamont;and when
Lady Altamont pald a second visit to
Bowlck, for the sake of taking her hoy
home as soon as he was fit to he moved,
her ladysbip made a little mistake, With
the sweetest and most carressing smile in
the world, she offered Mrs. Peacocke a ten-
pound note *‘‘My dear madam,’’ said Mrs.
Peacocke, without the slightest reserve or
difficulty, *‘it is so natural that youshould
do this, because you cannot of course
understand my position; but it is alto-
gether out of the question.”” The Mar-
chioness blushed, stammered, and begged
a hundred pardons, Being a good-natur
ed woman,she told the whole story to Mrs
Wortle. ‘‘I would just as soon have offer-
ed the money to the Marchioness herself,”’
gaid Mrs. Wortle, as she told it to her hus-
band. “‘I werald have done it a deal soon-
er,”” sald the Doctor, ‘I am notin the
least afraid of Lady Altamont; but Istand
in awful dread of Mrs. Peacocke.”” Never-
theless Mrs. Peacocke had done her work
by the little lord’s bedside, just as though
she had been a paid nurse,

And so she felt herself to be. Nor was
she in tho least ashawed of her position i.
that respeot, If there was sneht of ahema

.

There had, no doubt, been much said.be:

hdwat L6L, B8 sulne people =alq, 1t ceriain-
ly did not come from the fact that she
was in the receipt of a salary for the per-
formance of certain prescribed duties.
Such remuneration was, she thought, as
honorabie as the Doctor’s income; but to
her American intelligence, the acceptance
of a present of money from a Marchioness
w:ould have been a degradation,

It certainly was said of her by some per-
sons that there must have been something
in her former life of which she was
ashamed. The Honorable Mrs. Stanti-
loup, to whom all the affairs of Bowick
had been of consequence since her hushand
had lost his lawsuit,and who had not only
heard much, but had inquired far and near
about Mr. and Mrs. Peacocke, declared
diligently among her friends, with many
nods and winks, that there was something
“rotten in the state of Denmark.”” She
did at first somewhat imprudently ene
deavour to spread a rumour ab oad that
the Doctor had become enslaved by the
lady’s bcauty DBut even those hostile to
Bowick could not accept this. The Doctor
cartainly was not the man to put in jeop-
ardy the respect of the world and his ¢%n
standing for the beanty of any woman;
and, moweover,the Doctor, as we have said
before, was over fifty years of age. But
there soon came up another ground on
which calumny could found a story. It
was ceriainly the case that Mrs. Peacocke
bad never accepted any hospitality from
Mrs. Wortle or other ladies in the neigh-
borhood. It reached the ears of Mrs. Stan-
tiloup, first, that the ladies had called
upon each other, as ladizs are wont to do
who iztond to cultivate a mutual personal
acquaintance, and then that Mrs. Wortle
had asked Mrs. Peacocke to dinner. But
Mrs Peacocke had refused not only that in-
vitation, but subsequent invitations to the
less ceremonious form of tea-drinking.

All this had been true, and it had been
true also,—though of this Mrs. Stantiloup
had not heard the prticalars,—that Mrs.
Peacocke had expiained to her neighbor
that she did not intend to put herself vn a
visiting tooting with anyone. ‘‘But why
not, my dear?’’ Drs. Wortle had said,
urgad to the argument by precepts from
her busband. “Why should you make
yourself desolate here, when we shall be
so g!ad to have you?’ It is part of my
life that it must be so,”’ Mrs. Peacocke
had answered. ‘‘I am quite sure that the
duties 1 have undertaken are becoming a
lady; bat I do not thiiak that they are be-
coming to one who either gives or accepts
entertainments.”’

There had been something of the same
kind between the Doctor and Mr. Pea-
cocke ‘““Why the mischief shouldn’t you
and your wife come and cat a bit of mut
ton, and drink a glass of wine, over at the
rectory, like any other decent people?”’ 1
never believed that accusation against the
Doctor in regard to swearing; but he was
no doubht addicted to expletives in conver-
sation, and might perhaps h ve indulged
in a strong word or two, had he not been
prevented by the sanctity of his orders.
‘“‘Perhaps I ought to say,’’ replied Mr
Peacocke, ‘‘becausa we are nct like any
other devent people.”” Then he went on to
explain his meaning. Decent people, he
thought, in rezard to social intercourse,
are those who are able to give and take
with ease among each other He had fallen
into a position in which neither he nor his
wife could give anything, and from which,
though son.e might be willing to accept
him, he would be accented only, as it were,
by special favor. ‘‘ Bosh!"’ ejaculated the
Doctor. Mr. Peacocke simply smiled, said
it might be bosh, but thas even were he
inclined to relax his « wn views, his wife
would certainly not relas hers. So it came
to pass that although the Doctor and Mr.
Peacocke were reaily intimate, and that
something of absolute friendship sprang
up between the two ladies, when Mr, Pea-
cocke had already been more than twelve
months in Bowick neither had he nor Mrs
Peacocke broken bread in the Doctor’s
house.

And yet the friendship had become
strong. An incident had happened early
in the opening of the year which had serv-
ed greatly to strengthen it. At the school
there was a little boy, just eleven years old,
the only son of a Lady de Lawle, who had
in early years been a dear friend to Mrs
Wortle. Lady de Lawle was the widow of
a baronet, and the little boy was the heis
to a large fortune. The mother had been
most loath to part with her treasure
Friends, uncles, and trustees had declarea
that the old prescribed form of educatior
for British aristocrats must bea followed,
—a t’other school, namely, then Eton,and
then Oxford. Noj; his mother might not
go with him, first to one, and then to the
o her. Such going and living with hin
wouid deprive his education of all the real
salt Therefore Bowick was chosen as the
t’otl er school, because Mrs. Wortle would
be more like a mother to her poor desolate
boy than any other lady. So it was arcang-
ed, and the ‘‘poor desolate boy’’ became
the happiest of the young pickles whom it
was Mrs. Wortle’s special province to spoil
whenever she could get hold of them.

Now it happened that on one beautiful
afternoon towards the end of April, Mrs
Wortle had taken young De Lawle and an-
other little boy with her over the foot
bridge which passed from the bottom o
the parsonage garden to the glebe-meadow
which ran on the other side of the litilc
river, and with them had gone a greai
Newfoundland dog, who was on terms
equally friendly with the inmates of the
rectory and the schocl.  Where this bridge
passed acrogs the stream the gardens anc.
the flelds were on the same level. But as
the water ran down to the ground on
which the school-buildings had been erect
od there arose asteep bank over a bend in
the river,or, rather, steep cliff, for, indeed,
it was almost perpendicular, the force of
the current as iy turned at this spot hav
ing washed away the bank. In this way it
had come to pass that thero was a precip
itous fall of about a dozen feet from the
top of the little cliff into the water, and
that the water here, as it eddied round
the curve, was black and decp, so that the
bigger boys were wont to swim in it, ar-
rangements for bathing having been made
on the further or schoo!l side. There had
sometimes been a question whether a rail
should not b3 placed for protection alung
the top of this ecliff, but nothing of the
Kind had yet been done. The boys were
not supposed to play in this fleld, which
was on the other side of the river, and
could only be reached by the bridge
through the parsonage garden.

On this day young De Lawle and his
friend and the dog rushed up the hill be-
fore to romp, as was their custom. Mary
Wortle, who was one of the party, followed
them, enjoining the children to keep away
from the cliff. For a while they did so,
but of course returned. Once or twloe
they were recalled and scolded. always as-
serting that the fanit was altogether with
Neptune. It was Neptune that knocked
them dqown and always pushed them to-
wards the river. Perhaps it was Neptune;
but be that as it might, there came a mo-
ment very terrible to them all. The dog
in one of his gyrations came violently
against the little boy,knocked him off his
legs and pushed him over the edge. Mrs.
Wortle, who had been making her way
slowly up the hill, saw the fall, heard the
splash, and fell immediately to the
ground,

Other eyes had also seen the accident.
The Doctor and Mr. Peacocke were at the
moment walking together in the play-
grounds at the school side of the brook.
When the boy fell they had paused in their
walk, and were standing, the Doctor with
his back to the stream, and the asisstant
with his face turned towards the cliff. A
loud exclamation broke from his lips as he
saw thg fall; but in a moment,—almost
nhefore the Doctor had realized the accident
which had occurred—he was in the water
and two minutes afterwards young De
Lawle, drenched indeed, frightened and
out of breath,but in nowise sertously hurt,
was out upon the bank;and Mr, Peacocke
Iren hed also,but equally safe, was stand-
ing over him, while the Doctor on his kneeg
w~vas satisfying himself that his little
ocha'ge had received no fatal injury. It
need hardly be explained that such a ter
mination as this to such an accident had
greatly increased the good feeling with
which Mr. Peacocke waa regardedi by all
the inhabiants of the school and rectory.

[To be continued,

Executors’ Notice.

—_——————

All persons having any just clsims against the
estate of Hon, Kennedy F. Burns late of Bathurst
in the County of Gloucester, merchant, deceased,
‘tltel her:ut:.y tor;qu“i?l;l u;:d not.i‘:led to file the same,

nly a s W the unde i
month from date. S Wiy e

}Executor

P. J. BURNS
MARIA MCKENNA [ nd
Batburst, N. B. Feby, 20th 1896,
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FOR SALE.

wer acroll saw, with lathe and dril

a0 ot pomer srol

For particulams apply to Box 123 “Chathsm,

in perfect order, can be had for $17.00’ i

TO HOLDERS (F
TIMBER LICENSES

Crowxy LaNnp OFrFicE, 12 JuLy, 1804,
The attention of all holders of Timber Licenses is
alled to Section 19 of the Timber Regulations,

which reads as follows ;—

‘19 No Spruce or Pire trees shall be cut
by any Licensee under any License. not even
for piling, which wi 1 not make a log at least
18 feet in length and ten inches at the small
end; and if any such shall be cut, the
Lumber shall be liable to double stumpage
aud the License be torfeited?”’

and all Licensees are hereby notified, that for the
future, the provisions of this section will be rigidly
nforced

L J TWEEDIE,
Surveyor Geuneral

THE LONDON CUARANTEE
ACCIDENT CO.

The only British Co. in Canada issuing

Gusrantce Bonds and Accident Polices.

. Accident Insurance at lowest rates.

life and your ti by taki
LONDON. i S i,

FRANCIS A. GILLISPIE,

AGRNT

Protect your
a policy in THE

Uressmakers’ Magic cale.

Persons desirous of learning how to use the

“Dressmakers’ Magic Scale‘

may do so at the HOTEL DIEU CONVENT, where a
class is being openea for that purpose.

By means of this clever invention any lady may
cut any siyle of ladies’ or children’s garments
without refitting.

Now is also the regular time for formation of
classes in Phonograpny, Typewriting and Tele
gr:phy » those intending to begin should not

elay,

For Terms apply to

MOTHER SUPERIOR,
Hotel Dicu Couyent.

Chatham, N. B.
.30

IF YOU ARE HUNTING

for elegant novelties in jewelry and an all round
dlsp]a.y" of watches, clocks and silverware, you .can
find it in our stock. Here is a tantalizing beautiful
array of sparklers flashing rays, that when seen
raise a desire to possess them The trade eclock
indicates that the buyer’s hour has come, and our
store shows that buyers are not neglecting the
timely hint. Come to us for a dazzling display,
a golden shower of temptations including 15 year
filled Waltham Watch for §15.00 ete You'll
always be right on time with one of our 8 day
clocks or §8 Waltham watches that are marvels of
accurate timekeeping. We bave, a full line of the
latest jewelry. Call and see for yourselves.

OUR WAICH-REPAIRTNG
DPARTMENT

is first class in all respects. All

WATCHES, CLOCKS. AND JEWELRY.

.repaired at short notice, and

Guaranteed to Give the best Satisfaction.
W. R. GOULD.

Chatham Oct., 3,

INSURANCE.

The Insurance business heretofore carried on by
the late Thomas F. Gillespie, deceased is continued
by the nudersigne¢ who represents the following
Companies:—

SCOTTISH UNION AND
NATIONAL,
ALBION,
IMPERIAL,
LONDON, & LANCASHIRE,
LANCASHIRE,
ZETNA,
HAKTFORD,
NORWICH UNION
ALLIANCE,
PHE"1X OF LONDON,
MANCHESTER.

FRANCES A.GILLESPIE
Chathsm, £9th Nov. 1993.

SPRINCHILL COAL

FOR SALE

Apply to
JOHN FOTHERINGHAM

J. F BENSON,

TYPEWRITER, &C. &C.
ALSO—

AGENT FOR “NEW YOST” TYPEWRITING COM
PANY FOR NORTHERN CUUNTIES

OFFICE :

BENSON BLOCK CHA HAM,N &

SMELT _ SHOOKS.

Smelt shooks on hund and f r sale by

GEU BURCHILL & SONS
Nelson Dec. 22nd, 1894. .

Lime Fo}—Sale

Apply to
THE MARITIME SULPHITE FIBRE CO. LTD.

THE BOUQUET.

Sweeping reductions in Milinery and Fancy Goods
at the Bouquet,

Having to make room for midsommer and fall

imporiati ns I have decided to dispose of th: bal
ance of my spring and sammeér st ¢k at greatly re-
duced prices—iu fact, wholesale prices thas giving
my patrons the aivantage of a cheap sale, The
stock cousists of the latest styles of Milliuery, hats,
flowers, feathers, ladie ' wrappers, suushades,
hosiery, underwe wr aad fancy goods.
and headwear u specialty.

All the apove are siylish and fashionable,
the latest importations from London,
New York., Mail orders promptly

gln\' 3

Babies' robes

being
Paris and
and carefuliy

attend vo.
JOSIE NOONAN
CHATHAM
°
0 be sold at Public Auction en Friday, the 10th,
day ~f April next, in front of the Post Office in
Chatham, between the hours of 12 noon and 5

o'clock p m

All the right, title, interest and share of Charles
A McDougall in and to all those several lots or
tracts of land situate lying and being on the
easterly side of the south west branch of the
Miramichi River, in the Parish of Blackville and
County of Northumberland, and abutted and
boun led as follows, viz : -All that lot or ‘ract of
land situate, lying and being on the easterly side of
said river bounded northerly by lands occupied by
Alex McDonald, southerly by lands owned and
oecupied by Aiex. Campbcll, easterly by crown land
aad westerly or n rront by the said branch of the

Mirawichi River, containing 400 acres more or less.
Also, all that other pi ce, lot or tract of land
sitnate. lymng and vei g on the easierly side of said

branch of the Miramichi River, bounded nortberiy
by crown laud, easteriy by erown land ani s outherly
by land owued or occupied b. Jam < Cumpbell ; and

in fronu or weste:ly by the rear b.undary line of
lands owued by Alex. vampbell, containing 200 acres
more or iess,

Ai80 a!l other the lauds, tenements, hereditaments
and premises of the siid Charles A, McDouga l,
whatsoever auna whe:esoever situate in the said
County of Northuwbecland,

The sawe having been seized by mwe, under and by
viriue of an Excution issued out of the County
Court of Saint John, by Austin T. Fouster against
T'homas H, Preseot and the said Charies A, Me-
Dougall,

JOHN SHIRREFF,
Sheriff?s Office Newcastle, this Shenff,
21s., day December, A, D. 1895.

URS. C. J. & H. SPROUL.

SURGKEON DEN I'ISTS.

leeth extracted withont pain by
Nitrous Oxide Gas or other Anesth:tics,

Artificiai Teeth setin Gold  Rubber & Celluloia
Special attention given to the preservation and
regulating of the natural teeth

Also Crown and Bridge
guacanteed in every respect

Office in Chatham, BENSuN BLoCK.
No 53.

In Newcastle opposite Square,
KrrHRo’S Barber shop, Telephone No 6.

the use

work All  work

Telephone

over J. G

\‘VANTED—, ANVASSERS. MAL*

AND FEMALE, in every towuship in
Cinada, to canvass fo the greatest weekiy news-
psper in the world. The Family Herald and Weekly
Star of Montreal. The Family Herald and eekly
Star has teen enlarged to one hundred and twenty
eight columns per week, equal to one hundred large
voumes per annum. It is improved in every de-
partment 80 conspicuously as to be talked about
all over the wor.d, A splendid premium picture
with the Family derald. A good opportunity for
canvassers to establish a yearly income. Nou
experieuce needed. Ouly natural capacity for know -
ing a good thing at sight. Sample copies, ece., ete.,
free. Address immediately to secure position-
Family Herald Pubnshing Co,, Subsecription pe
partment, Montreal, Canada.

SHERIFFS SALE!

To be sold at Public Auction, in front of the
Registry Office, in Newecastle, on Friday the 6 n day
of March next between the hours of 12 noon aund
five o’clock p. m :

All the estate, share, right, title and ipnterest of
Jawes O Fish of, ir, to or out of all the foliowing
describied pieces. or parcels of land situate lying and
being in the Parish of Newcastle in the U muty of
Northumberlacd, and Province of New Brunswick
viz:

All that piece or parcel of land situate lying and
being in the Town of Newcastle in the said County
of Northumberland, and bounded southerly or in
front by Water Street, on the lower or easterly side
by lands formerly owned and occupied by the late
Moses M, Sargeant and by lands preseotly owne!
by Mrs, Mary Vondy Northerly or in rear by
Mary Street, and on the upper or westerly side by
the Masonic Hall property

Also. all that other piece of land sitaate in the
said Town o' Newcastle and County af  resaid, and
bounded southerly or in irouc by Mitche:l Street, on
the lower or easterly side by lauds formerly owned
and occupied by the lace John Williamson norther.y
or in 1ear by land occapied by Mrs. Gohghtly, and
on the upper or westerly side by a lane, being the
land and premises former!y occupied by John
Watters,

Also— A 1 that piece of land situete in the Parish
of Newcastle, in the couuty aforesaid,, bovnded
southerly cr in front by the Great road,on the lower
or easteriy side by lan s foruwerly owued by the lace
Johu Atchison, on tue upper or westerly sice by
lancs owned and occupied by James Nevin, and ex
tending northerty o1 in rear to the ful, exweat of
the original Grauni,—uveing the laud known and dis
vinguished as “The Fish Farm” Which several
pieces of land were couveye  to the said - James 0O
Fish by Jawmes Fish by deed uated the vieventh day
of April A, D 1889,

Al80, all othes the lands tenements hereditaments
and preinises of the said James O Fish, whatsoever
and wheresoever situate in 1he said Coanty of
Northumuveriand,

The same haviug beeu seized by me uuder and by
virtue of an  Execution issued out of the Supreme
court, at the suit of Winiam A, Hicason agamnst
the said Jawes U, Fish,

JOHN sHIRREFF,

: Sheaff
Sheriff’s Office Newoastle this 26th day
of Noveimnber, A, D. 1595,

e ————————————
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FURNACES FUR ‘ACES.
WOUD OR COAL,

WHICH I CAN FURNISH AT

REAS NABLE PRICES.

STOVES
CUOKING, HALL AND PA LOR STOVFs

AT LOW PRICES

PUMPS, PUMPS,

Sinks, Iron Pipe, Baths, Creamers the very best,
also Japanned stamped and plain tinware in ead-
less variety, all of the best stock which I wii
sell low for cash

A.C. McLean Chatham.

e ———— —

Histablished 18686.

Dunlap Bros. & Co.,
AMIiERSf, N. S.

Dunlap, McKim & Downs,
WALLACE, N. S. -

DUNLAP, COOKE & CO.,
AMHERST, N. S.

DUNLAP G0OKE & CO.
M ECGHANT TAILORS,

—AND—
GENTLEMEN'S OUTFITTERS
AMHERST.

N. S.

This firm carries one of the finest selections of Cloths incinding all the different makes suitable for

fine trace. Their cutters and staff of wockmen employed are the best obtainabla,

and the clothing from

his establishment has a superior tone and finish. All inspection of the samples will convince, you that

he prices are right,

FANGY AND STAPLE ERUGERY COMPLETE.

Turkeys, Geese, Ducks, and Chickens.

Raisins, Currants, Candied Peels.
Essences, Spices, Apples, Grapes

Figs, Nuts, Confectionery, Cigars Ete. Ete.

Best Family Flour, Meals, Hay, Oats, feed of all kinds.

Pork, Beef, Herring, Colfish, Molasses, Sugars. Oils, Tobaceo, Ete Ete
CHEAPEST STORE IN TOWN,

Don’t forget the PIAN()—each dollar purchase, one ticl;et.
Ready-Made Clothing, Dry Goods, Caps, Robes, Horse-Rugs.

Boots and Shoes, Overshoes, Rubbers,

At the

Moceasins, Ete, Etec,

greatest bargains ever were known.,

DONT FORGET the piano; each dollar’s worth you buy you receive

one ticket.

MERRY X'MAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL.

W. T. HARRIS.

1

~

CHATHAM

Oanriace Axp Steich Woks

)-(

CARRIAGES,
HARNESS AND 5
FARM IMPLEMENTS i

OF ALL KINDS3

I wish to make known to the public in general that I have on hand
the best stoek of carriages and farm implements ever offered for sale
in this conntry. They consist of the following :

GPEN AND TOP BUGGIES of different styles
PHEATONS

MIKADOS,

JUMP-SEAT WAGGOUNS, open and with tops,
CONCORD WAGGONS, (one and two seats,)

EXPRESS WAGGONS and a number of other styles too nuwerous
to mention,

ALSO TRUCK WAGGONS, (one and two horse,)
I have both the IRON AND SKANE AXLE WAGGON,
I have a SPECIAL LINE OF HARNESS MADE TO ORDER,

{”h\a‘ndle the world-famed MASSEY-HARRIS FARM IMPLE-
MENTS,

I have always an ENDLESS SUPPLY IN STOCK suitable for the
ditferen? seasons of the year,

I also keep THE DAISY CHTJRN on hand
I have a few SECOND-HAND WAGGONS for sale.

I would ask intending purchasers and others to call and examine
my stock, as

I Can Sell Cheaper

and on as good terms as any other person in the County.

| GUARANTEE ALL THE GOODS

I sell to be first class, All goods sold by me proving defective in stock
or workmanship will be made good

FREE OF CHARGE AT MY FACTORY,

St John Street, Chatham, N. B.

Carriages made to order,
Repairing and Painting

executed in first class style and with despatch.
Correspondence solicited.

ALEX. ROBINSON.
Miramichi Advance,

CHATHAM. N. B.

THE LEADING PRINTED
NORTH SHORE e 2 EVERY WEDNESDAY
NEWSPAPER. EVENING.

TERMS ONE DOLLAR A YEAR PAYABLE IN ADVANGQE.
D. GSMITH. EDITOR & PROPRIETOR

JOB PRINTING

PRICES AND THE SHORTEST

‘_,-M

AT LOW NOTICE

ALWAYS ON HAND:—

CUSTOM HOUSE FORMS,
BILLS OF EXCHANGE,
NOTES OF HAND,

RAILWAY BILLS,
FISH INVOICES,
MAGISTRATES’ BLANKS,
MORTGAGES & DEEDS, JOINT NOTES,
BlLLS OF SALE DRAFTS,
SCHOOL DISTRICT SECRETBRYS BILLS FOR RATEPAYERS,
TEACHERS’ AGREEMENTS WITH TRUSTEES,—
DISTRICT ASSESSMENT LISTS.

THREE MAGHINE - PRESSES

and other requisite plant constant-
ly running Hquipment equal to
that of any Job-Printing office in -
the Province.

The only Job-Printing office out-
side of St. John that was awarded

both : *
MEDAL AND DIPLOMA

— AT TER—

DOMINION AND CENTENNIAL EXHIBITIOR

AT ST JOHN IN 1883 -

Orders by Mail promptly filled & Satisfaction Guararteed.

o _a—— e -
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The undermentioned
spectacles.

1st—That from the peculiar construction of the glasses they ASSIST
and PRESERVE the sight, rendering frequent changes uunecessary.

2nd—That they confer a brilliancy and distinctness of vision, with
an amount of EASE and COMFORT not hitherto enjoyed by spectacle
wearers.

3rd—That the material from which the Lenses are ground is manu-
factnred especially for optic purposes, by Dr. CHARLES BARDOU’S
mproved patent mathod, and 1s PURE, HARD AND BRILLIANT and not
fliable to become scratched.

4th—That the frames in which they are set, whether in Gold, Silver
or Steel, are of the finest quality and finish, and guaranteed parfect in
every respect.

The long evenings are here and you will want a pair of good glass
so come to the Medical Hall and be properly fitted or no charge.

J.D. B. F. MACKENZIE,

advantages are claimed for MacKenzie's v

Chatham N. B., Sept, 24, 1895,




