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od the attention of the legielature
snd the government since the province
wag first established. Up to the year
1835 each county had its own highway
sct. In that year all the highway acts
of the various counties were consolidat-
¢d. Evidently the intention of the legis-
lature of that day was to cast the cost of
opening and maintaing the roade of the
province upcn the counties. At that
time, ard for meany yesrse belore,
all the rivers and streams of the prov-
ince of any size were crosezed by ferriee,
the control ard management of which,
by law, was placed in the hende of the
renoions of eech county, which seesicns
correeponded to the municipal courcils
cf the present dsy. The legislature
from time to time made special granta
%o each county to seeist them in open-
ing and keeping up the roads. Afier a
time it appeared by the scts of those
years the province proceeded to con-
strunet bridges over thoee rivers and
rtreams previonsly traversed by lerriea.
Lster another highway act was intro-
duced, amendirg the previons act eo re
fo put upon the various counties the cnat
of maintaining theee bridges aleo. For
many years the performance of statute
isbor became in eome parts of the prov-
ince s deed letter. There was a geveral
impreseion existing that the responsibil.
ity of keep'ng up the roads snd bridges
of the province should be borne alto:
gether by the government. At first the
counties received smell and deenltory
granta, and then it grew into a custom

for the government to mske * lsrger ap- PO

propriations for the different countiee.
First Permanent Bridges.

Some doran of years ago the govern-
meont rurchased from the New Bruns.
wick Railway Company fonr railway
bridges, and these were converted into
some fourteen or fi/teen highway bridges
and placed In varions parieof the prov-
ince, the wkole being done by days
work,and under the superintendence of
Mz, Alfred Halnes, of the board of works
cenartment.

This, I may eay, g0 far as I am
aware, was the firet attempt
on the part of the government
st permarvent bridge buoilding
this province. At that time
the government had the active
‘an enthueisstic support of the present
leader of the oppositior, who could eee
nothing wrong in having the bridges
erected by days work. The government
were 90 well pleased with thege pteel
%nd iron highway bridges that they de-
elded to embark in the bullding of per-
manent bridges, feellng gatiefied that
the nndomtl;lng v?nl '}o;nltv ui!tun-
-wxeously t¢ the proyince, The result was
that the government ontainéd ornthor:
Ry from the legislature in 1891 to
jesue  bonds to ke extent of

$3250,000 for the erection of permanent
sttuctares. We adveriieed for tenders

et b% A

&~ +he ersction ¢l ne Hampton bridge,
the Trout Creek bridge at Bassex and
the Ralisbary bridge. The contract to
béild the Hampton bridge was awarded
to the Usnsdian Bridge end Ircn Com-
pany, and the contracts for the other
two bridges were awarded to the Domin-
fon Brisge Company.
Other Bridges Cost More.

What was the rate per pound charged
by these upper provioce firme? Did they
terder to copetruct the bridges for 3 or
8} centa per pound, ae the sensaticnal
oppoeition papers would have us believe
the Diminion Bridge company is now
willing to erect permanent bridges in
thie province for? Nc¢! Nofthing of the
kind. ‘The Dominion Bridge company
charged ths province at the rate of 6
centy per pound for the erection of the
Baliebury bridge. They charged the
province at the rate of 7cents per pound-
jor the Bugsex bridge, and the Canadian
Bridge & Iron company charged and
were paid atthe rate of 74 eents per
pound for the Haumpton Lbridge. The
government were then new at the work
of building permanent bridgee, but they
were not loog 1a discovering that whils
they hiad paid the upper province con-
cesns fair prices for the bridges named
they had not obtained & fair return for
their money; that the bridges, while
handeome in appearance, were not likely
to endure to a much greater period than
well constructed wooden bridges. They
found, particolarly with reepect to the
Hampton bridge, shat the material

was too light for the lemgth
of the espans, end that, althosgh
the bridge when erected was sup-
posed to last upwards of fifty years,
it required important repairs one year
after ite erection. The strain rods had
broken because of being too light, and 1
may say that the same bridge has bad
to be repaired a second time, and the
opinion is general among competent
bridge builders that the bridge will not
leat halfthe time that we had hoped.
The Buseex and BSalisbury bridges have
given esomewhat better eatisfaction,
but neither of them begine to compare
with the bridges that have
g'nce been erected by our own New
Brunswick concerns. The bridges built
by the Racord Foundry and Machine
Company give evidence of better work-
manghip, engineericg capability, capac-
ity of strength and much better quality
of material. Oae of ths difficuliies we
found in connection with the building of
the Hampton, Bus ex ana Salisbury
bridges, by upper Canadian firms, was
that we had nc engineer who coa!d pre-
pare plane and epecifications for these
permanent struciores and could not
have proper inspeotion at the point of
copetruction and that we were obliged
to accept bridges from plans prepsred

by the companiea themeselvee.
When we went into business on
[ ] larger gc=la, and obteined

authority for a bond isene of $400,000 for
the purpose of building permanent
bridgee, we determined on a dJdiflerent
licy. We decided that if 1t were pos-
sible, heviog regard to quality of work-
manship and fair prices, we wou!d have
the work done in our own province, and
as far ae possible

Give Fmployment to Our Own People.

We decided that we would have the
new bridges erected nnder the eupervi-
gion of & competent ergineer and in-
spector of large practical experience,

from working plane, The chief
engineer of the department, Mr,
Wetmore, who had some ex-

perience in connection with railway
bridges, and who had thre advantege of
inetruction under Mr Eiward Shaw, an
engineer of almost world wide reputa-
tion, was anthorizsd to take charge of
the work. It was first proposed that
these bridges might be conetructed by a
company, to be organized in Chariotte
county for the parpose of undertaking
bridge construction. My predeceesor in
the premiership, Hon Jas Mitchell, tock
8 very active interest in the effort to
have the work done by & company or-
ganized In his own' cownty, but, through
sume hesitaney on.the part of the Char-
lotte county promoters, the department
of public works was obliged to lock elee-
where wiihin the province for parties
who would urdertake to have the work
cous Bnder .., ITnervision of Mr
fizines In mueh the zame wey that he
had operated with respect to the firgs
iron bridgea consiructed in tha proviace.
The Record Foundry and Machine Com-
pany constracted several bridgea in this
Way,at pricet Abontthe seme as paid the
upper Canadian companies. Before the
government gave the Record Foundry
&nd Machine Company a contract it re-
quired of them to produce memoranda
showinv their bas!s of business, showing
the actual cost of la%or and material,
before any profit counld ba expected on
the work to be given. To this was added
A emall pereentage of profit, and the
governmant agreed to give the Moaccton
concern the  building of & nom.-

ber of bridges at pricese a little
less than paild the upper prov.
ince firms., The Record foundry
people invested a very larze

suom of money in a plant necessary to
carryont-'e work, A little later Mr. J.
M. Raddock, of Chatham, went into the
permanent bridge building business,and
&8 chief commiseioner of the province 1
took occasion to invite tenders from New
Brunswick concers for the construction
of bridges, and

Two Bridges Were Built Under Tender,

one at Port Elgin and one at Petitco-
diar, After our experience with the
tender system, both in dealing with con-
cerns in the upper provioces and
with New DBrunswick firme, we
came to the econcluzion that the
the work could be doune in the best in-
ferest of the province in the way we
have been doing recently, and we have

been paying the N<w Brunewick firme

at the rate of about 6} cents per poand.
There is no secret abunt this rate, as all
the accounts in counection with the con-
struction of bridges have been befors
the public accoonts commities every
year, and there has never been the
slightest diepogition on the part of the
chie! commigsioner or any other mem-
ber of the government to withhold any
information with respect to the coet of
these oranyother bridges. Ifthere be any
virtue in the argument that the erection
of permanent bridges is a wize policy,
then the bridges must be what they pur.
pert to be, and no bridge whose life will
be lezs than the bonds iseued to cover
its cost conid properly be claseified as a
permanent bridge. Itis mnot my derire
to reflact upon the bridges, eituer con-
strocted within our own province by
vpper province firms, or upon the bridges
erecied in the neighborivg province of
Nova Bcotia by firme either within
or without that province but I &m
willing to steke the existence of our
goveromeut wupon the verdict of a
committee of r<putabie engineers that
the bridgee bnilt 'n this province by our
New Brunswick firme will ocutlive by
from b0 to 75 years the bridges erected
by cutside firma in this provincaor the
bridges constructed in Nova Beotia at a
much less rate than we are paying.

I bav- made no ecomplaint over the
fact that the cherges which the San and
other oppoeition newspepers have
been punblishing daring the last gev-
ersel months have been put into shape
by a nemelees civil engiceer, but I am
going to aek this audiercs tonight and I
am going to ark the people of this coun-
try it they consider it manly that
charges should be burled asainet a gov-
ernment when the anthor of the charges
wee unwilling to appear in theopen. I
may be permitted to corjecture who this
gentleman was, and I might not be far
astray if I located him in the perzon of
an engineer who for years was a domin-
ion pablic servant, and who, by reason of
his unrestricted denlinge in a epecies
of the public property of the
dominion, termed, for the porpecse
of deceivirg, “shingles,’” waa dismissed
from e poeition of trust. How far that
diemiseal has actuated him with regpect
to this matter | will leavs it for the pub-
lic to corjecture, bat 1 am bound to say
that a gentleman who laid himself open
to a criminal cherge for the misappro-
priation of valuable properiy of the do-
minion to thé nses of himselt and those
with whom he was sescciated, is not
entit'ed to that recognition which wounld
reenit in condemuing me in the .eyes
of the constituenia of the province, in
the face of my own statements and de-
denial to the ccntrary. While this has
hsen my cerjsciwre regarding the name-
less enginesr, I notice that withia the
lers som weie the mame of My, A, R,

IBEY oW uwie = 4 :
Holmes bas besn plic forward es the
épziieer who had farniehed the
opposition with the material for
their campaign dotumes’; and who i@
the Mr. Holme:? a youug man who from
1895, until the 15:h of last SBeptember
was, ]| am informed, an apprentice in
the engineeriug department of the In.
tercolonial railway at Moncton, and who,
when e left the department wes &n en-
gineer,of such eminent ability that ke
wae receiving the maunificen! ealary ol
seven doliars and a guarter a week. The
young man is now undergoing inetru -
tione at a DBoaton school of tech-
nology, end 1 trust may become &t no
distant day an engineer, whoge opinion
will be valuable. In th3 meautime bis
name seems to havs been wsed for the
purpose of drawing away attention from
the gentleman, whoese wiaoleeale desling
in ‘ehingles,” cost him his position as
chie! engineer of the Intercolonial Rail-
WAY.
Oprosition Evidence Not Creditable,

There is a feeling in the breast ot every
fair-minded citizan of this province that
no oneshounld be accused without know-
jpg the name of his eccuser—without
having a chance to meet him face to
face. Think yon that if the opposition
thought they could sustain their charges
they would not have prodaced their
nameless engineer long ago? Then
again, take the fact that the
charge was not put forward by eny
member of the legielature, bat by a
gentieman not now in pabliclife. Do
you not think that the object of that

was eo that if the house met before an
election the oppoeition might have a
chance of running away from the charges
which bhad been published in their
intersst.

The Daily Kecord o! Batorday, Janu-
ery 21st, referring to my statement at
8t Andrews that the insinnations in the
legislature with respect to the bridgs
charges had been fully met by the gov-
ernment, eaid: “This Dr Btockton em-
phatically denied, and, a8 a matter of
fact the government’s little dodge of
prorcguing the house when My Pinder
was speaking to the charges worked
well. The member for York was about
to nnesarth the double price scheme and
expees the trickery of the boodie legia-
tators when the ugsher of the black rod
apnounced the arr:val of the governor to
terminats the eession.” 1 have not geen
any denial of the trath of this reportin
the Record, but I wou'd hope that poli-
tice in New Brunawick have not fallen =3
low that the leader of & party wosld be
guilty of making such an incorrect state-
ment as the one jact gnoted. As a mat-
ter of fact, a3 the report in the Sun newe-
paper of Friday, March 18th, last yesr,
will show,Mr Pinder finished san exhans-
tive epeech and was foilowed by myeelf,
NMiessra Dibblee, Osman, SBumner, Robin-
gov, Slockton, Tweedie, Bmitn, Alward,
Black snd Lockbart, and the debate
was concluded and the house concurred
in the report of the committee of public
acconnts, after which the houze ad-
jomrned until Friday foremocn, wken,
after coneiderable routine and mno dis-
cueeion, the governor prorogmed the
houge. What tus oppositioncan hope to
gain from thus misrepresenting the
aciusl proceedings of the house 1 leavs
it to Dr, Stockton and his party to deter-
mine.

Bridge Expenditures Approved
sSesslon.,

Just before the close of the legislatura
last gession thers was a meeting of the
pablic accounts committee, A report of
ite proceedinge wag telegraphed to one of
the St. John papere by « member of the
G.eaner newspaper etafl, This is what
he wrote: “Being disappointed with Mr,
Emmerson’s capable and ho.esi admin-
istration of aflairs in connection with
the legisiative buildings and lsnatic
ssylum, the oppositicn ecrutiny wae
next levelled at the experdituore on per-
manent pvridges The opposition felt
gure that Mr, Emmerson, with all the
multitods of ¢ticr official du fes tha
premier mast adtéend to. eonld nol:
expend $385000 wponm 254 Dbridges, .
giteated in every part of the.
provinee, in pums varying from:
$1 560 to $3,7(9, and baving to deal witn
il sorts of men, without some misappro-
priation or unwise or exces:ive expendi-
tare. KMr Pingcy, tided by Mr Dibbiea,
made & most carefnl sand eritieal evarch.
of all the accounts, papers snd etate--
ments of permanent bridge expenditare. .
Mr Emmerson and the depuiy gommie-
slcper of public works, Winglo#, were
present to ald the critice in their
investigation, and when a mogsi thorougzh
gearch was completed at 11 o'clock to.-
night the oppoesition members heiad &
midnight conclave and made euccess-
fal srracgements for cbeequlee of their
blighted and blasted hopes. After a
minute scrutiny of

Last

Mr. Pinder’s Practised SBcavengering-

and Mr, Dibblee’s professional acumern:
the opposition had not even a peg upon

which to hang & criticiam, nor a single

item which could be by the most skilfu!

manipulation consirued irto a charge of

boodling.” Without deeiring to parade

myeslf ag & particalarly honest man, I

quote the above as the opimion of the

news editor of the Gleaner, whose opin- -
ion, I am free to admit, dce3 not appes:r-
to entirely correspond with that of the-
80 called religious editor of that paper.

I would like to eask if there is sny
information now before the country to
show any dishoneety on the part of the
government than there wae when the
member of the Glea.er stafl wrote the
above report with respect to Mr Pinder’s
inginnations. Itis quite true that a let-
ter purporting 1o have come from the
Dowinion Bridge Company, and which,
I have no doubt, did come !rom that
company, has been publiehed, in which
it is stated that that company counld
farnish bridges at a considerably lower
rate than paid by the government



