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a word to the report which he had cheerfully
a=& ccaoscientiously signod.  (Applause.) At
this late hour he would not weary the
H~use by entering into details, which had
b-<n £2 ably done on bhsth sides. He must
assume that the ~ charges had  been
ma#s- with a full knowledge of the respon-
sibility imvolved, ond witha kncwledge that
ti--=- would be probad to the bottom. Day
atter day the committee sat and awaited
proof of the charges, but such proof was not
forthcoming. There was a m&ss cof evidence,
bt mest eof it hnd no bhearing on the case
and none of it afforded any proof cf the
ch2 a?3 which had been made by the leader
of the oppesition, and be (Leger) was much
Dieased to see the ex-chief commissioner
and presgent leader of the government come
out of the affair uascathed. (Applause.)
Thege charees as - made were intended to
cast a cloud upon the feir name and fameo
of our’proviance, but by reason of the inves-
tization which had just ended our reputa-
ticn has not suffered either at home or
abrcad. (Anplausz))

THE PREMIER SPEAKS.

In a Very Able Address He Defends
the Policy of the Government and
Shows that the Investigation Re-

vealed Nothing New as to Cost of
N. B. Built Bridges.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson said he felt sure
that he could crave the indulgence of
the House at this late hour and
at this late siage of the debate in
view of the relations which exists be-
tween himself as an individual and as a
public official of this province and the
question now under discussion before this
legisiature, and in doing so he would as-
surs Mr. Speaker and the House that it
should rot be his purpose to take up a
very great deal of the time in order to
bring before the honorable gentlemen in
volume the evidence that had been ad-
duced before the committee and which
lay upon the table of this leg:slature. He
had felt constrained to ask that indulgence
‘because not merely of the relation which
had thus existed but because of (he fre-
~quent reference which had been made to

“himself by honorable members who had

preceded hum. He did not know that he

* would dea! with the several gentlemen

o

-

who had thus paid their compliments, he
did not know that he should analyze each
individual speech, but he thought he could
gsay fairly that as a speech the subject of
the oppositicn was unique beyond degree.
He would say speech, because whether it
flowed from the lips of his honorable
friend, the leader of the opposition, in
that phonographic monotcne which char-
acterized his utterance on the floors of ths
legislature or sprang from the lips of the
metallic echo irom the county of Mada-
waska, that same speech had the same
verbose utterance and the same volume
of words.” It contained the same idea
draped around with all its verbiage, and
in dealing with it and comparing that
speech with what had gone before and with
the facts that are before the legislature,
he felt that he would not be doing his
duty either to himself or to this country

or to this legislature if he did not travel

back to the little drop of water that
started the stream which had entered
here into this legislature in this year 1900.
Jie would call the attention of the honor-

~ able members and Mr. Speaker to the fact

. county of Westmorland.

that they had had under discussion, in-
volyed in a resolution and in an amend-
ment, to which he would particalarly call
their attention, ceriain issues and certain
questions, and he beleved he could ca'l
their attention to the fact that the point
from whence they had started was fa
removed from the point at which they had
brought up. He remembored on a Sep-
tember morning in the year 1398 in the
city of St. John he had opened the St
John Sun and had read there some utter
ances of the honorable member now th.
leader of the opposition ou the floors of
this legislature, then a citizen of the city
of St. John, an aspirant for political
honor, and on that occasion the houorab'c
gentleman had, in a little schoo! house a
Fredericton Junction, before the elector
of the county of Sunbury, brought to
their attention certzin matters relative
to the Lefebyre br.dge, erected in the
He was not
going to say why his honorable f{riend
had become the mouthpiece, or was the
mouthpiece in respect to this, nor say
the real author and originator of these
statements made with respect to tha!

_ bridge resided in the ety of St. John and

:

then hold a position on the floors of thi:
legislature as leader of the party; he was
not going to say that his honorable friend
had been entrusted with some information
and invited to snpeak in anticipation of »

general election that was then to be held,

as they thoughit. He was no going to say
that his honorable friend, with that infor

mation, with the idea in his breast that

he should say something, and {hat this
informaticn was imparted to him as a
political secret, as something they gath
ered, 2s an idea that had or'ginated wit}
them, and that they were to keep it and
nourish it and cultivate it, with the ide:
that they should plant it and cultivate
it and spring it upon the electors of this
country at the moment the general election
Was announced—he was not going to sax
, that his honorable friend with = craving
for notoriety with respect {o the mattet
gave away the secret, or on that occasion,
standing. upon the platform with that in
formation entrusied to him gave the secre’
away. and that it spread throughout th-
length and breadth of the country and
when once there had beea a dripping and
the leakage was out it was necessary tx
~open the floodgates and the volume came
forth and here it is. 1{ was publighed ir
the newspapers; it was prirted in pamph-
let form and heralded abroad, and he
would read from a copy of the St. Johr
Sun of September 24 a portion of what
was said: “In the year 1897 the Record
Foundry Company was paid $36,000 for
certain bridges. Any emne of ten other
firms in Canada would have gladly taken
that work at half the price. They would
then be charging as much, or a little more,
than is paid by the dominion government,
or other provincial governments, for sim-
ilar work. Last year tne Record Foundry
and Machine C‘ompany received six and 2
half cents per pound for the steel bridges
supplied and at the same time all the
other bridges of the same class for other
governments or municipalities were sup
plied at not more than three cents per
pound. This statement is'mot made with-
out the evidence to support it. The fol-
Jowing report was made by a thoroughly
competent and reliable engineer who war
engaged to examine and report on thr
length, weight and proper cost at current

prices of a number of bridgey recently

built in this province, and to make a ecom-
parison with similar stru-tures furni-hed
by tender and coantract. For the present
the name of this engineer is withheld; his

report is made to Mr. Hazen and is so
full and circumstantial that any gocd en-
gincer can tell whether it is a reliable and
just report of the facts.” There then fol-
lows the report of this nameless engineer,
and here is a summary, made he presumed,
by the honorable gentleman (Hazen) or
by the leader of the opposition (Dr.
Stockton.) He would name him because
he wished the House and the country
to know who the gentleman was.
The summary went on to say: “From
this report it will be seen ihat
when the comparison is made of the length
of the span or the weight of the material
it is shown the bridges let by tender are
furnished for half the price jpaid the
Record Foundry Company. There is no
oflicial record of the statement made by
Mr. Emmerson that the New Brunswick
bridges cost 6} cents a pound; the state-
ment was made in the public accounts
committee, but even 1f Mr. Emmerson
had not stated this much, the measure-
ments and prices show that 63 cents per
pound were, paid.” Comtinuing, it claim-

ed that that is a double price. It
gives as the concluding proof that
it is a double price because it cites
and brings as evidence of the fact

the construction of railway bridges by the
dominion government. This is a most re-
markable document and he would ask his
honorable friends to read it in the light of
the evidence presented hefore the
commmittee of this House; he would
wish them to remark and remember
in the light of the discussion <hat
had transpired. He wanted them to
remmember this evidence in the light of the
fact, going back, if they would, into the
history and recalling the names of wit-
nesses summoned, not merzly before this
committee but before 4 previous com-
mittce of this legislature—he would want
thcm to remember all these facts and
more and discuss them in the light of their
memories.  The opposition document
declared: “Railway bridge wotk is more
elaborate and expensive than highway
br.dges and the prices quoted are higher,
yvet in the Drummond inguiry the manager
of the company which built the bridges
for that railway gave 8 2-3 cents per pound
as the price of bridges recently constiucted
for the dominion road.” Mark the words;
the case is stated, the evidence adduced
and the reasons given for the charge which
s made that the New Brunswick govern-
fment are paying two prices for bridges,
because the dominion government has
been paying 3 2-3 cents per pound for rail-
way bridges, which, in the opinion of my
nhonorable friend at that time, in the
op nion, doubtless, of the engineer coach-
ag him, and in the opinion of the then
leader of the opposition, these bridges
were much more expensive, they were
more elaborate and therefore more ex-

| pensive, and they were mdeed quoted at a

higher price. That statement in the light
of what had since transpired, Mr. Emmer-
scn said, must lead us to the conclusion
that the honorable gentleman based his
-ase simply upon the question of thz con-
struction of railway bridges. (Applause.)
And with that evidence, instructed as he
was by that engineer—and who and what

‘s he and where is he today? (Ap-
plause). He (Hazen) was e¢redulous
enough, informed as he was at that

time, to stand upon a public plat-
form in the county of Sunbury and make
the charges which he did without sceking
nformation, without diving into the mat-
ter and learning for himself, he accepted
he words of the nameless engineer and
heralded broadeast throughout the country
that the province of New Brunswick had
peen paying two prices for bridges, be-
ause the dominion govermment was pay-
mg 323 cents per pound for railway
oridges, which in his opinion at that time
were quoted at a higher price, were more
elaborate and more expeasive in their
construction; that waes the Dbasis, the
roundwork, and the honorable gentleman,
willing to drink in everything that could
ve brovgiht in the shape of rumor, every-
thing that could be whepered in the shape
f suspicion against the government, her-
ded it throughout this country; and he
was not surprised that his honorable
iriend :tood up before this legislature
after this discussion, and learing the evi
dence which had been adduced; he was
wt surprised that his honorable {riend
should stand there in his place and say
that this case had been proved, that ke
was satisfied, and that he gloried in the
‘act that the evidence had confirmed his
*harges; that when he made them origin
ly lve had faith only: that during the
months and years which had elapsed he
had held that faith, and because of the
svidence he was more than ever confirmed
n that faith. 1lis honorable friend was
satisfiad with but very little. He was
seemingly willing to aceept the very small-
st mite and the slightest tittle of evi
lence to support the charges which he has
seen fit to make before the MHouse and be
fore the country, (Applause).

He was congratulating himself upon the
fact that he had sustained the charges.
md although he (1lazen) hugged to himsell
v grevance, he (Emmerson) thought by
‘he way his honorable friend was speak-
ng that there was at least this solution
n his mind, if he had not obtained what
he had started out to cbtain, at least he
had secured that which weemed to bz the
very apple of his eye, a jewel to him, #
wvievance. The honorable gentleman had
tarted out as charging the committee with
autting out evidence, suppressing evidence.
lenying- witnesses an opportunity tc
speak, charging the chairman with over-
ruling evidence offered; and yet after all
that the honorable gentleman turancd
around and said we had the evidence; in
spite of all this we had it; and he (¥m
mergon) thought this llouse and country
would have thought that this feeling of
gratification and satisfact on which he was
rying apparently to make himself believe
he felt, and would have this House and
country believe he felt, that with thoss
‘eclings of satisfaction and gratification
that he would have been willing to have
rcsted on the evidence thus adduced. (Ap-
plause).

Remember the charge and tlse amend
ment he has moved to the report present-
»>d by the committee; rememb r what it
'l contains; remember all that, and if
vou will, remember as to whether he was
satisiied with the evidence which he claim-
od to be satisfied with. If he were satis
fiel why was it he felt it necessary to
travel outside the domain of the evidenre,
the sworn evidence adduced before the
commitiee? (Applause.)

If he had the assurance and ecould
stand up and hownestly before the Housc
and the country make the assertion that
the evidence was sufficient, that it wa-
all potent, that it sudtained and supported
the charges, why does my honorable friead
find it necessary, why is he siriving to in
corporate and impart into the discus-ion
of his case a letter written by a Mr. John-
son and other documents that had not
been placed before the committes and
which he freely and frankly admitted could
not be offered in evidence before the com-

" he

mittep, 4. Take from

matters not before the committee and

there would be little left of his honor-

able f{riend’s speech which he had
printed with such great haste and which
had been presented in the columns of the
lozal newspaper under the caption of his
honorable friend’s picture which he felt
sure was the most pleasant feature of the
whole business (applauwse), aund he might
also say it being true to life i= the most
truthivi part ot anything he saw contain-
ed in that speech. (Laughter).

You have heard that speech heralded
and seat abroad through the coun-
try; and vet strip  from  that
sneech and tear from the columns of that
newspaper the letter of Mr. Johnson and
that other testimony—which is not tesi-
mony—whnich was not before the com-
mittce; eliminate these matters from
that speech and what have you
left to snstain charges which
his  honorable f{riend had seen fit
to try on the floors of this legisla-
turc? He would ask in all fairness had
would ask this country and would ask
the peopie who read that newspaper, and
would ask the honorable members, having
divested that speech of those f{uatuares,
what had you left? Had he any evidence
with respect to the Nova Scotia bridges,
as to their cost? Not a tittle of it. And
wh'le he stated to the people of this coun-
try with regard to the character of those
bridges, as (o their design, as to their con-
struction, w.thout any evidence whatever
with 1eepect to tlwem, without any evidenca
as to their cost, his honcrable friend quo-
ted from documents as to the prices—
evidence which is no evidence, but is
only hearsay, and assuming it might be
true, accepting it without qualification, he
would ask if there were not those other
qualifications of common sense, even .f
we had not had the benefit of discussion
with respect to the Hridges to-
day or during the last several
weeks  before  this  legislature, e,
ourselves, would be led to the conciu-
sion from the other gualifications, the
qualifications of commuan sense? You
might tell me, Mr. Emmerson said, that
you paid this or that for an article in
contrast to something 1 have purchased,
but are vou in any way to furnish me
with any evidence as to whether 1 have
paid too much for mine if you do not tell
me as to whether the article you pur-
chased is an equal of mine? (Hear, hear.)
He (EFEmmerson) felt sure that evidence
and those statements sent to the country,
as he had stated, were sent for political
purposes, and he was sure it was not
with the assurance on the part of his
honorable friend that it was evidence
which established his case, but that it was
sent there for the purpose of a downy
pillow upon which his honorable f{riend
might fall with ease before his friends
throughout the country. (Applause.)
His honorable friend was aware
had been criticized and. se-
verely, mot by his o¢pponents, not
by those politically opposed tc him;
they had been kind in their remarks to-
wards him—but by those who were his
assumed friends; those who were allied
and associated with him in directing the
affairs of his party. They had criticized
him and words had not been too strong
and expressions too unkind fer them to
use in respect to his honorable friend
during the past twelve months, since the
time he felt constrained to take action
with respect to the first charges he had
presented before this legisiature. But his
honorable friend knew this, that if those
charges were to rest solely upon the
evidence he knew he had not even a foot
stool for them and that they would simp-
ly fall to the ground, and his honorable
friend, with a view to making his fall
easier, in order that his feelings might
not be injured, in order that he might
have the country believe he has done
something, and accomplished something,
his honorable f{riend had this evidencc
with those interlineations with respect
to what Mr. Phelps Julinson's information
might be; and he (Kmmerson) would like
in the light of Mr. Phelps Johuson’s figur-
ing before this country during the past R
months—he would like in the light of
experience to have had that gentleman
corae on the stand and speak with refer
ence to any of those bridges. Mr. Joln-
son had paid to the people of this country
the compliment of saying to them that he
was willing to instruct them with respect
to the construction of bridges. In Jan-
uary or February of 1899 he did the people
of this province the great honor to ad-
dress a letter which was pablished in the
pewspaper prints of this province, and in
that letter when answering a query put
to him as to the cost of a certain bridge
of a certain denomination and of a certain
character, he stated frankly that he was
not able to quote the figures. He (Em-
merson),” if he had the time, would call
the attention of the house to what his
answer was on that occasion, but as he
remembered it, it was that it depended as
to the character and design, as to the lo-
cality and as to the conditions where
that bridge was to be constructed, as to
what figures he could give; and il these
were his then views, I am sure that Mr.
Johnson today—if in writing the letter to
Mr. Hazen, if it had occurred to him, he
would have in connection with every state
ment he made, with respect to every par
ticular bridge, he would have to explain
to the House and to the country as to
the envirohments and the conditions and
character and as to the design of those
respective bridges; and if he had wished
to give this House full information, if he
had been prevented by his secretary, as
he was, from coming here and producing
the docyments which would have en-
abled us to sce clearer and better,prevented
in this hard-hearted way by this wicked
seeretary, if he had been desirous of giv-
ing his evidence he would have mude hix
letter longer, more self-explanatory, and
thrown a light upon the matter which cer
tainly has not been thrown upon it. My
honorable friend has delighted ard gloried
in the fact he made the charges. He take:
a pride in it and wants to give evidence
of avowal as to his course, and he stands
before this legislature glorying in the fact
he made the charges, conscious at the same
time he has not proved them, he wants
to bolster the matter up and brings in
this extraneous matter to unfold in the
light of the history of these bridge chaijes,
commencing as they did in this way in
that far-off day in September, 1898, in
the little village of Fredericton Junction,
soon scattered throughout the province in
newspapers and pamphlets, enlarged upon
as their zeal and enthusiasm inereased.
as their hopefulness expanded, as their de-
sires grew they increased and eniarged

the pamphlet. The nameless eagineei
had assumed being and he had an individu
ality, and he became Mr. A. L.
Holmes (Mr. Emmerson would beg his
pardon if he had not given his initials cor-
rectly) the engineer who held the position
of under-clerk mn the engineer's depart-
ment in the railwav office at Moncton.
He (Emmerson) would nrot take up the
time of the House by referring to those
documents whervein it 'is stated as to the
expérience'of “these gentlemen, but oy set
forth, Mr.
Archibald and other eminent lights in the
engineering world had been called to the
aid of the honorable gentleman (Hazen)

-
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vince of Nova Seotia, and had examined
the bridges, and they feit called upon not

only to make the smaller and first report, |

but they had been called upon to enlarge

it. In this document that  com-
menced =0  moderately and in  such
a small way, every bridge constructed |

in the province of New  Hruns-
wick at thg.

is put down at 34 cents as the actual ~ =

as the cost that should have prevailed, and |

put at G} cents as the price the provinee of
New Brunswick had paid for those respec-
tive bridges and they had figured out ul-

most to the hall cent as loss to the province
And yet the

on each particular bridge.

honorable gontleman, anx.ous to de

ceive, and he (Kmmerson) used the word |

in no offensive sense, only in a political
sense, anxious to deceive the electors of
this province and thiust l:imseil into pow-
er, no matter by what means or device,
sends that throughout the conutry, and
wants electors to believe that these bridges
should have cost 3! cents, that they did
cost six and oune half centsand that the
loss which is fignred up upon the whole
is the sum of $29,465.28. (Hear, hear).

That was the actual cost to the people of
this province of these transactions at that
time—and has my honorable iriend called
Mr. McCarthy? Where is his evidence”
He (Fmmerson) did not hear it reported
from that volume that was upon the
table of his honorable friend. Had he
(Hazen) called Mr. Holmes? He had not
heard it whispered on the floors of this
legislature that there was a w.tness by that
name before the committee. And where,
oh, where, was I>. 8. Archibald? (Hear,
hear—laughter.}, He (Emmerzon) remem-
bered visiting the committee room in the
earlier days of the meeting of that com-
mitte and he remewmbered seeing Mr.
Archibald in attendance, flitting from one
counsel to the other, springing up as if
upon a spring bar every time a witness
made an utterance. He saw him there
and he remembered, how he remembered,
the cloud of gloom that came over nim
when Mr. Donald could not be called to
tell about a roof. He (Emmerson) sup-
posed his friend Mr. Archibald had in
mind that roofs required shingles. (Loud
applause), and that he would have amn
opportunity of giving evidence with re-
spect to the shingles that were required
in connection with the roofs connected
with the Iatercolonial Ruilway. (Ap-
plause.) e did remember that Mr. Me-
Carthy was here; he remembered that but
cne short vear ago Mr. George McCarthy,
a very worthy young man, a young man of
ability, a resident as he 18 of the city of
Moncton, came here in April, 1899, that he
was called as a witness, that he was sub-
poenaed from the city of Montreal, and
he remembered it cost the province of
New Brunswick some $40, or an amount
somewhere in that vicinity, to bring Mr-
MeCarthy here, and that he was here
twe or three davs while the committee
was in session, and that he was having
conferences with the honorable gentleman
(Hazen) in the Barker House in the city
of Fredericton, and he remembered after
he had been heve for two days it was felt
they would not go on with the inqury.
Ilis honorable friend (llazen) said now it
was because of the lateness of the session
that he did not call Mr. ¥MeCarthy; he
was sure that if his honorable friend had
m mind the bringing of this matter before
the legislature at any future time, if Le
had mentioned to the house at that ume,
or mentioned to any one eéngaged in the
matter and asked for the dpportanity of
taking the evidence of Mr."AlcCarthy on
that occasion that it would have been
taken. (Hear, hear.) We had paid ior
the evidence, we had him here as a wit-
ness, the province had paid the cost and
the province was entitled to ‘the know-
ledge and experience of Mr. McCarthy n
connection with these bridges. He was
not called; if he had been called we
would have his evidence, but certainly
we could have had the opportunity of
havirg that evidence this year, at least
having it read befoie the committee, if
the gentleman could not have been brought
here this year. But he (Emmerson) did
not understand that Me. MeCarthy svas
very far away and he did not understand
it was a matler of impossibility to bring
him here, neither did he understand that
there was an application to the committee
for a subpoena to bring Mr. MeCarthy
here; aithough in the month of April a
year ago there were some 17 witnesses
named as thore who should be called in

support ol the charges then made
he did not remember that uny
one of them had been called
at this session, except Mr. Peters

and Mr. Haines and Mr. Wetmore and
Mr, Winslow. The rest, where are they?
Iis honorable friend must have had it m
his breast then as to the knowledge that
these men would give to this House and
to the country. His honorable friend
must have known the inmost utterances
of everyone of those men whom he had
engaged for the purpose of inspecting
those bridges; and if he did, and if the
evidence of Mr. McCarthy would be of
any value to him, if the evidence of Mr.
Archibald”would be of any value to him,
il the evidence of Mr. Holmes would have
the slightest weight, we would have them
all here; and yet it is because his honor-
able friend wants to hug the grievance
that he did not bring them? 1Is it be-
cause he wanted the opportunity of stand-
ing in his place and saying he could not
give any evidence with respect to the
Nova Scotia bridges because he could not
get Mr. Murphy here? And he charges
the government with dereliction of duty
in not bringing Martin Murphy, the chief
engineer of Nova Scotia, over here to give
evidence. Has the government ever been
asked; was there ever a cull made upon
the government, and if it had been made,
if Mr. Murphy were sick, as the honor-
able gentleman had stated, and if (hat
was the rcason, as Mr. Mwmphy stated,
why he did not come here, then how
could the government of New Brunswick
bring him? He wished to say to his honer-
able friend that he never had communi-
cation - directly or indirectly with My,
Mwrphy or any man, or men, or collection
of men, in the province of Nova Scotia,
with respect to their coming over here
to give evidence in connection with these
bridge charges. (Applause.) And he wish-
ed to say he never in the most remote
manner did anything that would even put

a straw m the way of his
{Hazen's) bringing any witnesses
here, and he could only say that

in view of what he had stated, in view of
the inmuendoes thrown out and the in-
sinuations cast abroad, he would much
prefer to have the men stand belore the
comittee where they can be cross-xamin-
ed, where the evidence can be obtained

irom them in the Ight and
in the shade. (Anplause). That
is  the positon he (Emmerson) liked

to see witnesses in, and he would rather
be condemned by the peopie of this coun-
try by evidence of that ¢haracter, if it
could be secured, than be coudemned by
the hearsay evidence and the extracts
which his honorable friend might insert
in his_speech with respect. to the build-
ing of bridges and manner of doing bus-
ness eleswhere, than he would be by these
insinuations and innuendoes; and he was

time, or mentioned therein, |

-

— —

simply uttering what any man would feel
i constrained to utter. (Applause).

' A man can meet a cha~se if he is brought
!facc to face with bee accusers. That is
| the law of the lané, and that was the old
Jewish law, and 4e (Emmerson) was sure
it would be 7 _finitely more satisiactory
| to himself, .ad certamly more satisfac-
 tory to ¥_e House and to the country, if
i«-vide*,e of that character were brought
. her.; but the honorable leader of the op-
| position seems to be more consoled with
| a grievance than with having the faets
; 0i the case hrovght out. He feels that he

can get more poltical capital
| throughout the country by his
| insinuations and inuendoes and

}.’ui)ings as to his unfair {reatment and his
imability to get witnesses, than le could
by having the evidence which any of the
gentlemen first named could have given
it brought before the comanittee. (Ap-
plause.) He did not purpose going into

|

ltlxe evidence but he would ask honorable

members what had been «discoverd in
the investigation which was not already

. known to this House and to this country?

What evidence had there been adduced
that in any way should make him stand
lefore the people of the country con-
demmued either in h.s public course or in
his private capacity as the head of the de
partment of public works? Has there
iz2en any suspicion thrown upon any of
the transactions in connection with the
affairs of that department in the con-
struction of any of those bridges? Has
there been an attempt even to throw any
such suspicion? Ther was not. What had
been discovered bevond what has been
stated by him time and again on tha floors
of this legislature and in the public aec-
counts committee? (Applavse.) More
than that, does the honorahble leader of
the opposition wish to charge his prede-
cessor in that position with incapacity--
does he wisii th2 people of this country
to bel'eve that before he became leader
of the oppo.ition the publie accounts com-
mittee was impotent and incapable? He
(Emmerson) wished to say to that honor-
able geutleman that every account which
‘he (Hazen) saw in the department of pub-
lic works with respect to the Cusack, Ll
gim and Dcouglastown bridges was beto

the public accounts committee in the year
1895. {(Applause.) And those accounts
“vere accompanied by the certificate of
Alfred Haines, showing that this province
paid for those three bridges ¢] cents per
pound. He had gone before the publie
accounts committee in that year with
every one of those accounts, and had stated
that that was the price paid. .Some honor-
able member of the opposition, in repeat-
ing the speech of the nonorable member
for Sunbury (Hazen), which has becn so
many times repeated in this debate, ha-
said that he (KEmmerson) had stated in a
speech which he delivered in the city
Hall, in, the city of Fredericton, that the
government was paying 63 cents per pound
for these bridges, wholly completed and
erected and ready for traffic, and that
that was the cost of every bridge con-
structed in the province of New Bruns-
wick under the regime of the present ad-
ministration since he had been chief com-
missioner. He wished to state most em-
phatically that he» ne.er made any such
statement. He did in that speech make
reference to the bridges which had been
built since the first three, viz: Cusack,
Elgin and Douglastown, and lre had stated
that they cost about the same. In making
that statement he was referring to the
cost of comstruction, erection and floor-
ing, and he had stated that they cost
about the same as the prices which were
quoted and which had been paid in some
mstances to the upper Canadian bridge
concerns. Com.ng down to a later date--
either in the year 1893 or 1897—he would
say that all the accounts in connection
with the construction and erection of
the Dingee, Saunders Brook and Grand
Manan bridges were produced by him to
the public accounts committee, and thor-
oughly gone into by that committee. He
read from the St. John Telegraph a report
with reference to the public accounts
committee of 1898, stating that every ac-
count in connection with permanent
bridges had bheen laid before the public
accounts commitige, and it was referring
to an occasion when the committee met
in the public works department, and when
every account in the department in con-
nection with the permanent bridges was
brought out and laid on a table and gone
over one by one by the committee. (Ap-
plause.) -He did not consider the testi-
mony of the Gleaner newspaper of much
value, but he felt sure the members of
the opposition would, and this" is what
that paper said in its issue of March 16,
i898: “Hon. Mr. Emmerson then sub-
mitted statements and accounts of the ex-
penditure upon permanent bridges for last
vear.” (Applause.) Then in the issue of
the Gleaner of March 17, Mr. Pinder, a
former member for Yok, is stated to
have spoken of the expenditures on per-
manent bridges, stating that these ac-
counts showed that many prices received
by the Record Foundry Company were
100 per cent. in excess of what they should
be. The guestion of the prices paid for
permanent bridges is no new fad, and the
hon. leader of the opposition can hardly
claim the paternity of this child. He need
not assume all the glory te himself with
respect to these charges, as he apparently
was anxious to do when he addressed the
House, because the gentleman who rep
resented a section of the county of York,
known as Nacawie, conld fairly have claim-
ed to be the first io bring the matter be
fore the people, if he (Emmerson) had not
been. The hon. leader of the opposition,
in order to bolster up his case before the
people of the country, las been obliged to

add to the ecost of the superitruc
ture of the Lefebvie Bridge the
removing  of the piers in the

old bridge. 1fe might explain that there
were two heavy piers in connection with
this bridgze, and that there were break-
waters connected w'th them which h_ad
been constructed in 1878. Later on a wing
had io be constructed, in consequence of
the bridge tilting, and year by year work
had to be done in connection with those
piers. When the contract for the sub-
structure was let there were one centr?
pier and two abutments, and that pier
was built at a point removed from where
the old piers were. The gentleman <who
had the contract for building the new
stone pier had not as a part ol his con-
tract the removal of these old wooden
structures, and no more was it a part of
the contract for the erection of the super-
structure. It was in no way connected
‘with it. The piers were removed in order
to free the currents and prevent injury
being done to the marsh banks, and de-
spite the removal of those piers it has
been necessary this year to build a breast
work around the stone abutments in order
to keep the tide currents of the stream
from undermining and wearing away the
marsh on the western bank of the river,
It was utterly absurd to.charge the cost
of removing these o'd . piers to the cost of
the superstructure, but that is what the
honorable leader of the opposition has
done in order to make a case. (Applause).
!
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it documentg and j and his friend, and had gone around I sure in making that slatement he  was | And it was the same with respect to the
through this province, gone into the pro- |

other bridges. He (Emmerson) was wil-
ling that all the facts should be known,
and he was prepared to take the responsi-
bility for the expenditure that was neces-
sary in the removal of those old piers and
the superstructure of the Mlammond River
bridge. It has been proved beyond any
doubt that we have paid {or the five large
bridges built under the permanent bridge
act of 1896, at the rate oi 62 cents per
pound, erected, completed and ready for
use. (Hear, hcar). At the time these ac-
counts were before the public accounts
committee, he had stated to the committee
that he kad not received Mr. Haines’
certificate as to the weights of the Camp-
bell and Lefebvre bridges, and therefore
could not produce those accounts, but he
stated to the committee, and a few days
latec repeated the statement to the House,
that thcse bridges were paid for at the
rate of 6} cents per pound, the same as
was paid for the Blackville bridge. Then
there were the Nepsisiguit and ‘I'abor
bridges, similar bridges built at a similar
price, and the accounts for these have all
been hefore the public accounts commitlee.
The result of this investigation has sim-
ply been to show what he (Emmerson)
had always stated, that these bridges were
costing 64 cents per pound, and that all
the accounts in connection with them had
been before the public accounts «om-
mittee. If honorable members would re-
fer to the debates for the year 1898, they
would find abundant proof of this state-
ment, and they would find in a speech de-
livered Ly the ex-member for York, Mr.
Pinder, that he stated that the cost was
64 cents per pound. It would also be ob-
gerved that in the course of the debate
the then leader of the opposition, Dr.
Stockton, had entered into a discussion
with him (Emmerson) as to the wisdom
of the course which the government was
pursuing. He (Emmerson) then believed
that policy was in the interest of the
province. e had continued ingthat be-
lief, and the result of the investigation
had been to confirmn him in the belief that
the policy which the government had
adepted in the expenditure of the $400,000
was in the interest of the country.
(Applause). He might explain to the
House that the first three bridges, vig,
the Cusack, Elgin and Douglastown, were
constructed under the permanent bridge
act of 1891, when Hon.  Mr.
Ryan was chief commissioner. In 1892
when he (Emmerson) became chief com-
missioner he carried out the works which
had been begun by Mr. Ryan. Later on,
in 1893, an act was passed authorizing
the province to borrow $400,000 to be ex-
pended in the construction of permanent
bridges. Under that act he had enter:l
into contracts for the construction of the
Blackville, Lefebvre, Campbell, Nepisiguit
and Tabor bridges. The Dingee, Saunders
Brook and Grand Manan bridges had been
commenced in 1895, and the three first
ones had been built in 1833 and 1894. In
1896 a new policy was eptered on, and in
considering the question of the course
which the government would pursue he
had regard, as he had stated before the
comm:ttee, to the experience acquired in
the building of the previous bridges. At
the time he asscmoea ¢ffice there was 210
such thing se the Woodstock bridge, so
far as the superstructure was concerned.
The only man in the department who
could be of any assistance to him as far
as the construction of steel and stone
bridges was concernea was Mr. Haines.
A great deal had been sa‘d about procur-
ing the weights of the Sussex, Salisbury
and Iampton bridges. It was necessary
for him to have the weights of those
bridges in order to ascertain how much
per pound we had paid for them. That
information was not m the department
and he had sent Mr. Haines t) secure
the information as to the weights, and he
brought back a statement of the weights.
No man in the legislature or out of it
cculd deny that Mr. Haines was as capable
of figuring the weights of those bridges
as accurately as anyone in the province
of New Brunswick. He had compared
estimates made by Mr. Haires with those
made by experienced engineers, and the
results did not vary to any material ex-
tent. How he makes up his figures he
(Emmerson) did not know, but Mr. \Wet
more and other engneers who know Mr.
Haines will tell you that he does it ae-
curately, and he does it honestly as well.
Mr. Haines figured up the weights of the
Salisbury, Sussex and Hampton bridges,
and he (Emmerson) had produced those
weights to the committee as evidence of
the fact that he had taken the weights
of thes: bridges into consideration in de-
ciding upon the course to be pursued by
the government in the eonstruction of per-
manent bridges. He had also taken into
consideration the fact that it would be
practically impo:sible e have th:se
bridges properly inspected if built in Up-
rer Canada. He was conscious of the fact
that the Upper Canadian firms were con-
structing bridges for this province and
for the province of Nova Scotia without
any inspection either at the works or dur-
ing erection, and he had learned that it
was absolutely necessary to have such in-
spection if we were to get first class
bridges. lle had learned that there waus
a great difference between bridges con-
structed from pians and specifications
prepared by the company themselves and
those constructed upon plans and specifi-
cations prepared by the engneer, and he
also had in mind the contents of a letter
written by Mr. Phelps Johnson, the man-
ager of the Deonwnion Bridge Company,
in August, 1892, in eonnection with the
sussex bridge. Mr. Johnson wrote as
follows to Mr. Thos. R. Jones, the com:
pany’s agent in this province: “We hand
you herewith papers for the Trout Creek
bridge (Sussex bridge) and would ask you
to tender for the construction of the same;
if built in accordance with the drawing
you sent us, and wwach we return here-
with to you, the price to be $3,500; or, if
built in accordance with the strain arnd
material sheet prepared by ourselves and
herewith submitted, then for the sum of
$2,730.” 1f they built a bridge according
to the plans prepared by the department
they wanted $3.500, but if they were al-
lowed to make their own plans and con-
struct the bridge without any inspection
they would do it for $2,730, or a difference
of $770. (Applause.) Does anyone mean
to tell me that the bridge that would be
constructed by that firm for $2,730 would
be as good as the bridge that would be
constructed from the designs of the de-
partment for $3,5007 (Applause.) He did
not thnk so at the time, and he did not
think so todav. The weight of the Sussex
bridge was 42,000 pounds. which at a cost
of $3.500 would make the price of that
bridge upwards of 813 cents per pound.
(Applause.) And at the price of §2,730
the cost was 6! cenis per pound. That
was the weight furnished by Mr. Haines,
and when he returned those weights hLe
said the material had been rvolled light
and that the weights would not even come
up to his estimate. Honorable members
would find by figuring it up that the price
per pound paid for the bridges constract
ed by Upper Canadian firms was, outsije
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of the last mentioned bridge about the
same as was paid to the Record Found:ry
Company for the three first bridges which
were built by the way of experiment. But
there was this difference—in tne bridges
bu:ilt by the Record Foundry Cempany we
were getting what we expected to wet,
while in the case of those built in the
upper provinces we were not getting a
bridge that was up to the specification.
As an instance of this he might menticn
the Salisbury bridge, in which bridge, as
he had been informed by Mr. Haines,
there was material of irom which should
be of steel. The only inspection received
by the Hampton, Sussex and  Salisbury
bridges was the inspection made by an
officer of the department, who drove a
team loaded with stone out on the bridge
and watched the deflection. If that was
the method which commended itself to
the honorable leader of the opposition and
those associated with him he (Emmerson)
had only to say that he did not agice
with him as to the proper course to be
pursued with respect to the construction
of steel bridges in this provinee. View.ng
it in the light of the evidence it seemed
to him (Emmerson) that the honerable
leader of the opposition had brought these
charges for the purpose of startling the
people ¢i this province, and in order to
mmfluence the people in the approaching
dominion election. Ile seemed to think
that it he could by some means discredit
him (Emmerson) and the government
which he had the honor to lead he would
have accomplished great things—not for
the province—not for the party which he
leads in this legislature, but for that
larger arena where his heart seems ‘o be
set—the arena of dominion politics. (Ap-
plause.) He has shown a zeal and eager-
ness in the proszcution of these charges
almost equal to the zeal and eagerness
shown by his co-worker and proselyte, the
honorable member for Madawaska (l.a-
forest.) (Applause.) He would refer for
one moment to a bridge built at Gray, in
the province of Ontarie, in 1868 by the
Hamilton Bridge Company. It was No.
1098 on the list produced by Mr. Loy. 1t
was a pin bridge with a 40 foot span, and
its estimated weight was 6,830 pounds. The
freight was only $23, the contraet price
was $540, and the price per pound was
7910 cents. (Applause.) It might be
said that the cost of steel was higher in
1808 than it was in 1897, but this very
blue print shows that in 1898 the Hamil-
ton Bridge Company paid $1.77 per hun-
dred pounds, or only two cents per hun-
dred pounds more than was paid for the
steel in the Lefebvre bridge by the Record
Foundry Company, so that the extra cost
of steel could not be and was net a factor
in the construction of this bridge. (Ap-
plause.) He could multiply evidence of
that character, but after all what did it
amount to? He felt sure that the com-
mittee and the House must be convinced
of the fact that in the comstruction of
bridges there are bridges and bridges, as
there are differences with respect to
every other article of merchandise snd
commerce. In arriving at the cost of a
bridge you have to take into comsideration
its character and its design, and you must
also have regard for the surroundings and
all the ecircumstances relative to the site
where the bridge is to be placed. 1f it
were possible for men to divest ther
minds of all political prejudice in consid-
ering the circumstances in connection
with the construction of bridges in this
province by cur own firms, as compared
with the ecircumstances surrounding the
construction of bridges by the Upper
Canad'an firms, they would be forced to
the conclusion that the government of
New Brunswick had adopted a wise and
prudent course in the comstruction of its
permanent bridges. Continuing, Mr. Em-
merson said that he wished to refer to the
attacks which had been made upon him
with respect to his utterances with respect
to these br.dges upon the pubiic platforms.
He wished to say that every word which
he had uttered in the city hall in ‘this city,
in the Opera House in Monecton, from the
hustings in the county of Albert and
from every platform from which he had
epoken, he adhered to in every particular.
(Applause.) 1t had been said that he had
stated that they had got this bridge busi-
ness wcrked down to 1-1200 of an inch.
e never remembered to have made such
a statement, and he did not know that
he was so reported. W he did say was
that the work was required. to be done
to the degree of fineness of 2-109 of ¢n
inch. That statement was made in re-
spect to the Campbell, Blackville, Lefe-
bvre, Tabor and Nepisiguit bridges, and he
still adbered to it. In speaking of the
price of 62 cents a pound he had also had
in mind and referred to those five bridges,
and not to the Dingee, Saunders Brock
and Grand Manan bridges, as it had been
sought to make it appear, He had stated
before the public accounts committee and
in the legislature that the government
had paid more for those three bridges;
that the price of 63 cents did not include
the erection. Although he had been men-
tioning 6! cents a pound membefs need
not run away with the idea that the gov-
ernment was continuing even that price.
Nince 1898 he had been carrying out the
recommendation of the public accounts
committee of that year and had been eall-
ing for tenders in the province for all the
bridges erected since that time, and the
Rockaway, Kingston and Marysville
br.dges have been constructed by tender
and contract. (Applause.) It afforded the
department much gratification to adopt
that course, as it saved a great deal of
trouble. In the amendment moved by
the leader of the opposition it was stated
that he (Emmerson) had given the con-
tracts for the construction of these bridges
to his political friends. He had recited
the circumstances under which th's work
was undertaken and which resulted in
having it done at Moneton and Chatham.
The late Hon. Mr. Mitchell had put forth
every effort to have a company formed
to do the work in Charlotte county, but he
had failed. He (Emmerson) was anxious
to have the work done in the eastern seec-
tion of the province, and so made the ar
rangement with the Record Foundry Com-
pany, but he wished to tell the House and
the country that at the time he made
that arangement the Record Foundry
and Machine Company were his political
opponents. (Applause.) That was in the
year 1803. In 1892 he ran an election in
the county of Albert, and he had in that
election the opposition of Mr. Joshua
Peters, the manager of the Record Foundry
and Machine Company, and Mr. Peters
was not only opposed to himself in the
county of Albert but to the Homn. Mr.
Richard in the county of Westmorland.
(Applause.) His desire was to have the
work done in the province, and if possibie
in the eastern section of the province, if
that could be done consistent with all
other interests. He was not allied to the
Record Foundry and Machine Company
in any way. He simply went to them with
a business proposition, and in doing that
he felt be was acting in the interests of



