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General Business,
NOTICE.

WELDON

THE TAILOR

Is offering the best Bargains ever
offered to the People of
Chatham.

Having purchased a large quantity of the famous
Humphrey Mill _Goods, comprisine,  Tweeds,
Cheviots, Homespuns, Blue and Bk Serges,
Checked Goods in light and dark shade s, Brown
and Greys, we are offering them at surprisivcly low
prices whiph range from 40c to $1.00 per yard. The

are IR many ways supetior to any goods on
the market. Good suits for $19, better for $12 and
$14. We will give you as good a suit for $16 and $13
as you can purchase elsewhere for $18 and $20
e employ only First Class Hands and Guarantee
our work.

See our Men’s_Working Pants at $2,00, $2.50, $3.00
and $3.50, ’ x .

Mothers purchasing cloth for their boys’ suits
should call and see our Stock before ordering else-
where, and save money,

Cutting and Trimming done cheap and w ell.

Wool taken in exchange for Goods.

We are clearing out the small balance of our large
stock of ulsters, overcoats and Men’s pants at 10
per cent below first cost.

W.L T. WELDON,
Water 8t., Chatham, N. B,

NOTICE TO HOLDERS OF
TIMBER LICENSES

CrowN LAND Orrice, 24 Juny, 1896,
The attention of all holders of Timber Licenses is
alled to Section 19 of the Timber Regulations
which reads as follows ;—
‘19 No Spruce or Pire trees shall be cut
by any Licensee under any License. not even
for piling, which will not make a log at least -
18 feet in length and ten inches at the small
end; and if any such shall be cut, the
Lumber shall be liable to double stumpage
and the License be torfeited’’
and all Licensees are hereby notified, that for the
future, the provisions of this section will be rigidly
enforced

ALBERT T DUNN,
Surveyor Geueral

The Subscriber intends travelling his well known
Black Percheron Stallion “PREFERE JUNIOR?”
weight 1500 1bs, during the coming season 1n the
following places : Bay du Vin, Black River, Napan,
Chatham, Nelson, Baraaby River etc.

Prefere Junior was sired hy the pure bred Per-
cheron “PREFERE” imported by the New Bruns-
wick Government from France. His Dam was
sired by Victor Hugo the well known pure bred

heron also imported from France by the New
Brunswick Government and purchased by the
Northumberland Agricultural Society.

Terms for season, $6.

J. C. COUGHLAN,
Owner,

INTERNATIONAL S. §. CO.

19 Hours

BOSTON.

THE Steamship  “‘St,

Croix”? will sail from
St. John direct to Boston
every TUESDAY and SATUR-
DAY at 5.30 p.m., Standard

A7 Steamers “Cumber-
land” and “State of
Maine” will sail from St,
John, for Eastport, Port-
land and Boston, every
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and
: FRI morning, at 8.15

Standard.

Through Tickets on sale at all Railway Stations of
Intercolonial, Dominion Atlantic and Prince Edward
Island Railways Baggage checked through,

For rates and information apply to nearest Ticket
Agent, C. E, LAECHLER, Agent.

St. John, N, B,

WANTED—Smart agent tosell an article easily
sold in every farmhouse- Large commis-

sions paid. A splendid chance to make money.
LOUIS GREEN
59 King 8t,, St. John N. B.

NOTICE

All accounts due the undersigned for three
monthsand over that time unpaid after August
10th will be handed to a magistrate for collection.

J. D. CREAGHAN,

BUSINESS CHANGE.

WThe Business heretofore carried on under the
name of John McDonald, will hereafter be conduct
ed under the name, and style of

John McDonald & Co.

NOTICE.

All parties indebtea to John McDonald are re-
quested to call and arrange the amounts of their
indebtedness within 60 days from date, not later
than 14th August, All accounts not settled on or
before that date will be placed in other hands for
Coilection.

Chatham, June 17th, 1897,

While thanking the public generally for their
liberal patronage bestowed on me in the past, 1
- tfully solicit a continuance of the same for

McDONALD & CO.
JOHN McDONALD

FURNACES FURNAGES,
WOOD OR COAL,

WHICH I CAN FURNISH AT

REASONABLE PRICES.

STOVES
COOKING, HALL AND PARLOR STOVFS

AT LOW PRICES

PUMPS, PUMPS,

Sinks, Iron l:iJ)e, Baths, Creamers the very best,
also Japanned stamped and plain tinware in end-
less variety, all of the best stock which I wil
sell low for cash

A.C. McLean Chatham.

CARD. .
R. A. LAWLOR,

BARRISTER-AT-LAW
Solicitor Conveyancer Notary Public Ete

CHATHAM, N. B.

S —————————

NOTICE. .

Extracts from Act of Assem-
bly 60, Vict. A. D. 1897.

The property to the amount of Five Hundred
dollars of a wife deserted by her husband and com-
pelled to support hersclf; and where the whole
porperty owned by a widow, as wel! the place where
she resides as elsewhere, is uuder the value of
Fifteen Hundred dollars, and such widow supports
muinor children of her own or of her deceased hus -
band, her property in the parish where she resides
shall be exempt from taxation to the extent of Two
Hundred dollars; and also to tne extent of One
Hudred dollars for each minor child wholly support-
ed by her. Ifhe has no property in the parish
where she resides, then such exemption shall be
allowed in the place where such property is situat -
ed ; but such exemption shall not apply or extend

[0 PRt . SAM. THOMPSON,
Sec.~Treas. Co. North’d

Omm‘. R. B-o o '

Wivamichi  Advance,
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That Interview.

That Montreal interview with Hon.
Provincial Secretary Tweedie of this
Province seems to still furnjgh the lead-
ing theme of discussion for quite a
number of newspapers, even after the
few Liberal journals, which at first
discussed it adversely, discovered that
they bad made the same mistake in en-
deavoring to deal with it as they did in
endorsing the Sun’s Conservative con-
vention in Moncton in its attempt to
force the amalgamation of Dominion
and Provincial party politics in New
Brunswick,

M. Tweedie may congratulate him-
selt on the fact that while the Trans-
cript and Globe endorse Sir Charles
Tupper and Hon, Mr, Foster in attack-
ing him and declaring that nobody
cares what he says or does, they all
agree with a score of other papers and
prominent individual politicians in
paying a great deal of attention to him
and his declaration of entire indepen-
dence—as a Dominion conservative—
of the leaders of his party, in provincial
politics,

As far as we can understand, Mr.
Tweedie does not claim that he did not
say substentially what the Montreal
interviewer attributed to him, but, as
may be naturally inferred, all that he
said, in elaboration, or with the view
of conveying a correct idea of what was
in his mind, was not reported. This
fact has afforded Mr. Tweedie’s person-
al and political opponents, who find a
medium for the expression of their preju-
dices in both Liberal and Conservative
papers of a certain grade, opportunity
to put a biased and adverse construc-
tion on what the Provincial Secretary
really did say.

Mr. Tweedie, in expressing his dis-
sent, as a Conservative, from the doc-
trine that provincial and federal poli-
tics should be amalgamated, gave, as
one reason therefor, his belief that it
would lead to lumber scalers being
changed with every change brought
about by Dominion elections; for, if
provincial politics were to be federal-
ized, every election for either Ottawa or
Fredericton would logically and prac-
tically be a Dominion party contest,
and changes in all officials would be
made according to the complexion of
their Dominion politics. = He pointed
out that such conditions would be very
prejudicial to lumber operators and the
lumber trade of the province gemerally,
because it had been the policy ot the
local government for a good many
years to conduct the administration of
that interest on a basis of the greatest
possible permanency, not only in regard
to leasing the lumber lands, but also
maintaining the staff of scalers. Years
ago, under the late Hor. Jas. Mitchell
as surveyor general, the principle of
requiring lumber scalers to pass an
examination as to competency, as a
pre-requisite to being engaged in their
work under the Crown Lands Depart-
ment was adopted and, to-day, it makes
no difference whether an operator is a
Liberal or a Conservative, or whether
he works in Dominion elections for or
against the dominent party at Ottawa,
he knows that his course in federal
politics cannot result in his being
either adversely prejudiced or favored
in his business.

Mr. Tweedie endeavored, no doubt,
to couvey to his interviewer that as
about a seventh of the provincial rev-
enue is derived from our lumber lands,
and the scalers are an important ele-
ment in dealing with the operators who
contribute an average of $100,000 a
year, it would very much disturb their
relations with the banks if—instead
of composing a permanent staff as
they do under the existing local govern-
ment and provincial party policy—
scalers were to be changed according to
the ups and downs et every Dominion
and Provincial election.

This is the idea which we thought
Mr. Tweedie’s words were calculated
to convey. Of course, it may suit the
ulterior purposes of extreme party
papers on both sides to misrepresent
and misconstrue them, but, time is
not so obliterative of memory as to
cause us to fail in recollecting that it is
only the papers which have, for years,
been opposed to the true interests of
our lumber industry, aud particularly
that of the North Shore and also to
Mr. Tweedie personally, that have
made of the Montreal interview with
that gentleman an occasion to misrep-
resent his meaning and emphasise their
evident desire to replace him with some-
one having less backbone and poorer
fighting qualities as a pelitician. They
seem {to want a man in his place
who will borrow his ideas from
the accepted liberal or conservative
dictators in Dominion politics.

[St. John Gazette,]
Mr. Tweedie and his Oritics.

Provincial Secretary Tweedie is the mark
at which all the enemies of the Provincial
government are shooting just at present.
A reporter in Montreal chanced to mis-
interpret what Mr. Tweedie said and the
result is that all the opposition newspapers
are attacking Mr. Tweedie for something
he did not say. We know of no member
of the government who is in a better posi-
tion to stand the combined assault of the
sections of the Liberal and Conservative
press which oppose the government than
Mr, Tweedie. Since he ertered the gov-
ernment as Surveyor-General ina 1890 Mr.
Tweedie has been one of its most active
and aggressive members. As a depart-
mental officer he has always closely at-
tended to the business of his department
and had a thorough knowledge of details
of the work he was called upon to perform.
It was during his term as Surveyor-
General that the present system of long
leases of timber limits was adopted—a
system which has increased the revenues
of the Crown Lands $30,000 a year in the
past five years, His wise administration

of the Crown Lands department following

~-

after the nine years term of Hon. James
Mitchell has resulted in an annual average
increass in thevalue of the Crown Lands
to the Provincial taxpayer of over $40,-
000 as compared with the last five years
of the old government. Mr. Mitchell
commenced the good work which Mr.
Tweedie continued and which is ssill going
on under Mr. Dunn. In the face of the
facts that there bas been an increase of
25 per cent. in the earnings of the Crown
Lands since Mr. Tweedie was first ap-
pointed Surveyor-General, the Moncton
Times insinuates—what it dare not say
openly—that the department is corruptly
wanaged and that the stumpage is not
properly accounted for. There is not an
official in the department appointed by
the present administration — and the
officials handle every dollar of the revenue
from the Crown Lands.
Does the Moncton Times mean to say
that the gentlemen who hold offices of
trust in the Crown Land department are
dishonest? If the organ of the yellow
valise #ays 80 it lies. There never was a
time in the history of the province when
the territorial revenue of this province
was 80 well collected up as itis to-day.
The insinuation that men do not pay full
stumpage is absurd. The New Brunswick
scale is more severe and exacting than
any of the scales in Canada. The perceuns-
age allowed for waste is smaller than in
any other province and it has long been a
matter of complaint among lumbermen
that they cannot get from the log after it
is sawn the measurement claimed by the
government for stumpage. Isolated cases
of dishonesty on the part of scalers have
been discovered and the operators who
benefiited by official dishonesty have been
compelled to pay the penalty. Bat the
number of these cases has been small so
small that it is not worthy of ccnsidera-
tion in discussing the general result.
There is a vast difference in the manage-
ment of the Crown Landa of the province
now to what there was when the former
government was in power. Then a con-
siderable part—sometimes fully one-half
of the revenue was obtained from the sale
of lands. These sales have now been
practically stopped and every year new
territory has been surveyed and added to
the revenues of the Crown Lands. The
criticisms which the Moncton Times
would apply to the present management
of the Crown Lands could readily have
been applied to their management befure
Mr. Blair ousted from power the men who
were not only selling off the Crown Lands
of the province every year but were also
permitting them to be looted of their very
best timber every year by dishonest lum-
bermen, whom they never attempted to
punish. 1t is impossible for Mr. Tweedie’s
worst enemy to deny him a share of the
honor for the changed condition of things.
Another reason why Mr. Tweedie can
afford to laugh at the attacks of these
journalistic Munchausens is the success f
his recent Provincial loan. It is not
generally known that the loan effected by
Mr. Twe:die last year for the purpose of
reducing the six and four per cent. de-
bentures issued some years ago were
floated on the most favorable terms ever
procured by any British colony. Mr.
Tweedie ohtained within four per cen:. of
par for the new shree-per-cents. and this
without paying a single cent for commis-
sions or for brokers’ charges besides
seeuring the insertivn of a clause making
the interest payable at Fredericton. The
saving effected in this way makes the
bonds worth more than par as compared
with a lo:n floated through a firm of
brokers®un the London market. In dolars,
Mr. Tweedie by his sagacity and know-
ledge of the financial markets, has raved
the province $20,000 directly and over
810,000 more in exchange had it been
necessary to transmit the interest semi-
annually to Europe. Through his firm-
pess in refusing the first tenders for the
bonds, which averaging only 94 per cent
of their value, and calling for other ten-
ders and naming 96 as the lowest tigure
he would accept for these bonds the prov-
irce was enriched by just $20,000. The
market in which Mr. Tweedie managed
the refunding of the debt falling due has
not enly saved the province over $15,000
a year in interest charges but has resulted
in a direct benefit of $50,000 over the
ficat tenders received. But this not the
only banefit. A small lot of three per
cent. bonds issued this year were sold at
par and no fature Issue of bonds will ever
command a higher rate of interesat. It
makes very little difference to the people
of the province whether the Provincial
Secretary is a grit or a tery in Dominion
politics if he possesses the capacity to ad-
minister his department. Inthe manage-
ment of our Provincial affairs a man’s
leaning in Dominion politics is a shadow,
the substance is the manner in which he
performs the duties entrusted to him.
Not one of the papers who are now thrust-
ing at Mr. Tweedie have attacked his
administration of the departments he had
controlled except by insinuation. All
they have against him is that he is a Con-
servative who refuses to be whipped into
line by the Sun and its yellow dogs, the
St. John Globe, Moncton Times and
Moncton Transcript, all of which are in-
dustriously yelping at his heels.
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St. John Letter.

Many civilians in Portland learned a
lesson from a street arab a few days since.
A military funeral was passing out to the
cemetery and none of the onlookers
thought to remove their hats. The arab
doffed his and then hustled through the
crowd threatening every boy he saw with
an instant drubbing if he neglected to
follow his example. The effect was magi-
cal. Lawyers, doctors, clergymen and
merchants who were scattered all along
the sidewalks looked at one another ques-
tioningly for a few moments, and then re-
moved their head gear as if by word of
command. Some boys are born with the
instincts of gentlemen and they are quite
as apt to be ragmuffins as anybody else.
A Portland newspaper says that few who
were present will ever forget the incident.

The retail trade of the city is quiet, but
such firms as Northrup & Co. and George
S. DeForest & Sons, wholesale grocers,
are very active and they say the choicest
goods in their lines are none too good for
their rural custowers. This speaks well
for the country’s prosperity.

Dock street is being re-paved, its entire
length.

A church concert was given here last
week at which no admission fee was
charged and no collection was taken.

No trace has been found of the body of
Mr. Thompson who is supposed to have
committed suicide by drowning in the
falls about a week ago.

In the fog last Wednesday steamer
Prince Rupert collided with sch. Annie
Pear] near Partridge Island. The Pearl |

saved with a part of her cargo.

An English firm has taken $240,000 of
the stock of the Cushing Pulp Co.

. S. Crookshank from his beaatiful
greenhouses and grounds is sending away
large quantities of winter flowering plants
and shrubs by mail and express. His
collection is the finest and most extensive
in the province.

Andrew Johnston and Joha Pender,
among the oldest residents of the city,
died last week. Both wera natives of
Scotland and were highly respected. My,
Pender's remains were taken to Peters.
ville, where he at one time resided, for
interment.

William Thompson, supposed to have
been drowned in the falls carried $5 000
life insurance.

Manitoba flour is 10 cents per ba rel
lower than last week : cornmeal is now §
cents lower, being quoted at $2.15. There
has been another advance in dry fish and
prices are likely to go still hizher: medium
cod $2.50, larze $2.75 and pollock $1.40
per 100 pounds. Some very choice Grand
Manan herring are arriving at $2 per half
barrel. Sugars are firmer : refiners have
advanced prices 1 16 cent on some grades.
Molasses is higher and stocks are light in
this market - Barbadoes 28 and 29 cents,
P. R 33 cents.

Two Passamaquoddy Indians, Xavier
Francis and Louis Mitchell, attempted to
shoot the falls in a canoe last Friday
morving in the presence of about 1000
spectators. At the first fall the canoe
upset and Francis disappeared. Mitchell
clung to the canoe and was rescued. They
made a coliection among the spectators of
about $40. The water was low at the
time and the atiempt was a foolha' dy one,

Eighteen deaths were recorded in the
city last week.
St. John, Aug. 29.

A Surprise from Russia.

St. PETERSBURG, Aug. 28—By order of
Emperior Nicholas, Count Mauravieff,
the toreign minister, on the 24th inst.
handed to the foreign diplomats at St.
Petersburg a note declaring that the
maiutenance of peace ani the reduction
of the excessive armaments now crushing
all nations is the ideal for which all
governments ought to strive.

The Czar at this present moment is
favorable for the inauguration of a move-
ment looking to this end and invites the
pcwers to take part in an international
conference as a means of thus assuring
vreal and lasting peace and terminating the
prozgressive increase of armaments.

“Filled with this idea, his majesty
has been pleased to command me to
proposze to all the governments whose
representatives are accredited to the im-
perial comt the assembling of a confer-
ence which shall occupy itseli with this
grave problem.

“This confererce will be, by the help
of God, a happy precage for the century
whigh is about to open. It would con-
verge into one powerful focus the efforts
of all states sincerely seeking to make
the universal peice Liiumph over the
elements of trouble and discord ; and it
would at tho same time cement their
agreement by a corporate consecration of
the principles of equity and right wheraon
rest the security of states and the welfare
of peoples.”

Lo~xpoN, Aug. 28—The czar’s proposi-
tion for an internatioual conference for
the purpose of securing real and lasting
peace among the powers and the termin.
ation of the progressive increase of arm-
aments, a8 conveyed in a no‘e from Count
Muravieff, the Russian foreign minister,
to the foreign diplomats at St. Petersburg,
is likely to produce a sensation through-
out Europe, and, coming from such a
quarter and with such evident sincerity
of purpose, it is likely to have important
effects.

The:e is no doubt that, with Russia
taking the lead in such a step, Germany,
France and the other nations will be
ready to follow.

The text of the note follows: *“The
main‘enance . of general peace and the
possible reduction of the excessive arm-
aments which weigh upon all nations,
present themselves in existing conditions
as an ideal teward which all governments
should direct their efforts. The humani-
taria. and magnanimous views of the
emperor, my august master, have been
won over to this view by the conception
that this lofty aim is in conformity with
the most e sential interests and legitimate
viens of a'l the powers ; aud the imperial
government thinks the present moment
wou'd be very favorable to seeking the
means.

“Luternational discussion is the best
means to 1nsure such a conclusion ; to
bring an end to the progressive develop-
ment of the powers.

“This has grown especially with the
civilized nations, and the preservation of
peace has been put forward as an object
of international polioy. It is in its name
that great states have concluded among
themselves powerful alliances.

“Ivis the better to guarantee peace
that they have developed in proportions
hitherto unprecedented their military
forces and still continue to increase them,
without shrinking from any sacritice.

‘‘Nevertheless, all these efforts have not
yet been able to bring about the beneficent
result desired—pacification.

““The financial charges following the
upward march strike at the very root of
public prosperity. The intellectual and
physical strength of the nations, labor and
capital, are mostly diverted from their

“natural application and are unproductive-

ly consumed. Hundreds of millions are
devoted to acquiring terrible engines of
destruction, which, though to-day regard-
ed as the last work of science, are destined
to-morrow to lose all their value in con-
sejuence of some fresh discovery in the
same field. National cultuare, economic
progress and the production of wealth are
either paralyzed or checked in develop-
ment. Moreover, in proportion as the
armaments of each power increase they
less and less fulfil the objects $he govern-
ments have set before themselves,

““The economie crisis, due in great part
to the system of armamerts l'outrance,
and the continual danger which lies in
this massing of war material, are trans-
forming the armed peace of our days into
a crushing burden which the people have
more and more difficulty in bearing.

‘It appears evident that if this state of
things were to be prolonged it would in.
evitably lead to the very cataclyiem it is
desired to avert ; aud the horrors make
every thinking being shudder in advance.
“Then, put an end to the incessant
armaments and to seek the means of
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was a good deal damaged but may be | warding off the calamities which are | pleteness, are the three desiderata in con-

threatening the. whole world—such is the
supreme duty to-day imposed upon all
states.

Continuation Sehools and Evening
Classes.

PAPER READ BY DR. WILLIAM GAR-
NETIT, SECRETARY OF THE TECHNICAL
EDUCATION BOARD OF THE LONDON
COUNTY COUNCIL.

It was not until I saw the programme
of to-day’s Conference that I understood
that there had been allotted to me the
whole field of commercial education be-
tween the secondary school and the higher
commercial institute. When 1 undertook
to provide a contribution to the subject
of Continuation Schools, I had in mind
the Evening Continuation School con-
ducted by the Schoel Board or voluntary
school managers, and intended to provide
two years’ training for boys or girls who
leave the elementary schools as soon as
they have completed the compulsory
standards, and are intending later on to
join Polytechnics or evening classes in
science, art, or commercial subjects—
pupils, in fact, who are obtaining their
higher elementary or interinediate educa-
tion in the Continuation School—and I
auticipated that there would be others
who would contribute their quota to the
same subject. But the programme of the
meeting indicated a very different field,
and one which Tam by no means compet-
ent to fill,

While preparing this paper, I do not
know what views are going to be expressed
by those who are to read papers on Com-
mercial Education in Secondary Schools
or in the Higher Commercial Institutes.
In marking out the field that is left to me,
therefore, I have first of all to determine
for myself what are to be the limits of the
instruction provided in the ordinary day
schools, whether higher elementary or
secondary, and at what point the student
may be expected to commence his studies
in the higher institute. With reference to
the former, the trend of opinion amongst
those who have considered the subject,
and are intimately acquainted with the
working of day schools, appears to be in
the direction of avoiding as far as possible
the introduction of technical commercial
subjects into the secondary schools or
higher elementary schools. The object of
these schools is to train the intelligence,
and subjects should be taught, not on
account of their intrinsic value but for
the sake of their influence asa means of
training of the hand,the eye, the memory,
the reasoning faculties, or the moral
sense. Given two subject of equal value
as a means of training, one of which has a
direct bearing upon practical life while
the other is comparatively useless, and 1
suppose we should all agree that the
former is to be the subject selected, and
we should have little sympathy with
those who maintain that the efficiency of
a Wniversity is to be measured by the
uselessness of the instruction which it
affords. On the other hand, during the
school-boy period, it is most important
that mental training should not be sacri-
ficed in tha smalless degree to utilitarian
knowledge. Hence, attempts at teaching
the details of book-keeping appear to
meet with small encouragement from edu-
cationalists, and it is probable that all
will agree that it is a mistake to teach ooys
to deal with the details of transacsiens of
which they can themselves have no clear
conception. Book-keeping can be very
much more readily learnt when a hoy
knows the meaning of a commercial trans-
action than while he is devoting most of
his time to the rudiments of secondary
education. Hence, it seems desirable
that in the ordinary day schools commer-
cial education should be restricted to
writing, arithmetic, with special reference
to foreign systems of money and of
weights and measures, geography and
history, and to a sound foundation for a
practical knowledge of modern languages.
I shall, therefore, assume that this
amount of knowledge is all that is posses-
sed by the pupils on entering the Continu-
ation School.

The conditions of school life and the man-
ner of acquiring the information are, how-
ever, quite as important as the character of
the information acquired —probably much
more important. Commercial men make
two complaints abont English school-boys
when they enter their offices ; the first is,
that while the German looks upon his busi-
ness career as his life, the Eoglish boy
merely regards it as a means of living. He
spends his hours in the csunting-house not
for their own sake, but in order that he
may be in a position to enjoy the hours of
liberty, and he works for eleven months in
the year forthe sake of the one month’s
holiday, while the continental eclerk tinds at
least a considerable portion of the pleasure
of his life in his daily routine. The other
complaint is, that Eoglish school-boys,
sspecially those from secondry schools, do
not carry their knowledge ready to hand.
The energy they possess is not in an avail-
able form, and they are incapable of bring-
ing their knowledge to bear on a practical
point when it arises. In this respect it is
said that the boy who comes straight from
the public elementary achool has an advan-
tage over the boy who has been trained in
the secondary school. It is probable that
the boy from the elementary school has less
power of continuous thought, less inde-
pendence and less intellectual resources,
than the boy who has been left to shift for
himself id"the lower forms of a public school,
but what he knows he has ready to hand,
and, like the street arab, is able to utilise
all his mental resources in providing his
livelihood, or in dealing with any circum-
stances which arise.

I am not prepared to suggest a remedy
for both these difficulties. With regard to
the former, the work of the school should
be made so interesting to the boys as to
compete on even terms with the attractjons
of the playground, and it is questionable
whether additional work should ever be
given as an imposition for miszonduct; as
far as possible the acquisition of knowledge
should be dissociated in the pupil’s mind
from any notion of punishment. With re-
gard to the latter difficulty, it may be more
easy to find a solution, for boys may very
well be taught to apply their knowledge to
practical questions, which may be brought
before them In concrete form by the
teacher. In this respect laboratory work
in experimental science affords perhaps the
best training which is possible with the
school. In makiog out, therefore, a course
of study, whether in the secondary school
or in the Continuation School for boys who
are intending to enter upon commercial life,
I would lay very great stress indeed upon
practical laboratory work, and I would at
first teach bookkeeping in connection with
the laboratory note-book. It is true that
the transactions to be dealt with—the
measurement of a length, an area, a volume,
a specific gravity, a temperature, a quantity
of heat, the thermal capacity of a substance,
the elasticity of a spring, the work done in
its deflection, and so on—may be very
different in kind from the transactions re-
corded in the books of the merchant or
banker, but if the laboratory note-book is

adhered to. Neatness, acouracy and com-

nection with the laboratory note-book. On

the question of neatness it is unoecessary to
enlarge ; the accuracy with which the
observations are recorded is of the same im-

portance to the student of experimental

science as the accuracy of the entry in the

merchant’s ledger ; and the leading principle

of the note-book, like that of the books of

commercial houses, is completeness in the

record which is presented. Experiment,

observation, inference, are all to be faith-

fully recorded, and no conclusion is to be

set down unless the full data on which the

conclusion is based are set forth. For a

boy who has been thoroughly trained in

keeping his laborasory book in this way,

the book-keeping of the merchant’s office

will be shorn of many of its difficulties and

of most of its pitfalls. Jt would take us
too far away from the purpose of this paper

to give anything like a complete syllabus of

the elementary measurements which the
pupils should be taught to carry out. The
areas of regular and irregular figures, the
volumes of prisms, pyramids, cones, spheres
and other solids are determined from their
linear dimensions, and also by weighing in
air and in water, the specific gravity of
common substances both solid and liquid,
the use of the balance, the hydrometer and
the thermometer, are examples which will
be found set forth av greater length in the
syllabue of Elementary Experimental Scien ce
prepared by the Incorporated Association of
Head-Masters, und in syllabuses issued by
other teaching, examining or administrative
bodies.

It must, of course, be remembered that
the training which will enable a boy to pass
a satisfactory examination 1n school subjects
will not necessarily make him a successful
man of business. This requires other quali-
fications, which can to seme extent be de-
veloped by a properly organised school
training, but which cannot be created. The
eminent man of science, who has learned so
much that he realises that he is oaly play-
ing with pebbles on the beach, and qualifies
every statement from the coansciousness that
the discoveries of to-morrow may falsify the
beliefs and theories of to-day, will not make
an ideal salesman. At the same time, the
contact with actual things in place of books
and the experience in ascertaining truth by
direct and personal observation which wounld
be provided by such a laboratory course as
that just referred to, will give a boy con-
fidence and assurance, and enable him to
speak with that certainty about matters
respecting which he has made himself ac-
quainted as will carry canvietion to the
minds of his customers, without producing
the impression of shallow omuiscience which
is characteristic of the typical retailer.

But it is the duty of the school not only
to impart knowledge, but to provide a moral
training ; and for this purpose a well-graded
system of practical measurements, if proper-
ly carried ont, will develop habits of care
and accuracy of observation and of calculal
tion and a love of truth, which will have its
influence throughout the whole of the boy’s
life and affect all his transactions. To this
end it is important that the same quantity
should be measured by two or three inde-
pendent methods and the results compared,
the measnrements being repeated until the
results are within the errors inherent in the
apparatus. Moreover, the methods of ex-
periment and of measurement which are
taught in the physical laboratory will be
found applicable to very many practical
problems which will afterwards arise in the
course of business while the habit of closely
observing minute differences will be most
valuable in subsequently dealing with com-
mercial commodities.

The startiog point of the commercial Con-
tinuation School has been indicated above.
From what has been said it appears that the
boy entering the school is to be expected to
have some knowledge of a modern language
or two besides his mother tongue, to have
been well trained in arithmetic, in history
and in geography, while he may, or may
not, have learned something about the prin-
ciples of book-keeping. He must be a neat
and rapid writer, as this art can be acquired
much more easily at an early age than in
later life, and if he has already received
some experimental training in  physical
science, 30 much the better; if not, that
subject should form one of the chief subjects
of study during the first year or two of his
work in the Continuation Scheol. Having
thus enumerated the subjects bearing upon
commercial education which it may be ex-
pected that the pupils will have studied on
entering the achool, it is necessary to con-
sider what they will be expected o0 know
when they leave, and the work of the school
will then necessarily lie between the two.

The superior limit is presumably fixed by
the requirements of the entrance examina-
tion of the Higher Commercial School. Ia
the /nstitut Superieur de Commerce of Ant-
werp, the examination for admission includes
the following subjects, which are taught in
the preparatory course of the Institute pre-
vious to Matriculation—French, German,
English History, Geography, Book-keeping,
Arithmetic, Algebra, (Geemetry, Natural
Philosophy, Chemistry, Commercial Law
and Political Economy. The students who
have gone through this preparatory course
are regarded as qualified to enter the special
courses of study arranged for the matrica-
lated students of the inatitute, which in the
case of successful students lead ap to the
final diploms. I am not disposed to lay
great stress on Commercial Law and Politi.
cal Economy in the Continuation School, I
would rather press the importance of free-
band drawing, not as a compulsory subject,
but as an optional subject, to be encouraged
as much as possible. It is for other cen-
tributors to this Conference to state what
should be the subjects taught in the Higher
Commercial School, and how they should be
taught ; but it is necessary at this stage to
point out that the Higher Commercial
School, for whish the Continuation Schools,
which are supposed te be the subject of this
paper, are to form a preparation, is & school
in which English commercial subjects are
taught in English by Eoglishmen, but in
which there are separate departments for
French, for Spanish, for Italian and for Ger-
man commercial law and practice, each
taught by a native of the particular country,
who has received a thorough practical train-
ing, both in the schools and business houses
of the nation the commercial practices of
which he is to teach. Four nationalities
have been mentioned, but it is by no means
necessary that the foreign departments of
the school should be restricted to these four.
It is essential, however, that the French de.
partment should be virtually a little bit of
Paris brought into London. The whole of
the teaching is to be in French—French
thought is to pervade the department like
an atmosphere, and the student who enters
it must be able freely to converse in French,
and to understand lectures of a mors or less
technical character delivered in that lan-
guage. He must, in fact, be in precisely
the same position as he would be in were he
to enter a school in Paris, in which the
teaching is exclusively given in French, or
a Parisian mercantile house, and the same
conditions must obtain in every foreign de-
partment of the school. It is not suggested
that any one student should study in all
these departments; as a rule an Eoglish
student will probably econtent himself with
two out of the fouy or five foreiga courses of
study, byt in the two languages which he
selects he must be thoroughly prepared
bhefore entering the school to profit by the
instruction provided. Hence, among the
most important subjects of study in the
Continuation School must be modern

properly kept, the same principles will be | languages. I aw not going to challenge the | gystems and the world’s exchanges, should

criticism of the Modern Languages Associa-
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tion, by entering into details as to the Manl-
oer ia which languages are to be taught in
any class of schools; I will only say that
they must be taught as living languages,
and with a direct view to preparing boys to
profit by the teaching afforded in the depars-
ments of the Higher Commercial School to
which I have referred. The Modern Lan-
guages Association itself will be quite capable
of sayiog how this object is to be effected.
Oaly the other day I heard of a school for
quite small hoys in the Midlands where, in
some of the classes, the whole of the teach-
ing was carried out in French or German,
and the boys were required to answer ex-
clusively in the language which was for the
time in use, so that to a great extent the
boys attending this school had advantages
corresponding to those which they would
have secured had they joined a school in
France or Germany.

History and Geography should be taught
with a defiite bearing upon industrial and
commercial development. I do not mean
that the teaching of geography should be
confined to what is commonly known as
eommercial geography ; physical geography
must precede, or at least accompany, com-
mercial geography, jost as antecedent physi-
cal conditions have generally determined the
positions of great commercial centres, and
the lines of trade routes, Geogragphy, there-
fore, in all its aspects, physical, political and
commercial, must be taught as one science,
undivided and indivisible ; but this is a very
different subject from the geography of the
text-books, in which everything bearing
upon commercial enterprise, its history, its
development, and its varied conditions in
different parts of the world, is scrupulously
omitted.

- In the teaching of Arithmetic eare should
be taken that the subject of Mental Arith-
metic is not neglected. As a rule, boys are
detter at meatal arithmetic the lower the
form in which they are working, anad mental
arithmetic is altogether neglected in the
upper classes of our secondary schools, so
that at the leaving age the boys have lost
altogether their power of rapid mental
calculation. Special attention should be
given to arithmetic in connection with
mensuration, and to approximate methods of
determining areas and volumes. This sab-
ject is closely associated with laboratory
work, to which reference has already been
made, :

The nature of money, different monetary

—
form the basis of very many of the arith-
metical exercises provided for the classes ;
and though the mysteries of bimetallism
may well be relegated to a later stage, the
monetary systems of the chief European
nations should be as familiar to the student
who leaves the Continuation School as the
£ 3. d, of his own country,

Algebra should be taught at least as far as
progressions, but more care should be de-
\ voted than is usually the case to imparting
{ a clear uaderstanding of the meaning of
algebraical operations, and algebraical
methods should constantly be illustrated in
their application to practical problems. In
the teaching of geometry special reference
should be made to its application in practi-
cal mensuration, and whatever methods
may be adopted for dealing with geometry
as a science, geometry as a practical art
should not be neglected. The use of the
ordinary drawing instruments for the practi-
cal solution of geometrical problems is most
valuable to the commercial man in very
many departments of his work ; and in this
connection it may be pointed out that free-
hand drawing, and especially the making of
freehand dimensioned sketches, may be
more important to the salesman or com-
mercial agent than geometry itself. The
facility for rapidly putting upon paper a
clear exposition of a mental conception, so
that a client may readily understand the
picture which is in the mind of the draughts-
man, is ene of the most valuable qualifi-
cations for the business man.

The elementary laboratory course, which
has been referred to above, will have its
natural development in the Continuation
School in the experimental study of elemen-
tary mechanics and the elements of heat,
light and electricity on the one hand, and of
practical chemistry upon the other, The
extent to which a commercial student should
be encouraged to study chemistry or natural
philosophy must depend very much indeed
upon his individual tastes and upon the
character of the business which he proposes
to enter. Every boy clerk ought to have
had the opportunity of learning in the
laboratory the methods of making accurate
measurements of length, area, volume,
weight and density, but the connection be-
tween science and commerce {8 now so inti-
mate that no commercial school can afford to
dispense with facilities for the study of as
least the elements of practical chemistry and
phyeics.

Shorthand and typewriting would, of

receive considerable attention, and should

course, find a place in the Continuation

>

PR e T T ae



