
“Unanimwouely and Respectfully Sub. mitted.” 
You will sesrch that report in vain for 

soy reference to wrong doing on the 
part of the government, or any member 
thereof, with respect to the cost of per- 
manent bridges. These two paragrapls 
rom the report of last year’s committee 
will be found ioteresting:— 
“That wherever practicable the con- 

“éracts for the construction of the tuper- 
girnctures cf permanent bridges should 
>e put up to tender, with preference in 
favor of provineial manafacturers,” 

“In conc.usion your committee desire 
to place on record their appreciation of 
the highly satisfaetory manner in which 
ine honorable chief commissioner of 
»uoblic works and the honorable provin. 
cial secretary furnished all information 
im their possession asked for by the com- 
mittee with respect to the expenditures 
in their several departments.” 
stHow unlike the sensational articles of 
she Sun are these reports cf the public 
socounts committee, made up, a8 I have 
stated, by represeutatives from both 
sides of the house. 

I bave never hesitated to eay on the 
“oors of the legislature and elsewhere 
that I honestly believed that in very 
mapy cased the government could get 
better work at a less figure by having 
the service done by days work. Money 
was saved in that way with respect to 
the matter of inepeetion, and the depart- 
ment was not confronted with a large 
bill of extras, as is unfortanately too 
aften the case when the work had been 
dore by contract. I have endeavored to 
point out particularly with respect to 
the work of rep-iring, that it wes often 
very difficult to have p ans and epecifi- 
cations prepared that would meet the 
«see. The fluoring of a bridge might 
Have to be repaired, and when part of it 
was taken up it would be found that very 
much greater repairs were needed 
than at first apposed, and while I know 
that there is always a desire onth- part 
af cpponents to create the impression 
that work done by the day is more cost- 
ly than if put ap to tender, I have no 
hesitation in saying that in nine cases 
out of ten better work at a less figure 
oan te obtained when the day’s work 
aystem prevails. Walle I say this I do 
aot mean to eay thatoccasions will not 
aries when it would be in the best inter- 
«ats of the province to have important 
works let by ccmpetion. 
+ I do not purpose making any reflac- 
“ionaupon the integrity.of the gentleman 
who has fathered these ‘‘startling ex-- 
posures.” I refer particularly now, not 
to the purist of the Nacawic, but to 

Our Young Friend, Mr, J. Douglas 
Hazen. 

lesa very well understand that a 
gentleman #0 closely connected witn 
“the Harris land job” in St. John might 
be expected to tremble and turn pale at 
tne very thought of the provincial 
government being in any way con- 
nected with jobs, and when we re- 
call his connection with the work 
ox the custom house in Bt. John 
a few years ago, when he was a member 
of the Dominion parliament, we are 
sble to get an idea of how he must have 
suffered in mind and conecience when 
ne made the discovery that we were 
Huilding some permanent bridges by 
day's work, euch bridges being con- 
atructed by New Brunswick firms at a 
leas price than we had paid upper Can. 
adian province firme for a very inferior 
ciess of bridges, comparing the latter 
with the superior bridges that 

have been buiit by New Biuie- 
wick concerns. An examipation of 
the reports of the auditor general 
of the D minion of Canada for 1893 and 
1894 should afford Mr Hazen and the St 
Joho Bao evidence of their great co-=- 
pistexcy. The reports mentioned show 
that the work of iebuilding the custom 
house waa doze entirely by day’s work. 
In 1893 there wae paid out for labor and 
material on the St John custom house 
the sum cof $74983 38, and in 1894 for 
labor acd material there wae paid on 
account of the St Johm custom hous? 
$113 011 65. 

Interesting Custom Houss Items, 

Wages were paid the men all the way 
from $1 50 to $1 per day. I am not fiad- 
ing fanlt with the rate of wages paid, 
butin connection with the accounts there 
are gome faw iteme of very epecial in- 
tereet. Mr, John E. Wileon 1s a very 
respectable gentleman, and is engaged 
in the galvaniz»d iron work in St. John. 
When the work of repairing the custom 
hoaee in St. John was commenced tend- 
ers were asked for placing copper roofs 
on the builcirg. Teaders were sent in 
from all parts of thedominion, and when 
they were opened it was found that of 
Mr Wilson of St John was the lowest. 
The public works department tele. 
graphed M. Wilson askiog him if 
he was prepared to enter upon the 
performance of the contract at the 
figures named by him. He replied that 
he war, whereupon his contract was ac- 
capted and he gave an order to Messrs. 
W. H, Thorne & Co. for the large qnan- 
tity of copper that would be required in 
t he performance of his contract. Bome- 
time ufter his acceptance of the contract 
Mr. Wilson concluded that he was not 
likely to make as much oat of the work 
as ha had expected. He thought he dis. 
covered some roofs on the building that 
had not shown in the place, bat he 
thought he might reasonably count on 
large extras, or extras sufficiently largs 
to make the contract a profitable one, 
but on reading over a copy of the agree- 
ment he concluded that there was very 
little chance for exiras unless he had 
the matter arranged in advance. 

Arranged with Hazen for Extras, 

He hed not any great difficulty in in- 
ducing Mr J Douglas Hezen to accom- 
pany him to Ottawa to see if it was not 
possible to have the contract price 
changed. I have it on the most unques- 
tionaple aut ority that Mr Hezen tried 
all his persuasive powers upon the then 
minister of pubitec works, Hom Mr 
Oaimet, to indoce him to permit a change 
in the ¢' niract price, so that Mr Wilson 
might have a few thousand dollars more 
than the amount of his tender. The 
minieter pointed out that that was 
at variance with all prece- 
dents, sand refused to comply with 
the request of Mr Hazen in 
favor of his friend Mr Wilson. 
The minister, I am aseured, pointed out 
that it Mr Wilson was unwilling to go on 
with the contract at tre figure named in 
his tender, the work would be given to 
the next higheat tender ,which,I believe, 
came from a Montreal concera. Upon 
hearing this Mr Hezen threatened the 
minister and said that the constituency 
of St John wou! 1 not consent to have the 
work done by an upper province con: 
cern, and he then and there proposed 
that the j )b should be done by the day’s 
work, aud it was accordingly decided 
that the work stould be done by the 
day. What was the result ? 

A Fat Thing for Wilson, 

The government took off the hands of 
Meesrs. W, H. Thorne & Co. the copver 
which they had parchaeed for Mr, Wil 
son, paying them a very large price for 
the game, and then they employed Mr. 
Wilson to superintend the job, paying 
h'm at the rate of $4 perday as foreman, 
and paying him alee $150 & day for the 
hire of rooffiag and cornice tools, and 
aleo purchasing from Mr. Wilson a large 
quanity of supp.ies. Mr. Wilson had 
profits from three sources—Lis wages as 
foreman, the hiring of bis rooffing and 
cornice tools, and the profits on the ma- 
terials supplied. A very large item 
in the materials supplied by 
Mr, Wilson was that of solder, 
for which he charged at the rate ot! 30 
centa a pound, 8 figure so high that be- 
fore paying the bill the anditor general 
wrote some spicy correspondence on the 
subject. I am told that there was a pre- 
tence at asking tenders for the supplying 
of the solder, but the genuineness of the 
tenderers will be doubted when I men- 
tion the fact that the aaditor general 
pointed out that the price paid Mr Wil- 
son, for supplying over 2,700 pounds, was 
the same rate that the solder could be 
bought at retail. 

In 1893 Mr. Wilson Rece ved $728 

as foreman of the custom house, and the 
same year he received $1 85552, the 
greater part of which was for eupplies. 
In 1804 there was paid to Mr Wilson 
$633, abont one-hal! of which was for 
material and the other half for wages. 
The total sum paid for wages to roofers 
alone for work on the custom house was 
upwards of $30,000 daring those two 
vears. Megara Toorne & Co received 
pearly $14,000 for custom house sup- 
plies. Mr I'borne is one of the leading 
directors of the St John San newepaper, 
the leading opposition paper in the 
province, Neither the Sun nor Mr 
Hez:n seems to have been strongly 
opposed to the principle of having public 
work done by tte day when the repairs 
were being made to the custom houee in 
8t. Jobhr., These repairs, as I have 
showr, cost nearly $200,000; at least the 
sudilor general's reports for 1893 and 
1894 ehow those amounts. I have not at 
hand the auditor general's report of tte 
dominion for 1895 and cannot say poai- 
tively whether any sums due on tue 
custom house in Bt. John were p:id that 
year or not, but I think it will be ad. 
mitted that the enm of nearly $200,000 
WAa3 a very large prices to pay for the re- 
pairing of one building in the city of 
8t, John. Now, mark you, I 
am not pretending to say that 
there was anything wrong in the matter 
80 far as Mr Wileon, or, for that matter, 
80 far as Messra Thorne & Co, were con- 
cerned. I merely mention this matter 
to show the consistency of the men who 
are quite willing to approve of. all that 
had been done in connection with the 
work on the Bt John custom house, and 
who find fault with oar government for 
having any wo:k done by the day. It 
is quite impossible to fignre out of the 
auditor generai’s report the exact 
coet of the roof om the custom 
houses building, but the greater part 
ol Mesers Thorne’s bill of nearly $14,000 
appears to have been for materiale for 
the roof, If you will add to that sam 
the amount paid to Mr Wileon for mate- 
rials and wages, as well as the wages of 
the different roof:re, the grand total 
will have assumed tremendows propor- 
tions. 1I I wanted to 

Impute Charges of Boodling to Mr, Bazex 

I might not have to draw very largely 
on my imagination to paint a picture 

that would at least be attractive to the 
eve of that gentleman's political 
opponents. Just fancy a member 

of the dominion parliament start- 
ing off in the company of a gentls- 
man who had received a contract cover- 

ing many thousands of dollars, seeking 
an interview with the minister of public 
works, firat beseeching him to change 

the contract—to cousent to a higher 
price and then threatening him with 
dire coneequence if the contract went to 
a concern outside of New Brunswick. 
And it might be possible—in fact it 
might be no very difficult matter—to 
leave the impreesion that Mr. Hazen in 
taking the stand that he had taken was 
not movad entirely by motives of patriot- 
ism; however,itisnot my purpoee to fling 
mud, and the only reason why I have re- 
ferred to this matter at all ie to show the 
bypocrisy of the gentlemen who now 
seek to have the government of New 
Branewick hurled from power for hav- 
ing permanent bridge work done by the 
day by New Brunswick concerns, when 
be wae 80 willing a few years ago to ap- 
ply the day work system to the repairs 
ry the custom house in the city of St 
ohn, 

I thank you most heartily for your 
kind attention. Possibly I have oecca- 
piad your time more fully than I should 
have done, but I was desirous of making 
a full and complete statement with re- 
spect to these charges, and I am quite 
willing and quite prepared to acceps the 
people’s verdict with respect to these 
and all other matters connected with 
the affairs of government. 
Mr Emmerson was in magnificent 

voice and shattered the two price bridge 
charges to piecee. It is needlesa to say 
that in York the opposition will not 
dare voice these charges again. 
Attorney General White congratulated 

the four candida‘'es who had been ge- 
lected by the county of York, and he 
congratulated the ccunty of York on ita 
very excellent choice. ‘Che county had 
not been for some years past represented 
as it was once by such men as Mesara 
Fisher, Allen and Blair. but I believe 
now the change has come and York will 
again take its proper place. 

He then discnassed the Moncton con- 
vention, said that it was not representa- 
tive of the Conservative party. It waa 
there declared that the people were not 
henceforth to be allowed to govern them- 
selves but they must be governed by 
party. 

He scourged Stockton for his change 
base and said that the learned doctor at 
one time in a epeech said that he would be 
ssehamed to belong to the Conservative 
party. Yet now we find him band in 
glove with them, 

Owing to the lateness of the hour the 
attorney general cut short a very inte:z- 
esting and eloquent speech. 
At the close of the meeting Premier 

Emmerson was warmiy congratulated 
upon what vas considered on all handa 
to be the ableet speech of his life. It 
was a masterly acawer to the red fire of 
the opposition and that it carried cun- 
viction to the minds of the great ma- 
jority of the large audience was ev:- 
denced from the frequent outburst of 
hearty applause. 
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