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FEAT AR

A BEGINNING :—Horses are already fall-
ing into caves-n of the water and sewersge

treuches.
———p————

Love MaAKEs the world go round, buta
bad cough or cold knocks all the seotiment
out of a person. Adamson’s Botanic Cough
Balsamn will cure the cold, stop the cough,
sod restore the sentiment. 25¢. all Drug-
gists,

ORGANIZED : —At the anunnal meeting of
the Miramicht pilots, beld on Thareday,
Geo, Tait was appointed Chairman and Asa
Walls, Secretary. Robt. J. Walls was re-
appointed Pilot Master. Asa Walls was
chosen for captain of the Princesa Louise

sud Jas, A. Nowlan for the Senator Snow-
ball.

MiraMICHI MARBLE WORKS :—Now is
the time to place your orders for cemetery
work and avoid the spring rush. We have

- now on hand snd comiug one of the largest
stocks of marbie and granite monuments,
beadstones and tablets ever shown on the
porth shore, all from the Istest designs and
worked from the best material the market
can produce. Call and get our prices.

They are right.
JorN d. LawLor & Co.

AR e

TENDENCY OF CATARRH IS TO SPREAD :—
Just a slight matter at fi:st, aud because
slight, veglected ; but the seed sown brings
forth a daogerous harvest, Consamption,
which i+« the harvest of death, Becter upend
a few moments each day inhaling Catarrho-
Zoue, an aromatic aatiseptic that relieves at
once, ciears the nasal passag:s, and restores
lost sense of taste and smell. The immedi-
ate effcct of Catarrhozone is magical, so
prompt aud efficient. Cure is certain and
permapent if you uee Catarrhozove., Price
$1. Small sizes 25¢., at Druggists or Polson
& Co., Kiugston, Oat. Sold by C. P.

Hickey.
kY
Local Sleeping Car Service -Moutreal
axd Ottawa.

Commencing Sunday, March 16th, and
daily thereafter until further advice, a first-
class Sleeper will be attached t. Canadian
Pacific R ilway, train No 7, leaving Wind-
sor Street Station, Montreal, 10.05 p m., for
Ottawa, and commencing Monday, M-rch
17, to train No 8 leaving Ottawa, 4.13 a m.
for Montreal

Passengers from Montreal will be allowed
toremain in car after arrival in Ottawa
until 9.00 a.m

Passengers from Ot awa may board car at
Ottawa, 9:00 p m. evening previous. Dia-
gramof car will be held at City Ticket
Office, Octawa, until 6 p m.; after that
hour diagram will be in charge of Porter of
car at Union station, from whom reserva-
tions may be obtained. Berth rate between
Montreal and Ottawa, $1 50,

A Bad Tongue
indicates a bad stomach, and is usually
acompavied by Headach«, Indig*stion, Sour
Stomach, Constipation and sometimes dali
puvn in the region of the Kidneys. A ready
remedy will be tound in Wheeler’s Botanic
Bitters. At all dealers, only 25 cents.

Holy Week and Bast:r Services in S.
Pauls and S. Mary’s.

— ——

The usnal Morning and Evening Prayers
are said daily in S. Mary’s chapel this week,
and these are celebraticns of the Holy
Eucharist daily, excepting Good Friday, at
7.30 a.m. On Good Friday the usual ser-
vices will be held in S. Mary’s at 11 a.m.
and 730 pm., and in S. Paul’s at 3p m.
On Easter Day there wiil be a celebration
of the Holy Eucharist in S. Paul’'s at 8 a.m ,
and the other services will be as vsual at 11
a.m. aod 7 pomn in S, Mary’'sand at3 pm
in 8. Paul’s. -

The Special offerings on Easter Day wiil
be for the sick and needy, and the Good
Friday offerings will be for Bishop Blyth's
missions among the Jews in Jerusalem and
the East.

_The children’s Lenten Mission Boxes with
Easter offeriugs for Diocesan Missions
should be handed to the Rector this week or
brought to the Sunday School on Sunday
mext.

How to Get up an Appetite.

Distaste for food often foliows Grippe, and
fevers, and is associated with a general
weskness of the system. To impart » real
zsst for food, and give power to the etrmach
to digest and assimlate, no remedy can
mormuue. This is & vew and ata-il-
iug discovery. It strikes at the root of the
discase and by removing the cause, cures
quickly and permagently. Ferroz me wil
quickly enable you to eat and digest any-
thiog. Mr. C, P. Hickey, droggist can tell
you a great deal more ahout Ferrozone, how
it'cares and why 1t cures, Call to-day and
see him,

-——

Mr. Lounbury's Death.

“The "th—not wholly unexpected —of
G. A. Lounsbary, E q., of Newcastle, took
pluce at his residence last Saturday morning.
Very many of our readers knew Mr. Loun:-
bary and admired his well directed push,
energy and euterprise as a business man,
and recognised his value as a public spirited
citizen.
many years ago and, with his business
associates, succeeded to the Johnston agri.
cal.ursl implem nt and machinery busi.e:s
on the North Shore, with headquarters at
Newcastle. Under his gaidance it 1ncreased
and the brightest prospects were iu view for
Mr. Loanebary, when he wae attscked by
eancer. He went to Moatreal for treatment
and had the best medical advice, attendance
snd teader service that money could procurs,

and s ioving fumily sod faithful basiness |

He came to Newcastle not very

Orange band, followed the remains to New-
castle station on Tuesday morning,
they were placed on the Maritims Express
and, at
the Canada Eastern traia, by which, accom-
panied by Mr. Geo. Hildebrand and orher
friends and relatives, they were conveyed to
Fredericton, to be interred at his old home
by the banks of the St. John.

| The Oare of The Feot
is important. The pun and annoyance of
Chi:blaius, Teadcr Feet, Corns,
Iog . owiug Nails. etc.,

may be quickly re-

 water, dry well and apply thorougbly
' Kendrick’s White Liniment. I'ry it and
| see.

- News and Notes.

| of the Grand Cross of the Order of St
- Michael and St. George have been invited
| o the coronation he Canadian Knights
- of the Grand Cross are Lord Minto, Sir
' Charles Tupper, Lord Strathcona, Sir
l Wiifrid Laurier, Sir Richard Cartwright
} and Sir Oliver Mowat. Lord Pauncefote,
British Ambassador at Washington, is also a
Knight of the Grand Cross.

At Kingston, Ont , on Wednesday even-
ing of last week, Judge Price, an official of
Sydenham Street Methodist church, speak-
ing in connection with the church's fiftieth
anniversary, astounded strict disciplinarians
by saying: *I have no sympathy with the
sentiment that says Methodism must aban-
don everything that looks like cathedralism.
I would have a smoking room and billiard
room in the basement, anything not sinful,
if they would bring young men to church.”

When Collector of Customs W. A. Lock-
hart, ot S¢. Johu, upened his mail the other
moroing he found iu & plain envelope, with-
out the name of the sender, a $1,000 green-
back uote. There waus a line stating that

Biunswick.” Collector Lockhart took it for
g'aated that it was couscience money from
some one who had detauded the Federal
revenue, aud placed the amount to the credit
of the Customs revenue. It is a question as
to whether the money shouid not have been
handed over to the credit of the Province.

A society has been organized at the
U. N. B. called the Engineeriog Soziety of
the University of New Brouswick. Its
objects are the promotion of engilveering
Koowledge among the undergraduates and
to act as a bond between the undergraduates
aud the engineers located in the mantime
provinces. The officers of the society are :
Houorary president, Hon. J. B. Snowhall;
president, H. 8. D vlin; vice-presideot,
A. T. Wilson; secretary-treasurer, G. E.
Howie; recording secretary, A. R. Crook-
shsnk.

A despatol of last Friday from St. Paul,
Miun., gives some particulars of the blizzird
which swept over a large area of western
country, ncluding parts of Manitoba on
Saturday, 15th. Fifteen deaths were alreaay
reported from Daikota. The loss of live
stock reactied 10,000 head of sheep, 5,000
head of c-ttle and perhaps five or six huu-
dred horses. On the Great Northern Rail-
road five car loads of valuable horses and a
train lond of catile were frozen to desth in
the cars.

Aun exchange says:— Another case of
smallpox has broken out in the “Holy Ghost
sud Us” Bible school at Shiloh, Me. This
makes the 12ch case at the school, and has
caused mucn avprehension and alarm.

If these cranks were 1n any of our
Miramichi centres, the Boards of Health—
county and town—would isolate their whole
organ-zation until they had ceased to be
vhysically dangerous. Liberty, and even
license, may be, of course, abused to an
almost unhmited extent in oar free country,
-0 long as the plea of religious belief is set
up 10 1ts defence, bat when the smallpox is
mixed up with it, we think we would be
able to promptly draw the line,

A Eig Quarter's Worth

is always found w s bottle of Polson’s
Nerviline, the best household liniment
kuown, 1t cures rheumatisin, nveuralgias,
toothache, headache, sick-stomach, in fact
is goo | for everything a liniment ought to
be good for. Mothers find it the safest
thing to rub on their chiidren for sore throat,
cold on the chest, sprains aad bruises.
Never be without Polson’s Nervilivne. [t
will cure the pains and aches of the eantire
family and relieve a vast amouat of suffering

every year. Sold by C. P. Hickey.

Circuit Court.

———— —

Northumberland Circuit Coart met at
Newcastle on Tuesday, His Honor Mr,
Justice Haniogton presiding.
Notwithstanding the practical cessation of
traffic by the highway and river between the
Chatham aud Newcastle sides, owing to the
uoseasonable freshet and melting of the river
1ce, the majority of the grand jurors present
weie from Chatham and its vicinity having
gene around the night before by train.

The Grand Jury choose Mr. Edwd.
Johonson as ite foreman and, atter being
sworn, was addressed at considerable
length, and in a very interesting mauner, by
His Honor, who referred to the prorperous
coundition of the Province and aiso of the
Dosmivion generally ; congratalated the
couuty ou the selection of Hon. Mr. Suow-
ball—one of 1ty 1eading citizens and business
wen -to fill the office ot Lieutevaot-
Goveroor of the Province, expressel the
belief that Mr. Snowbali was well equipped
in all respects to ably and creditably dis-
charge the dutics of the position ; noted the
general advancement of the couutry ss an
important cent:e of the busiaess and soc:al
acuivity of tae Province, aad joined m the
general regret over the loss the comwunity
had suetained in the death of Mr. G. A,
Lounsbury—one of the members of New-
castle lown council, aud an enterprising and
successful business man of Northumberland.

He referred to the criminal case of the
Queen vs. Stephen Doyle, with which lhe
Grand Jury had to deal, and the facts in
relation thereto, as disclosed in the indiet-
ment. He stated the law bearing on the
G aad Jary’s duty in the matter.

The counts in the indictment were, practic-
ally, for attsmpted rape and indeceut assault.

Alter examining the witoesses for the
prosecution,the Grand Jury found s trae buil
o0 ali 1he counts submitted to them,

Sam. Thomson, Esq., K. C., appesred for
the Crown, and R. A. Lawlor, Eq., K. C,,
for the prisvner.

Doyle was arraigned and pleaded not
guilcy aud after taking sume exceptions to
theadictment in counection with the more
grave count on which the Grand Jury found
agaiust the prisoner, Mr, Lawlor said the
latter would plead guiity to the charge of
1ndecent assauit.

His Honor thought the proposition a
reasonable oue, in view of the youth and
neglected up-bringing of the prisoner, and
Mr. Thomsoa ¢onseatsd, with the leave of
the court, to accept the plea.

His Hooor, afier addreesing Doyle on the
enormity of hie attempted crime, its fearful
cousequences under the criminal code had
be been successiul in his purpose, and the
fact that he might now be seut for two years
to the penitentiary and also flogged, sen-
tenced him to three years in the Provincial
Retormatory, expressing the hope that the
mercy extended to him might turn him fiom
his evil ways.

An application was made in the case of
John Fidelle vs. Eiteen Ferris, for an order
to imprison defendant for noo-payment of a

where

Chatham Junction, transferred to

Buaaions, |

lieved and cured by bathing well with warm |

It is learned officially that all the Knights |

the note was “*For the Provioce of New

' Tar, Honey and Wild Cherry,
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The Flood and Destruction Wrought
at Doaktown.

The Apvance’s Doaktown correspondent,
writing on Mounday, says:

\We have bal a week of intense interest in
our village. Last summer’s droug:t was far-
reaching in its inflience on this season ; the
low waser of last fall cesused the river to
freeze almost to the bottom, and the ice was
.of unusual thickness. Seversl thaws after-
' wards flowed over the ice, fre«zing and add-
ing to 1ts power for doing mischief. The
spring threatened to be ecarly and bring a
' bigh freshet,

The rising of the river began early in
M:rch and kept steadily coming up. Work
on bridges under repairs were pushed with

|

vigor, espcialy the highway bridge at |

Doaktowon, Mr. Aviridge working his men
| early and late and through all maouoer of bad
{ weather.
| Last Tuesday the last bolt was driven

under water and while teams were hurrying,
- hauling rock for ballast, low rumblings and
. erackings were heard as warnings of what
| was coming. FPart of the ice started and ran
under the ice below the bridge. Mr,
Attridge procured dynamite and shook the
ice in that quarter which was very apparent
by the large fissares and rents showing up
after the explosions.

There was intense anxiety lest the up-
river ica should come down before the jam
at the bridge would go. Already, one of the
arches of the R. R. bridge, located a short
distance above the highway bridge, was cut
off by the movemens which had taken place.
A message was sent to Chatbam for more
dynamite, but there was none to be had.

In the meantime a team was sent to
Boiestown, as railway communication was
‘cut off. It returned with several huodred
weight, but the jam started at 9 o’clock.
As preparations were being made to shake it
up, it went with a rush and a roar.

Both bridges shook and trembled, the
ice piling up over sheers and piers and
threatening to come over the floor of the
foot bridge. The vew work astood the
shock, but another arch was cut off the
R. R. bridge. About 9 o’clock next day a
telephone message came from up river
giviog warniog of a jam several miles long
that hed started.

Many people gathered to see the bridges
carried away, The jam came with a rash
like the Johnstown flood, backed up by a
wall of water with the wreck of Porter’s
Cove Bridge, fenciog, boards, trees, saw-
logs and sheer-booms, the latter being very
dazgerous, as they were strung together by
heavy chains,

The water came up and overflooded all
the farmy, carrying away fencing and tearing
up the land, breakivg off trees and uprooting
whatever came in its way. Io many places
the river left ite bed and took other courses,

Mr. Hovey’s cattle was drowned in the
barn. Mr. Lucas’ bain was moved and
dsmaged with ice. Many lost their winte:’s
logging operations. Tne extent of dumage 18
vot known yet. For three hours the new
work on the biidge stood the assault.
Another arch was cut off the railway bridge.
The foot bridge showed many marks of the
pounding it had endured, but it held out.
Some of the wreckage at Porter’s Cove
bridge lodged obo the wnorth pier and also
some theer booms. These helped to try the
bridges’ strength by swinging and see-sawing,
but they were finally battered to pieces by
the poundiug ice and left the blocks clear
again,

Towards evening, two young women were
being ferried over from the railway embank-
ment in a canoe and were upset. There
were three men with them. They all
reached a stranded cake of ice where they
managed to haong oo for a time, and fioally
reached some fence posts and, by the aid of
the section foreman, Mr. William Robicson,
who eocouraged them to hold on until a
boat was procured by Herman Attridge and
Mr. Bartlett, they were rescued.

The railway track between the bridge
and station was displaced for quite a
distsnce. A large force of men is now
putting it in its place. Some of the old
work of the foot bridge wa« toru off, but a
few dollars will make it right.

Never, in the memory of the oldest person
here, was the ice known to go with auch
violence. Usually, the sun reduces its
strength before it moves, but the sudden
rise of water and great thickness of the ice,
and lack of sunshine combined to add to its
power for destruction.

The government deserves hearty thanks
for streagthening the foot bridge and having
the work begun in time. Had it been put
off until the usual spring repairs are made
on sach bridges, we would have lust & very
valuable public work, not readily replaced.
A good deal ot ics stiil flosts down, but the
water has abated, leaviog much debris in ite
track. The flood wiil iong be remembered,
and its cff-cts felt for many years by the
havoc wiought in its course.

Coughs that Irritate

and it flame the throat, loss of voice, Bron-
chisl and Asthmatic Coughs, promptly re-
leved with The Baird Company’s Wine of
This prepar-
ation 18 highly recommended for Puablic
Speakers and Singers. *'lt clears the throat.”

—————

THEE LEGISLATURE.

WeEDNESDAY, 19TH :—Mr. Rassell, from
the Aygricultural Committee, reported as
tollowe : —

1st. Your committee has been ioformed
that a démand h+s been made from nearly
all sectious of the Province for an imporca-
tion of pure bred horeee, and your comuittee
feel that at the presens time nothing could
be done which would be of more general
benetit to the Province, and would recom-
mend the importation of a few of the very
bzst horses obtaineble of the draft and
general purpose classes.

2ad, That we, the Agricaltural Commit-
tee, express our general satisfaction with
regard to the successful and sstisfactory
| results obtatned by and rerulting trom the
| establishmect of a Department of Agricul-
| ture, the developmeut of the dairy business,

the great reform iu flour manufae -ure, and

the oiganization of Farme's’ Inetitutes and

disseminating of agricuitural kuowledge, for

the last five years, by this department.

- 3rd. Your Committee, having carefully
examined into the hne of work carried on by
the Maritime Stock Breeders’ Association at
the Winter Fair, hell at Amherst, Nova
Scotia, in December last, (as reported in the
Agricu'tuaral Report) belisve it would be n-
the best interest of the Provinve ¢ have the
Fair made an annual event, and would
recommend such assistang b-ing given the
Asnociation as would enable them to do wo.

And your Committee ask leave to make a

- fur:her report.

. Hon. Mr. Tweedie presented the return of
the rea! and personal estate and indebted-
ness of the town of Newcastle,

- Mr. Baz:n moved for a detailed statement
of the expenditure in connection with the
Royal visit in Ootober last. Hoo. Mr.
Tweedie said the information would be
furnished without the formality of an

, address,

| The House went into committee of the
whole, Mr. Porter in the chair, in coasider-
stion of the act respecting investments

' by trustees. The bill was amended by strik.

asgnciates coald render, [t was all unsval- - jadgment snd fraudulently disposiog of his ing out the clawses relating to present
fug, however, for the end that eould uot be | property. After defendant had becn sworn ;. gtmeuts,

aver-ed came, to the irrep-rible loss of the | ia the forepoon, and sn adjournmeot of |

Hon. Mr. Tweedie submitted the annual

family and the commun'y’s gene sl reuret | the coart took place until the afternoon, the ' ,o,0ct of the Univeraity of New Branswick

Members of Newe stie Town Counel of
which he wa< a m=mhe , of N .rthamborisnd
Masonic Lodge aud of the Foresters, as we'l

; a8 uther citigenr, led by the Newcestle

parties made g settlement.
Qo reassembling, therefore,

ed aine die

no other
basiness being presented, the Court adjourn.

" with calendar and other documents.

HON, MR. TWEEDIE'S BUDGET
SPEECH

Premisr Tweedie, ax Provincial Secretary,

submitted his estimates for the current fiscal
year and made his budget speeeh. The
items submitted were as follows : —

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS, 1902,
Nominion subsidies.... .... Ea b 18 S $495,320 18

Eastern Extension claim balance ...... 6,540 00
Territorial revenue.......c.ccee cvsccenss 195,000 00
Fees. provincial secy’s offica.... ........ 10,000 00
Private local bill8 ......covevivee connrnae 1,000 00
Taxes incorpirated companes.......... 25,000 00
Successionducion. ... .....oo0iiiereiiinns 25,000 00
King’s printer.......cc.oiuiiiaronanannnns 1,000 00
Lignor licenses...... c.cveiiiaiicnenens 21,500 00
Miscellaneous receipts ........ i ot - Gse 1,000 ,00
Refumd from Dominjon goverament on

fishery leases .........cecovavacanccs 8,000 00
Proceeds of 10an fund to cover smallpox

OXPONBOS .....coeveneanasnnn AR 0,000 00
Balance at credit of current revenue Ac-

, countOct, 31, 1901 .......cccuvvnnenss 26,356 56
ity NS ETT Rel TN TSy 19 $355,676 74
Estimated expenditures ................ 805,767 18
} N PR VNS S T SR O P $ 49,909 56
| ESTIMATED kKXPENDITURE, 1902,
Administration of justice .............. 8 17,050 00
DU - aiiiiosinseennvhiiesane aans oi 20,125 00
AN BIIE . ... ..o ciabiiteaiiese 2,400 00
Boys® Industrial Home......coc00ev 2vns 1,000 00
Contingoncles ........ cococccccssnosscse 14,000 00
Deaf and Dumb Institation.............. 500 00
DS - oo chiinghsrucnes vanliouiiban 204,644 48
DU s nitn s iin o0 sae oo K ad Tae s 00y 750 00
b xecutive government ........ ceecane .. 30,250 00
Fisheries protection .......e..oe coceeee 1,500 00
Fi<h fair Campobello.........ccovvenians 200 00
| Free grants 8Ct . .....ce.ove concvoncanncs 2,000 00
Game protection .........ccovvencnnncens 7 000 00
Provincial museum........coco0e-veneses 3,000 00
Interest bonded debt, ete.......cccvu.nne 128,000 00
i Immigration ..........cccc0000000000000 8,000 00
| EOBISIBLAM® ...c0c.cc00cccnnnonscnnnrns e 20,477 50
| Lunaticasylum......cecoveienvacacacnns 54.419 94
F RS - 0o ca v onabansssinsonsaviansoobose 3,500 00
| Natural history socieies ... .... 400 00
| Historical SOCIOLY . veve.vcuvavers-vuees 125 00
| Protectioucrown lands......covncavecess 1,200 00
T PG BN .....ccccoondsssnscosassnve 8,620 00
Pablle DOBPIAIS ..co..ootiicasivoniansuse 8 200 00
Publicprinting.......ceccieeeiiecnnannns 11,0(_)0 00
Public WOrkS.......ccoc00ecicacncass ane 194,350 00
Kefunds crown (ands........cocvvneinne « 200 00
Surveys and railway inspection.......... 3 000 00
Stumpage collection ......oeevieecnaans 9,500 00
Unforseen expenses ..........coceeenvans 2000 00
Linpecial Insatute..... .....ciiineviennss 250 00
Tourist associations ....... ... et oy 2,00 00
Eastern Extension, expenses of arbiora-

R R ergci o 11,788 00
Royal reception .......... A bbb adbivity 28,487 26
Sportsmen’s show, Boston... .... " 500 00
Ageut general for N. B ........c.connen 1,000 00

T AR G R i S i e $805,767 18

Houn. Mr. Tweedie smd: I am giad v be
able to coungratulate the people of New
Brunswick on 1ts coutinued prosperity.

THE PAST YEAR
was a fairly prosperous ove in all lines of
industry, mn lumbering and mining and
with iegard to agricuiture, it was also a
successful year, except on the north shore
where the dry weather—for i1t was the
dryect season for a quarter of a century—
juterfered with some of the crops. The
farmers of New Brunswick are so be con-
gratulated on the great strides they are
mak.ng in their chosen busiuess. The cou-
trast between their present ocondition aud
that which existed a few years ago is indeed
remarkable. No one could have contem:
plated that the market should become so
ex:ended that they would be sending hay to
South Africa. We have seen

| AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT GOING ON IN

EVERY DIRECTION,
and I am sure the goverument has good
reason to be proud of its agricultural policy,
which has bsen s0 thoroughiy successful.
Whatever the opposition may say against
the government, they caobot attack its
agrisultural policy successfully, for we
know, and they know, that the farmers of
the proviuce are in favor of it. Whenever
we have goue to the people, in Kings county
or elsewhere, we have never losc an election
for the past two years. : :

After further reference to this mubject,

the premier ssid :
THE LUMBER POLICY,

“‘With regard to lumber, the policy of the
goverument hss been equally sucoessful,
The past year has been favorable to the
lambermen. Markets have been good and
their condition is greatly changed from what
it was a few years ago when some of them
were haviog & hard time. Some people say
that we have unduly favored the iombermen
but the lumber industry is one that
deserves good treatment because it gives the
country a great deal of revenue. Last year
I estimated that the territorial revenue of
the province would be §185,000, but it went
up to $200,000. The government while:
giving the lumbermen every reasonable
advantage has been most careful %o guard
the public interests.

COMBINES NOT TOLRRATED.
“Some time ago we had a orown land
sale at which the timber areas offered
were sold for the upset price. This was
the result of a combination such as the
government was unable to prevent. Yet
for this the government was bitterly at-
tacked in the opposition papers. They
undertook to criticise the surveyor general,
the attorney general and myself for neglect-
ing the public interest and letting the lands
go at the set price. They showed that a
large sum had been lost by this sale. Bat
while they were writing criticism the gov-
ernment was acting. Within ten mioutes
after the sale had been held the surveyor
general gave notice to the partiea that it
would be caocelled. The land was sold
again at a later period and the government
got $12,000 or $15,000 as a result of this
sale. Yet the newspapers which had at-
tacked the goveroment never apologized for
makiog those false statements and never
gave the surveyor general any credit for his
action,
ADVANTAGES OF THE 25-YEAR LEASES,

“‘The governmeut is certainly to b2 con-
gratulated on its policy in granting leases to
lamberman for 25 years, Uader this system
the lumberman is in a far better position
thao when he was merely a tenact from
ywar to year. He can now get credit at the
bauks on the faith of his lease for it is a
valuable asset. Bat some of our oppooeats
say we are locking up the land against the
poorman. There is nothing in that comten-
tion. The man who has the most money
whether the lease is for one year or for
twenty-five will always get the property.
QOae particalar in which the policy of long
leases has been of the greatest benefit is in
regard to protection {rom fire. The lessees
of timber lauds are careful to protect them,
and last sessoan, although the dryest on
record, was wholly exempt from fires in the
‘timber areas of the provincs. There were
fires near the line of 1ailway but not one fite
in the great forests. This was due wholly
to the protection affsrded by the vigilaoce
of the lessees and of the officers of the gov-

ernment.
PULPWOOD LEASES,

leases has proved a success with respects to
the lumbermen, claims are made that for
the pulp mills the leases should be for a
longer period. It is admitted that the
spruce of New Brunswick is th: best wood
in the world for making pulp, sad E.glisk
capitaliste are willing to invest large sums
here in pulp mills if they fiad the coanditions
to suit them. They c¢.mplain that our
loases are not long enough aad that where a
man or a eompaay iavests $1,000,000 ina
palp mill he should have a better guarantse
of the permanence of the supply of wood
than is to be had in a twenty years’ lease.
The problem is oune of some difficalty. I am
in correspoudence with a Loundon firm that
desire to build a costly pulp mill on the
north shore. My owa view is that oom
panies building pulp mille should have s
certain guarantee of the permanence of their
supply of woed. In Qaebec the lumber
lands sre held in perpetuity and o long as
the lesses pays the rent he is able to hold on
to his land.
VALUABLE ASSETS OF THE PROVIN CE.

“Speaking of lumber lande I might say

that there is no provioce of the dewinion

“While the policy of tweuty-five yoars |

that possesses a more valuable asset than we
have in our forests. In msking up tho ' were issued—$§10 539; for the cire of the
' balance sheet of the provinee in the suditor nesne, §14,928; totsl, $71,661 on Tour it-me
generai's report, ng meation i made of our alone, Add to this for intereat oo the pabiie

lumber lande as an asses Yot they could
be easily sold for from $10,000,000 to
$12,000,000 With sn asset like that it is
absurd to say that the country is going to
the dogs.

“Our tisheries are another asset which are
worth at least balf a million doilats, and
we have ove of the greatest game countries
in the world.

NEW BRUNSWICK'S SOUND FINANCIAL CON-
DITION,

““With respect to its financial coondition
our province stands as well as any provioce
of Canada, and it psys out larger sums for
ite services in proportion to its population
than almost any other provinae,

MINING INTERESTS,

Mr. Tweedie next turoed h:s attention to
the mining resources of the province acd the
neceasity for their development. He read a
letter from a gentlemen interested in the
miaing enterprises, particu'arly of Memram-
cook, pointiog out the necessity for the
province prosiding improved driling facli-
ties and making tests as a proundwork and
encouraygement for private miniug enterprise.
The letter referred to concluded as foilows :

“We have minerals in the province of
New Bruuswick with ut sny questiou sud
the government should keep 10 view the
fact that a !arge source of the'uture revenues
of the proviuce l.es in this direcsion. |
often think it might be well if we would
clip « few p.ges ouc of the Australisn gov-
ernmeat plau, where, I believe, the goveru-
ment keep hundreds of these driils contin:
'uwatly 10 operation probiug up the mineral
‘section of their country, which information
is distributed broadcast to their people,
thereby giving an actual data on which to
prospect snd open up minss,”’

Coutiouing, Mr. Tweedie said :

“There is a great deal in that letter
worthy of attestion. This province is a
diffl :ult one to prospect, because of it being
80 heavily timbered, but for the future the
goverument will see that this work is
properly done.

DEVELOPMENT OF COAL-MINING,

*“The governinent has been diligent iv
promoting the work of developing the ocoal
areas of Qaeens and Saabury counties.
Owing to the assistance given last year to
the New Brunewick Coal and Railway
Company in a few months the first 15 miles
of the railway from Chipman to Newcastle
will be completed and the coal brought
withino reach of a ready market.

THE INTERCOLONIAL HAS ALREADY ORDERED
60 000 TONS OF THIS COAL,

The Canadian Pacific and other railway
companies a-e ready to take it, so the
market forit is assured. I thiok we may
fairly claim credit for taking held of this
matter in an effective fashion. So far, the
methods of mining in that district have been
primitive—ma:nly by means of stripping.
115 TON EXCAVATOR.

The company have been examining »
machine made in [llinois for mining by
stripping. It is called the Butler excavator,
sod in Illinois is used on a five-foot seam of
coal covered by 10 feet of earth. In Queens
couuty, the seam is from 22 inches to 32
ioches thick. The company have had the
patentee of this machine in Queens and he
said that with it he could place in St. John
coal of the very finest quality and 1a the
best conditiou. These machines are costly,
are heavy, weighing about 115 tons each,
aod to operate shem successfully they
require a large area to work upon so that
they may go straight ahead for a mile or
two. The company are now looking ous for
stripping grounds suitable for them to work
upon.

CANCELLATION OF RESTIGOUCHK LEASES,

Reverting to the subject of combines, Mr.
Tweedie said :

“The other day a sale of fishing leases
took place on the Restigouche and it was
discovered that a wealthy corporation, the
Restigouche Saimon Club, had made s
bargain with other parties to preveat com-
petition. The goveronment promptly vacated
the sale, yot we are told that we are nof
attending to the public interest. The truth
is that everything is being looked after by
the government in a business-like way.

GOVERNMENT HELPED BY OPPOSITION
QUIRIES.

Proceeding, Mr. Tweedie referred to the
numerous notices of enquiry given by the
opposition, and the replies thereto, which,
he said helped the government, for shey
showed that it had nothing to conceal and
shat the country’s business was being well
attended to. “IL,” said he, ‘“‘we mauke s
mistake we are willing to admit it; we do
not claim to be infallible and when a man
becomes & member of the government his
capacity does not increase to such an extent
as to make him always right,”

EN-

THE HICKMAN HAND-BOOK
was next referred to, Mr. Tweedie saying
that it bad materially sssisted in bringing
hundreds of immigrants of a dJdesirable class
to the province.

MR. HAZEN'S KINGSTON SPEECH.

The other day I reforred to the figures
given by the leader of the oppositian i hie
speech at Kingeton in regard to the increase
of the debt of the province. He knew very
well that long before this government came
iato power legislation providing the railway
subsidies was on the statute book. When
compautes came forward offering to build
railways under these subsidy acts, we had
no choice but to grant them. We are not
responsible for the policy which added so
much to the debt of the province.

Mr. Hazen—*“What do you call this; »
new government or a continustion of the
old ¥’

Hoo. Mr. Tweedie—'‘I call this a new
government, but [ am willing to be respon-
sible for my acts while a member of the
former gevernment. The leader of the
opposition in his Kingsten speech, by a
aystem of averages for 15 years from eenfed-
eration to the year 1882, arrives at the
covclusion that the prnvincial revenue pro-
vides an increased amount for provincial
purposes as compared with the revenue from
1884 t» the present time making his figures
$158,024. Without teating the socuracy of
the statemeut upon which he bases this
cooclusion or sdmitting the ocorrectuess of
his system some glaring and very obvious
‘omissions may be detected. He entirely
igaores the fact that for 10 years out of the
firet 15 the sum of $63,000 additional was
received from the dowmioion as provided by
the British North America act. Again, he
takes the territorial revenue for 15 years
aod places it agaivet the territorial revenue
for 18 years and finds that there has been an
increase of §1,111,609, Certainly, in the
plan pursued by him.vo get an average he
should nave taken equal periods. Applying
these two correctious we got $63,000 for 10
years—$630,000 —proportion of territorial
revenue for three years at an average of
! $137,182, a year $411,547, making oo just
| two items $1,041,547, deducting this amount
{ from the whole amouat as given by Mr.
Hszen as the increased income, viz. : $2,-
.| 848,469, we get $1,806,922, or an average of
about $100,000 oo the opposition plan of
fijuring.

THE OTHER SIDE.

“Now it will he interesting to look at
the other side of the account. From 1884
to 1901, a period of 18 years, the province
has paid an average yearly increase as

for education, $36,362; for agriculture,
| $9,832 ; for roads and bridges and public
works— not including those for which bonds

compared with the 15 years down to 1882

debt iucarred in 1882, and before under
several railway subeidy acts, $46,360, mak-
ing a grand total of $118,021. As the leader
of the opposition has made use of services
that have dropped out, to swell the available
income since 1882, it is only fsir to remem-
ber services that have dropped in during
that time, viz.: Game protection, $13,675;
fisheries protection, $1,100; forest protection,
$1,200; historical and natural history socie-
ties, $900; hospitals, $6,100; fish fair,Campo-

Imperial Iostitute, $243; total, $25,419.
These latter items are obtained from the
acceunts of 1901. I think

THEKE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION SHOULD
HAVE BEEN MORE CAREFUL

in his statements, at Kiogstoon. Perhaps he
will explain that his speech was not intended
for a deliberative body, but was a mere
school bouse speech. Still, it was his duty
to atate things fairly and preperly and not to
juggle with the tigures, for if the day should
ever come that he is leader of the govern-
meet, the people will lose respect for him if
he should adopt a similar plan of dealing

with figures.
THE REAL QUESTION,

These new services that are costing so
much money are all necessary. A govern-
ment cannot be run as economically as it
was 50 years ago. The expenses of house-
helde have increased and so have the ex-
penses of the province. The point 1s, do
the people demand the expenditure and are
we expending the money properly? If the
people demand it and the money is properly
spent there is nothing more to be said,

HOW THE PEBT WAS INCURRRD,

*In reference to the increase of the debt
and interest, of course one follows the other.
The largest item in the debt is of course the
bonded debt which, at the end of the last
fiscal year, amounted to $3,291,846. The
responsibility for this debt may be divided
as follows : Incurred by she governments of
New Brunswick from confederation to the
year 1883, $2,224.566 ; incurred by the
government from 1883 to 1901, $1,067,280.
Tne amount for which the government from
1883 to 1901 is responsible i1« made np as
tollows : Bridges, $824,280; grain elevator
and wharf, St. Jobn, $17,000; Lunatic
Asylum, $10,000 ; Dufferin-Eatun wharf,
$3,000 ; raiiway sabsidies under 54 Vie.,
chap 11, $208,000 ; total, $1,067,280.

““Now, which of these items of expendi-
ture will the leader of the opposition aay
was improper ?  After all his Kiogston
speech, I challenge him to say that any of
the vpposition ever raised their voice against
thess expenditures. Will th:y say that this
mouey should not have been expended in
buildiog new bridges ? Will they say shat
we should not have given var assistance for
the grain elevator of St. John ? Should the
lunatic asylum been left as it was and the
mest helpless and hopeless portion of the
community been thus neglected ? Which of
the railway subsidies will, they say should
uot have been given ? The people demanded
these expenditures and the government
could not refuse them.

LAST YEAR'S ESTIMATES,

The Premier proceeded to compare last
year’s transactivns with the estimates,
showing that a f[air approximate had been
wade by him in the lsst badget speech.
There had been a decrease of $74 822 1u the
nec debt. Referring to the Eastern Exten-
si0n claim mooey, he said :—

“‘Some ¢lvim that the Eastern Extension
sward should never bave gone into curreut
revenue, but, as I bave already explained 1n
this house, it came out of current revenue
and therefore should go back to current
teveaue. I observe by the public accomnts
of Nova Soutia that the same thing was done
a that province. It will be observed that
a portion of the award was held back by the
goveroment of Canads. This was dene by
reason of a claim made by ene Bertha
Aunderson, of Saskville, for land saken. I
aot aware that any proc:edings had been
taken against the douminion government by
thia lady, bat the minister of justice advised
the minister of railways to hold back the
sam of $5,000 and $1,129 for interest. I
claim thas the provinoe is not liable for soy
land that was taken and that the railway
deparcment had no right to hold back this
money. Io any case the government of
New Brunswick was sble to meet any
respousbility arwsing ous of this ciaim and
chat the full award should have been paid.

SMALL-POX EXPENDITURE.
Comparing expenditures of the province
with the estimaies, Mr. Tweedie went at
some length over the different items, explain-
ing them fully. Oan the subject of the
small-pox expenditure he said :

““For public heaish the amount of the
estimates, including the smallpox, was
$11,000, while the expenditure reached
$12,548 ; of this sum $10,943 was paid for
smallpox expenses. A large claim will yet
be laid agammst the government oo this
aceount. We have assisted the municipal-
ities in fighting the smallpox epidemie on
the basis of paying one-half. It would cost
an enormous sum if we had undertaken to
pay the whole and we think that the
municipalities should pay part, not only in
equity, but becanse it will give them a direct
interest 1o keepin‘ the expenditure within
reasonable limits.’

It being six o’clock, Mr. Tweedie moved
tbe adjournment of the debaste umtil to-
morrow, Thursday.

HOSPITALS, LUNATIC ASYLUM, ETC.
Renuming on Thursday, Mr. Tweedie
referred to the expenditure for hospitals and
o the good work they were doiog. He
regretted the cireumestances whish had
necessitated the appointment of a commis-
si0n to enquire into cumplaints against the
general public hospital at S . John, and
hoped the result would be beneficial from a
public standpoiat, :

He mentioned the Proviacial Lunatic
Asylum as one of the best managed and
most efficient iust.tations of the kind exist-
iog. After dealiug with the legislative
expenses he passed on to the

PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURE
which had been es:imated at 296,077, and
incladed an over-expenditure of $102,277
from the previous year.

For roads and b.idges there was $165,000,
for steam navigation $9,00v, for public
buildings $17.000 and for miscellaneous ex-
penses $2 850. Some people have charged
the goverument with extravagauce in respsct
to thisitem. A large amount had to be
expended to mees emergencies caused by
the carrying away of bridges by the heary
rvius, The goverament was not respoansible
for these disasters, I regret to say that the
preseut rain is likely to do a great deal of
damageall over the province, and we have
news from many eounties of bridges being
carried away. Every county is suffering
from the same cause. Few people are aware
of the vast amount of work which has to be
done by shis department, or of the great
number of bridges whieh it has to maintain.

GREAT ROADS AND BRIDGES

I have in my hand a statement showing
the number of miles of great roads in each
county, the number of bridges and the
length of bridge work and the great roads of
each county which I will read :

Length of
Miles of No. of Bridge
Road. Bridges, Work,
County, Feet,

I s 5640 tme o ¢ 2 128 52 6,223
Carleton .............134 8% 10,702
Charlotte ............ 202 86 5,940
Gloucester ........... 127 53 20,158
B 5 5 vian - vo s shas mn 54 12,269
RS 190 o1 4,181
Madawaska ..........102 81 9,072
Northumberiand...... 251 132 25,004
Queens . ............ 176 83 12,896
Kestiguuche.......... 111 69 9,411
B I oo oo v it e ¢ 75 64 4,738
R «cisiin sy 103 46 4,913
T oo aon o . 1565 52 6,013
Westmorland ........218 95 16,454
B oo copisen it ne sl 119 15,3584
Totals .......... 2,345 1,166 166,362

“This statement will open the eyes of
mauy persons and enable them to under-
stand better the difficult position of the
ohief commissioner who has to take care of
| 80 many roads and bridges. Ia addition to
these bridges ou the great rosds, the public
wo:ks department estimates the number of
bridges in bye-roads at 2,833, so that the
total number of bridges in New Brunswick
| s 4,000. Thie includcs 45 steel bridges.
' No person is responsible for the state of
| thinge which eXxists Lodsy 10 conscquence of
' the heavy rains but it is our duty to meet
| the emergency which nh.s arisen, for any
 break in our loes of commun:cation isa

matter that must be taken hold of vigorous-
~ly. 1 thiok the chiet commissioner of the

board of works is to be coogratulated for
' being able to keep his expeunditure within
reasvuable boun<s aud to satisfy every one.
Uuder the 1tem, Tourwt Association, there
18 an entimate ot $2,000, which was dis-
tibuted aa tulluws : Bay Chaleur, §500; N.

ballo, $200; Tourists’ Association, $2,000; |
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Woodenware.

This is the season of the year
for all kinds of house-cleaning
supplies and we recommend our
Stock of

WASHBOARDS, BUCKETS,
BROOMS, TUBS
and

ALL KINDS OF BRUSHES.

SALT.

WINDSOR SALT. We offer
an excellent article in this line in

TINS, BOXES, BARRELS,
AND SACKS.

BEANS.

We have a car load of
PRIME BEANS LANDING.
(In barrels.)

Marmalades '

April is a good month for
MARMALADE.
CoSSE & BLACKWELL'S is the best.

For The Easter Trade

6 Barrels Smoked Hams, 8, 10 & 12 Ibs.
Roll Bacon,
Breakfast Bacon.

Eggs! Eggs! Eggs

and Jams.|

English Spices.
It has always boo:;bout that we eell
none but the very best
ENGLISH SPICES.

A FULL LINE NOW IN STOCK.
MORE TO ARRIVE.

TAPIOCA.

A very popular article at all seasons.
OUR STICK TAPIOCA AT |Qc. PER
LARGE PACKAGE IS JUST

THE THING.

ARMOUR'S
Canned Goods.

Here are a few new lines that ought to
interest our best grocery trade;

CANNED CORN BEEF, VEAL LOAF,
HAM LOAF, CHICKEN LOAF,

OX TONGUE, LAMB TONGUE,

POTTED HAM, POTTED TONGUE,

STAR SLICED BACON AND ARMOUR'S
MINCE MEAT IN PACKAGES.

Jelly Powders.

We have in stock a full line of
PURE GOLD JELLY POWDERS,
a popalar table delicacy at all seasons of the

We always keep it in stock.

year,

The usual Canned Goods:
ETC.,—3 for 25c¢.

CANNED PEAS, BLUEBERRIES

THE J. B. SNOWBALL GO'Y . LTD.

B. Aesociation, St John, $1,000 ; Frederic-
ton Association, $500. Tnese associations
want a larger grant, but I fear they wili
bave to be satislied with the same amount
this year as they had last. I thiuk that it
would perhaps be better that these associa-
tions would amalgamase and work together,
by doing so they would be able to arrange a
better programme of tourist travel covering
the different portious of the province. 3

CURRENT YEAR'S TRANSACTIONS. |
Mr. T'weedie next took up 10 detail the
estimates of receipts and expenditures of the
currsnt year as laid on the table, explaning
the several items of the ordioary expead:-
tures proposed. After referring fully to
these he said :
The new grantsio the estimates of thie
year are for Eastern Extension arbitration,
$11,738 ; royal reception, $23,487 ; Sports-
men's show, Boston, $500, and
AGENT-GENERAL IN LONDON,
$1.000 Cooncerning thie lsst 1tem, some
years ago we gave the agent-general this
same amount. He receives no salary and
has been put to a large expeuse, s0 we think
it only right to reimburee him. He 19
indefatigsble in his efforts to promote the
interests of this province, Every tew days
we receive letters from him on matters of
importance connected with its welfare and
we feel that his valuable services should be

roperly recogn'z-d.
. T‘l,:.o mor the Sportsmen’s shor in
Boaton to is cover the expense of sending &
New Brunswick exhibit, This was strougly
arged upon us by the Tourist Aassociation
and others, and I hope it may have a
beneficial effsct in
BRINGING SPORTSMEN TO THE PROVINCE.
New Brunswick is becoming well known as
& sporting coantry ; the receipts from game
licenses ars every year incressing and the
people everywhere show s disposition to
protect the game. I need not oxpl,ln
farther in regard to these items. With
regard to stock importation. what we pio
pose to do wil be told when the bill for
that purpose comes before the house. The |
commissioner for agriculture will then have
an opportunity of explamiug his plans.
“Now that I have gone over the d.fferent
items, I do not know that I have anything
more to say except to ask honorable
members to give the estimates most carefal
censideration, I rely on the busicess men
of the house to see that the figures that I
have given are correct. I have shown, I
think, that the affairs of the province are in
a fairly prosperoas condition.
CLAIMS ON THE DOMINION, 3

“We have now a prospect of receiving
from the dominion goveroment a very large
sum which we claim on account of our
tisheries. I have no doubt that this claim
is one that will be recognized and that in a
short time it will be paid. It is not always
easy to have claims recognized by the gov-
ernment of Canada. The Eastern Extension
money was obtained only by costinually
pressing the matter upoa their attention.
We wiﬁ follow the same course with regard
to
THE FISHERY CLAIM
and will not rees until we get this matter
settled. I expect that we will receive from
that claim more than $2 000,000 Then we
have the better terms movement as outlined

by the Quebec resolution. We expect that
the dominion government will treat us fairly
in this matter. After confederation, the
total expenditure of Canada was only sbeut
$12.000 000 » year. Now, the expenditure
1 $46,000 000.
WHILE THE'R EXPENDITURE HAS INCREASED

FOUR-FOLD
it is surely uonrea«onsble tor them to expect
that ours will remain the same as it was
thirty-tive years ago. The pres:nt js an’
opprrtune time to press the claim for better
terms and if this is done [ feckentistied that
some result beaefieial to the pragigwe will be
reached.

““Iu conclusion I can only say that I have
stated to the house fully and freely the
_fiosucial state of the province in all its
aspects, I have endeavored to speak

OPENLY AND HONESTLY

aad the figures I have given csn be tested
by the business men of the house. While
my friends opposite, who are opposed to the
goveroment, may tell the eountry in their
election speeches, that the figures are
incorrect, the busineas mea of both smides of
politics, who are williog to give an impartial
judgment, will have an opporiusity of
deciding between wus. Hon. gentlemen
opposite may eay that the men who are
supportiog us in the house are $ame follow-
ers. This is not the cagse.

WE DO NOFT WANT ANY TAME FOLLOWERS.
We want men of intelligence and indepen-
dence, and we have plenty of such men in

, by-elections, whick have resulted

favor, have brought into this house a class of
men of whom any country might be proud.
Their presence here and the handsome
manoer in which the government has been
sustained is the beat presage of the result of
the next election.

“We are not afraid of the next election. 1
confidently predict, now, that the
GOVERNMENT WILL BE HANDSOMELY SUS-
TAINED

and that my honorable friend opposite will
Lave no larger following in the next house
than be has in this one. This result will
show the appreciation of the people of New
Brunswick of the policy of the government.
That policy has been progressive ; its aim
has beea to encourage all new industries ;
to assist the farmers, the lumbermen, and
the miner, and in going to the country we
feel that we will go with all these classes at
our backs, and that this government will be
handsomely sustained because it is a goverc
ment that is not afraid to spend money
when it is required to benefit the people of
the province.”

Mr. Fieming followed Mr. Tweedie in a
speech displaying careful preparation on
opposition lines. Ia the course of his re-
marks Mr. Fleming paid a tribute to the
energy displayed by 8t. John in developing
the winter port, and complained that the
provincial government had taken from that
city thousands of dollars in taxes, but had
handed back only a few hundred dollars.

He was followed by Messrs. Robertson,
Barchill, Ryan and Lawson and Mr. Hazen
moved the adjournment of the debate.

In reply to Mr. Poirier of Gloucester, who
said that perhaps one half of the French
people of the province could not read the
Eaglish language, and were entitled to have
the agricultural report furnished to them in
French, Hon. Mr. Farris said the matter of
supplying the French districts with the
agricaltural report has receivzd the careful
consideration of the department, and while
it would not be practicable to have the
whole of the report printed in French, a
careful synopsis of the important subjects
treated in the report will be made and sup-
plied to the French newspapers.

MARRIKED.
At the residence of the officisting clergyman,
Newcastle, 18th March, by Rev, T. Johnstone,

Mri, Thomas G. Clark, to Miss Sarah Jane, eldest
daughter of Mr. Joseph Pleadwell, all of Nelsoa.
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The Baird Company’s

Wine of
Tar,
Honey

and

Wild

Cherry.

This is an ideal preparation
for Coughs, Colds, Throat and
Lung Troubles, Irritation and
Hoarseness, Bronchial and
Asthmatic Coughs, and for
Public Speakers and Singers.
““It clears the throat. ”’

Large six ounce bottle 35 cts.

At all Dealers and Whole-

sale Druggists,

THE BAIRD COMPANY, Limited,
Woodstock, N. B.

this house. I am happy to say that the
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