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General Business, 

CARD. 

R. A LAWLOR, 
BARRISTER-AT-LAW 

Solicitor Conveyancer Notary Public Ete 
CHATHAM, IN. B. 

TWEEDIE & MITCHELL, 
ATTORNEYS. NOTARIES. CONVEYAiCERS. 

OFFICES: Chathaiu and Newcastle, 

WON. L. J- TWEEDIE, Q.C.  C. R MITCHELL, B.C. L. 
Chatham, N, B, Newcastle, N. B, 

Ww ANTED, Good active agents in unrepresented 
districts to sell on commission the leading 

Farm \ Carts, Ha , Blei fm l,i 
Reply stating full particulars to 

P, 8, MACNUTT & CO. 
: St. John N, B, 

Pulp Wood Wanted 
Advertiser is open for good spruce lumber for 

for delivery during eet three months; 
owest price to ‘“Magunesia” care of Editor Chatham 
ADVANCE. 

LOOK OUT ! 
The Blsek Brook Grist Mill will commence to 

grind about 220d Nov, Bring the Breadstuff along, 

RUSSELL, McDOUGALL & CO. 

| : GO TO 

PORTLAND, BOSTON, ETC. 
VIA THB 

Canada Eastern Railway 
and Fredericton, 

Pullman Sleeper runs through 
from Frederic'on Juncton to 
Boston. 

Lime For Sale 

Apply to 

THE MARITIME SULPHITE FIBRE CO. LTD. 

Teacher V Wanted. 
A first or second class female teacher is wanted 

for District No 1} Napan, 
salary to statin 

Apply 5 A. G. DICKSON, 
; Seer: 

Napan, Nov, 30, 1897. 

We Have Secured the Use 
Of the system of business o used in Pack. 
ard’s Business College, New York, 8, S. Packard is 
unquestionably the ablest business college man mn 
America, and is an acknowledged authority on 
educational and business subjects. His system is 
the latest and best, and is entirely free from the 
‘absurdities of other systems now in use, We have 
been using this system for several weeks, and 
teachers and students are delighted with it, 

the time Now is 
to enter, 
Business and Shorthand 
ane eg to any ad- 

"S KERR & SOM. 
. 3 

C. 4 
SHECR & SON EE 

Janitors Wanted 
For Brick School and building adjoining, salary 

uot to exceed one hundred and twenty dollars, 
Also fur West End School, sslary not to exceed 

Appliation zoe iting. “will ns in wi will be received up to Deo. 4, 97. 2 
For particulars apply to 

G. STOTHART, 
Sec. to Trustees, 

Chasham, Nov, 17, '97 

CITATION. 
NEW BRUNSWICK, 

COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND, SS, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Northumberland or 
any Constable within the said County, Greeting: 
Whereas Warren C. Winslow, oue of the Executors 

of the last will and testament of George A, Blair, 
Iste of Chatham in the said County, deceased, hath 
filed an account of the Administration of the 
estate and hath prayed that ths same may be ng om 
and uliowed, you are therefore required to cite the 
said heus auc next of kin of said George A, Blair, 

the creditors, and all others interes:ed in 
his said estate to appear before me ata Court of 
Probate to be held at my office at Newcastle, within 
and for the said County on Tuesday, the eleventh 
oay of re next, at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
ooon to attend the passing and allowing of the said 
account of admin.stration, 
Given under my hand and the seal of the said 

Court, this niueteenth day of Nevember, 1897, 
(Sgd) SAM. THOMSON, 

(L. 8.) Judge of Probates, Northumberland, 
(Sgd) G. B. FRASER, 

Registrar of Probates 
for said County. 

INTERNATIONAL S. S. CO. 
TWO TRIPS A WEEK 

BOSTON. 
OM M EN CING Nov. 
16th the Steamers of 

this Company will leave 
St. Juhn for Eastport, 
Lubec, Portland and Bos- 
ton every Monday and 
Thursday morning, at 8 
o'clock, (standard.) Re- 
turning 
same days, 

Through Tickets on 
sale at all Railway Sta. 

tions, and Baggage Checked through. 
ear arriving in St. John in the even- 

ing can go direct to the Steamer and take Cabin 
Berth or Stateroom for the trip. 
For rates and information apply to nearest Ticket 

Agent, C. E. LAE CHLER, Agent. 

St. John, N. B, 

St. Jou Weekwy Su. 
4.992 Columns a Year. 

16 Pages Every Week. 

One Dollar a Year 
The best Weekly for cid and youug 
fo the Maritime Provinces, 

RELIABLE MARKET REPORTS, 
FULL SBIPPING NEWS, 
TALMAGE’S SERMON, 
STORIES OF EMINENT AUTHORS, 
THE TURF, THE FIELD AND THE FARM 

Despatches snd Co 
From all parts of the 

leave Boston 

yondence 
orld. 

SEND FOR A SAMPLE COPY--FREE. 
$81.00 from a Now Subscriber NOW will 
pay for Weekly Sun till 31st December, 
1898. 

Call an see our Type setting Machines in operation, 
The greatest invention of the age 

ST. Jon Day SUN. 
IS A NEWSPAPER 

FIRST, LAST AND ALL 

THE TIME. 

2 Five Dollars a Year. 
In the Quantity, Variety and Reliabilty of its 

Despatches and Correspondence, it has No Rival, 

U Mergenthaler Ty 
Tar Sux % printed 

MORNING. 
f —_——— 

gstablished in 1878, it has increased in circulation 
and popularity each year, 
Advertising Rates furnished on application. 

CENTS 
PER €OPY. 

casting Machines, 
rom NEW TYPE EVERY 

Avooress. SUN PRINTING COMPANY, Ltd, 
: ST. JOAN, N, B. 
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ivamichi Advance, 

—— 

DECEMBER 9, 1897 
—— 

An Auspicious Visit. 

The visit to Chatham on Tuesday ot 

Hon. Andrew G. Blair, Minister of 

Railways and Canals, was a very aus- 

picious avent in more ways than one. 

It is understood that one of the objects 

of the Minister's coming was to confer 
with a number of gentlemen having 
prominent official connection with some 

of the Liberal organizations of the 
County. We learn that he met Messrs. 
Wm. Kerr, president, and Robert 

Murray, secretary of the County As- 

sociation and Hon. J, P. Burchill, 

W. 8. Toggie and P. Hennessy, the 

three ge: tlemen chosen a year or more 
ago to advi:c the government at Ottawa 

in reference tv party matters and in- 

terests in the County. Their conference 

took place in Mr. Murray’s law office 
and lasted about two hours, and it is 

said that harmony and a fair under- 

standing over matters which’ have here- 
tofore caused no little friction and 
dissatisfaction within the fold was the 

result. 
We believe that one or two organi- 

zations representing Hon. Mr. Mit- 
chell’s supporters were not afforded 

opportunity to present their views, but 

the great body of the electorate, who 
take only a passing iaterest in these 

local political pastimes will, no doubt, 

be glad to believe that the asperities 
which have divided the party as a 

whole have been softened and that its 
best elements will hereafter be more 

united and cause the leaders less worry 
—that “Ephriam shall snot envy Judah 

and Judah shall not vex Ephriam.” 
A significent feature ot Mr. Blair's 

visit was the general and kindly regard 

that was manifested for him by all 

classes of the people. It was not easy 

to distingnish Liberals from Conserva- 

tives amongst the many who welcomed 

him during the day. A few of both 

parties, who were always peculiar and 
different from the great wajority of 

Miramichi people, seemed to be a little 

formal and embarrassed in their first 

approaches to him, but the rest, regard- 
less of Dominion party considerations, 
recoguised in him their oll leader and 

forgot everything else in the warmth 
of their greetings. It is evident that 

Dominion party ties are not strong 
enough in Northumberland to interfere 

with its people’s attachment to Hon. 
A. G. Blair. 

Those who conferred with him in re- 

gard to matters of public interest, such 
as the proposed Burnt Church wharf, 
the dredging of the Miramichi bar, a 

line of steamers to Prince Edward 
I:land, the improvement of the Domin- 
ion wharf and surroundings of the 
public building, etc., were courteously 

received and assured that his influence 
would be exercised in securing all possi- 

ble attention to their requests. 

The most important feature of the 

Minister’s visit was the bringing out of 

the fact that Chatham, after mature 

deliberation, realises how its own inter- 

ests and those of the country at large 
may be best promoted should there be 

a change in the ownership of the Cana- 
da Eastern Railway. The sentiments 

of our people in regard to that subject 

ave intelligently voiced in the admir- 
able address presented to the Minister 

by the Chatham: Town Council, and we 
are glad to know that they were also 
practically endorsed by the Council of 
the Board of Trade. We believe -that 
had time admitted of the Board itselt 
being called together, it would, in its 
own behalf, have given formal expres- 
sion to its desire that the Canada East- 
ern Railway should not pass into the 
hands of any private corporation,but be- 

come a part of Canada’s national railway 
system. The Minister's logical presen- 
tation of the reasons why this view 

should prevail will be read with great 
interest, and his position in the matter 
cannot but Le regarded ss further 
establishing and entrenching him in the 
confidence and regard of our people. 

Be Calm! 

The ADVANCE is plessad to ohserve that 
the Monc:on Transcript 's returning to a 
more rational condition ot wind in refer- 
ence to the Liberal paity and the manage- 
ment of the Intercolonial Railway. The 
l.ttle paper has apparently discovered that 
the Dominion Minister, to whom the 
management of that impertant public 
work is entrusted, and who carries out 
the policy of the government in a'l he 
does in regard to it, could not be guided 
also by the editor of the Transcript, 
however strongly convinced that gentle- 
man might be that he knows more about 
running a national railway than all others 
combined, whether they be in 
Moncton, Montreal cr Ottawa. He, 
doubtless, has consoled himself with the 
thought that he has dome his auty in 
telling the Minister just what he should 
do, and if that gentleman will persist in 
doing sometkir ¢ else, it will not be the 
Transcript’s fault if everything goes to 
the dogs. 

But our friend of the Transcript, like 

all other persons who are not crazy enough 

to be sent to the lunatic asylum, yet 
whose idiosyncrasies cannot be suppressed, 
must have some vent for the working of 

his effervescent mind, so while he now 

merely babbles pleasantly over Inter- 

colonial aftaire, which were the subject of 
his ravings a week or more ago, he makes 
the innocent and uncoffending Apvance 

and its editor the objects of his shrieking 

antipathy. Well! after a storm there is 

generally a calm, and it would be unchari- 

table for us to say a word which might 
further contribute to the excitement of a 
mind which, although it was never strong, 
may by considerate and charitable treat- 
ment, be improved and perhaps in the 
end become well-balanced. We, there- 
fora, beg of him that he will kindly per- 
mit us to forgive him for swearing at us 
in French, and for each and sundry the 
other naughty things he has said about 
THE ADVANCE. 

Town Council—Police Matters. 

The report of the Town council pro- 
ceedings on the first page of this week’s 

paper includes the much-talked-of instruc- 

tions given tothe policemen. It is a 
matter of regret that there is a class of 

MIRAMICH]I ADVANCE, CHATHAM. NEW BRUN 
people in the community who seem to 
think that they are doing something u-e- 
ful or creditable in misiepresenting the 
action of the Aldermen composing the 
police committee,and thereby prejudicing 
the public mind against them. The 
crusade they are carrying on indicates 
that there is much need of christian 
charity and greater recognition of the 
Golden Rule in the hearts of even onr 

| “*moral reformers.” 
—— ee 

Visit of tho Hon. Minister of Railways. 

don. Andrew G. Blair, Minister of 

Railways, visited Chatham on Tuesday 

and received a most cordial welcome by 

citizens of ail parties. He came in one of 

the cfficiul cars of the Intercolonial, which 

was attached to the regular express from 

Moncton on Monday nigh', and while here 
was the guest of Hon. Senator Snowball. 
The Town Council at its meeting on 

Monday night was informed by Mayor 
Winslow of the Minister's intended visit, 
and, after the regular monthly sitting had 
adjourned met as a committee of the 
whole and adopted a non-political address 
of welcome, and arranged to present it at 

ten o'clock next morning. Notwithstand- 

ing that there was, therefore, no oppor- 

tunity for citizens generally to know that 

tne function was to take place, there was 

quite a large gathering of representative 

and leading people of all classes in the 

Temperance hall—including a proportion 

of ladies—when Hon. Mr. Blair drove 

up and the number was largely augmen- 

ted as others about town heard of what 

was to take place. After the usual greet- 

ings with vld friends and the presentation 

of many new ones, Mayor Winslow read 

and presented the following address : — 

To Tine HONORABLE ANDREW G. BLAIR, MINISTER OF 
RAILWAYS AND CANALS FOR T.E DOMINION OF 
CANADA, 

SiR :—The Mayor and Town Council of the Town 
of Chatham, on behalf of its citizens, bez to extend 
to you a cordial welzome as the representative of 
the Province of New Brunswick in ihe Dominion 
ministry. 
Without desiring, in any way, that our we!come 

should be viewed in a party sense, we are glad to 
have the opportunity of expressing our admiration 
of your qualities as a political leader ani statesman 
as well as of your ability as a director not only of 
public affairs generally, but also in matters of detais 
which are inseparable from departmental adminis- 
tration. 
During your leadership of the local governmeut 

you were loyally supported in the northern portion 
of the province by representative wen and members 
of both Dominion parties, and it therefore seems all 
the more fitting that we shou!d approach you on this 
occasion with the cordiality and coulidence which 
are suggested by those old associations, : 
We leit, when you were called by the premier of 

Canada from the leadership of the provincial gov- 
ernment to the position 0: Minister of Railways and 
Canaig, thatit was a just recognition of your pre- 
en.inence amongst the leading public mea of the 
Dominion and a guarantee that the interests of 
New Bruuswick in particular would be saleguarded 
During the time you have been Mister of wail- 

ways ana Canals we have opbserved with satisfaction 
that your efforts have been directed towards the ex- 
tension and improvement of tne Canal and Railway 
systems, which are such 1mportant factors in the 
development of the trade and commerce of Canada, 
and that you have done great service to the country 
through government aid, as well as the encourage- 
ment of local enterprise, in securing for the two 
principal ports of the Maritime provinces a just 
recognition of their claims as termini of Canada’s 
trans-Atlantic traffic, in prefereace to those outside 
of our own country, 
We desire, in every way to strengthen your haads 

in the extension of une Government Kail way system, 
and we vetieve that in proportion as business and 
commercial principles are applied in its affairs, to 
the divorcement therefrom of political considera- 
tion, the country will be benefitted, 
We have noted, with ever-increasing interest, dis- 

cussions and statemen®s iu the press and elsewhere 
respectiug the provability of the Canada Eastern 
Railway Compauy being desirous ot disposiug or 
their road, which conuects Chatham and other 
important centres of t:ade and wanufacture on the 
Miramichi river with the city of Fredericton in the 
centre of the province on the St, John river. ‘That 
Raiiway is the distributor of the lumbering supplies 
on the extensive river systems with which 1t is 
interwoven, Itis also the highway over which the 
larger portion of the greaiv fish traffic between 
northern New Brunswick and points in the United 
States is carried, und itis the connecting luk be- 
tween the northern aud ceutral scctivus of the 
province, terminating in the political cap.tai and 
connectiug with the Canadian Paclic. 

lu the extension of our natlonal railway system, 
in which jour governmeut 1s engaged, we beileve 
that the interests of the Dominion aud particularly 
those of the centre and North Shore of dew 
Brunswick will be promowed, aud the paying 
capabilivies of that system iucreased, should you 
acquire by purchase or otueiwise the Canada 
Eastern Railway, 
There are other matters connected with the 

promotion cf the material inteiests of the Mira- 
wichi, and with our port—wlich is, as you are 
aware secoud ouly to St, Joun in the Proviuce ui 
New Bruuswick—wnich, shouid the length of your 
stay with us permit, we would lik, to conter with 
you upon, in conjuncuon with a committee of the 
Council of the Cnatbam Board ot L'rade, 1 aceor- 
dance with a resolution of that boyy. : 
We, however, for the preseat, ye ely reiterate our 

welcome, assurilg you that 4 jg accompanied Ly 

our best wishes for your continued success in your 
honorable and eminent public career, 

Mr. Blair said: Mr. Mayor and 

gentlemen of the Town Council of 

Chatham, I very nuch appreciate the 

kind address that you have been good 

enough to present to me, and the very 

cordial welcome which you have extended 

on behalf of the citizens of Chatham on 

my visit to your town. The subjects 

which you have touched upon in yous 

address are matters of no ordinary 

interest. They are matters of no ordin- 

ary interest to the country generally ; 

they are speciaily interesting Lo myssif as 

a minister of the crown. I very well 

unde:stand how impossible it would have 

been for you, representing all the citizens 

of the town, irrespective of theic political 

views, and feelings, to have undertaken 

to tender to anyone, no matter how dis- 

tinguished he might be, the congratul- 

ations of the town in any party political 

sense. I quite sze that in such circum- 

stances you are simply desiring to extend 

ia for the 

time being tlling a prominent aud import- 

ant position in the government of the 

country ; aud, at the same time, probatly 

giving effect to those fe:l1 ngs of good 

fellowship and genial hospitability which 
have made the people of Miramichi known 

throughout the #hole province, i: 

over the whole Dominion, («wwplause.) 

No one who has ever had occasion to 

visit this portion of the country has fail- 

ed to carry away with him the warmest 

rememberances of the unque-tionable and 

illimitable hospitality of the people of 

this section of New Brunswick. It is 

proverbial, and therefore I know that, 

apait entirely from any political consider 

ations, you are always ready to extend a 

cordial greeting to everyone who may 
visit you. 

This compliment, Mr. Mayor, is qu.te 

unexpected on my part, and so far a3 any 

merits of my own are concerned, I feel 

that it is entirely undeserved. 1 am not 

at all unmindful of the fact, however, that 

while I have been called upon to 6ll a 

prominent positon in the Government of 
the country, and that, in times past, I 

have occupied a somewhat conspicunons 

place in our provincial pol ties, I have 
accomplished nothing in my public career 

which would merit the kind and compli- 
mentary terms in which you have refeced 

to me in this address. I have simply, 

during that period, endeivored to do my 

duty in the public capacities in which 1 

have been placed ; and claiming to have 

done that to the pect of my ability is the 

strongest reason I can urge upon the 

consideration of the people of the country. 
I am not at all unmiudful of the fact that 
during almcst my entire career as leader 

of the government of New Brunswick I 

enjoyed the 

LOYAL AND HEARTY SUPPORT OF THE 

PEOPLE OF NORTHUMBERLAND, 

and I am willing to do them the justice 
that belongs to them, when I say that 

they accorded that support because they 
felt we were endeavoring to do the best 
we could in the responsible position in 
which we were placed (applause.) I can- 
not, therefore, fail to have the warmest 
aud kindliest feelings towards the people 
of this section of the province, and I 
trust that it may be my good foatune to 
so discharge the duties which attach to 
my position as to give evidence to the 

a welcome t) me as one who 

nov 

citizens of this town and county, that I 

have not forgotten the claims which they 
have upon my friendly consideration. 
(Applause.) 

You have, in your address, mentioned 

that 1 have been called upon by the 
Pramier, and leader of the liberal party, 
since retiring from the leadership of the 
Provincial Government, to accept a place 
of great responsibility in the Government 
of the Dominion. [I think it would be 

almost impossible for one to overestimate 

THE IMPORTANCE AND THE LARGENESS OF 

THE TRUSTS AND DUTIES 

which attach to the position I have the 

honor to occupy. As you very correctly 

rem-rk, it is connected with one of the 

most important subjects with which the 

Government has to desl, and with one 

branch of the daties which attach to that 

Department your 1uterests are very close- 

ly identified; inasmuch as the great Goy- 

ernment Railway system of the country 
passes by your door. In the manner in 
which that branch of my departmental 

duties are discharged you have a very 
profound inte: est. 

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS, 

It is important to you that that railwa, 

shall be managed in the general interests 
of the country (applause.) It 18 important 
to you that that railway shall be managed 
80 as not to conflict with your local inter- 
ests. It is unportant, that in the adwin- 
istration of the Department a single eye 
shall be had to the public, and at the 
same time to tha local interests which are 
connected with the Government railway 
system. : 

POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, 
Now, I'am very well aware that there 1s 
a widespread aud general feeling that the 
Intercolonial has not been heretofore 

absolutely and entirely divorced from 
political considerations : that to some 
extent | an: not now going to indicate, it 
has been conducted so as to administer it 
10 this way or that as should best promote 
the advantage of the predominant politi- 
cal party. Whether that has been done 
to a great or only to a limited extent I 
am not prepared to say; but there is an 

impression abroad that this has to some 

extent been the case. In my view, I am 
free to say, that itis a very large under- 
taking to attempt to divorce the adminis- 

tration of the department wholly from the 

politics of the country ; but to the extent 
to which the Minister having it in his 

charge is ahle to effect the severance of 
the two, and to conduct the Government 

Railway upon business principles, to that 
ex'ent will the efforts of the administra- 
tion be to the advantage of the country. 
(Applause) I have been in the Depart- 
ment sufliciently long to realize that it 
requires all the ctiength and all the 
determination that any Minister is 
capable of exercising, to even, in a mod- 
erate degree, withstand the pressure 
which is brought to bear upon him from 
all quarters, and in all ways, to influence 
the administration of the service. I 
would not say that the people who come 
forward with this claim and that, urging 
this policy or that, are doing it to injure 
the service, or that they have political 
considerations wholly in mind ; but I say, 
that the men who are thus seeking to 
influence the raiiway service, having their 
individual and personal interests to serve, 
are not at all times mindful of the general 
interest. Selfish as all men are, and de- 
siring to do that which will benefit them, 
it is not unnatural that they should bring 
fluences to bear, through themselves 
and their representatives in parliament 
upon the Minister to promote their own 
and their local interests. It is, therefore, 

NOT A TRIFLING UNDERTAKING 
to att=mpt the divorcement of political 
from busin:ss consilerations in that 
connection. You have suggested in this 
address, however, that I have undertaken 
that task. Jam free to confess that | 
am hoping to succeed in it to some ex- 
tent ; but if I am to succeed to any appre- 
ciable degree, I must be supported on ail 
sides by the men who regard, from patrio- 
tic consideratious, the question of the 
administration of this great railway from 
the broader, and more geueral point of 
view. (Applause) [ will have to appeal 
to people on all hands to submit to the 
judgment of the men who are adminis- 
trating it, looking at it, as they 
must, from the broad standpoint, 
and to subdue their own individual claims 
and interests, if the Mimster at the head 
of the department is to realise his hopes 
in this regard. (Applause.) 

THE CANADA EASTERN RAILWAY. 
In this address you have referred to 

another subject which has engaged, to a 
considerable degree, my own attention, 
and which has received more or less 
notice in the public press. It is a sub 
ject connected with the railway question 
and one in which you here, in the town 
of Chatham, are more deeply interested 
than any other locality in the province. 
I notice that after mature consideration 
you have come to the view that it will be 
in the interest of the people of Chatham, 
and at the same time in the general in- 
terests of the country, as well as the 
interest of the great Intercolonial system, 
that the Canada Eastern Railway should 
not be permitted to pass into the hands 
of a private corporation, or one compet- 
ing with the Intercolonial; but that the 
government might see its way clear to 
effect the purchase of this railway, and to 
annex it as as a part of the Intercolonial 
Railway. (Applause.) Iam free to say, 
Mr. Mayor, that when a subject of that 
kind might be first mooted, there would 
be a disposition right off, 
WITHOUT MATURE AND CAREFUL CON- 

SIDERATION 

of the question in all its bearings, to 
think that it would be in the general in- 
terests of the trade of this town and 
locality that the Canada Eastern should 
pass into the hands of a great corporation 
rather than become the property of the 
Government. I can very well under- 
stand that such a view might, for a time, 
obtain ; but I can also see that the more 
the question was considered, the more the 
operation and effect of the ownership of 
that Railway, by we will say the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Co. was analysed, the 
more apparent it would become that it 
was not in the interests of the Miramichi 
that this railway should become their 
property, but that it should be the prop- 
erty of the people of this country.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

You, who have watched the manage- 
ment of the Intercolonial in times past, 
re.lise fully that there is no section of it 
as to which it could be said that the ex- 
isting rates are excessive. 
THAT COMPLAINT HAS NOT BEEN MADE, 

and the fact that the rates imposed are 
moderate and reasonabls, has led to the 
impression in the western part of Canada, 
that the Intercolonial has been run at 
losing figures because of the lowness of 
the rates in relation to the service ren. 
dered. The impression in all parts of 
Canada, except 1t may be the portion 
through which the Iatercolonial runs, is 
that the rates could with advantage to the 

country, and without disadvantage to the 

people living along the line, be very mate- 

rially increased. I assure you that from 

personal knowledge I know this to be the 

case. Now, I would like the business 
men who are here present, if they could, 

to name to me another railway in Cana- 

da of which the same thing can truthfu'ly 

be said. It is impossible. Go to any 
part of this country, and what will yon 

gnd ! You find a deep-seated 

COMPLAINT AGAINST THE RAILWAY RATES, 

especially where the country is only 

served by one line. Wherever there is a 

line of railway without competition, that 

company puts its rates up to the maxi- 

mum figures allowed by liw. You know 

there is a maximum rate which the Gov- 

ernor-in-Council, or the Railway Commit- 
tee of the Privy Council have the right to 
fix, aud that maximum rate cannot te 

altered 80 as to snit each secton of the 

countiy. You have to have a general 

maximum rate, which is regulated by 

what would ba the reasonable demands ot 
that section of the country whose 1aies 
must needs be highest by reason oi exist- 

ing conditions. Railways thus have the 
power to adopt these maximum rates, 
ani I say that all over Canada com- 
plaints are being made with regard to al 
the railways, exceptit may be in those 
particular sections which are enjoying 
the advantages of competition, I am no: 
saying this in any eense reflecting upow 
the railway companies. 

THE RAILWAY COMPANIES 
are made up of mea with hke inclinations 
and impulses with ourselves, We are 
naturally very much given to taking ad- 
vantage of the position we are in. If the 
Canada Eastern were to become cornected 
with a great corporation, and if it were 
80 controlled as not to afford reasonable 

competition from any other railway, the 

consequence would be, that the people 

who are doing business along its route 
would be certain to be called upon to pay 
at least as high rates as the company fel: 
they could exact under the circnmstances. 
Now, it has always appeared to me, in 

connection with this question of the Canada 
Eastern Railway, 

IMPORTANT NOT ONLY TO THE BUSINESS PEOPLE 
OF THE MIRAMICHI, BUT TO THE 

INTERCOLONIAL, 
that the Goveroment should acquire this 
property if it should come to be sold. No 
doubt a good deal of the discussion that has 
taken place on this subject has arisen from 
the ramor that there was a likelihood of the 
owners of the Canada Eastern, at some 
future day, being determined to dispose of 
their property ; and when it comes to the 
purchasing of that property, there are only 
two competitors in the fieli—the C. P. R. 
and the Government. It does appear 
to me, without desiring to reflect in the 
slighest degree on the management of the 
C. P. R. that there would be but ounce that 
the people of the Miramichi would regret it, 
and that would be for all time, if the trans- 
fer should be made to that Company 
(applause.) 

If you will permit me, I might mention 
a fact that has come under my observation 
since I have been administering the office I 
now hold. 1% is to my mind 

A COGENT AND MOST IMPORTANT FACT, 
and touches this very question of the ac- 
quisition of the Canada Eastern. I am 
safc in saying, that a very large percentage 
of the applications which are made to the 
Government of Canada for assistance to 
Railways, are founded chiefly upon the 
claim that the people who are asking for the 
subsidies are greatly in need of Railway com- 
petition, This is perhaps not so true in this 
section of the country, where the conditions 
are not identical ; bat in westera Caunada a 
large propor: ion of the people who are call- 
ing upon the Government to give them 
Railway aid, are basing their cliims upon 
the fact that having but one Railway into 
their town they are vi:tually in the hands of 
that Company. They are subject to such 
rates as that Company may impose, and 
they are crying out for competition in order 
that they may set cue railway against the 
other and ensure to themselves the advan- 
tages which accrue from that competition 
(applause.) That is avery signiticent fact,and 
let me tell you that if there are any of you 
who are of the opinion that you would 
secure competition if the Canadian 
Pacific came into Chatham and owned 
the Canada Eastern, because they would 
have the Iatercolonial passing within 8 or 
10 miles of you, it is a delusion of the most 
extreme kind, as you would soon find out if 
tha question passed beyond a remedial stage. 
Now, I am free to coonfess to you that, 
upon a somewhat careful stady of this 
whole question of the acquisition of this 
railway, I feel, as one deeply interested in 
the Intercolonial and in my own province, 
that it is a soani policy that the 
CANADA EASTERN SHOULD NOT B® SUFFERED 

To PASS INTO TWE HANDS OF ANY PRI- 

VATE CORPORATION 

(applause). 1 can ground my convictions 

in this regard upon eousiderations which 

d rectly and intimately touch 

welfare of our Intercolonial 

the very 

as such, We 

wil do the busicess for you as advanta- 

geously as it can be done by any other. 

We will assuredly doit for you at rates 

which no one w:ll say are unreasonable. As a 

govervment railway we cannot change 

rates just to meet the momsantiry coudi- 

tions which exist. We canuut put up our 

rates to block compsatition, and we cannot 

lower them to invite it. We go along in 
an even, steady course, and are obliged to 

administer the road in the way that we 
believe to be in the best intarests of the 

country; and I am satistied in my owu 

mind, that it would be undesirable for the 
Government, having its great railway 

1,300 miles in extent, to allow so important 
a feeder and connection as this to pass into 
other hands. Tam glid, Mr. M.yor, for 
these reasons, to have the well considered 

approval of the people and of the Board of 
Trade of this town supporting me in the 

policy which I do not hesitate to view aa 
the best policy that can be pursued in 
your interests and in the general interests 

of the whole country (applause) 

THE GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT MUST BE 
CONVINCED. 

I am not going to give you any assurance 

upon the sabject fuither than I have gone, 

[I am not now io a position to say that this 

policy wll commend itself either to my 

¢ lieagues in the Goverament or to Par- 
liament. 1 must first form my own judg: 

met upon it, and th°n convince my col- 
leagues, who in turn must cariy the judg. 
ment of Parliament. Therefore, it may be 

that the views which I entertain upon 

this subject may wuwol be approved. 

Iam only one of the many, and eve y 

member of the government and of parlii- 
ment has a right to his jadgment as well as 

I. If thearguwent that I present to them 

fails to convince them, and they are im- 

pressed with the idea that there ought not 

to be another dollar of public money spent 

on our government railways, but that we 

ought almost to give away what we have 
got and get out of the business, then the 

Canada Eastern will pass into the hands of 

some corporation, and you will have to sub- 

mit to the consequences, whatever those 

consequences may be. 

NO SECTIONAL VIEWS, 

Mr. Blair, in continuing, said that he 
could not appropriate to himself the highly 
complimeatary terms in which the address 

had alluded to himself. He had no claims 

to statesmanship, nor to marvellous capa- 

bilities as a political leader. He simply 
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claimed to have fulfilled the trusts reposed 

in him to the best of his jadgment. If he 

knew himself, he could fairly claim that he 

was not guided by local considerations or 

prejudices in the discharge of his public 

duties. He tried to take an impartial view 

of all questions, they directly 

affected British Columbia or his own native 

province : but, at the same time, he was ro 

unmindful of the fact that he was in the 

Government of Canada as the representative, 

in a particular sense, of the people of New 

Bronewick. (Applause.) He hoped that it 
might not be said of him that he had at any 
time forgotten that trust, 

A BRIGHT OUTLOOK. 

Turning again to the address, the Minis- 

ter referred to the large questions which 

pressed for consideration av the hands o! 
the Government. There was a feeling 

abroad that the time was approaching—it 

was even now at hand --when the country 

at large was 1akiog on a greater measure of 

prosperi'y—when its resources and possibil 
ilies were becoming better known. He 

thought that today there was more hope in 

tie future of Canada than had been feit a 
any other time, 

whether 

He did not say this hav 

wg reference to the political aspece of the 
matter. He said it eutirely irre-pective of 

what this Government nught have dove or 

what 1ts predecessors might have done. 

rie did feel that whatever had 

there was a 

happen -u, 

sence of confideacs in the 

future of Cavada existing 1mm a greater 

degree than such feeling had existed 

before (ipplause). It was probable that 

this feeling was in large measure 

due to the great muneral discoveries 

which had been made in the western prov- 

inces, and he pictured in well-chosea sen- 

tences the stimul«tion which these discov- 

eries would probably give to the business 

and general interests of the whole country. 

Those conditions would carry with them 

greater responsibilities upon the Goveran- 

ernment, and he bespoke for i: the fais 

consideration of all men for the policy which 

might be pursued. In conclusion, he again 

expressed his deep gratitude to the people 
of Chatham for their sentiiaents of esteem 

and good-will, and on resuming his seat was 

warmly applauded. 

After exchanging greetings with a few 

additional friends who had arrived while the 

address was being presented and his reply 

delivered, Mr. Blair left the hall and ac- 

companied by Messre. Wm. Kerr, Hon. J. 

P. Burchill, W. S. Loggie, P. Hennessy 

and Robert Murray, who represented the 

County aud Parish Liberal Associations, 
proceeded to the office of the last named 

gentleman, where it was understood that a 

conference was had in reference to matters 

of local patronage, etc. The conference 

lasted about two hours. 

In the afternoon the Hon. Minister met 
quite a large number of gentlemen repre- 

seuting various interests, in the Cypress 

Club’s parlor. 
An impromptu dinner was given in the 

evening by Senator Snowball, at Weliington 
Villa, in Mr, Blait’s honor and he left shout 

10 o'clock in his private car which was at- 

tached to the Norcth-bound express. 
——— a — 

Premier Emmerson Banqueted. 

Friday's Telegraph says :—The dinner 
given to Premier Emmerson last evening at 

the Royal hotel was one of the most 

magniticent demonstrations ever ac-orded 

to a public man in this provicece, The list 

of names of those ia attendance shows how 

largely the friends of the government were 

represented, and how loyally they came 

forward to testify their appreciation of the 

merits of the premier, who had already 

made himself so popular as a member of 

the government of Mr. Blair and Mr, 
Mitchell. 

The toast of the guest of the evening was 

received with great enthusiasm,the cheering 

lasting for some micutes. The premier 

responded as follows: — 

MR. CHAIRMAN AND FRIENDS : - 

Your very enthusiastic reception, while 

extremely gratifying, is in some measure 

embarrassing. 1 could not but be impressed 

with the character of your greeting, yet I 

honestly fear that you are all too flattering. 
In so expressing myself I do not mean in 

any sense to undervalue the kindly sent: 

ments and generous motives which prompt 

your utterances, Mr, Chairman, or the 

applause which endorses them—for all of 

which I desire to tender my most profound, 

sincere and hearty thanks. 

you, Sir, that in thus expressing my 

gratitude [ am not forgetting to merstally 

discriminate as to the proportion of your 

plaudits whica is intended for my col eagues 

in the goverameot which I have the honor 

to represent in the office which I ho!d, and 

the proportion which you would wish me to 

reserve for the individual. I venture to 

cherish the hope, however, that you would 

generously ascribe to the 

be 

even though his 

the thought 

tuat at present he has not so proved himseif, 

In honoring the po-ition, as you do by your 
presence here to-uight, I shali be happy if 

you can at the same time say of me, — 

“When honor came to hrm he was ready to 

take it, but he reached rot to scize before it 
was near.” I gratefully accept your tribute, 
so far as it can fairly be claimed to be 
personal to myself, aad a's» so far as it 
relates to the government, bat on occasions 

hke this I am always reminded of Bolivar, 

the Washington of the State of Colombo, 

who once declined the honor of an equestriun 

statue decreed by his native city, saying, 
“Wait till after my death, that you may 
judge me without prejudice and accord to 

me such honors as you m.y deem suitable, 

bat never rear monuments to a man as long 

as he is alive. He can change; he can 

betray.” You will never have this reproach 
to make to me—but wait a litle longer. 

My prayer is that the future may not prove 
your kindness to have been prematurely 

bestowed. (Applause.) There is for me 

but oue regret connected with the honor 

which you confer, and I am sure that it is 

universally shared in. I refer to the painful 
circamstances which necessitated any change 

in the leader-hip of the New Brunswick 

government. Ic is bat a faint and feeble 

tribute on my part to say that the mention o. 

the name of Hon, James Mitchell is sufficient 

to awaken in the minds of all in my hearing 

thoughts of the honor, integrity, ability and 

manly bearing which characterized at all 

As 

for all of whom I venture 

to speak, cur highest, onr best praise, is our 

deep conviction of his merits, our affect on- 

Let me assure 

individual an 
overpowering desire to 

would have him to be, 

Inner consciousness constrains 

all that you 

times his administration of high office. 

for his collesgues, 

ate gratitu ie for his labors and his services 

as our leider. I would have him koow 

that, though, of necessity, engrossed with 

the present, we do not forget the pst acd 
there 10% a heart 18 here which does not 

fervently pray thi. heaven may yet restor. 

him to his old time streagtn and vigor, 

(Appl use.) My surroundings—and [ h)pe 

a just appreciation of what it all mesns— 
illuminates to some extent the path before 
me, and also recalls vividly the way that 

has been trod in the past by he distinguish- 

ed men who have so successfully and 
faithfully filled the position which I am 

called upon to attempt. Isitany wonder 
that I should falter on the entrance to the 

path which they with honor passed, and be 

impressed with the responsibility and duty 

imposed by even the attempt to follow in 
their footsteps ? 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE. 

I may be expected on an occasion such 
as thi: t» give some indication of the im- 

pressions on my mind at least of the char- 

acter o1 the journeyings which it will be 
necessary for ns to make—the courses to be 
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pursued in navigating the waters of the 

future, and the shcals aad headlands 

against which we must necessarily guard, 

if we would hope to anchor safely by 

and bye in the haven of success. I 
venture to do so with not a little trepida- 
tion. I am deeply impressed with my 

present sarroundings, aud fully conscious 

that I speak in the metropolis of our pro- 

vince —the commercial emporium of New 

Brunswick—the winter port of Cauada, 

(Applause.) 
And yet there is no thought arising as to 

any necessity, on the ground of political 

expediency, or for other cause, of my utter- 

ances beinz veiled. Of a trath there has 

been much said in the past as to a fancied 
antagonism between our metropolitian city 

and the counties surrounding and apast 

from it. I have no sympathy with any 
such suggestion, but, on the coutrary, hold 

to the view that the interests of the one are 

identical with the interests of the other, 

and that theses interests are so iuterchange- 

ably dove-tailed that it is difficals to dis- 
criminate as to where the one ends and the 

other begins. (Applause). It may be tha 

the suggestion of avtagonism was a mere 

off-shoot of a political comet that sailed 

through the political ether surrounding this 

city about the year 1590, the nebu'@ of 
which destroyed the victims which stood 

in 1ts way and resulted in the represent .- 

tiou of this city being changed from that of 

support to one of opposition 10 the govern- 

ment of which I subsequently became a 

member—a change resulting not because of 

an interval dissension which for the 

UNTOWARD CIRCUMSTANCE 

once prevailed over all other consider- 
ations. I bave been constrained to refer to 

this incident of your past political history 

in explanation of the calm assurance and 

courage with which I shall hope to discuss 

the many questions which of necessity will 

be reviewed tonight. Notwithstanding that 
the shade of that representation has not 

since, by reason of what we call “untoward 

circumstance” been changed, I somehow 

have a feeling that the heart and judge- 
ment of this great constituency throbs and 

accords ia harmony with the sentiments 

regarding the present government pre- 

varling throughout, I venture to assert, 

almost every constituency in our fair 

provioze. (Applause.) I have no thought, 

sir, that by a loud and empty vaunt of an 

ticipated victory any laurels are to be won 
here, but when 1 look around these tables 

aud see representatives of the best thought 

and genius of your constituency—-when I 

behcld an assemblage such as this—I am 

forced Lo the conclusion that soberness and 

judgment will have sway, and thav the day 

of small things will have pass:l away for- 

ever, let us hope. 1 make no reflection on 

the past, nor are my references in any way 

personal or individual, but simply voice 

the desire that so far as the future is conm- 

cerned our government may have the good 

fortune to be judged upon its merits in its 
dealings with not only St. John bat the 

province at large. (Applause.) 

ON FEDERAL ISSUES. 

We are all interested in the conditions of 
the past, so far as they relate to the pre- 
sent. Since the year 1867 the governments 
of this province, with the exception of a 
very brief period, have been composite in 
their character as respects the two great 
political parties of the dominion, and it so 
remains at this date. 1 ncte by reports of 

the public prints thit there is a dispo- 

sition on the part of of the 

younger elements of the Conservative 
party, with which I have never bzen allied, 
to have local governments supported or 

opposed, as the case may be, on federal 

issues, and [ have not been unaware of a 

desire on the part of some of my highly re 

specred fr ends of the Libe al press to force 

some 

loe«l political 18sues on domioion grounds, 

I do not propose to discuss the subjct here. 

My attitude in respect to the question is 

quite well known, but I can s.y to my 

political friends of the dominion arena that 

if my respected young Conservative friends 

forces the i:sue they cannot injure to a very 

great extent their political opponents, a 

there are men in the Conservative as weil 

as in the Liberal ranks, old in the service, 

who, I believe, are uct to be coerced into a 

suppression of their mature convictious, 

(Applause.) I have no right to make any 

suggestions or express any opmions as to 

the effect upon the Conservative party— 
suffice it to say tha: the government is 

coalition, and we have no desire 

under false colors, 

to sail 

THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY. 

I would remind you that the policy of 
the government during the past fifteen 

years has resulted, succinctly stated, in a 

preservation of our forest wealth and the 

the 

vigorous 

conserving of our revenues theretrom; 
promotion of a successful and 

method in aid of the dairying 1n erests of 

the of 

and creame:ries in almost 

the proviuce, and establishmenc 

cneese fact ries 

every distniet; the aboition of -the leg sla- 

lative council, aud the enforcement of re- 

treuchmeut mesures in the several depart- 

ments of the public tervice; in 1mprove- 

ment iu the road and briige service of the 

province and the construction of permanent 
bridges in the interests of the people and 
in the furtherance of a wise economic | 
policy, in progressive legislation and the 
recoguition of the just rights of the whole 
people. All this and much more has been 

accomplished, did time permit me to enu- | 
merate the whole catalogue. 

Last general elections what has been the re- 

sult? The government emerged from the last 
general elections (about two years ago) with a 
majority largely increased in the province 

and with a public credit so established that 
the rate of interest has decreased from thay 

of a six per cent. issue to a three per cent. 

rate, and with its four p-r cents. selliog at a 
large premium —in some instances as high as 
112—and its three and one-half per cents. 
quoted above par, with a strong prospect of 
its three per cents. ranging above par. 
(Applause.) 

And yet there are people who are not sat- 

isfied. There are even some whose song all 

the day long is that our public debt has 

increased year by year, and they, like 

Rachael of old, refuse to be comforted; even 

though in days of yore they could view 

with complacency an average increase by 
the same administration of about $235,000 
between the years 1883 and 1889, while the 
average increase during the past six years to 
the close of the fiscal year, 1897, is less 
than $50,000. The building of railways 
seems to have been a npecessity—or at least 
so thought —and the proviacial railway debt 
was a result, As citizens your bonded in- 
debtedness exceeded that of the province, 
and yet you were not deerred from the 
assamption of au 1ucreased burden in aid 
of your material interests, as you have just 
reason to think, in your harbor improve- 
ments. I shall not pause, however, to dis- 
cuss a subject that is now well nigh thread- 
bare by reason of its frequent repetition, 
forming the staple utterances of those of the 
“heart bowed down” type. The details 
would be wearyiog, and I pass on. (Ap- 
p'ause.) 

IN A NEW DRESS 

So much for the past, but what of the 
present and future under a re-organized ad- 
ministration? Aud here let me refer to a 
matter that perhaps demands some consider- 
ation. It has been charged in some quarters, 
not, I confess, hitherto very friendly to 
recent provincial administrations, that the 
prosent government, which I have the honor 
to lead, is simply the Blair government in a 
new dress, and as such it is not only 
answerable for all the acts of the last two 
preceding administrations, but must be 
taken to be bound by all their policy and 
compel ed to walk in the lines laid down by 
their immediate predecessors in office. Now, 
from this view, I wish at the very outset to 
express an emphatic dissent. Ic is true, I 
believe, that the general policy and mode of 
administering public affairs adopted and 
acted upon by both of the administrations 
referred to, have been in the best interests of 
the province. I had the honor to bea 
member of the government led by the Hon. 
Mr. Blair, and also that of which the Hon. 
Mr. Mitchell was lead=r; and [ am not only 
prepared to defend the policy pursued dar- 
ing both periods, but I am proud to claim a 
share in the credit due those administra- 
tions for the mavner in which they con- 
ducted the affairs of the province. (Ap- 
piause.) 

I do not wish 1t to be understood that I 
desire to pass any, evea the slightest re- 
flection, upon the policy of either the Blair 
government or that of its successor, the 
Mitchell administration, I agree with the 
people of this province, who have time and 
again in the most emphatic manner ex- 
pressed approval of the course pursued by 
the government under the leadership of the 
present minister of railways of Canada. I 
believe that the people of the province have 
felt that, under the able leadership of the 
Hon. Mr. Mitchell, the government con- 
t nued to merit undiminished sapport aud 
contidence; but while I recogaizs a!l this 
1 intend that, so far as my influence shall 
avail, the government which I now am called 
upon to lead shall come to the performance of 
the important trusts and duties confided to it, 
prepared to act on all occasions and upon 
every question as may appear to us to be 
most in furtherance of the public interest, 
and that in the policy we shail pursue and 
the measures we shall adopt we shall be un- 
fetiered and untrammelied by any consider- 
ations other than the determination, so far 
asin us les, to do that and that only, which 
wil best re ve to advance the interests of 
our province and the people, whose agents 
aud servants we are. (Applause.) Man is 
so essentially a political asimal—at least 
that old Greek philosopher Aristotle has so 
tanght us—that now, as at all times, the art 
political is the governing feature of our 
every movement. 

ADVANCEMENT OF COMMON INTERESTS. 

Perhaps this ie essentially true of Canada 
and the Canadians. Tne gov-rnment for 
which I would uv -night sp.ak, while it 
would not absurdly claim to be ideai,would, 
however, profess to work for the accomphsh- 
went of an ideal state, the conditional forces 
of which might be fouud in an examination 
and survey of our pepulation, our territory, 
its resources and conditions, not overlooking 
its situation, character, climate, fertility 
sud extent. How cap these be best utilized 
ind administered for the advancement of our 
common uterests? We have strong faith 
trat the key to our progress is to be tovnd 
m agriculiure, and I say this advisedly al- 
though speaking to a city audience, (Ap- 
plause.) 1 beli-ve that your sectional 
progress is dependent npon the advance- 
ment of agriculture in our province, which 

can ouly foilow from an awakened and edu- 

cated interest therein. The great Webster 
once gard: ** When tillage begins other arts 
tollow. therefore, are the 

founders of our human civilization,” Ours, 
in view of our faith in these principles, will 
be essentially a farmer’s policy, the vigorous 
and fa thful pursuit of which will, we be- 
lieve, insure progress aud contentment to 

The farmers, 

those now within our borders, keeping them 
from lands abroad—and that is what we 
sore'y need to accomplish-—and attracting 
to our shoes the many from the over bur- 
dened acreage of the old lands. Let us 
pause for a moment and think of our con- 
ditions. Today oar maritime ports are 
struggling for recognition as gateways to 
Europe, and your owa good city has made 
giant strides in the race. The problems of


