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| lost,”” I cried;

‘ “shall I go and order
| you a cab?”

which was intensified by the thick lay-
er of dust which coated the whole
apartment.
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| whole matter, you may be sure that
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| all the credit. That comes of being an
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frock-coat and waistcoat, with light- rangement being such that when it |
colored trousers and immaculate collar | has to be aimed directly upward the !

A hollow |

his death struggle had been a griev-|Sérve respect express the belief that |

and Louis, were the poorest of crea-

| tures, and Jerome was one of the most
' despicable of scamps. Louis had a wife,

and the pair cordially huted each oth-
er.

a crew of malefactors. who robbed and
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a look. I shall work it cut on my own
hook. I may have a laugh at them,
if I have nothing else. Come on!™

He hustled on his overcoat,

and
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stone Fixtures.
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| that an energetic fit had superseded
| the apathetic one.
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A minute later we were both in a
| hansom, driving furiously for the Brix-
' ton Road.
It was a foggy, cloudy morning, and
. 'a dun-colored veil hung over the
' house-tops, looking like the reflection
| of the mud-colored streets beneath.
My companion was in the best of
' spirits, and prattled away about Cre-
mona fiddles, and the difference be-
| tween a Stradivarius and an Amati.
| As for myself, I was silent, for the
| dull weather and the melancholy bus-

and Fixings.

Knife Heads, $3.00.

ous one. On his rigid face there stood the next war between any two great’
an expression of horror, and, as it Powers, will evolve the perfected fight-
seemed to me, of hatred, such as I|Bg-balloon—perfected, that is to say,
have never seen upon human features. | WP Lo the point of being an efficient |
This malignant and terrible contortion | €Rgine of destruction. Already there
combined with the low forehead, blunt | has been devised a so-called aerial tor-
nose, and prognathous jaw, gave the |Pedo, which bears about the same re-
dead man a singularly simious and ape- | lation to the future war-balloon that
like appearance which was increased | 1S borne by the Whitehead torpedo to
by his writhing unnatural posture. 1 |the modern torpedo-boat.

have seen death in many forms, but | This aerial torpedo is a small balloon |

|
never has it appeared to me in a more  Which carries, suspended beneath it,
about thirty pounds of dynamite or |

fearsome aspect than in that dark, | - . - .
grimy apartment, which looked out up- | other high explosive done up in a suit- |
In its neck it has a

on one of the main arteries of subur- able package.
ban London. Lestrade, lean and fer-| Small metal cylinder containing a sim-
ret-like as ever, was standing by the | ple electrical contrivance which will |
doorway, and greeted my companion  Produce a spark at any time for which |
and myself. the instrument is set in advance. '
“This case will make a stir, Sir." hel ’!‘he direction and force of the wind
remarked. “ It beats anything I have  being ascertained the little balloon
seen, and I am no chicken.” may be floated over a fortress or arm-
“There is no clew,” said Gregson.|ed camp, and, if its mechanical appar-
“None at all,” chimed in Lestrade. atus has been set correctly, the spark
Sherlock Holmes, approached the body | will at the proper moment set fire to |

pillaged to their hearts’ content. The

' second Emperor lost his health, and

fell under the domination of his wife,
a Spaniard. She forced him into war
with Prussia, apd the result was that
France lost Alsace and Lorraine. Dur-
ing the second Empire, Jerome’s son,
Prince Napoleon, was an object lesson

| in proof of what a despicable being Im-

perial Highness may be. Physically he
was a coward, and was almost proud of
being one. He had but two occupations:
To get as much money as he could out
of his cousin and to intrigue against
him. Young Victor is his son, He isa
nonentity, and about as fit to rule a
country as the silliest of the las whose
existence is passed in aimless frivolity.

I understand the notion of continuity
involved in “ Le Roi est mort, vie le
Roi,” although I am not perhapsa con-
firmed believer in its universal advan-
tages. But this Victor Bonaparte is
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' thought to the matter in hand,” I
i said, at last, interrupting Holmes’s
' musical disquisition.

line will save money by calling on

It has been ascertained by recent ex-

wound ?” he asked, pointing to num- . _
periments in Germany that shrapnel |

erous gouts and splashes of blood%

less creature; but if we are to accept
the doctriae of heredity, he certainly
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| ““this is the Brixton Road, and that is

making similar trials with its new bal-
loon gun, in which actual balloons will
be floated and employed, as targets.
This will involve the destruction of a

to a second individual—presumably the |
murderer, if murder has been commit-
ted. It - reminds me of the circum-
stances attendant on the death of Van

ing that the French were anxious to!
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